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NOVEMBER 1989

SALIENT SYMPOSIUM
A STRIKING SUCCESS
The excellent program "at the end
of the Trail," skillfully arranged
by Adrian Bustamante and his
many helpers, attracted more than
500 participants to Santa Fe and
Las Vegas, September 28 to October 2. The numerous activities
were well attended. the sessions
were informative and entertaining. and SFTA business was conducted under the able leadership
of President Simmons. Visits to
historic sites in the area gave
Trail enthusiasts an opportunity
to "feel" some of the heritage of
the famous wagon road. There was
even an impromptu demonstration
at San Miguel (see story on page
12).
Program coordinator Bustamante
is requesting copies of speakers'
papers and permission forSFTA to
publish these if enough are
available. Publications resulting
from the earlier conferences at
Trinidad and Hutchinson have
been popular items. Interest of
SFTA members in publications
was evidenced by the business at
the book exhibits at the symposium, where more than two dozen
dealers displayed hundreds of
titles.
Newly elected officers of the Association include President J 0seph Snell (KS), Vice-President
Timothy Zwink (OK). and Directors
Virginia Fisher (MO), William
Chalfant (KS), Dan Sharp (OK), William Buckles (CO), and Mary Moorehead (NM). Joy Poole (NM) was
re-elected to another term on the
board as an at-large director.
Those continuing in office and
whose terms will expire at the
1991 symposium are Sec-Treas
Ruth Olson (KS) and Directors Sylvia Mooney (MO), Michael Duncan
(KS). Bill Pitts (OK), Mark L. Gardner (CO), Adrian Bustamante (NM),
and John Tarabino (CO, at-large).
Retiring President Simmons dissolved all committees he had appointed, and President Snell will
be appointing new committees
soon. Everyone interested in
serving on a committee should
contact him.

Joseph W. Snell, new president of
SFTA, is emeritus executive director of the Kansas State Historical
Society. He has a long-standing interest in the Trail, has traveled it
extensively. and helped design the
Trail tour sponsored by SFTA,
KSHS, and other institutions. His
address is 5609 Hawick, Topeka,
KS 66614.(Photo courtesy of Kansas State Historical Society.)

Richard Forry, program coordinator for the next symposium, extendended a special invitation to
all members to come to the Arrow
Rock area "at the other end of the
Trail." September 26-30, 1991.
Plans were previously made to
hold the 1993 meeting at La Junta
and Bent's Old Fort in Colorado,
and the decision was made at Santa Fe to schedule the 1995 conference at Larned and Great Bend,
Kanas, with a recommended day
of activities in Council Grove. A
request from Trinidad, CO, where
the Association was founded in
1986, to host the 1999 symposium
was tabled until a later meeting.
Retiring President Simmons was
honored by a resolution and
standing ovation for his outstanding work as a Trail scholar and
his fair-minded leadership of the
Association. He was presented a
plaque and a briefcase and was
officially named by unanimous
vote the "Father of the Santa Fe
Trail Association."
<l
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NUMBER 1
SFTA TO RECEIVE FUNDS
The Santa Fe Trail Highway Association, which was active in
the late 1950s and early 1960s.
has agreed to transfer its remaining balance of funds in the amount
of $4,836.34 to SFTA to be used
for signage or other activities
beneficial to communities and businesses along the Trail. At the
1988 SFTA board meeting, on the
basis of rumors of such funds,
President
Simmons
appointed
Vice-President Snell to investigate if the rumors were true and
if the money could be used by
SFTA.
Snell pursued the trail to Darrel
Bryant at Council Grove, KS, president of the inactive organization. The SFT Highway Association membership was comprised
of businesses and chambers of
commerce along US Highway 56,
and its primary purpose was to
promote tourism along the historic route .. The Highway Association helped erect signs, placed
Trail information in restaurants
and motels. and sponsored at
least one caravan trip. As with
many other Santa Fe Trail organizations. this one flourished for
a time and faded away.
Snell's meeting with Bryant was
rewarding, for Bryant offered to
transfer the funds to SFTA under
certain conditions. SFTA had to
provide proof of its IRS taxexempt status and make written
commitment that the funds would
be used specifically for the purposes noted above. At the Santa
Fe board meeting, a motion was
pa ssed unanimously to accept the
funds and the conditions specified by Bryant and to place the
entire amount in the SFTA marker
fund.
This significant gift means the
SFTA marker committee can proceed with plans to mark a number
of important sites along the Trail.
SFTA is honored to be trusted with
these funds and to use them for
purposes
originally intended.
Simmons and Snell extend thanks
to Darrel Bryant and all former
members of the Santa Fe Trail
Highway Association.
<l

PRESIDENT'S COLUMN
As we all know what is now the
Santa Fe Trail Association was
formed only three years ago at
Trinidad, Colorado, by a group of
farsighted individuals who shared a common interest in the history, lore, contributions, and
romance of the Santa Fe Trail.
Unfortunately I was not one of
those founders but I have taken
a great interest in the Association
from the very beginning and am
proud to have served as its vicepresident the last two years.
In its short life the Association
has grown to be an organization
of over 950 members in 35 states
and West Germany. It addition it
now has four local chapters with
more in the formative stages and
is becoming a considerable influence as the Santa Fe National Historic Trail is being planned and
developed.
It was my honor to be elected
president of the Association at its
biennial symposium in Santa Fe.
Succeeding Marc Simmons, who
served as the only president of
the old Council and the first president of the Association, will be
a difficult job. Fortunately he will
be available for consultation and
advice when I need it.
As I said at Santa Fe, our ship
is a sturdy vessel, well built, and
crewed by a dedicated group of
individuals. Marc gave it excellent direction the last three years
and its course needs no alteration. I do, however, have some
programs which I would like to
see move forward or be commenced during the next two years and
from time to time I will mention
these in this column.
In the meantime please know
that the officers and members of
the board of directors will work
diligently for the good of the Association until we all meet again
at Arrow Rock in two years. If you
have any suggestions for Improvements, committee assignments, programs, etc .. please
write to me. I would be pleased
to hear from you. My address is
5609 Hawick, Topeka, KS 66614.
I urge you to send Trail items
to the editor of Wagon Tracks, the
chief means of SFTA communication between biennial conferences. It will be most effective
if you provide information about
upcoming events, activities of
groups or individuals, research
needs,
documents uncovered,
historic happenings, and anything else related to the Trail.
- ] oseph W. Snell

1989 Awards Recipients, I to r: Sylvia Mooney accepting for KCTV at
Kansas City; Cleat Walters acceptinQ for Bob Button; Martin IQm; Phil
Petersen for the Boggsville Restoration Committee; Jean T. Hamilton;
and David Hutchison. (Photo by Joan Myers.)

AWARDS CEREMONY
Once again at its regular business meeting during the symposium,
the SFTA presented awards for outstanding achievement. Six individuals and organizations were recognized for their efforts to preserve
and promote the historic Trail.
Those honored were Jean Tyree Hamilton of Marshall, MO; Robert
Button, Great Bend, KS; David Hutchison, Boise City, OK; Martin Kim,
Santa Fe, NM; the Boggsville Restoration' Committee, Las Animas, CO;
and television station KCTV, Kansas City, MO.
In addition, two individuals were named official Trail Ambassadors:
Katharine B. Kelley of Baldwin City, KS, a long-time supporter of Trail
preservation and marking in eastern Kansas; and Ralph Hathaway,
Chase, KS, who has shown hundreds of visitors the famous Trail ruts
on his farm in Rice County, KS. Both Kelley and Hathaway received
outstanding achievement awards at the Trinidad symposium.

Wagon Tracks is the official publication
of the Santa Fe Trail Association, a nonprofit organization incorporated under the
laws of the State of Colorado. Letters are
welcome, but they become the properlY
of WT and may be edited or abridged at
the editor's discretion. All rights reserved.
Inquiries can be directed to the appropriate
addresses below. Annual subscriptions are
obtained through membership in the Association, whose dues are fixed per calendar year. Checks should be made payable
to the Santa Fe Trail Association and sent
to the secretary-treasurer.
MemberShip Categories
Benelactor
SI,OOO
Patron
SIOO/year
Institutional
$2S/yea r
Family
SIS/yea r
Individual
Sl0/year

Cleat Walters, left, presenting
award to Robert Button at Great
Bend. Button was unable to attend
the symposium.

FUTURE SYMPOSIUMS
Arrow Rock, Missouri, 1991
La Junta, Colorado, 1993
Larned, Kansas, 1995
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TILE PROJECT

President Simmons (left) presenting SFTA Ambassador plaque to
Ralph Hathaway.

President-Elect Joe Snell (right)
presenting recognition plaque to
retiring President Marc Simmons.

RESOLUTION OF RESPECT
AND APPRECIATION

MESSAGE FROM PAST
P~ESIDENT SIMMONS

The following resolution was
adopted unanimously by the SFTA
membership and was followed by
a standing ovation for retiring
President Simmons:
Whereas, Marc Simmons is
universally recognized as the
premier expert on the history,
location, influence, and romance
of the Santa Fe Trail, and
Whereas, Marc Simmons is a
prolific researcher, writer, and
publisher of materials relatingto
all aspects of the history of the
Santa Fe Trail, and
Whereas, Marc Simmons played a
significant role in the founding of
the Santa Fe Trail Council, now
known as the Santa Fe Trail Association, and
Whereas, Marc Simmons served
as the only presidentofthe Santa
Fe Trail Council and the first president of the Santa Fe Trail Association, and
Whereas, Marc Simmons is a gentleman totally dedicated to presenting the history of the Santa
Fe Trail in its purest factual form,
and
Whereas, Marc Simmons is a person loved, respected, and admired for his gentle, winning, and
effective ways by all who know
him, now therefore
Be It Resolved by the members of
the Santa Fe Trail Association,
here assembled in Santa Fe, New
Mexico,this 30th day of September, 1989, that Marc Simmons has
the gratitude and admiration of
the Santa Fe Trail Association for
all the valuable work he has done
as its first president and as an
historian of the Santa Fe Trail itself. This resoltuion is intended
as an expression of appreciation
of the highest order.
<J

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Santa Fe Trail Association membership, board of
directors, and new president joseph Snell for the honors accorded me as I presided over my last
business meeting during the Santa Fe Symposium. It was a
privilege for me to serve such a
dedicated and hard-working organization.
Adrian Bustamante is still receiving calls and notes of thanks
for all the effort he contributed
toward making the Symposium a
resounding success. Let's all
build on the spirit of the '89Symposi um and work together to make
the Santa Fe Trail Association
even better. I'll see you along the
Trail!
-Marc Simmons

NOTE OF THANKS
FROM FORT UNION
I wish to express my appreciation
to the Symposium participants
who visited Fort Union on the Sunday afternoon tour. We had over
250 members visit. You drank all
our coffee and punch and ate all
·our cookies. Several of you
stayed till closing time and past.
It was a great afternoon.
As I mentioned to several of you,
the Staff had a ball. You were the
best type of visitors-interested,
questioning, ready to learn, and
ready to have fun. I think we did
all those things and more.
Fort Union is sure proud to be
associated with the Santa Fe Trail
Association. Please come on
back-it will be a pleasure to see
you again.
-Harry C. Myers
Superintendent

-3-

The Palace of theGovernors,site
of the opening reception for the
Santa Fe Symposium, is in the
process of refurbishing the adjacent old Santa Fe City Library
and converting it to a major history research center.
As a fund raiser for this worthy
project, Friends of the Palace are
selling
individual
decorative
tiles, each containing the name
of a person significant in Southwest history. The tiles will form
part of a large mosaic to be displayed in the lobby of the new
center. The names of sponsors
will also appear on the tiles.
Individual SFTA members have
already sponsored tiles for many
of the leading figures of the Santa
Fe Trail, among them William
Becknell, Susan Magoffin, Manuel
Armijo, Marian Russell, and josiahGregg. At the lastBoardmeeting, SFTA directors instructed
out-going president Marc Simmons to select three additional
names
associated
with
the
Trail-a Black, a Hispanic, and an
Anglo-for sponsorship by the
Association. This past year the
SFTA made a similar contribution
to the fund for a pioneer woman
statue in Independence.
The three persons selected for
this
project
are
james
P.
Beckwourth, famed mountain man
who carried military dispatches
over the Trail in 1848; Antonio
jose Chavez, New Mexican merchant killed near Lyons, KS, in
1843; and Francis X. Aubry, a
freighter who laid out the Aubry
Route and is the Trail's most renowned long-distance horseback
rider.

LOGO IN LIMBO
The status of a logo for the SFTA
remains undecided. The logo contest, which had many fine entries,
failed to produce a symbol which
the committee felt captured the
spirit of the Trail in a form suitable for reduction to the size
needed for the many uses required
of a logo. The logo committee,
chaired by Bill Pitts, submitted
two designs (one of which was the
oval sign placed on schools in
1948) without recommendation.
The board of directors decided
at Santa Fe to engage the services
of a professional to see if an appropriate symbol could be designed. President Snell or someone
he designates will pursue this
and report to the board.
<J

COMPUTER AUTHORIZED
To assist the secretary-treasurer
with the record-keeping, processing of memberships, and correspondence required of the office,
the SFTA board of directors authorized the purchase of a computer, printer, and necessary software. Because the Santa Fe Trail
Center provides considerable office time for the affairs of the Association, the computer will be
available for the use of the Center
when not required for Association
business. In ·addition, the board
authorized an annual compensation of $1,000 to the Center to be
used to help pay for staff time
devoted to SFTA business.
The Association is fortunate to
have the professional staff at the
Center taking care of much of the
time-consuming office work. The
computer will reduce the time
required and make for more
efficent processing of memberships, and the annual payment is
small compensation for the many
services received.

RENDEZVOUS 1990
Santa Fe Trail Center Director
Ruth Olson invites all members of
SFTA to attend the biennial Trail
Rendezvous in 1990. The conference will meet May 31-June 2,
1990, at Larned. The theme and
speakers will be announced soon.
All Association members will
receive a mailing with details of
the program and regi stration
information at a later date. The
SFTA board of directors will meet
during the time of the Rendezvous.

TRAIL CONFERENCE AT
FORT UNION/LAS VEGAS
From Zia to Wagonwheel: Nuevo
Mexicans and the Santa Fe Trail"
is the tentati ve title for a conference sponsored by Fort Union National Monument and Highlands
University at Las Vegas, NM,
August 10-11,1990. The SFTAwill
co-sponsor this meeting. Professor Michael Olsen at Highlands
Univ. and Fort Union Supt. Harry
Myers are in charge of program
arrangements.
The first day will be devoted to
presentations on several possible topics, including trade and
conditions before 1821, New Mexicans in the Mexican era, New
Mexico traders after the Mexican
War, Fort Union and the New Mexican trade, and historiography of
New Mexicans in the trade. The

second day will include visits to
historic sites such as San Miguel,
Tecolote, Mora, possibly Loma
Parda, and Fort Union.
There is great need for additional study of the New Mexican side
of the Santa Fe trade, and this
conference will be designed to
stimulate further investigation.
Perhaps a follow-up conference
will be held two years laterto disseminate new information, and a
possible prize for the best
scholarly article on New Mexicans and the trade may be
established.

BICYCLE THE TRAIL 1990
Have you ever wanted to follow
the Santa Fe Trail and try to recapture the feel and experience of
another era? While it's impossible to recreate the sweat, dust,
toil, and danger that marked early
travel, a bicycle tour would be a
unique experience.
The Santa Fe Trail Bicycle Committee, organized by Willard Chilcott, is planning a bike trek of
the Trail corridor in September
and October, 1990. Chilcott explained the idea to the SFTA board
of directors and was encouraged
to pursue the plan and seek volunteers along the Trail for assistance. Santa Fe Mayor Sam Pick
has offered to contact various
towns along the proposed route
and urge them to support the bicycle tour.
''The tour will follow the Trail
corridor using only paved public
roads," said Chilcott, who annually organizes and runs the Santa
Fe Century-a 100-mile bike tour
from Santa Fe through Madrid and
Galisteo and back to Santa Fe.
The tour will help provide further recognition of the Trail's importance in western history. "This
is a great way to publicize the
Trail and the many communities
between New Mexico and Missouri," Chilcott said.
The tour will be organized into
three weekly phases with cyclists covering about 300 miles
per week or 50 to 60 miles per
day. While the final route and
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town-by-town itinerary have yet
to be determined, the tour will follow the Mountain Branch with the
first week probably ending at
Lamar, CO, the second week perhaps at Council Grove, KS, and on
to Franklin, MO, at the end ofthe
third week.
"We can allow only a limited
number of cyclists to participate
in the tour this time," Chilcott
said. All riders will be accepted
on a first-come, first-served basis. ''Typically, some riders will
have family or friends follow them
in motorhomes. We will also have
to limit the number of those for
the trip," he added. The tour will
be planned so cyclists can stop
each day at a historic spot along
the Trail where local SFTA members can give tours and discuss
the history of the site and the
Trail.
This will be a ~ampingtourwith
personal gear transported by
truck or motorhome to each campsite. Those wishing motel accommodations along the route will
have to make those arrangements
personally. Participants will be
responsible for their own meals,
although as plans develop the
local community groups may help
with food preparation.
All camping fees, transportation
costs, and other expenses will be
paid by a fee charged each cyclist. Some communities could
help with donations of campground facilities, entertainment,
and meals. Tour leaders, maps,
and sag-wagon support will be
provided by the organizers. A
commemorative plaque will be
given to those who complete the
entire journey from Santa Fe to
Franklin.
''There are lots of opportunities
for this trek," Chilcott said. For
example, a group could start from
Franklin and rendezvous with the
Santa Fe contingent midway.
Towns along the route could use
the arrival of the cyclists to
promote their community and the
Trail's historic importance. "We
will need volunteers at each stopping point to help with camping
facilities, receptions, and to host
historical presentations," Chilcott explained.
If anySFTAmemberis interested
in helping to plan this 1990 bicycle tour, serving as a volunteer,
or cycling any or all of the route,
please contact the Santa Fe Trail
Bicycle Committee, c/o Willard
Chilcott, 885 Camino del Este,
Santa Fe, NM 87505, or telephone
him at (505) 982-1282.
<l

FRANKLIN OR BUST
HAS SFTA APPROVAL
H.

Denny Davis, the president of
Franklin or Bust, asked the SFTA
board of directors for a resolution
that the site of Franklin, Missouri, is an appropriate place to
mark the beginning of the Santa
Fe Trail and to form a committee
to study other sites along the
route for possible interpretive
centers. The directors passed,
with one abstention, a resolution
"declaring that Franklin, Missouri, is the appropriate place for
marking the original eastern terminus of the Santa Fe TraiL" By
unanimous vote, the directors
authorized the formation of a
study committee as requested.

NEW LOCAL HISTORICAL
SOCIETY AT THE
BEGINNING OF THE TRAIL
The South Howard County Historical Society was recently organized to record and preserve the
historical resources of the area,
including Franklin and New Franklin, Missouri. Board members are
Carl W. Fleck, Thomas j. Alsop,
Howard Hendrix, Roy H. Rude, and
Doris D. Markland. Current membership is over 100 and continues
to grow as enthusiasm is high.
The new Society will work in
conjunction with Franklin or Bust
and strongly supports the erection of an interpretive center at
Old Franklin, the eastern terminus
of the Santa Fe Trail. A tourist
information center in downtown
New Franklin has been opened.
Many members have contributed
historical material for the information center, which has hosted
numerous of groups students from
the New Franklin schools.
The Society sells T-shirts with
the message "Begin the Santa Fe
Trail At Franklin, Missouri," and
will soon have some historical
books and postcards featuring the
large Trail marker located in New
Franklin. Proceeds from sales
will be used to help Franklin or
Bust secure an interpreti ve center
for the Old Franklin site.
The Society has produced a brochure on the area. There is much
interest in family cemeteries, and
the Benjamin Cooper cemetery has
been restored, fenced, and made
more accessible by a fence stile
and cleared pathway. Membership
in the organization is welcome.
For information, contact Doris
Markland, P.O. Box 234, New
Franklin, MO 65274.
<J

NATIONAL TRAILS
CENTER NAMES DIRECTOR
AND PLANS OPENING
Daniel D. Holt has been named
director of the National Frontier
Trails Center in Independence,
MO. He has broad experience in
historical research and preservation, including work for the Kansas State Historical Society, Illinois
Historic
Preservation
Agency, and, recently, as director
of the Liberty Memorial Museum
in Kansas City. Holt has joined
SFTA and plans to work closely
with it, OCTA, and otherorganizations. He will oversee the completion of the new museum complex of the Center.
The opening of the National
Frontie:r Trails Center, including
the museum, archives, theater,
and
interpretive
center,
is
scheduled for March 23-28, 1990.
The full week of activities will
include special days for each
trail: March 26 will be Oregon
Trail Day, March 27 will be California Trail Day, and March 28 will
be Santa Fe Trail Day. Additional
details of the program will be announced soon. For information
about the Center and Independence, contact Tourism Division,
City of Independence, 111 East
Maple, Independence, MO 64050.
To reach Director Holt, call (816)
836-8300, ext 491.

OCTA SEEKING SUPPORT
FOR NEW TRAIL BILL
OCTA is seeking support for HR1109 to designate the California
Trail and Pony Express Trail as
part of the national historic trails
system. If you want to help, contact your congressman/woman
before the holidays. Remember
that OCTA was responsible forgetting the Santa Fe Trail added to
the system. For more information,
including a list of congressional
sponsors and co-sponsors of the
bill, contact OCTA, P. O. Box 1019,
Independence, MO 64051-0519 or
call (816) 252-2276.

CHALFANT & FRANZWA
IN THE INDIAN TRADER
The Indian Trader, a Gallup, NM,
paper with national circulation,
features on facing pages in the
October 1989 issue two SFTA members, Bill Chalfant of Hutchinson
and Greg Franzwa of St. Louis. On
p. 26 is an article about Chalfant
and his newbook, Cheyennes and
Horse Soldiers: The 1857 Expedi-5~

tion and the Battle of Solomon's
Fork. In addition to a summary of
the book, the story of the author
and his research on the Indian
wars is told with quotations gathered from a telephone interview
with Chalfant. Chalfant is a new
member of the SFTA board of directors and serves on the Santa Fe
National Historic Trail Advisory
Council.
On p. 27 is an article about Franzwa ' s books on the Oregon and
Santa Fe trails and his efforts to
get both included in the national
historic trails system. His Patrice Press in St. Louis has contributed much to the promotion
and
preservation of western
trails. Franzwa served as a consultant and prepared the maps for
the National Park Service management and use plan for the Santa
Fe National Historic Trail. He is
a member of the publications committee of SFTA.

BOGGSVILLE PROJECT
CELEBRATES PROGRESS
AND NEW FUNDING
October 14 was a day of celebration at Boggsville, where the restoration project is under way and
additional funds were received.
The Boggsville Restoration Committee received $97,000 from the
Colorado State Dept. of Local
Affairs and $2,000 from the National Trust for Historic Preservation. They also displayed the
award of merit plaque received
from SFTA at the Symposium. The
celebration included roast pig
and trimmings served by the Las
Animas Lions Club and entertainment by Brad Bowles.
The Boggs and Prowers homes
have now been stablized and restoration continues under a fourphase plan. The first phase, now
completed, included acquisition,
evaluation, and stabilization.
Bent County provided $165,470,
the
National
Trust
provided
$2.000,
Colorado
Initiatives
provided $2,000, and donations
from the City of Las Animas and
local citizens made possible the
completion of phase one.
The new funds go toward phase
two, estimated to cost a total of
$409,700, which includes additional research, hiring an administrator curator, and restoration
of the Boggs house. The final
phases will include an interpretive plan and the addition of 11
more buildings. Total cost of the
project is estimated at $2.5 million.
<J

HIRAM YOUNG: BLACK
ENTREPRENEUR ON THE
SANTA FE TRAIL .
by Wil1iam P. O'Brien

[Ed. note: This is the ninth in a
series on merchants and personalities on the Santa Fe Trail. William P. O'Brien is a historian on
the Eastern Team of the N ationa!
Park Service. No iIIustration of
Hiram Young is known to exist.}

If

one word describes the American West and its history, that
word is diversity. It applies not
only to its environment but its
people as well. Hiram Young, a
free Afro-American wagon manufacturer involved in the Santa Fe
trade, resided and worked in the
region of the Missouri-Kanas border from 1850 to 1881. His life
and career testify to the rich and
vital ethnic diversity that made
the American West a place of particularly new and exciting possibilities in the 19th century.
Hiram Young's transition from
slave to wealthy, free entrepreneur began in Tennessee about
1812; the exact date of his birth
is unknown. He moved to Missouri
as a slave and "purchased his
freedom from George Young of
Greene
County,
Missouri, in
1847." It was said that he earned
his freedom and that of his wife
Matilda by whittling and selling
ox yokes.
Sometime between 1847 and
1850 Young and his wife moved
to the Missouri border town of
Liberty, seven miles north of the
Trail outfi tting center of Independence. He moved to Independence
in 1850, plying the trade of a carpenter. It proved to be a smart
move. Independence, county seat
of Jackson County, was the economic center of the Santa Fe trade
on the western Missouri border.
The 1,500 or so citizens of the
town also catered to those emigrants traveling to Oregon and
California.
Due to the lobbying efforts of attorney and geopolitician William
Gilpin, Independence was designa ted a port of entry for the Santa
Fe trade in the late 1840s. Interests in the town also controlled
the first regular federal mail contracts to the far West, beginning
with Waldo, Hall and Co. in 1850.
In 1849 a corporation of citizens
had established a mule-drawn
railroad to one of the two river
landings that served the town.
The wagon manufacturing and
transportation-related industries
boomed in Independence and the

surrounding area; eleven wagon
and carriage makers were located
in Jackson County in 1850.'
Little other than legend can be
found regarding Young's life prior
to his move to Independence in
1850. It was said that he purchased his wife's freedom before he
purchased his own. Under the law
of the day, any children born to
the couple took the status of the
mother. This manipulation of the
legal system was not without
precedent; slave Frank Mc Whorter of Pulaski County, Kentucky,
purchased the freedom of his wife
Lucy before securing his own for
precisely that reason in 1817.
Young may have used the existing
legal framework to insure the free
status of any children born to him
and Matilda. The Youngs' entry in
the 1850 census listed a sixmonth-old female child named
Amanda. Matilda Young's status
as a free woman might also have
enabled her to assist her slave
husband in his business dealings,
although
there is no
evidence
that
this
actually
occurred. 2
In the 1850 census Young was
listed as a man with a specific
trade; he was not listed as mulatto or Black. No listing of personal
wealth was noted. By 1851,
according to his own testimony,
he had set himself up in the "manufactory of yokes and wagonsprincipally freight wagons for
hauling govt freight across the
plains." He identified his principal customers as government
freight contractors.
Incredible financial success
came to his business. By 1860 he
was turning out thousands of ox
yokes and between 800 and 900
wagons a year. He employed
between 50 and 60 men at hi s shop
on his 480-acre farm six miles
east of Independence in the Little
Blue valley. In his shop in Independence Young employed approximately 20 men and maintained a substantial payroll. He owned a four-horsepower engine;
few other businesses in Independence boasted such technology.
Seven forges operated in the
shop. Young stockpiled thousands of board feet of lumber at
his wagon factory, alongwith 200
tons of iron, 5,000 pounds of charcoal, and 3,000 pounds of coal.
The 1860 census officials noted
300 completed wagons and 6,000
yokes, the wagons being valued
at $48,000 and the yokes at
$13,500.
As a Black entrepreneur, Young
proudly identified his products;
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he branded his wagons with "Hiram Young and Company" and added
the initials of the purchaser. They
were readily identifiable and generaly known as "Hiram Young" wagons. Built for the Santa Fe trade,
they were capable of hauling approximately 6,000 ponds and were
built for oxen drayage with generally six teams of yoked oxen to
a wagon. Wagon tongues were
made only for oxen. The tire tread
was about 2~ inches wide. Each
wagon was fitted with provision
boxes. 3
Young's wagon factory was one
of the largest industries in J ackson County in 1860. It was by far
the largest such concern in Independence. His capital investment in the business was listed
in the 1860 census as between
$30,000 and $35,000. In addition,
Young owned $36,000 worth of
real property, $20,000 of person.,l
property, and three slaves of his
own. Both white and Black men
worked for Young, but the exact
numbers and ratio are unknown.
He boarded Irish immigrants in
his home and employed them in
his wagon shop. He contracted for
additional slave labor from surrounding slave owners and had
business dealings with some of
the larger slave speculators in
Jackson County. Hiram Young,
free Afro-American businessman,
was one of the most successful
entrepreneurs in Independence in
the decade prior to the Ci vil War. 4
Young was one of the wealthiest
men in Jackson County in 1860.
According to James W. Gilbert's
calculations, in his 1973 study of
free Blacks in Missouri, Young
was 56 times more wealthy than
the average citizen of the county.
Young described himself in a later
court case as "a colored man of
means." He advertised in the
loca 1 papers, noting in bold type
his trade as a "Manufacturer of
Wagons, Ox Yokes and Bows."
According to at least one of his
advertisements, Young also supplied emigrants with needed
items "at the shortest notice." He
was well known and respected by
those familiar with freighting in
the West. 5
Henry Inman made reference to
Young in his 1897 reminiscences,
commenting on his success and
noted that "One of the largestmanufacturers and most enterprising
young men in Independence at
that time was Hiram Young, a
coloured man." Inman noted that,
in addition to hundreds of wagons, Young made about 50,000 ox
yokes a year and virtually mon-

opolized that particular commodity. According to Inman. forward
yokes sold for $1.25 and wheel
yokes for $2.25 in the 1850s.
J ames Thomas, a free MroAmerican businessman of St.
Louis, noted inhis autobiography
that Young employed both Black
and white men and that Itmany
would have like to have had a finger in his business, but all such
he kept off from. 1t6
Young might have been a unique
curiosity had he been alone inhis
success in Jackson County, but
he was not. He was more successful than most people in Jackson
County in 1860, Black or white.
but 15% of the 70 free MroAmericans in the county had
$1,000 or more in that year. Although these figures do not begin
to compare with Young's fabulous
wealth. they show that the region
was one in which free Blacks
stood some chance of economic
success. At present nothing more
is known of this Mro-American
community in Jackson County, its
occupations or status in general. 7
Somehow Young continued to
prosper during the years of border
warfare between Missouri and
Kansas. Unable to read or write
himself, he depended on William
McCoy, a local politician and businessman, to act as his business
agent. McCoy, originally from
Chillicothe, Ohio, had migrated
with his brothers to Independence
in 1839. Upon the town's incorporation as a municipality separate
from the county court in 1849,
McCoy was its first mayor. 8
Independence
and
Jackson
County, originally settled by
Scotch-Irish pioneers from Kentucky, Tennessee, and Virginia,
comprised a hotbed of secessionist sentiment. In 1861, fearing for
his life, Young fled with his family to Fort Leavenworth, where he
continued his business. In 1868
he returned to Independence. The
war had disrupted the economy
and the establishment of rail
service signaled the end of Trail
commerce. Still, some wagon and
yoke business was available.
Young found his farm and business sacked as a result of the
war. Undaunted, he opened a planing mill at his old place of bus iness. By 1880 Young had capitalized his new business at
$10,800. He had eight employees
working an average of ten hours
a day. He paid skilled laborers
$2.00 an hour and unskilled workers $1.00. His business had an
annual payroll of $60,000. His

shop contained six gangs of
saws, five circular saws, one
handsaw, a boiler, and a 12horsepower engine. The shop also
contained thousands of board feet
of lumber. Census officials listed
the total value of the business at
$14,000 and the total product
value at $12,000. Young did not
maintain logging gangs, but he
obtained the trees used in his
lumber business locally.9
In 1879 Young began proceedings against the government of
the United States for damages to
his property as a result of the war
in the amount of $19,300. Later
the claim was increased to
$22,100 and included 40 head of
beef cattle valued at $2,800, 37
wagons valued at $9,250, and
7,000 bushels of corn valued at
$10,050. Those items were allegedly taken by U. S. troops stationed in the area during 1862 and
1863. Young died intestate in
1882, leaving an estate plagued
by debt. The administrator of his
estate, an ambitious attorney,
Charles S. Crysler from Auburn,
New York, worked the case with
the legal firm of George A. and
William B. King of Washington. D.
C., for ten years, filing claims and
supporting congressional bills
for the relief of Young's heirs. In
1894 Crysler failed to post bond
and. the Independence public
administrator James Seahorn took
the case. Seahorn saw the petition through various committees
and took additional testimony until 1907 when the Court of Claims
found no merit in the case. 10
Hiram Youngwas representative
of the diversity of the American
westward movement. He struggled out from under slavery,
traveled west, and achieved financial security and human dignity. He took additional steps,
providing for the education of his
daughter in the liberal environments such as at Oberlin College.
He achieved a belated middleclass status from the Independence community; upon his death
he was buried in the white section
of the local cemetery. He was
accorded a sort of legendary status upon the renaming of the local
Black school (originally named
for Frederick Douglass) in his
honor. As a personal testimony of
the realization of western middleclass status, Young's daughter,
Amanda Jane Young Brown, served
as principal of Young School for
a brief period. 11
Through canny observation and
raw courage, free Afro-Americans
like Young availed themselves of
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their portion of the western American dream, rescuing in their individual ways what they could from
the
American
nightmare
of
slavery. Their story and the
stories of other ethnic groups
confirms that rich and important
diversity which makes up the real
history of the American West, including the Santa Fe Trail. Only
when the rightful place of those
groups is acknowledged will we
have a more accurate vision of the
past of this important region and
its true significance in the history and development of the United States.
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PECOS PUEBLO ON THE SANTA FE TRAIL
by John Loleit
[Ed. note: This is the twelfth in
a series on museums and historic
sites along the Trail. John Loleit
is a member of the National Park
Service staff at Pecos National
Monument.]
Pecos Pueblo is geographically
located between the southern end
of the Sangre de Cristo Mountains
and Glorieta Mesa. This has long
been a natural passageway for
travelers going to or coming from
the Plains or the upper Rio Grande
Valley.
The people of Pecos realized
that the mesilla could be used to
a great advantage. It was at a high
point in this corridor where one
could see for miles in all directions, and it was easy to defend.
Of significant importance was
that travelers had to pass by the
pueblo. This provided unique opportunities
for
trade. Pecos
became the "middle men" between
the Plains Indians and the Pueblos of the Rio Grande. To manage
this trading center, Pecos became
a dominant force in the area.
When the first Spaniards arri ved
in 1540 they described the Pueblo
as being 2,000 strong with 500
warriors. It was from Pecos that
Coronado led an expedition to the
plains of present Kansas, following portions of the later Santa Fe
Tra i I. At Pecos, during the fa 11 and
winter, Plains Indians set up their
tipis and spent long periods of
time bargaining their trade items.
They brought buffalo hides, meat,
and alibates flint to trade for
vegetable crops of com, beans,
and squash grown by the people
of Pecos. In addition to the necessary food itmes, they also traded
birds of prey, feathers, oddshaped and unique stones, sea
shells, and slaves. Then, in tum,
when the Rio Grande Pueblos came
to Pecos the trade items changed
hands again. This trading system
continued for centuries. Once the
Spanish settled in New Mexico at
the end of the 1500s, they also
saw the advantages of Pecos and
began trading there.
The relationships between the
Pueblo and Plains Indians were
always tense. Both sides profited
from this exchange, yet there was
an underlying mistrust. People
who came to trade at one time
might return to fight at another.
The mistrust may have been the
motivation to build the low wall
that totally surrounded Pecos
Pueblo. At the end of the trading

The 1700s Spanish church at Pecos National Monument. (NPS photo.)
day, all who were not fromPecos
and lived there.
were' required to be outside the
With a visit to Pecos National
walls. The warriors may have actMonument and a touch ofimaginaed as a policing authority to settion, it is possible to relive! the
tIe arguments and provide an
days of the Pueblo and the Santa
incentive to maintain peaceful
Fe Trail. Much of the surrounding
relationships.
landscape has not changed sigDuring a period of perhaps two
nificantly since the pueblo was
centuries Pecos Pueblo slowly
occupied. A walk along the trail
delined in population and importhrough the ruins gives one a feeltance. Spanish rule, Christian
ing for the past and the beautiful
missionaries, diseases, raids by
surroundings.
Comanches, drought, and econPecos National Monument is
omics took their toll. Eventually
open every day except Christmas
a large Spanish population setand I'{ew Years Day. The fall, wintIed to the south at San Miguel
ter, and spring can be pleasant
from where they could trade dirto extremely cold. The benefit of
ectIy with Plains Indians. By the
visiting during those times of the
time the first trader along the Sanyear is a different perspective
ta Fe Trail passed through the corthan a visit during the summer
ridor that had been used for thoumonths. In addition, there are
sands of years, Pecos Pueblo was
fewer visitors in the cold seasons
inhabited by only a handful of
and the trail is quiet and seems
Indians.
to belong to the visitor.
The new traders probably saw
Summer hours are 8:00 a.m. to
the crumbling walls of the build6:00 p.m. and winter hours are 8
ings that once had stored large
a.m. to 5 p.m. The visitor's center
amounts of trade items, but few
museum is filled with valuable
if any of them realized they were
infonnation from prehistoric to
carrying trade commodities past
historic time periods, including
what had for centuries been the
exhibits on the Santa Fe Trail and
vital link in trade between the Rio
trade. At least one hour is recomGrande and the Plains. Some may
mended to see the exhibits. Atenhave even traded a few items with
minute orientation film provides
the remaining inhabitants of the
an overview of 500 years of hispueblo, but the pueblo did not
tory in the area. A self-guided
benefit from the opening of the
l~-mile round trip walk along the
Trail. In their time, the new
visitors' trail takes one through
traders provided a link between
the pueblo and the Spanish
cultures similar to that once
church. Santa Fe Trail ruts are not
provided by the people of Pecos.
visible from the self-guided trail
The last residents of Pecos
and are not open to the public,
Pueblo left in 1838 when the Santa
but special group arrangements
Fe Trail was growing in volume
can be made to see the ruts. The
of trade and importance. The ruins
amount of history that occurred in
of the Spanish church and the
the Pecos area is astounding, and
Indian pueblo became a curiosity
it is waiting for you to see. For
stop on the way to and from Santa
more infonnation, write Pecos NaFe. Some travelers paused to extional Monument, P. O. Drawer
plore the ancient walls and spin
418, Pecos, NM 87552-0418. or
wild tales of who built the place
call (505) 757-6414.
<J
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MCNEES CROSSING OPEN
Sue Richardson. president of the
Union County Historical Society
at Clayton. NM. pointed out an error in the last issue regarding
access to McNees Crossing. The
old ranch road has been fenced
off. but the important Trail site
is still accessible by car and the
landowner still allows visitors to
drive into McNees Crossing.
The gate has been moved about
100 feet north of the highway marker which was erected in the
spring of 1988. Richardson stated, "although you have to drive
through the ditch to get to the new
gate. you will find the new gate
and the new ranch road are a great
improvement. "
The new ranch road disappears
in the vicinity of the windmill. but
the American Legion monument is
clearly visible and visitors may
drive through the pasture to the
monument and to McNees Crossing. WT apologizes for the error
and thanks Sue for this correction. Every Trail traveler who
passes nearby should take time
to visit McNees Crossing. Everyone who visits Clayton should
pick up the informative brochure
about the Trail in the area prepared by Sue Richardson. available
at the Union County Historical
Society Museum. Chamber of Commerce. and the KOA Kampground
operated by the Richardsons.

NEW TRAIL BROCHURE
IN NEW MEXICO
A beautiful new brochure. The
Santa Fe Trail. in full color with
ten outstanding photos and two
maps, has been published by five
of the state's Trail communities
(Clayton. Raton. Cimarron, Las
Vegas & San Miguel County. and
Santa Fe). assisted by the New
Mexico state tourism office. Descriptions of 36 remarkable Trail
sites and vivid landmarks in New
Mexico are accompanied by a list
of annual Trail events and a short
recommended reading list. The
brochure wa s wri tten by SFTA publicity coordinator Mike Pitel. It
includes information about SFTA
and invites interested people to
join the Association. This fine
publication should be a model for
the other Trail states. each of
which
should
do
something
similar. For a free copy of this
outstanding brochure. contact the
New Mexico Tourism &Travel Division. Room 751. joseph M. Montoya Bldg. 1100 St. Francis Dr.•
Santa Fe. NM 87503. In New Mex-

SFTA ~mbas~ador Ralph Hathaway on the Apache Canyon bridge which
was ~I~st built on the Trail by the military in the 1850s and figured in
the Civil War Battle of Apache Canyon. March 26. 1862. when the Con!ederates ~etreated across the bridge and destroyed it. Union troops
Jumped their horses across the chasm (all but one made it) and captured
some ?O C0,nfederates. On March 28. 1862. a larger battle was fought
near Pigeon s Ranch and the Confederate supply train at Johnson's
R~nch was de~troyed. This hist?ric bridge was not on the official Sympos!um tour. but It IS a remarkable site worthy of preservation and approriate
slgnage.
ico. call (505) 827-0291; from
outside the state call toll-free
(800) 545-2040.

LA JUNTA PLANNING FOR
1993 SYMPOSIUM
La junta community leaders and
the staff atBent's Old Fort National Historic Site are already planning for the 1993 Symposium. Bill
Gwaltney. chief ranger at Bent's
Old Fort. and Otero junior College
President W. L. McDivitt are cochairmen of the planning committee. Other members are Don Hill.
supt. of Bent's Old Fort. Bill Dutro.
and Bobby Blair. Plans are to emphasize the Mountain Branch of
the Trail and Bent's Old Fort. People with suggestions should contact Bill Gwaltney. Bent's Old Fort
NHS. 35110 Hwy 194 East. La junta. CO 81050 (719) 384-2596.
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MORE OVAL MARKERS
FOUND ALONG TRAIL
Three more of the oval signs
placed on schools along the Trail
in 1948 have been located. Two,
reported by Linda Peters of Lakin.
KS. are at the Kit Carson Museum
in Las Animas. CO. One is in the
main museum building and the
other is in the old schoolhouse.
Original locations are not known.
The third, reported by SFTAmember Thomas Wolff. is at the home
of Richard Abeles. 3730 Old Santa
Fe Trail, Santa Fe. NM. Mr. Abeles
writes, "it was purchased for my
wife and me as a gift by my sisterin-law
in
Chicago. Illinois.
several years ago." He does not
know the antique store nor the
origin of the sign. He reports. "the
sign is in very bad shape and
looks as if it had been run over
by a large. heavy vehicle. It is
also somewhat rusted. We have
it on our front portal facing Old
Santa Fe Trail. which we deemto
be an appropriate place for the
sign."
This makes a total of 16 signs
located. There are probably more.
Please send information if you
hear of any others.
<l

SYMPOSIUM SCENES 1989

Newly-elected President Joseph
W. Snell, Topeka, KS, expressing
thanks for the honor.

At the Symposium book signing, I to r, Custer authority Robert Utley,
SFTA President Marc Simmons, and keynote speaker Stewart Udall. (Photo
by Joan Myers.)

Able Program Coordinator Adrian
Bustamante gives directions. (Photo by Joan Myers.)

Ruth Olson, efficient secretarytreasurer, reports on membership
and finances.

Danita Ross, chair of nominating
committee, reports. (Photo by
Joan Myers.)

Mary Moorehead, Santa Fe, new
member of board of directors.

Bill Gwaltney and Sam Arnold at
Golondrinas fiesta.

Timothy Zwink, Alva, Oklahoma,
new SFTA vice-president.
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President Marc Simmons in uniform
at Rancho de las Golondrinas.

A Symposium highlight was actress
VanAnn Moore's presentation of
"Susan Shelby Magoffin." (Photo by
Joan Myers.)

The bodacious SFTA Ambassador
Paul "Dirty Shirt" Bentrup in the spirit of things.

Overheard at the Symposium
Unidentified member of the board of directors looking across the room at the book exhibit: "That looks
like Paul Bentrup over there, but I'm not sure because that gentleman has his mouth closed."
Response by unidentified book exhibitor: "You are correct, it is Ambassador Bentrup. You know what
they say about him, don't you?"
UMBOD: "No, what's that?"
UBE: "Ambassador Bentrup is a broad-minded man who approaches every subject with an open mouth."

CAMP TALES
-CHAPTER REPORTSTwo chapters, Wagonbed Spring
and Heart of the Flint Hills, that
have been operating under temporary presidential approval were
given official chapter status· at
the Santa Fe board meeting. Both
have been active for months and
have recruited many new members
for SFTA. At least two more chapters are in the formative stages.
An organizational meeting for a
Santa Fe Chapter met in October
but no report was received. The
first meeting of a chapter in the
Fort Union area, to embrace communities from Cimarron, NM, to
San Miguel, was attended by 23
interested persons in October and
the next meeting is set for December 1.
All chapters, old and new, are
requested to send reports forthis
column in each issue. Chapters
are an important part of the SFTA,
and WT is available to keep the
entire membership informed about
what is happening along the Trail.
Will each chapter appoint some-

one to submit a report for each
issue? The deadline for the next
issue of WT always appears in the
calendar section. Chapter reports
appear in the order the chapters
were organized and approved.

Cimarron Cutoff
No report received.

Texas Panhandle
No report received.

Wagonbed Spring
Twenty-eight members met in
Ulysses in October to hear a program about the Symposium, presented by Ron and Karla French,
and to discuss the Wagonbed
Spring site restoration project of
the chapter. The chapter has already cleaned up the area, secured an improved road to the site,
moved the markers to the proper
location, drilled a waterwell, and
is erecting a fence to protect the
site of the spring.
President Fern Bessire requested the membership to decide if
they want to restore the historic
site, a registered national landmark, as nearly as possible to its
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Trail-era condition or develop it
into a tourist attraction with more
modern facilities. The immediate
issue is whether to erect a windmill to pump water or find a less
obtrusive source of power. Another issue is whether to plant trees
or leave the site without trees as
it was in Trail days. A committee
was appointed (Ed Lewis, Ron
French, Ed Dowell, and Darrell
Ratzliff) to investigate the possibilities and report back to the
membership. The next meeting is
set for January 12,1990.

[Ed. note: The Wagonbed Spring
Chapter is to be highly commended for improving accessibility
to and undertaking the restoration of a very important landmark on the Trail. The debate going on in the chapter about how
best to develop the site shows the
need for a set of detailed guidelines about site preservation and
development along the Trail to be
adopted by the National Park
Service and/or SFTA.]

Heart of the Flint Hills
No report received.
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INCIDENT AT SAN MIGUEL
Sunday, October I, was tour day
for Symposium participants, some
of whom were surprised upon arriving at the historic Trail crossing of the Pecos River at San
Miguel del Vado to be greeted by
a small demonstration and signs
reading "SFTA Go," "Yankee Go
Home," "We Don'tNeedYouSFTA,"
"No Help No Site," and "San Miguel
is Closed." Led by Francisco
Apodaca, the demonstrators were
upset by what they considered
neglect of this important Trail
site by SFTA and the National Park
Service plan, and they announced
that the tourists might visit the
church at San Miguel but that the
ford across the Pecos and the historic San Miguel plaza were closed to SFTA members.
Symposium Coordinator Adrian
Bustamante declared that he was
"surprised, very surprised" when
he reached San Miguel and saw
the blockade. Bustamante, a professor at Santa Fe Community College, stated that "I've been to San
Miguel many times before with
classes and never have been told
where I could and could not go.
They didn't threaten us, they just
said we couldn't go on private
property."
The impromptu and peaceful
demonstration created excitement among many SFTA members
who went there, and ithas brought
new attention to the importance
of San Miguel to the history of the
Trail. One SFTA member observed
that the Symposium was not only
studying the history of the Trail
but was involved in "making history" at San Miguel. The incident
has
opened
some
dialogue
between local residents and members of the Association, and some
of the demonstrators have joined
SFTA. Part of the problem on October 1 was that the residents of
San Miguel had not been informed
of the tour, an oversight for which
the planners expressed regret. On
the other hand, those involved in
the demonstration were mistaken
in their belief that San Miguel had
been left out of plans for Trail
development.
Apodaca said that the demonstrators wanted to "make a point:
no help for San Miguel then no visitors." SFTA President Simmons
said that "promotion of the trail.
no matter how worthy, should not
be done through threats and intimidation. Their cause may have
been legitimate, but they have
hurt the positive image of their
community."

One 01 the protest signs at San
Miguel on October 1. (Photo by
Richard Forry.)

Some of the grievences were based on misinformation. For example, the demonstrators expressed
concern that an application to
place San Miguel on the National
Register of Historic Places had
been returned with no action. New
Mexico's state historic preservation officer Tom Merlan said later,
however, that the entire town has
been on the register as a historic
district since 1972. Apodaca declared that the new brochure
about the Trail in New Mexico did
not include San Miguel, but the
town is identified on the brochure
map and in the text as # 29 in
a list of 36 sites and landmarks.
Perhaps the issue of most importance to the demonstrators was an
unfounded
belief that
large
amounts of money were available
for restoration work elsewhere
but that none was designated for
restoration of the historic San
Miguel plaza. The fact is that
funds are not presently available
from SFTA, NPS, or the state of New
Mexico for such projects.
Apodaca was quoted in the
Albuquerque Journal, October 15,
as stating "I wanted to do it as
a publicity stunt to get some
recognition. Out of this has
sp~ng a lot of good things. The
state cultural properties officer
says he's going to come out and
look at these buildings, the superintendent at Fort Union is interested. It spurred a lot of concern. We're getting some action
now, we're getting some volunteers."
San Miguel del Vado, founded in
1794, was not only the Trail
crossing of the Pecos River; it
was the first Hispanic community
to be entered by traders from 1821
until Las Vegas was founded in
1835. San Miguel was also the
port of entry for wagon trains dur-12-

ing that time. The members of the
Texas-Santa Fe expedition of
1841 who were captured by Mexican troops were first incarcerated at San Miguel, and the building
where they were housed still
stands. The Trail passed through
the town and the old customs
house is being restored "bit by
bit" by present owner Alice Bustamante. The town benefited from
the Santa Fe trade, but the town
and the Trail were both put out
of business by the railroad which
bypassed San Miguel.
The recent demonstration may
help to focus attention on and
bring help to this significant Trail
landmark. It also illustrates that
effective communication is an essential part of human relations,
for most of the issues raised by
the demonstrators resulted from
inaccurate or incomplete information. The demonstration was not
a substitute for but, perhaps, will
lead to open and frank discussions. The latest word is that San
Miguel is no longer closed but
will now welcome visitors interested in the rich history of the
community and its relation to the
Trail.

CONFESSIONS OF A
"TRAIL NUT"
by Mike McDonald

I was getting soaked, and my
boots were so caked with mud
they felt like magnets sticking to
the earth. I thought, "what am I
doing in the middle of this field
in this kind of weather? I must be
some kind of nut." And I am a nut,
a "Trail nut."
I didn't feel too bad, however,
for only four days earlier I was
in a room in Santa Fe (where I live
and work) with about 500 other
''Trail nuts," many of whom have
experienced similar feelings at
one time or another as they tried
to find elusive locations along
the Santa Fe Trail.
I planned to spend my days off
from work seeing some parts of
New Mexico, but the Symposium
inspired me to get back on the
Trail and explore areas I had only
driven by before. Thus I was in
the middle of a soggy sorghum
field heading to a stand of trees
known to conta in a stone marker
along the banks of the Little Arkansas River in central Kansas,
a marker designating the Trail's
crossing of that stream near the
site of the Stone Corral.
And I found it hidden in the brush
and cottonwoods. I savored the

moments, not just because the
trees protected me from the rain,
but I was standing where history
was made. I stood at the edge of
that river looking at the way the
bank was cut, realizing that thousands of wagons crossing here
had caused that irregularity. I
became quiet and letmy imagination take over to carry me back
to those times a century and a half
af ago. That awe-inspiring experience cannot be duplicated back
in the workaday world, and it explains why I'm a ''Trail nut."
A project of mine is to photograph all of the DAR markers along
the Santa Fe Trail. I have 125 so
far, including some not recorded
in the guidebooks written by Marc
Simmons and Gregory Franzwa.
I'll tell you about three of these.
Don and Doris Cress of Council
Grove told me of one literally dug
out of the ground and fairly
recently placed at the following
site: go 16 miles east of Council
Grove on U.S. Highway 56 to the
Northern Heights High School,
turn north on the gravel road just
west of the school to a T, turn
right and go about one-half mile,
watch for a bridge and a gate on
the left just before reaching that
bridge, and the marker is just inside that gate. The bridge is probably at the site of the Trail
crossing.
A Mr. Briggs (I failed to get his
first name). a farmer near the
Stone Corral area, directed me to
another. Upon reaching the first
DAR marker of the Stone Corral as
described in Marc Simmons's Following the Santa Fe Trail, instead
of going toward the Corral from
that intersection, go east one
mile to the next intersection
(Briggs's farm is the first on the
east side of the road just south
of that intersection), turn left and
go about one-half mile north. On
the left (west) side of the road
is a DAR marker along the
fenceline.
Another one (the fourth on the
road between La Junta and Trinidad) I just happened to notice by
accident. Traveling from La Junta
on Highway 350, afterpassingthe
Iron Springs site, there are signs
"warning" of the upcoming military base, the Piffon Canyon Maneuver Area. The base is prominent
on the left as you approach it.
Just one-tenth mile before the entrance gate to the base there is
a DAR marker on the right side of
the highway.
I hope this information is of interest to some members. If any

other "Trail nuts" know of DAR markers not mentioned in the guidebooks, please let me know with
directions to get to them. Myaddress is 705 Paseo de Peralta,
Santa Fe, NM 87501.

h

HOOF PRINTS
-TRAIL TIDBITSDavid W. Taylor of the history
library at the Palace of the Governors recently sent the following
note to Today Show weatherman
Willard Scott: "I noticed you mentioned that Amarillo, Texas, was
on the Santa Fe Trail on your
weather report from there this
morning. Not only is Amarillo not
on the Santa Fe Trail, the Trail
did not so much as enter the state
of Texas. Here is a copy of the
map for your information."

• • • • •

A few months ago two limestone
markers with the inscription "SFT
July 4, 1908" were found in a residential backyard in Hoisington,
KS. Don Cress, president of the
Heart of the Flint Hills Chapter,
has looked at these and concluded they are the two other markers
made by Don McNicol and mates
to the one in Lost Springs, KS, described in Marc Simmons's Following the Santa Fe Trail, p. 86.
The two markers reportedly came
from a farm northeast of Lost
Springs.

• • • • •

An informati ve brochure on the
area around Franklin and New
Franklin, MO, has been prepared
by the South Howard County Historical Society. It provides information about the Trail, local history,
Booneslick State Park,
Hardeman Gardens, the Missouri
InteIIigencer, and other topics.
To obtain a copy, write the Society, P. O. Box 234, New Franklin,
MO 65274.

• • • • •

Alan S. Tobin of Las Vegas, NM,
has written a hi story of Los Pozos
near Fort Union. He has indicated
that the information he gathered
might be available for publication. If so, an article for WTwill
be welcome.

• • • • •

SFTA Ambassador Les Vilda of
Wilber, NE, is listed in the Nebraska
Humanities
Council's
Speakers' Bureau with a program
titled "A Modern-Day Encounter
with the Santa Fe Trail." If people
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outside of Nebraska would be interested in this program (an honorarium and travel expenses woud
be required), they should contact
Vilda at RR 2, Box 13, Wilber, NE
68465 (402) 821-3218.

• • • • •

The Lexington Historical Museum, Lexington, MO, presently
features a special exhibit on the
history and signficance of the
Santa Fe Trail, with special emphasis on the part played by
Lexington-based pioneer merchants, the Aull brothers and the
freighting firm of Russell, Majors
and Waddell. The exhibit includes a series of maps showing
the route of the Trail through the
area and marking significant
sites. An important source of Santa Fe trade information, the business record books of the Aull
brothers, is held by the Lexington
Historical Association Archives.

• • • • •

The La Junta, CO, DAR chapter
hopes to mark the original gravesite of William Bent near Las
Animas. When Bent died in 1869
his rema ins were interred near the
home of his daughter east of Las
Animas. In 1906 the remains were
moved to the Las Animas Cemetery. The site of the original grave
has been located and the chapter
hopes to mark it with a flat stone.

• • • • •

A delegation from the Soviet
Union recently visited Dodge City
where they enjoyed the hospitality of the Boot Hill Museum on
Front Street. They may not have
been told they were on the old
Santa Fe Trai I, but they expressed
an interest in the history of the
American West. They were accompanied by Senator Robert Dole and
Governor Mike Hayden of Kansas.

• • • • •

The September/October issue of
the magazine Midwest Motorist
contains a brief article and photograph by Gregory Franzwa about
"Where the Trail Originated."
Writing in response to an earlier
article that named Rock as the
beginning of the Trail, Franzwa
summarized the early history of
the Trail and its origin at
Franklin.

• • • • •

The December 1989 issue of
American Artist contains several
photographs by Joan Myers in an
article on "Artists of Different Cultures in the New Mexico Light."
Her photos included are of San
Miguel village, Dorsey Mansion,
Fort Union, and San Miguel Church
in Santa Fe.
<l
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CONVERSE OF THE
PRAIRIES
-BOOK NOTICES-

Dave Webb, Adventures with the
Santa Fe Trail: An Activity Book
for Kids andTeachers. Dodge City: Kansas Heritage Center, 1989.
Illus., maps, bibliog. Paper,
$5.95, plus $1.00 shipping(KSresidents must include .31 sales
tax). Order from Kansas Heritage
Center, P. O. Box 1275, Dodge City,
KS 67801.
This is a magnificent book for
children, ages 10 to at least 90,
with a variety of information and
activities to keep one busy for
hours. The research is thorough,
the text is as interesting as it is
informative (this is the kind of
"textbook" students will want to
use), and the illustrations are
excellent. Webb is a teacherwho
understands the needs of both
students and teachers, but more
than that he is a scholar with an
exceptional ability to communicate effectively.
Each section includes activities as well as information. There
are timelines, maps, mileage
charts, puzzles, graphs, matching exercises, comparison and
contrast lists, vocabulary builders, chronology projects, review
questions, and quizzes. Answers
are even provided at the end of
the book. There is a section of
biographies of Trail travelers,
glossary of terms, list of Trail
places
(landmarks, museums,
monuments, and historic sites),
and suggested readings (one list
of books for the young and another
for adults).
The range of topics is extensive, including an overview of
Trail history, various routes of
the Trail network, items of the
trade, various jobs on a wagon
train, a typical day of travel,
types of wagons and the various
draft animals to pull them, relations with Indians, and the variety of people who used the Trail.
There
are
suggestions
for
projects beyond what is included
in the book.
This is an obvious choice for
any teacher looking formaterials
for a unit on the Trail, and the
book can be adapted to a variety
of age groups and uses. Teachers
have permission to duplicate materials from this book for use in

the classroom. The price is a bargain. Information about the SFTA
and how to join are included. It
is a nice gift for your children,
grandchildren, school library,
public library, and yourself. This
outstanding book is an example
of the materials available from
Kansas Heritage Center, a resource center for teachers and
students.

• • • • •
David Lavender, The Trail to Santa Fe. Reprint; Santa Fe: Trails
West Publishing, 1989. Pp. 110.
111us., index. Paper, $8.95, plus
$1.00 shipping. Order from Trails
West Publishing, P. O. Box 8619,
Santa Fe, NM 87504-8619.
This volume, first published in
1958, is designed for young
readers (but is useful to adults
as well), and it is the ideal companion volume to Webb's Adventures with the Santa Fe Trail (see
above). Lavender, best known to
Trail enthusiasts for his brilliant
history of Bent's Fort, is a master
storyteller, and the original edition and this reprint are enhanced
with the illustrations by Nicholas
Eggenhofer.
Covering the story of the Trail
from the Pike expedi tion to the
coming of the railroad, Lavender
presents vivid accounts of people, places, and events. This is
as fine an introduction to the history of the Santa Fe Trail as is
available, and it will stimulate
many to want to know more. That
is an important measure of a good
book. This new edition includes
information about SFTA and how
to join.

• • • • •
Gregory M. Franzwa, The Santa Fe
Trail Revisited. St. Louis: Patrice
Press, 1989. Pp. xxvii + 372. IlIus., map, bibliog., index. Paper
only, $12.95, plus $2.95 shipping
for the first copy and. 95 for each
additional copy. Order from Patrice Press, 1701 So. Eighth St.,
St. Louis, MO 63104.
This handsome volume with 165
illustrations is Franzwa's fourth
book on the Santa Fe Trail. Considering that this is his twelfth
book, the fifth within the past
year, it is time to start referring
to him as the prolific Greg Franzwa. Patterned after his highly
successful Oregon Trail Revisited, this is a detailed guide to
locations along the entire Santa
Fe Trail network. It would take
several weeks to see everything
included here, but no one has to
do it all in one trip. The guide
is arranged so one can join and
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leave the Trail at any point. For
those in a hurry to whiz past as
much as possible in one stretch,
Franzwa offers the "speed trip,"
which can be done in only nine
days.
This is much more than a set of
directions to guide the traveler
from one point to another, al though that information is here in detail. Franzwa relates the history
of the Trail and specific sites, intersperses historic illustrations
with his own fine photographs,
and sprinkles quotations from
Trail travelers in appropriate
places. For those traveling the
Trail, this volume and Franzwa's
Maps of the Santa Fe Trail, along
with Marc Simmons's Following
the Santa Fe Trail (this newest
guide complements rather than replaces Simmons's volume), will
make it possible to locate almost
every important Trail site that is
available to the public. The armchair tourists who cannot take to
the Trail will enjoy reading about
it in SFT Revisited. The best
advice to anyone setting out to
follow the Trail is "don't leave
home without it."

• • • • •
Stephen Hayward and Martha Hayward, Walks and Rambles on the
Cimal'ron National GrasslandSanta Fe Trail Edition. Elkhart:
the authors, 1989. 111us., maps.
Paper, $5.00 (includes shipping).
Order from Walks & Rambles, P.
O. Box 963, Elkhart, KS 67950.
The booklet approaches the
Trail from the perspective of a
traveler dealing with life on the
open prairie. It presents the Trail
as a walking experience with an
intimate perspective of the surrounding landscape, with grand
views and hardships from weather
and terrain, rather than just visiting a collection of sites as most
guidebooks do. There are sites to
see, including two 1880s ranches, graves of two children killed
in the flood of 1914, and the famous Middle Springs so important
to Trail travelers. Mostof all, this
guide takes one down the Trail
itself.
The first section presents a
brief history of the Cimarron National Grassland, the climate,
animals, and general hiking conditions. It addresses specific
needs of hikers on the open prairie, including how to make use of
local water sources and cook with
cow chips.
The second section presents a
detailed description of hiking
trails that follow both the Cimar-

1
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ron River (over 16 miles) and the
Trail (over 11 miles). For those
not in condition for much hiking.
this guide describes an auto route
along more than 10 miles of the
Trail with stops along the way to
view
ruts.
landmarks.
and
springs. This valuable guide will
help anyone seeking the Trail
across the Cimarron Grassland. a
section of the SFHNTwhere hiking
is already available. The authors
hope the Santa Fe Trail will
become a long-distance hiking
trail.

• • • • •
Anita Gonzales Thomas. Bailes Y
Fandangos:
Traditional
Folk
Dances of New Mexico. Santa Fe.
1989. Pp. 12. Bibliog. $1.00 postpaid. Order from SFTA. Box 1.
Woodston. KS 67675.
This informative little booklet
was provided as a souvenir for
Symposium participants by the
author and the International Folk
Art Foundation. The remaining
copies were donated to SFTA to
sell while the supply lasts. It
contains an explanation of the
dances and quotations from Trail
travelers who were fascinated by
the fandangos.

• • • • •
David Grant Noble. ed .. Santa Fe:
History of an Ancient City. Santa
Fe: School of American Research
Press, 1989. Pp. xi + 155. Illus.,
index.
Cloth. $29.95; paper.
$16.95; plus $2.00 shipping.
Order from SAR Press. P. O. Box
2188. Santa Fe. NM 87504-2188.
Santa Fe is one of the oldest and
most unique cities in the U.S., and
this collection of essays. 10 color illustrations. and 110 b/w illustrations provides valuable insights into the "city different."
The nine contributing authors
are experts in their fields: Stanley M. Hordes, "A History of the
History of Santa Fe"; Frances
Levine, "Down Under an Ancient
City: An Archaeologist's View of
Santa Fe"; joseph P. Sanchez,
"The Peralta-Ordoi'fez Affair: And
the Founding of Santa Fe" and
"Twelve Days in August: The Pueblo Revolt in Santa Fe"; john L.
Kessell, "By Force of Arms: Vargas
and the Spanish Restoration of
Santa Fe"; Adrian H. Bustamante,
Espai'foles, Castas. Y Labradores:
Santa Fe Society in the Eighteenth
Century"; janet LeCompte. "When
Santa Fe Was a Mexican Town:
1821-1846"; john P. Wilson, "The
American Occupation of Santa Fe:
'My Government Will Correct All
This'''; Marc Simmons, "Santa Fe
in the Days of the Trail"; and Car-

rie Forman Arnold. ''The Palace of
the Governors."
This handsome book. the illustrations alone are worth the price.
is designed for the general reader
and is highly recommended to
everyone interested in the city at
the end of the Trail. A listof suggested readings is included for
those who want to read further.

• • • • •
jon Manchip White. A World Elsewhere: . Life in the American
Southwest. Reprint; College Station: Texas A & M University
Press, 1989. Pp. 320. Illus ..
maps. index. Paper. $13.95.
Welshman jon White firstpublished this stimulatiating overview
of the American Southwest in
1975. It contains little information about the Santa Fe Trail. but
it can be recommended to general
readers seeking a better understanding of New Mexico and
Arizona. It is extremely well written and thus a pleasure to read.

• • • • •
The following titles were sent to
WT by the publishers for review.
Since they do not concern the
Trail but may be of interest to
readers. they are listed without
comment.
Benjamin Capps. The Warren
Wagontrain Raid. Reprint of 1974
edition; College Station: Texas A
& M Press, 1989. Pp. 305. Illus .•
map. notes, index. Paper. $10.95.
Rev. Sherlock Bristol. The Pioneer Preacher: Incidents of Interest, and Experiences in the Author's Life. Reprint of 1887 edition;
Urbana: University of Illinois
Press. 1989. Pp. 200. Notes,
index.
Cloth. $32.50; paper,
$11.95.
Guy Logsdon. "The Whorehouse
Bells Were Ringing" and Other
Songs Cowboys Sing. Urbana:
University of Illinois Press, 1989.
Pp. 388. Illus., notes. bibliog.,
index. Cloth. $24.95.

COUNCIL TROVE
-DOCUMENTSTEXAN-SANTA FE EXPEDITION

Mel and Mary Cottom, Manhattan,
KS, discovered the following
accounts in the Rushville Whig.
Rushville. Indiana, january 28,
February 18, and March 18, 1842.
Thanks to them for sharing this.
Anyone who finds material suitable for this column is invited to
send it in. The Texan-Santa Fe Expedition of 1841 affected the Trail
and relations between the United
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States and Mexico as well as
between Mexico and Texas.
january 28. 1842:
The Texian Santa Fe Expedition.
Another Account.
Independence. Dec, 16, 1841.
We have news again from the
West. but of a melancholy nature.
Signor Alvarez, our American Consul
in New Mexico, with five or six other
gentlemen. arrived here day before
yesterday. after a tedious trip of
fifty days from Santa Fe. They
were much annoyed with cold
weather and snow. throughout
nearly the whole route. The company consisted of twelve or fifteen
when they left Mexico; five of
these separated from the party
about three hundred miles from
here, and took a more southern
route to avoid the cold. Of the rest,
one (a German) from this neighborhood. was frozen to death; three
others are at Cotton Wood Fork,
one so much frozen that he cannot
travel, one sick, and the third compelled to remain and keep the two
from starvation. They had some
mules left in their possession by
Mr. Alvarez and his friend, liable at
any moment. though. to be deprived of all by the Indians around.
Assistance is to be sent from here
immediately; whether it is timely or
not, we cannot tell. The storm they
encountered was very violent, and
the snow fell to the depth of two
or three feet-it was much drifting
in places, so that it was almost impossible to travel. The five who lett
the main party, having to pass over
a
prairie
country
altogether,
(Where no fuel can be procured,)
it is supposed they perished. This,
however. bears no comparison to
what follows. The Texians on the
16th of October. arrived in Santa
Fe, in much worse circumstances
than
could
ever have been
imagined-they are all captured,
bound, and sent as prisoners to
the city of Mexico. The cause and
attendant circumstances, as given
by our informants are these:
The deputation, on their arrival
near Santa Fe, were divided into
three
parties-one
under the
command of Howland, another
under Cook, the Commissary General from Texas, and the other
under McLeod, (or LOUd,) the Commander in Chief, (a very inefficient
man, and, withal, a fop.) When
near the place of destination, Howland, with two more, were sent in
advance as spies, to ascertain the
disposition of the Mexicans towards them. Not understanding the
nature of their embassy sufficiently, and from their contradictory
statements concerning the place
from whence they hailed, they
were stripped and ordered not to
leave the bounds. In the meantime
they made their escape; but after
travelling five days and only progressing fifty miles, they were taken
by some shepherds, brought in.

and shot. Seven more from the
company
were
again
sent
in-among them was Kendall, the
editor of the Picayune, a son of
Leslie Combs, of Ky., and a Mr.
Lewis. They had in their possession the constitution and laws of
Texas, the American passports,
&c. of Kendall and others. On their
way in, they were taken prisoners
by a captain of the militia, & marched out before the presented
guns of the company to be shot.
By the entreaties of the prisoners
and others, the captain, however,
disobeyed orders, and took them
to the Governor.' Shortly after,
seventy more, and then the whole
number of the Texians, were surrounded and taken, Cook being the
only one desirous of making the
least resistance. Their fate is wretched in the extreme. That day they
were stripped of nearly all their clothing, deprived of their shoes,
hand cuffed, and started on foot
2,000 miles to the city of Mexico,
with orders from the Governor that
each man, as he gave out, must
be speared or bayonetted, and left
on the road side. They had gone
30 miles from Santa Fe, (when the
men left,) and three of the number
were already slain in obedience to
the order. Lewis, it is thought, by
his knowledge of the Spanish language worming himself in and
becoming a favorite with the Governor, proved traitorous, and informed him of the distracted and destitute situation of the company.
Hence the disregard paid to the
constitution and laws of Texas,
and especially the passports of
Kendall and other Americans, (of
which they made a bonfire in the
public square.) The resident Americans attempted to get Kendall and
his companions released, and sent
them some clothing, but did not
succeed, and in all probability the
clothing never reached them.
It seems to have been required
by the Texian Government that the
company should not fight if they
could possibly avoid it, but merely
publish the constitution and laws,
make some arrangements about
trade, and return home. Had there
not been any prevarication in the
statements of Howland, and if the
rest had made any show of resistance, they would have taken possession of the country immediately.
The Governor was surprised at
their situation, supposing them to
be courageous, united and plentifully supplied with provisions. All is
hubbub in San~a Fe. The Americans
are ordered not to leave the
town-the goods of some of them
are confiscated, and their lives are
endangered every hour. Chas.
Bent, with others, was in custody
but released; Gidding's goods
taken from him; some of Rowland's
taken also. Signor Alvarez was
. shamefully treated, ordered to
remain in the limits of the town, and
assassination attempted by the

rabble, but he disobeyed, and
started for this place immediately.
I have been thus particular, knowing that if you had not heard previously, you would be anxious to
learn all the circumstances. You
may rely upon the veracity of these
men, and the correctness of the
statement in the main:-some slight
variation may occur in the details.

February 18, 1842:
. Santa Fe Expedition.
We are indebted to a friend in New
Orleans for a Picayune of the first
of January, which brings the intelligence that the prisoners taken in
the Santa Fe expedition had arrived
at the city of Mexico and were well
treated, and that the statements
of the cruelties practised on them
by. the way were untrue. Charges
would be preferred against them at
Mexico,
and they would then
undergo a trial.-Rich. Pal.

March 18, 1842:
The Santa Fe Expedition.
Young Combs, the son of General
Leslie Combs of Kentucky, has returned home. He was one of the
captured Santa Fe expedition; and
his narrative of the sufferings of
the prisoners confirms much that
we had heard of the barbarity of
the Mexicans. It seems that want
compelled the Texan force to divide, the Expedition having been
ten weeks on its march when it arrived at the Palo Duro, constantly
harassed by the Indians, who killed
five of its men the morning the
advanced party set out. The provisions had run short, and ninety
men under Colonel Cook, Dr. Brenham & Captain Sutton were pushed
on, to procure a fresh supply, and
to open a communication with the
Santa Feans. As they supposed
they were but 90 miles from Gallinas, and provisions were so scarce,
only three days' rations were
taken. But time showed that they
were three hundred miles from Gallinas! with not a habitation on the
way, and they were two weeks
accomplishing the distance, subsisting
on
their broken-down
horses, wild berries, horned frogs,
snakes, &c., &c., any thing to
escape starvation. But at last they
reached Gallinas; and fron) this
point Mr. Combs's account of the
treachery of Capt. Lewis, Governor
Armoijo and the Mexicans generalIy, and their solemn oaths to supply
them with provisions and give them
a safe passage out of the country,
agrees with the accounts already
published.
After the capture the prisoners
were supplied with food and treated with leniency, until the next day,
when the Governor arrived with fifteen hundred men. The prisoners
were then bound with thongs, and
crowded into a filthy sheep-fold,
and then into a small enclosure,in
hearing of the council, who debated all night whether the prisoners
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should be shot, or march to Mexico. The latter was decided upon
by one vote, at about day break.
At sunrise they commenced their
unhappy journey of two thousand
miles, bound six and eight together, and forced to travel without
food, and stripped of hats, shoes,
blankets and cloaks. After the third
day the prisoners were bound two
and two, and each couple was fastened by a thong to the pummel
of the saddle of some one of the
mounted guard. These horsemen
occasionally amused themselves
by starting into a gallop, frequently
throwing down the poor wretches
who were fastened to the saddles.
Mr. Combs says: "The principal,
indeed almost all the food we
received during the route was furnished by the women, who would
follow us in large numbers for miles,
weeping at the cruelties to which
we were subjected. They would not
be allowed sometimes the discharge
of
their
offices
of
charity-the soldiers beating them
off and reviling them with obscene
and abusive language. We were
marched, at times, all night and all
da y, blinded with sand and parched
with thirst, till our tongues were so
swollen as almost to be incapable
of speaking." The conduct of the
women on the march is another
tribute to the sex, which under any
circumstances of barbarity and ignorance, shows itself ever superior to lordly man, in the divine attribute of mercy.
Upon arriving at Mexico the prisoners were put in iron, and confined in a convent, directly over the
cemetery, the stench from which
was very very disgusting. They
were before committal to the convent left in the public square, for
some time, exposed to the derision
of the mob, because Santa Ana
was asleep, and nobody dared to
waken him. They were taken from
prison and compelled to work on
the roads, with heavy irons upon
them, and even young Combs, who
at first escaped, from sickness,
was, after a week or two, treated
in the same manner. He was at last
released by Santa Ana, who assigned the youth of Combs as the
cause of his liberation. Mr. Combs
adds:
I have omitted to state in its
proper place, that on my release
the Dictator ordered his state
coach to convey me in my rags to
look at the city, and thence in company with General Barragan to the
office of Mr. Ellis. Several of the
higher Mexican officers in the city,
especially Barragan, expressed
sympathy for me, and treated me
kindly.
My warmest gratitude is due to
the American Consul in Mexico, (Mr.
Black,) for his constant kindness
and attention to me while sick and
in chains, as well as after my
release.
<J

POST OFFICE OAK

-LETTERSEditor:
The Symposium was a success
I'm sure, and although I registered, I was unable to attend. Were
the major addresses taped? If so,
would it be possible to obtain a
cassette of some of them? Thank
you.
Ms. Quin Reece
4522 A South Robberson
Springfield, MO 65810

So far as I know SFTA made no
tapes, but some individuals may
have taped the presentations. If
anyone has tapes they are willing to copy, please contact Ms.
Reece and also send information
of what is available to me.
Editor
Editor:
I want to thank the Association
and everyone involved for the
recent Symposium in Santa Fe.
Everything was professionally
presented and, for many of those
in attendance, new perspectives
and knowledge were obtained.
I am searching for information
concerning Frank Delisle. He was
a wagonmaster for the Bents in
1846. He sold Lewis Garrard the
horse on which he rode west. He
next turns up for me in 1857, carrying the dispatch for Albert Sidney Johnston to go to Utah. During
the Ci vi 1 War he wa s a scout and
guide to the First New Mexico
Cavalry in 1862 and the Second
Colorado Infantry in 1864. In 1865
he was an interpreter and guide
at Fort Bascom. Kit Carson directed Senator Dooli ttle to seek him
to go and make treaties with
Indians in the area and find a suitable site for a new fort. Garrard
mentioned him numerous times in
his work.
I am trying to fill in gaps in the
period from 1846 to 1865 and need
any information about him after
tha t time. I hope the generous
readers can help.
Raymond A. DeLeal
Box 192
Olney Springs, CO 81062
Editor:
It is my regret that I was unable
to get to the Symposium this year.
Maybe my wife and I can get to
the Arrow Rock event in 1991. My
family history has followed the
western expansion and as a youth
I lived several years in Missouri.
I work at radio station KOB (770AM) in Al buquerque, the first commercial radio station in New Mex-

ico (having been founded in
1920), and I interviewed President Marc Simmons before the
Symposium. Segments were aired
on KOB before and during the
Symposium.
I was recently visited by the
widow of a cousin of mine who
was born on a farm near Cow Creek
Crossing in Kansas; the next farm
was on the Trail itself. She is
gathering data for me so I may be
able to &end an item on that sometime. Best regards.
Al Kurman
3108 Camino Cepillo NW
Albuquerque, NM 87107

An item on the Trail around Cow
Creek Crossing will be welcome.
If WT is to amount to anything,
it needs the contributions of
many interested students of the
Trail.
Editor
Editor:
A friend who now lives in California spent summers when he
was young on his grandmother's
ranch on the Aubry Cutoff in Baca
County, CO. He was told about an
Indian-cavalry fight that occurred On that part of the Trail just
west of Stanton County, KS. He
found many artifacts where the
battle reportedly was fought, but
he did not keep them. His grandmother's ranch included parts of
sections 5, 17, 20, and 21, Township 30 S, Range 41 W, Baca County, CO. If anyone knows about the
battle that occurred there on the
Aubry Cutoff, I'm sure it would interest your readers and my friend
would appreciate knowing about
it, too.
Margaret Oros
913 Madeline Lane
Lawrence, KS 66049
Editor:
I'd loved to have been in Santa
Fe for the Symposium but my
schedule woudn't allow it. I've
traveled parts of the Santa Fe
Trail most of my life and still do.
My dad, John Lane, homesteaded
in Stanton County, KS, long before
the Santa Fe RR reached that
point.
Ironically I belong to the Santa
Fe Trailers Camping Club, an affiliate of National Campers and
Hikers Association. One of our
members, Walter Sharpe, west of
Lyons, still has visible ruts on
his farm. We have quite a membership, but Florence Kloxin and I
were the only ones to join SFTA,
and now Florence is deceased.
We did get to several interesting
meetings with SFTA and attended
Santa Fe Trail Center Rendezvous
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at the museum. I took the bus tour
of the Trail in Rice County.
I'll try to get other campers interested and perhaps sometime
we can make a caravan to a Symposium. We've camped at Council
Grove and studied the history
there.
I thoroughly enjoy each Wagon
Tracks and read it from cover to
cover. There are so many points
of interest along the Trail that my
late husband enjoyed so much.
Just had to relate to you how I
enjoy the newsletter and may I get
to another meeting soon.
Margaret Harding
321 S. Reed
Lyons, KS 67554

Your kind words are much appreciated. I wish you continued
good travels along the Trail.
Editor
Editor:
I want to thank you personally
and the Santa Fe Trail Association
for the SFTA Award of Merit which
was presented to me. I regret not
getting to be in Santa Fe to
receive the award. I farm with my
two brothers and we were planting
wheat and putting up the last crop
of alfalfa. I also thank Cleat Walters for accepting the award in
Santa Fe and bringing it to me.
Robert E. Button
RR 3, Box 169
Great Bend, KS 67530
Editor:
In reviewing the maps in the National Park Service plan and Franzwa's publications, I see the term
"unsurveyed"
applied
to the
Maxwell Land Grant. Although the
USGS does not acknowledge or
indicate private surveys on their
maps, the Maxwell LandGrantwas
surveyed immediately after the
U.S. Supreme Court decision of 18
April 1887, affirming the land
grant. The survey books are still
extant. The Maxwell Land Grant
Company published its Sectional
Map of present Colfax, Mora, and
Union counties, NM, and the
southern part of Las Animas County, CO, in 1889. This 1889 map
became and remains the reference
map in general use by Colfax
County historians.
The western half, Colfax County.
was republished with additional
section lines in 1893 as the Map

of the Beaubien and Miranda or
Maxwell Grant in Colorado and
New Mexico Patented May 19th.
1879, Area: 1,714,764 Acres;
Compiled from Original Plats in
the Surveyor General's office at
Santa Fe, New Mexico, and from

private Surveys by the Maxwell
Land Grant Company.

The Maxwell Land Grant Company's survey was duplicated on the
Official Map of COLFAX COUNTY
New Mexico; Compiled from United States Government and Private
Surveys and from the Public
Records of Colfax County-by
Order of the-Board of County
Commissioners; Appproved Jan.

6, 1904.
Regarding the NPS draft plan on
historic sites, Maxwell was a
shrewd
businessman.
Willow
Springs was never a stage station. Clifton House south of Red
River was. Maxwell's lease to
Smith A. Sayre, 18 May 1868, Deed
A, page 97, Colfax County, states:
"I, LucienB. Maxwell, for the consideration of three hundred dollars . . . do hereby lease to Smith
A. Sayers, living in the north side
of Red River, the certain lot of
ground where he nowresides, including his present residence, as
also the meadows land between
a certain spring known as "Willow" and the Chacorica Creek, and
all the hay ground in the valley
of said "Willow Spring" . . . for
the purpose of grazing and haying
alone."
What is a United States Forage
Station? I would appreciate references to some original sources,
in addition to Wheeler's 1877 Atlas Sheets 70(A) and 70(C) and his
page 166.
Another correction needs to be
made on the maps regarding Raton
Pass. The Mountain Branch followed the Railroad Canyon route
in the stream bed, not the Old Pass
route on the ridge of the Park Plateau peneplain to the west and
down Moulton Avenue. The Old
Pass route was built to replace
the river bed trail taken over in
1878 by the railroad. 1 am working
on documentation.
Nancy Robertson
Linwood, P. O. Box 1516
Raton, NM 87740
If anyone can answer the question on a forage station, please
send a copy of the response to
me to include in WT.

HELP WANTED
As the archival repository for
the Santa Fe Trail Association,
the Santa Fe Trail Center is interested in acquiring materials pertinent to the Association. These
would include correspondence
between members or board members and files and records of formerboard members. We are seek-

ing to preserve these records for
future members who might be interested in the first years of the
Santa Fe Trail Association. If you
are unsure whether your items belong in the archives, please contact us. Send materials to Santa
Fe Trail Center, RR 3, Larned, KS
67550 (316) 285-2054. Thanks.
Jonathan T. Zwink
Archi vi st/ Education Director

• • • • •

I am trying to gather everything
available about the area of Walnut Creek Crossing, an area I am
starting to call the Fort Zarah
Complex, including the AllisonPeacock trading post, Walnut
Crossing, Fort Zarah, and anything connected with the area. I
would appreciate hearing from
anyone who has information or
can point me to where information
may be found. Thank you.
Robert E. Button
RR 3, Box 169
Great Bend, KS 67530

• • • • •
I am interested in the impact of
the Trail on church history. New
Mexican businessmen traveled
the Trail to the U.S., worked in
Kansas City, St. Louis, and New
York, and served in the territorial
government with Anglos. The Bernalillo/Las Vegas merchandising
families of Chaves, Armijo, Otero,
Gutierrez, and Perea were all
related by marriage. Their sons
were educated in St.Louis. Antonio Jose Otero learned to read the
Bible under Padre Martinez. Jose
Ynes Perea, younger brother of
freighter Francisco Perea, was
educated in Chihuahua, atthe Jesuit Academy of M. Peugnet
(where he obtained a Bible), and
at West Point Military Academy.
While herding sheep and running
a trading post in Las Vegas, he
received a packet of Bibles from
Dr. Philip Shraff in Philadelphia.
EI Rito freighters, Sandoval and
Arguello, were given Bibles in
Trinidad after haul ing freight from
the railhead at El Moro.
When Presbyterian, Methodist,
and Baptist missionaries Annin,
Roberts, Darley, Harwood, and
Gorman arrived inLas Vegas, Watrous, Taos, and the Mora Valley
just after the Civil War, they
found a number of family groups
reading the Reina-Valera Spanish
translation. Several of these families became Protestants. Some
had been Penitentes.
In 1871 the Indian Office endorsed Agent F. M. Amy's proposal
that the Pueblo Indian schools be
taught only in English. He wrote
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Dr. John C. Lourie, Secretary of
the Presbyterian Mission Board,
to request English-speaking teachers, in direct confrontation
with Bishop Jean B. Lamy who
wanted government support for
his Spanish-speaking Catholic
teachers.
The Menaul Historical Library in
Albuquerque is interested in preserving the history of these Biblereading converts. How did the
Sanchez, Gomez, Mondragon, Ortega, Rodriguez, Madrid, orTelles
Bibles reach their destinations?
How did the Anglo education of
the New Mexican Trail merchants
change their religion or affect
their family relationships? Were
the final results of the effort to
"learn their language and come
back prepared to defend your people" worthwhile? I would be happy
to correspond with concerned
people.
Nancy Robertson
Linwood, P. O. Box 1516
Raton, NM 87740

I NEW SFTA MEMBERS I
This list includes new memberships received since the last issue up to November 15, when total
membership stood at 975. Those
received after this printing will
appear in the next issue. If there
is an error in this information,
please send corrections to the
editor. We thank you for your
support.
INSTITUTIONAL MEMBERSHIPS
American Dream Safari, P. O. Box
556, McPherson, KS 67460
Fluke-O-Fate Productions, Marilyn
B. Larson, 1832 Kenyon St. NW,
Washington, D. C. 20010
Mora Historical Preservation, Box
206, Mora, NM 87732
City of Raton, Box 910, Raton, NM
87740
The Tiller & Toiler, 115 W. 5th, Larned, KS 67550

FAMILY MEMBERSHIPS
Arthur & Ruth Ayres, 617 N. Walker St., Olathe, KS 66061
James & Aleksandra Bruner, 12437
W. 67th Ave., Arvada, CO 80004
Robert & Betty Carr, 321256thSt.,
Lubbock, TX 79413
Clint & Siva Chambers, 5104 18th
Place, Lubbock, TX 79416
Mary Lou & Ken Curtis, 2204 Happy
Hollow Rd., West Lafayette, IN
47906
Bruce & Joyce Dale, 1546 N. Ivanhoe St., Arlington, VA 22205
Ed & Dorothy Dart, 2516 Pinebluff
Dr., Dallas, TX 75228
John & Nan Dieterich, 2967 Plaza
Blanca, Santa Fe, NM 87505
Homer & Bertha Evans, RR 2, Box

131B, Ulysses, KS 67880
Jack & Catharine Franzwa, 7425
SW Chapel Ct., Portland, OR
97223
Jerry & Lavern Hays, 1309 Phillips
Dr., Dumas, TX 79029
Leland & Helen Johns, 4-F GreenWQod Cove Dr., Tiburon, CA
94920
William & Barbara Kennedy, 1183
Cerro Gordo, Santa Fe, NM 87501
Robert Kincaid, Box 359, Crowell,
TX 79227
Bea Riley & Eddie Owen, Rt. 1, Box
46, Elkhart, KS 67950
Lon & Ann Palmer, 168 W. 5th, Hoisington, KS 67544
Peter E. & Elizabeth M. Parisi, 9225
Hunting Valley Rd., Clarence, NY
14031
Dr. Carl & Beatrice Putman, 1575
E. 250th Ct., Faribault, MN 55021
Bill & Irene Rudloff, Box 146, New
Franklin, MO 65274
Charles & O'Reta Sanders, 2971
Senda Del Puerto, Santa Fe, NM
87505
John & Carolyn Sayler, 901 So.
Pioneer, Lyons, KS 67554
Rollie & Sue Schafer, 3030 Hartlee
Field Rd., Denton, TX 76201
W. L. & Esther Shelton, 3750 N.
Cascade Sp. B-38, Colorado
Springs, CO 80907
Wade & Betty Shipley, Box 1329,
Lovington, NM 88260
Sue & Roy Stubbs, Box 138, Arrow
Rock, MO 65320
Elizabeth Vantine & Roger Allen
Grigg, 1654 Noble Dr. NE, Atlanta,
GA 30306
Louis & Ella Van Meter, Box 234,
Burdett, KS 67523
Robert & Sue Vest, 2707 Campbell
Rd. NW #2, Albuquerque, NM
87104
Mildon Yeager, 416 Wichita, Larned, KS 67550

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIPS
Francisco Apodaca, Ribera, NM
87560
Dennis Arnold, 804 Hays, Council
Grove, KS 66846
Bob Barr, 102 Ninth Ave. NW, Mandan, ND 58554
David Bennett, 202 N. Rock Rd. Apt.
1803, Wichita, KS 67206
Alan Bradford, Rt. 9, Box 72AB,
Santa Fe, NM 87505
Nancy R. Briggs, 8 Arco NW,
Albuquerque, NM 87120
Dr. Robert H. Buchanan, P. O. Box
251, Alamosa, CO 81101
Scott Burnett, 6940 Woodland Dr.,
Shawnee, KS 66218
Willard Chilcott, 885 Camino Del
Este, Santa Fe, NM 87501
Don Craig, 2514 Carmean Dr., Las
Vegas, NM 87701
Lois Daniel, 3533 Wyandotte, Kansas City, MO 64111
Robert Daugherty, 3078 Plaza BIanca, Santa Fe, NM 87505
William E. DeLeal, Sr., 523 N. 7th
St., St. Charles, MO 63301
Constance S. Dempsey, 329 Magdalena Rd., Santa Fe, NM 87501
Marlene Donahue, 95 Sunny Hill Dr.,
Petaluma, CA 94952

Barbara Doolittle, Doolittle Ranch,
Watrous, NM 87753
Allen M. Dulles, 409 E. Coronado Rd.
No.1, Santa Fe, NM 87501
Jean Erdal, 577 Todd, Los Alamos,
NM 87544
Gail H. Fernald, 2355 Balsam Dr.,
Boulder, CO 80302
William Gannon, 105 Calle Pinonero,
Santa Fe, NM 87505
Alice Gibson, P. O. Box 12, EI Prado,
NM 87529
Erma Gilbert, 1302 N. Academy,
Guymon, OK 73942
Marjorie Goetz, 1111 N. Luna Circle,
Santa Fe, NM 87501
Louise Graybill, P. O. Box 898, Elkhart, KS 67950
Dorothy C. Harlan, 14 Morningside
Dr., Boonville, MO 65233
Frank M. Haynes, 427 Sheridan
Rd., Kenilworth, IL 60043-1220
Mrs. BobHays, 1314RooseveltSt.,
Guyman, OK 73942
C. W. Hellwege, 7001 Lindell Blvd.,
St. Louis, MO 63130
Lloyd Hennen, 2411 Laguna Vista
Dr., Novato, CA 94945
Dexter W. Hess, 2202 Santa Fe,
La Junta, CO 81050
Daniel D. Holt, 1225 MUlvane, Topeka, KS 66604
Bryon Hooper, 320 S. Krameria,
Denver, CO 80224
Myra Ellen Jenkins, 1022 Don
Cubero, Santa Fe, NM 87501
Guy D. Josserand, RR 2, Box 311,
Dodge City, KS 67801
Angela Zadro Kraeski, 2233 Kearney #5, Denver, CO 80207
Phyllis Larkin, Colonial Apts. #701,
205 St. Peters Ave., Rome, NY
13440
Richard R. Lea, 1900 Hepplewhite
Ct., Fort Collins, CO 80526
Laura Lewis, Rt. 2, Guymon, OK
73942
Martha Liebert, Box 223, Bernalillo,
NM 87004
Virginia Lietz, 139 Ridgecrest Dr.,
Santa Fe, NM 87505
Willard C. Louden, 83500 Co. Rd.
10.0, Branson, CO 81027
Donald C. Lowrie, 117 County Club
Garden MHP, Santa Fe, NM 87501
Jerre Lugeanbeal, 401 West Spring
St., Fayette, MO 65248
Howard Machlan, 1538 Emery St.,
Longmont, CO 80501
David S. Masterman, 2265 Calle
Cacique, Santa Fe, NM 87505
Vernon A. McDannald, 2101 E.
Claire Dr., Phoenix, AZ 85022
Mitch McGuire, P. O. Box 5151, San
Luis Obispo, CA 93403
Melissa Megas, Box 177, New
Franklin, MO 65274
B. Michael Miller, State Records &
Archives, 404 Montezuma, Santa
Fe, NM 87503
Evelyn L. Miller, Box 217, Ellinwood,
KS 67526
Lyle Miller, 10207 Blaisdell Ave So.,
Bloomington, MN 55420
Honey Sullivan Moga, 16 E. Sheridan Rd., Lake Bluff, IL 60044
Howard E. Mohler, 155 Oak St., HarveYVille, KS 66431
Roger Moldenhauer, W1143 Huckleberry St., Edgar, WI 54426
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David G. Noble, RR 10, Box 94N,
Santa Fe, NM 87501
L. Anne Ortiz, 2573 Camino Chueco,
Santa Fe, NM 87505
Dolores Plested, 1208 Logan, Denver, CO 80203
David Plouch, RR 1, Box 42, Cimarron, NM 87714
Ramon Powers, 7121 Wattling Ct.,
Topeka, KS 66604
M. S. Reynolds, 304 S. 4th, Raton,
NM 87740
Sandra Richmond, 2390 McKinley
Ave., Louisville, CO 80027
Mark K. Roberts, P. O. Box 22, Tampa, KS 67483
Betty Romero, 632 Arnold Dr.,
Lyons, KS 67554
Jerry Sanderson, 8001 East Willowbrook Rd., Wichita, KS 67207
William R. Seybold, 1285 Mesa
Ave.,
Colorado Springs, CO
80906
Pat Sheridan, 205-B E. 14th, Hutchinson, ks 67501
James E. Sherman, 1402 Camino
Miraflores, Tucson, AZ 85745
Ray S. SchUlz, 3003 Broadway,
Great Bend, KS 67530
Dorris Simon, 18230 99th Dr., Sun
City, AZ 85373
Joan Sudborough, 64 Maya Rd,
Santa Fe, NM 87505
Woodson Taylor, 103 Catron St.
#56, Santa Fe, NM 87501
Liza S. Terry, 300 Goddard Ave.,
Trinidad, CO 81082
Douglas R. Thayer, 338 Potrillo, Los
Alamos, NM 87544
Tom Thomason, 435 St. Michaels
B-220, Santa Fe, NM 87501
David J. Thompson, 4527 Woodworth Lane, St. Louis, MO 63128
James D. Thompson, 4527 Woodworth Lane, St. Louis, M063128
John E. Thompson, 4527 Woodworth Lane, St. Louis, MO 63128
Olivia Tsosie, Rt. 6, Box 75, Santa
Fe, NM 87505
Dr. Andrew Wallace, Box 5739,
Northern
Arizona
University,
Flagstaff, AZ 86011
John T. Warchol, 8160 Burgess
Lake Dr., Poland, Ohio 44514
W. C. Wheatley, 415 Walnut St.,
Cia yton, NM 88415
Stephanie M. Williams, 2416 Madre
Dr. NE, Albuquerque, NM 87112
Norman Wolthers, 132 Sunset Dr.,
Gallup, NM 87301
Dan Yount, 238 Main St., Sweet
Springs, MO 65351

1990 SFT CALENDAR
Ambassador Les Vilda and David
Marchant have researched and designed a Trail calendar for 1990,
which opens to 11" x 17" with an
ink drawing of a different Trail
site each month. Historic Trail
information is provided for many
dates. Vilda conducted the research and Marchant prepared the
illustrations and layout. The cost
is $8.00 plus $1.50 shipping.
Order from Les Vilda, RR 2, Box
13, Wilber, NE 68465.
<J

ADVISORY COUNCIL
APPROVES TRAIL PLAN
The SFNHT Advisory Council met
at Council Grove, November 6-7,
and made final suggestions for
revisions of the Comprehensive
Management and Use Plan for the
Trail which the NPS will consider
prior to printing and distribution
of the plan this winter. With those
recommendations, the Council approved the plan.
NPS Southwest Regional Director
John Cook said "This meeting was
a critir,al step in tlie planning
process. We appreciate the hard
work of the Advisory Council. Its
expertise in Trail history, and
sensitivity to the variety of issues
surrounding the
Trail,
provided invaluable input, resulting in a plan that will put the Santa Fe Trail on the cutting edge of
the National Trails System."
Dr. David Sandoval, co-chairman of the Council, expressed delight that "the wagons are ready
to roll. The path is charted and
we know where we're going.
Success now depends on us." Cochairman William deBuys echoed
this sentiment. "One of the purposes of the Advisory Council is
to serve as a channel for public
comment and involvement in the
workings of the Santa Fe National
Historic Trail. We look forward to
continuing this role now that the
plan is finaL"
Topping off the successful
meeting was a tour of Council
Grove's historic sites, conducted
by Don and Doris Cress. They
provided the group with an educational running commentary as
they viewed such highlights as
the Council Oak, Seth Hays Home,
and Hermit's Cave.

SOUVENIR CUPS FOR
SALE BY FLOG

TRAIL CALENDAR
Everyone is invited to send notices for this section; provide
location, date(s), time(s) and activity. Remember this is a quarterly. The next issue should appear
in February, so send information
for March and later to arrive by
January 20. Thank you.

Dec. 15-16, 1989: Lantern-light
Christmas tours of historic Baca ,_ The Fort Lamed Old Guard, headed
House, Trinidad, CO, 7-9:30 p.m. ',r by SFTA President Joe Snell, is
selling reproductions of distinceach
evening.
Reservations
tive coffee cups used by the army
required. Contact Mark L. Gardner at (719) 846-7217.
during the frontier era. A handleless cup used at a frontier Kansas
May 31-June 2,1990: Biennial Rendezvous, Santa Fe Trail Center,
fort was used for a mold, and the
RR 3, Larned, KS 67550.
reproductions are white with the
Aug. 10-11, 1'990: Trail conference
FLOG logo (insignia of the Third
on "Nuevo Mexicans and the
Infantry) on one side and "Fort
Santa Fe Trail," hosted by HighLamed Old Guard" on the other.
lands University at Las Vegas,
Price is $7.50 each, plus $1.00
NM, and Fort Union National Monshipping. Order from Fort Larned
ument. Contact Supt. Harry C.
Old Guard, P. O. Box 354, Larned,
Myers, Fort Union National MonuKS 67550.
ment, Watrous, NM 87753.
Sept. 26-30, 1991: Santa Fe Trail
Symposium, Arrow Rock, MO.
$5.00
Contact Coordinator Richard R.
Forry, 205 S. 6th St., Arrow
BEST WESTERN
Rock, MO 65320.
BENT'S FORT INN

East Highway 50
Las Animas, CO 81054
(719) 456-0011

All matters relating to Wagon
Tracks should be addressed
to the editor:
Leo E. Oliva
RR 1, Box 31
Woodston, KS 67675
(913) 994-6253

Quarter up at Bent's
Fort Inn on the SFT
and visit
Bent's Old Fort
Boggsville
Zebulon Pike Sighting
Kit Carson Museum
Kit Carson Chapel
Present this coupon for
$5.00 room discount

All inquiries regarding membership should be directed to
the secretary-treasurer:
Ruth Olson
Santa Fe Trail Center
RR 3
Larned, KS 67550
(316) 285-2054

Wagon Tracks
Santa Fe Trail Association
RR 1, Box 31
Woodston, KS 67675
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NATIONAL FRONTIER
TRAILS CENTER
GRAND OPENING

LARNED TRAIL WEEK
AND RENDEZVOUS
MAY 26-JUNE 3, 1990

Dan Holt, director of the National
Frontier Trails Center at Independence. MO, invites SFTAmembers
to attend the grand opening of the
Center, March 23-28. 1990. The
public ribbon cutting will be at
9:30 a.m., March 24, followed by
a brunch at Arrowhead Stadium,
official greetings, and a keynote
address. The Oregon-California
Trails Association (OCTA) building will be dedicated at 3:00 p.m.
that day.
The last three days of this celebration
will
be devoted to
specific trails: March 26, Oregon
Trail; March 27, California Trail;
and March 28. Santa Fe Trail. Included on Santa Fe Trail Day will
be a Mexico flag raising at 9:00
a.m., a pageant by students of
Santa Fe Trail Elementary School
at 10:00 a.m., featured speaker
Marc Simmons will talk on "Trailblazer Kit Carson: Hero or Villain?" at 1:30 p.m., at the Truman
Library, to be followed by a reception. At 7:00 p.m. on March 28,
at Wm. Chrisman High School,
VanAnn Moore will present her
portrayal of Susan Shelby Magoffin, one of the first AngloAmerican women to travel the Santa Fe Trail. Other events and special exhibits will be presented all
five days.
For additional information, contact Director Dan Holt, National
Frontier Trails Center. P. O. Box
1019, Independence, MO 640510519, or call (816) 836-8300 ext.
491.

The annual Santa Fe Trail week
at Larned, KS, May 26-June 3,
1990. will include the biennial
Trail Rendezvous, hosted by the
Santa Fe Trail Center, May 31June 2, 1990. The series of events
will begin with a weekendofliving history activities and programs at Fort Larned National Historic Site, May 26-28. The threeday Rendezvous at the end of the
week will be the sixth such program since 1980. Each Rendezvous has focused on a different
topic.
This year's theme is "Perceptions of the Santa Fe Trail as Portrayed by the Media-Yesterday
and Today." The media played an
important role in forming eastern
perceptions of the people and cultures of the Trail region and the
West. and today it affects perceptions of the Santa Fe National Historic Trail. Speakers and topics
include J ames Hoy and Tom Isern
on folksongs, T. Lindsay Baker on
contemporary Texan views of the
Santa Fe trade. Ronald McCoy on
western films, Timothy Zwink on
illustrator
and
correspondent
Theodore Davis. George Neavoll
on the Trail and today's media,
and Nancy Sherbert on photographer Alexander Gardner. There
will also be field trips, guided
tours of the Trail Center and Fort
Larned NHS. and a buffalo dinner
at Fort Larned with a special presentation by T. Lindsay Baker,
"Conversations with James S.
French, Buffalo Skinner, Whiskey
Peddler, and Derelict."
The Trail Week will end on Sunday, June 3, with the annual
Dedication Day Celebration at the
Trail
Center,
including
free
admission and special activities.
Each member of SFTAwill receive
details and registration materials
for this Rendezvous. The governing board of SFTA wi 11 meet during
the Rendezvous. Ruth Olson. director of the Trail Center and SFTA
sec-treas. invites everyone to
participate in this program.
<:1

CHAPTER GUIDELINES
A new SFTA publication. setting
out the guidelines for organizing
a local chapter of the Association, has been printed by H. Denny
Davis, Fayette. MO. Davis donated
the printing of the guide which
wa s prepared by Marc Simmons
last year. To obtain a copy, contact Sec-Treas Ruth Olson, Santa
Fe Trail Center. RR 3, Larned, KS
67550 (316) 285-2054.
<:1

NUMBER 2
MASSACRE SITE MARKED
by Morris A. DuBois

New marker sponsored by Heart of
the Rinthills Chapter (photo by Morris A. DuBois).
This photo shows the site of a
massacre and burial of 28 Mexicans along the Santa Fe Trail in
Lyon County, KS. in 1844. The victims were traveling the Trail by
wagon train, heading east to purchase trade goods to take back
to New Mexico. when they were
ambushed. robbed, and murdered
by a gang of outlaws. The remains
were buried by the U.S. Army.
The outlaws. as hardened a gang
of cut-throats as ever went unhanged, resided in the first log
house built by white men in
Wabaunsee County in 1842, near
the present town of Harveyville.
They organized for the purpose of
robbing army paymasters and
Mexican caravans. They reportedly killed many people traveling
the Trail between 1842 and 1844.
The site of the Mexican burials
was near the crest of a mound in
sight of an old cabin used as a
point of observation. From there.
every wagon train passing over
the Santa Fe Trail to or from Independence or Fort Leavenworth
could be observed. the numberof
wagons and men determined, and
the probable value of the treasure
estimated. This gravesite.located on private property. was
recently enclosed and marked by
Mr. and Mrs. Rusty Schwerdt.<:1

PRESIDENT'S COLUMN
Until the lastfewdays beingpresident of the Santa Fe Trail Association has been a piece of
cake. That was fortunate for me
since my time has been consumed
by a variety of personal projects
like moving into our new home,
building storage in the basement
and bookcases in my study, trying
to level the "lawn" on good days,
etc.
With the turn of the year, however, I realized that I must get
on with the Association's business which in the short tenn
meant appointing people to committees. I really intended to get
at that work right after New Year's
Day. A request from Leo saying he
wanted to publish the list in this
issue of Wagon Tracks really put
me on the spot.
A series of telephone calls easily and quickly filled all the chairmanships while many volunteerss
had indicated their willingness to
serve on a variety of committees.
The generosity of those associated with our organization overwhelms me; no one was unwilling
to serve where I asked them.
All of which convinces me even
further that this organization is
one of the most outstanding in
country. Its members do not join
merely for the fun of it, they are
willing to work toward our goals.
Those of you to whom I talked
really wanned my heart and made
my day.
The most important commi ttee of
the Association is still unstaffed,
however. The nominating committee will recommend, at the meeting in Arrow Rock in the fall of
1991, those persons who they
believe are the most qualified to
serve as officers and members of
the governing board. I hope we
may have one person from each
of the five states on this committee so that everyone will receive
due geographical consideration.
We'll announce the appointments
for that committee at a later date.
Thank all of you who responded
to my request so willingly. You
make being president a real joy.
-Joseph W. SneIl

SFTA COMMITTEES
SFTA committees required by the
bylaws, to be appointed by the
president with at least one member of the governing board on
each:
Audit: "a commmitte of the governing board shall audit the treasurer's records annually."

Audit: (con't)
Mark L. Gardner, chair (CO)
Adrian Bustamante (NM)
William Y. Chalfant (KS)
Virginia Lee Fisher (MO)
Dan Sharp (OK)
Awards: to identify and propose
the names of persons or organi zations who have rendered exceptional service in the preservation
and/or development of the Santa
Fe Trail, or who have exhibited
outstanding efforts toward the interpretation and public appreciation of the Trail, its resources and
its history.
Marc Simmons, chair (NM)
Virginia Lee Fisher (MO)
Mark L. Gardner (CO)
Ruth Olson (KS)
Bill Pitts (OK)
Marker: to develop and propose
standards for the design, selection, placement and erection of
historical markers relating to the
Santa Fe Trail, after standards are
adopted by the governing body to
research, compose, erect, and
commemorate such signs.
Larry Jochims, chair (KS)
Michael Duncan (KS)
Gregory Franzwa (MO)
Jon Hunner (NM)
Jim Sherer (KS)
Membership: to promote membership in the Santa Fe Trail Association world wide.
Syl via Mooney, chair (MO)
Paul Bentrup (KS)
William G. Buckles (CO)
David Hutchison (OK)
Mike McDonald (NM)
Program: to develop the program
and local arrangements for the Association's biennial symposium
and other gatherings which may
be directed by the governing
board.
Richard Forry, chair (MO)
Committees detennined by the
president:
Cooperative Agreement: to conSIder, comment on and make
recommendations on cooperative
agreements proposed by the National Park Service.
Joy Poole, chair (NM)
Sylvia Mooney (MO)
Tim Zwink (OK)
Education: to consider and propose educational programs.
Tim Zwink, chair (OK)
Virginia Lee Fisher (MO)
Karla French (KS)
Jere Krakow '(CO)
Michael Montoya (NM)
Danita Ross (NM)
Dave Webb(KS)
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Financial su~port pOlicr to propose the po ICy where y the Association will consider appeals for
financial support from individuals
and organizations.
William Y. Chalfant, chair (KS)
William G. Buckles (CO)
Ruth Olson (KS)
Joy Poole (NM)
Marc Simmons (NM)
Historic Site Development Guidehnes: to develop and propose
gUidelines for the use of persons
or groups who wish to develop a
historic site related to the Santa
Fe Trail.
Martin Stein, chair (KS)
Harry C. Myers (NM)
John B. Arnold (KS)
~Ogo: to solicit and recommend a
eSlgn for the Associa tion' s official
logo.
Marc Simmons, chair (NM)
Bill Pitts (OK)
Publications: to develop the Association's publication program for
consideration by the board and to
provide oversight for the Association's
regular
and
special
publications.
H. Denny Davis, chair (MO)
Fern Bessire (KS)
Gregory Franzwa (MO)
Linda Johnston (VA)
Leo E. Oliva (KS)
Committee designated by the
governing board.
Interpretive Centers: to consider
and propose locatons for National
Park Service operated interpretive
centers.
Gregory Franzwa, chair (MO)
Dan Sharp (OK)
Marc Simmons (NM)
John Tarabino (CO)
Edgar White (KS)
Wagon Tracks is the official publication
of the Santa Fe Trail Association, a nonprofit organization incorporated under the
laws of the State of Colorado. Letters are
welcome, but they become the propeny
of WT and may be edited or abridged at
the editor's discretion. All rights reserved.
Inquiries can be directed to the appropriate
addresses below. Annual subscriptions are
obtained through membership in the Association, whose dues are fixed per calendar year. Checks should be made payable
to the Santa Fe Trail Association and sent
to the secretary-treasurer.
MembefShip C_9O"iee
Benefactor
$1,000
Patron
$lOO/year
Institutional
$25/year
Family
$15/year
Individual
$lO/year
Editor: Leo E. Oliva, RR 1, Box 31, Woodston,
KS 67675
Pnteident Joseph W. Snell, 5609 Hawick,
Topeka, KS 66614
Vice-Pnteident Timothy A. Zwink, 807 N.
Sunset Or., Alva, OK 73717
Secretafy-Treaeuter: Ruth Olson, Santa Fe
Trail Center, RR 3, Lamed, KS 67550
1991 Sympoeium Coordinator: Richard R. Forry, 205 S. 6th St., Arrow Rock, Me 65320
Publicity Coordinator: Michael E. Pitel, Tano
Rd., At. 4, Box 240, Santa Fe, NM 87501

JA.CK K. BOYER
1911-1989
With the passing of Jack Boyer
of Taos, the SFTA has lost one of
its distinguished members. Born
in a small New Mexico mining
town in 1911, he moved to Taos
with his family attheageofnine.
As a young man, he witnessed a
disastrous fire on the town plaza
which led him to help organize the
Taos Volunteer Fire Department.
At the outbreak of World WadI,
Jack was sent to the Philippines
with the New Mexico National
Guard where he endured the horrors of the Bataan Death March and
Japanese POW camps. Surviving
that ordeal, he received a medical
di scharge following the war and
promptly returned to Taos.
For the next 34 years he was a
leader in the effort to preserve
and interpret the Kit Carson home,
a property of the Mason's Bent
Lodge of Taos. Jack ably served
as executive director of the Kit
Carson
Foundation,
becoming
recognized as an authority on Carson's life. In that capacity he was
frequently consul ted by researchers and the media.
The loss of Jack Boyer is keenly
felt by the numerous people who
appreciated his many and enduring contributions to the history of
the Southwest.
-M a rc Simmons

FRANKLIN OR BUST
MOVING ALONG
Franklin orBust, Inc., is requesting that members renew for 1990
and is seeking new members to
help with their drive to establish
a Trail interpretive center at the
eastern end of the Santa Fe Trail.
Several goals have been met, including
the
removal of all
unfavorable references to the
Franklin site from the SFNHT Management and Use Plan, endorsement of the site by many organizations, an appropriation by the
state of Missouri to study the
site, and preliminary work in
securing funding for a visitor
center.
FOB President H. Denny Davis
invites everyone interested in
this project to join the organization. Individual dues are $10 per
year, and institutional memberships are $25. To join or renew.
send your check to Franklin or
Bust, Inc.. c/o Bill Rudloff,
Treas .. P. O. Box 146, New Franklin, MO 65274.
<l

BOGGSVILLE PROJECT
PROGRESS REPORT
by Phil Petersen
The Boggsville Revitalization
Committee has been working on
plans for Boggsville since receiving grants for nearly $100,000
from the State of Colorado Dept.
of Local Affairs and the National
Trust for Historic Preservation.
Most of this money will be used
for site planning and restoration
of the 1866 Thomas O. Boggs
house. A report of archaeological
investigations of the historic
site, conducted by the Univ. of
Southern Colorado under the direction of Bill and Nancy Buckles,
has just been received. This is
just the beginning of archaeological research.
Site planning help has been hired through the Center for Community Development and Design of the
University of Colorado to aid in
developing an interpretive plan to
portray the importance of early
settlement along the Santa Fe
Trail and the lower Arkansas valley. The residents of Boggsville
were well known among Trail
travelers.
Thomas R. Mann and Associates
of Albuquerque have contracted to
conduct aerial mapping and research photography in the area.
Mann has graciously donated
much of this work. The Planning
Committee has met with the Division of Wildlife and Colorado
Parks Department with plans to
develop a walking trail which
would head at Boggsville and
eventually traverse 20 miles past
other historic sites in the area.
The first phase will be a 2.5-mile
trail from Boggsville to the original gravesite of William Bent, east
of Las Animas where the DAR is
planning a monument.
On April 27, 1990, the Las
Animas community will celebrate
Santa Fe Trail Days, sponsored by
the high school. This is the 56th
year of this celebration. In conjunction with it, the Boggsvile
Committee is planning an all-day
program of events at Boggsville
on Saturday, April 28. Everyone is
invited to attend and see the prospects for this worthy project.
The Research Committee is busy
looking for the authentic history
of the community of Boggsville.
If any SFTA friends have or know
of any pictures or data on Boggsville or its people, please send
the information to Phil Petersen,
P. O. Box 88, La Junta, CO
81050-0088.
<l
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GARDNER GETS GRANT
TO STUDY MERCHANTS
The Colorado Endowment for the
Humanities recently awarded a
research grant to SFTA board member Mark L. Gardner of Trinidad to
study Colorado merchants during
the Trail era. Entitled "Locomotives, Oxen and Freight: Merchants along the Santa Fe Trail
in Colorado, 1870-1879," the
project will focus on, but not be
limited to, the forwarding and
commission merchants who located at such railheads as Kit Carson, Granada, West Las Animas,
La Junta, and EI Moro.
Gardner hopes his project will
increase awareness about the importance of the latter period of the
Santa Fe Trail and shed light on
the influence of the railroad and
the increased business activity
associated with it in southern
Colorado.
The grant will fund research
trips to Boston, where Gardner
wi 11 examine the credit reports of
R. G. Dun & Co. Collection.
Albuquerque. and Denver. Gardner, director of the Baca/Bloom
and Pioneer Museum in Trinidad,
is currently editing the letters of
Santa Fe Tr:ail traders Edward
J ames Glasgow and William Henry Glasgow for publication.

LAMENTABLE LOGO
LOGJ AM LOOSE:
LOUANN'S LINES
LOOK LUMINOUS
SFTA member Louann Jordan of
Santa Fe. who is a talented graphics designer, has been trying her
hand at producing a logo for the
Association. For some time the
officers and board have been hoping to come up with something
suitable. but after considering
several submissions from the
logo committee, rejected them
all.
Louann,
who
designed the
covered wagon symbol used on
last year's symposium program,
has already submitted a draft of
several different logos for consideration by Past President Marc
Simmons and current President
Joe Snell. They are leaning toward a design that has an ox yoke
for its foundation. A committee of
Simmons and Bill Pitts has been
appointed to continue this project. As an organization, we are
now more than three years old, so
it is high time that we had our
own logo.
<l

POSSIBLE SALE OF
GREER GARSON RANCH
CREATES CONTROVERSY
Greer Garson's Forked Lightning
Ranch ea st of Santa Fe, which surrounds Pecos National Monument
and contains Santa Fe Trail ruts
and the historic Kozlowski Ranch
and stagecoach stop, has recently been the subject of controversy
because of a possible sale of the
property to Jerry Crassas, an international developer. Crassas
negotiated over several months
for Garson's ranch and the adjoining ranch owned by her stepson,
Gayle Fogelson. The negotiations
came to a halt when it was learned
that Crassas planned to build
"Santa Fe East 2001," an 11,000acre development including a
major resort and residential center, with golf courses and an
airstrip.
When the plans leaked out,
there was vocal oppostion from
residents of the area, and Garson
and Fogelson (who had not been
informed by Crassas about his
development plans) announced
they were reconsidering the offer
for their land. Garson and herlate
husband, E. E. Fogelson, have
been active environmentalists
and donated much of the land for
Pecos National Monument. She is
a member of the SFNHT Advisory
Council. Several people, including former Interior Secretary
Stewart Udall and SFTA President
Joseph Snell, expressed h~pe
that the National Park ServIce
might purchase the ranches to
prevent such developments. Interior Secretary Manuel Lujan visited Pecos Pueblo on January 3,
1990, and expressed his opposition to development of the area.
He stated he would seek federal
funds to help preserve the area
but said the federal government
could not pick up the entire cost.
Fears that the land might be sold
to Crassas decreased considerably when it became known in New
Mexico that the Greek native has
a long criminal record, including
48 convictions for crimes in
Greece. He is wanted on a felony
warrant in Florida, and is listed
by the U.S. government as an "excludable" alien (meaning he is
deemed undesirable and possibly
subject to deportation proceedings). That information ap'pe~red
to stop any further negotIatIons
regarding sale of the ranch. For
the time being, it appears that the
historic Trail and Pecos Pueblo
are still safe in the heart of Garson's Forked Lightning Ranch.<1

FORT UNION ARTIFACTS
Fort Union National Monument
(FUNM) Supt. Harry C. Myers
recently announced the addition
of three remnants of the fort's
past to the monument's museum
collections. Fort Union, 18511891, was situated on the Mountain Route of the Santa Fe Trail
in New Mexico, a few miles from
the junction of the Mountain and
Cimarron routes. It was closely
connected with the history of the
Trail. The new items, according
to Myers, are some "of the most
unusual artifacts that we have."
Last year an antique dealer contacted Fort Union Park Ranger T.
J. Sperry and offered for sale a
wooden dresser, claiming it had
originally come from Fort Union.
The dresser was branded "QMD"
(for Quartermaster's Dept.) on the
back. That was common practice
of the military, but there were
more than 20 other forts in the region where the dresser might have
been used. The dealer loaned the
dresser to FUNM for further study.
The construction techniques
and
brand
were historically
accurate but it appeared an impossible task to prove it came
from Fort Union. Impossible, that
is, until Sperry remembered a
"QMD" branding iron recovered
from the ruins of Fort Union by archeaologists in the 1960s. When
the iron was pressed to the brand
on the dresser, it was a perfect
match. The dresser was from Fort
Union, and it was purchased and
prepared for display.

QMD branding iron and brand in the
dresser.

The other two items, whichmay
be the earliest dated finds at
FUNM are an officer's uniform
butto~ and a thimble, found within
six inches of each otherby a touring member of the Council on
America's Military Past (CAMP).
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Sperry identified the button as
one used by the army betwen 1821
and 1840, noting that the military
generally used up all stocks of
older materials before newlyadopted ones were issued. He further speculated that the button
may have belonged to a soldier
of many years service, perhaps
coming from an old garment or
sewing kit. Perhaps the two objects had fallen throu~h a. cr~~k
in the flooring. "What IS Slgmflcant about this," said Sperry, "is
that the button is the earliestdatable military object found at Fort
Union." These two items are also
on display at FUNM.

Officer's button and thimble found
at Fort Union.

SEARCH FOR PLAINSMEN
Early in the 20th century, the
Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) became concerned that
traces of the old Santa Fe Trail
were disappearing. They proceeded to mark the route as precisely
as possible. The DAR also wanted
to preserve the stories of those
who traveled the several trails
across the plains, 1822-1880.
In 1909 the DAR asked for help
from the Independence city council to develop a project to preserve the records of the plainsmen. Old plainsmen were invited
to attend a reunion at the Independence Fairgrounds on September
3, 1909. There an association was
formed with membership open to
everyone who had traveled over
the plains, including trappers,
traders, emigrants, soldiers, and
tourists. Each member was asked
to contribute papers or sketches
of their experiences and of those
no longer living.
There were 250 members attending in 1909. Annua I reunions were
held until 1917 when only 12 persons answered the roll call. In
1916 the association gave certificates to the members, stating the
name, date of birth, when they had

crossed the plains, and how many
trips they had made. Some of
these certificates may be in the
possession of a descendant. The
early records of the association
were placed in the custody of the
secretary, W. Z. Hickman, and
have yet to be found. Some of
those· early adventures were published by Hickman in History of
Jackson County (1920).
The Independence Pioneer Chapter, DAR, is now searching for descendants of those early plainsmen and any records or relics that
may be available. They are planning to exhibit some of these at
the dedication of the National
Frontier Trails Center in March
1990. If you have any information
about the old plainsmen, please
contact Old Plainsmen Committee,
9717 Brook Lane, Raytown, MO
64133 or call (816) 353-4023.

SFT BICYCLE TOUR
NEEDS VOLUNTEERS
Willard Chilcott, coordinator of
the Santa Fe Trail Great Bicycle
Trek schedul ed for September and
October 1990, has sent questionnaires to SFTA members residing
in communities along the route.
He is seeking information and
volunteers. This year the riders
will follow the Mountain Route
from Santa Fe to New Franklin, MO.
The tour has been endorsed by the
Association, and everyone who is
interested is encouraged to work
with the tour group to make it a
success. Chilcott hopes this will
become an annual or semi-annual
event. It is a great way to see
and to promote the Trail. If you
received a questionnaire and
have not returned it, please do so
today. If you have any questions
about the trip, contact Chilcott,
885 Camino Del Este, Santa Fe, NM
87501 or call (505) 982-1282.

BCCC TRAIL TRIPS
AVAILABLE IN SPRING
Barton County Community College, Great Bend, KS, will sponsor
two trips on the Trail for college
credit. The first, Traveling the
Trail: Cimarron Crossing to Bent's
Fort, is offered April 7-8, 1990.
The second, Traveling the Trail:
Fort Osage to Withington Ranch,
is scheduled for May 4-6. Both
ventures will be led by David and
Alice Clapsaddle and limited to an
enrollment of 20. For additional
information and to enroll, contact
Elaine Simmons, BCCC, RR 3, Great
Bend, KS 67530 or call (316) 7922701 ext. 214.
<l

RUSSELL HOUSE

POST OFFICE OAK
-LETTERSEditor:

Richard and Marian Sloan Russell
house at StonewaU, Colorado (photo by Robert E. Gehlbach).
SFTA member Robert Gehlbach,
Mandeville, Louisiana, visited
Trail-related sites after attending the Santa Fe symposium last
fall. He went to Stonewall, Colorado, to see the grave site of Marian Sloan Russell, author of The
Land of Enchantment, a classic
of Trail literature. While there, he
was told that this was the Russell
house, located about 150 yards
north of Highway 12 across from
the Picketwire General Store. Further research by Gehlbach indicates that the Russells built a
new house below the stonewall in
1872.
This is where Richard and Marian Russell lived, and it is where
Richard died on August 27, 1888,
five days after being shot during
the war that was fought over the
Maxwell land grant. Widow Marian, who dictated her memoirs of
life on the Trail when 90 years
of age, survived until struck by
an automobile in Trinidad, Colorado, on Christmas day 1936. If
anyone has more information
about the Russell home, please
send it to WT.

MORE OVAL SIGNS
Two more of the oval markers
placed on schools in 1948 have
been reported. Phil Petersen, La
junta, CO, has one in his collection from the Kreybill (Gagby)
School vo:hich was located approximately eight miles east of Las
Animas. Petersen attended school
there until 1957, when it was closed. Ithas been tom down, except
for one room which is now at the
Las Animas Museum.
Brian King, Doolittle Ranch, Watrous, NM, reports that one of the
signs is at the ranch. Its origin
is unknown, but it may have been
placed on one of the school buildings in Watrous. King reports the
sign is in "very good shape with
very little or no rusting." This
accounts for 18 signs. Are there
more?
<l
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I hope you will be able to publish the papers from the Santa Fe
meeting as you did those from
Hutchinson. I look forward to seeing you at the Rendezvous in Larned in May-june.
john A. Mann
3612 Cottonwood Circle
Manhattan, KS 66502
Publication of the symposium
papers is dependent on the gathering of materials by the symposium committee. If the papers
are available (I have requested
them but received no reply), I
wil1 be glad to handle the publication or someone else can volunteer to do it. Like you,I'mwaiting and hoping.
Editor
Editor:

Thanks so much for running my
article on Hiram Young in the last
issue. I plan to use Young as part
of my dissertation work with Patricia Limerick at the University
of Colorado; perhaps this exposure will smoke out some more
information.
There is an error in the article
that should be corrected. In paragraph six, the third sentence
reads, "He employed between 50
and 60 men at his shop on his 480
acre farm six miles east of Independence in the little Blue Valley." The sentence should read,
"He employed between 50 and 60
men at his shop and on his 480
acre farm . . . ." Without the "and"
it appears that Young's wagon
shop was located on his farm,
which it was not. Young's shop
was located at the present intersection of U.S. Highway 24 and
Liberty Street in Independence,
on the southeast comer.
Pat O'Brien
12166 W 7th Dr. #7-106
Golden, CO 80401
Editor:

I want to remind the readers of
WT that the May 1990 issue of
Cobblestone magazine for children will be devoted to the Santa
Fe Trail. I hope many of the fine
writers along the Trail submitted
copy for it. I would like to encourage museums, historic houses,
forts, etc., to place an order with
the publisher for the Trail issue
to sell in their bookstores. For
further information, write CObblestone Publishing, Inc .. 30 Grove
St., Peterborough, NH 03458. I
just love Wagon Tracks and read

it from cover to cover as soon as
I receive it.
Evelyn Bartlow
54 E. Woodbridge Lane
Kansas City, MO 64145
Editor:
In the last issue I notice that
the conference on Nuevo Mexicans and the Santa Fe Trail at
Las Vegas, NM, is scheduled for
August 9-10, 1990. For several
years, now, the Oregon-California
Trails Association (OCTA) has had
its annual convention for 1990
scheduled for August 7-12 at
Omaha, NE. I wonder if the meeting
dates of the conference in New
Mexico might be changed, to enable people to atttend both events
if they so desire, and have contacted Fort Union Supt. Harry
Myers about this. This points up
the need for a clearing house of
meeting dates of historical organizations. Perhaps someone would
volunteer to do this.
RobertL. Berry
Chairman 1990 OCTA Conv.
11505 Pacific St.
Omaha, NE 68154

I cannot speak for the planners
of the New Mexico conference,
and they may be locked into their
dates too. One purpose of our
"Trail Calendar" section in WT is
to help prevent such conflicts.
Unfortunately, the dates of OCTA's meeting have· not been included, an error on my part
which is corrected in this issue.
Also, unfortunately, information about many events never
reaches my desk so it can be included, and I'm sure any clearing house would have a similar
problem. I doubt it is possible to
schedule an event these days
without conflicting with another
meeting, but I agree it would be
good to avoid as many of these
as possible. Best wishes for a
great aCTA convention.
Editor
Editor:
This past summer I visited Council Grove, KS, with friends from
Pennsylvania. We very much
enjoyed visiting the numerous
historic sites in the area. One
thing did disturb us though-it
appears that the ancient Post Office Oak is dying! Perhaps SFTA
or its Heart of the Flint Hills
Chapter should look into obtaining professional help in saving
the tree. Otherwise another bitof
our Santa Fe Trail heritage will
have been lost. At the very least
acorns from this granddaddy tree
can be planted on the site after
its removal, thereby ensuring that

a descendant survives. Now is the
time to act to preserve this important landmark.
Clark Coan
Box 442-043
Lawrence, KS 66044
Editor:
Because it is difficult for some
people to attend the biennial symposiums of SFTA, could we also
have yearly or semi-yearly area
one-day meetings. This way we
could focus on a limited part of
the Trail, explain the purpose better, and visit with area members.
In Kansas, for example, wemight
devote one day to the eastern
third, another meeting to the central third, and another to the western third. For many of us, a twohour drive is better than several
hundred miles and one day is better than two or three days.
Howard & Constance Servis
3232 So. Clifton #510
Wichita, KS 67216

This sounds good, and I hope the
various chapters along the Trail
(and those chapters still to be
formed) will consider such meetings and invite everyone who is
interested to attend. These gatherings might be coordinated by
an SFTA committee or through
Wagon Tracks.

Editor
Editor:
I recently ran into Marc Simmons
and we were talking about history
and the spell it casts on folks.
I happened to mention how much
I enjoy the SFTA's quarterly newsletter and always read it from
cover to cover within a short time
of its arrival. He said he thought
it would be nice if I would drop
you a line and let you know what
I think of Wagon Tracks. Sohere
are my thoughts. BRAVO for what
I consider the best historical
organization newsletter being
published, and I have read a few
and written a few. I look forward
to the next issue.
Sherry C. Smith
P. O. Box 8340
Santa Fe, NM 87504
It is impossible to print as big
a THANK. YOU as we feel (although
I claim this is a one-man operation, Bonita is involved, too, but
not always by choice). We cannot take all the credit, however,
for we depend on many people
to provide information for each

issue. Nevertheless, your letter
will remain prominently displayed on the office wall and,
when the deadline is past for
delivering copy to the printer
and we have gone to a round-the-
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clock schedule of desperation,
the computer is acting up as it
only does at deadlines, the
layout is a mess and nothing
seems to fit, typographical errors are jumping out of hiding
places we had carefully searched before, what should be civil
conversation has become a
shouting match, my vocabulary
changes color (verifying Mark
Twain's assertion that some
things just cannot be done without benefit of profanity), the
situation looks absolutely hopeless, and [ swear only the most
demented
psychopath
would
volunteer to do this on a regular
basis, then, at this point, I will
read your kind letter and think
only to myself with some degree
of pride, "perhaps this is worth
the effort." Thank you.
Editor
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CONVERSE OF THE
PRAIRIES
-BOOK NOTICE5-

Thomas E. Chavez, Conflict and

Acculturation: Manuel Alvarez's
1842 Memorial. Santa Fe: Museum
of New Mexico Press, 1989. Pp.
90. Illus., notes, maps, bibliog.,
index. Cloth, $14.95, plus $2.00
postage. Order from Museum of
New Mexico Press, P. O. Box 2087,
Santa Fe, NM 87504.
This finely crafted publication
makes available to scholars and
the general public a significant
historical document. It is the report of Manuel Alvarez, U.S. consul to Santa Fe, on the conditions
in New Mexico in the 1840s, particularly in regard to the treatment of American citizens by the
Mexican authorities. Consequently, it is filled with references to
the Santa Fe Trail and trade and
presents an overview of the tense
situation created by the TexanSanta Fe Expedition of 1841. In
a broader sense, as Chavez
explains, "it gives uncluttered insight into the meshing of cultures, diplomacy, and business
and personal relations in a manyfaceted frontier" (p. 84).
Chavez has done an excellent
job of setting the historical situation in which Alvarez wrote,
providing explanatory footnotes
and documentation for the memorial, and selectingthemanyillustrations which are featured in the
book, including photographs of

Washington, D.C., as it appeared
when Alvarez visited that city to
deliver his memorial in 1842. This
book is recommended to all
students of the Santa Fe Trail and
the American Southwest.
-Mark L. Gardner

• • • • •
Robert M. Utley, Fort Union and
the Santa Fe Trail. El Paso: Texas
Western Press, 1989. Pp. 42. 11Ius., maps, notes, bibliog.. index. Cloth, $12.00; paper, $7.50;
add $1.50 postage. Order from
Texas Western Press, The University of Texas at El Paso, El Paso,
TX 79968-0633.
Originally done as a National
Park Service report in 1959, this
updated and revised publication
makes available to the reading
public an important study of the
relationship of the Santa Fe Trail
and Fort Union, NM. In addition to
historical background and setting, Utley describes indetail the
various branches of the Trail that
developed in and around the military post that was established on
the Mountain Route only a few
miles from where it joined with
the Cimarron Route. A series of
additional trails were established to connect Fort Union with
the Cimarron Route, including
what was known as the Fort
Leavenworth Road.
All routes are documented with
skill and authority, based on field
work, aerial photography, and
historic maps and accounts. The
only weakness of this welcome
monograph is the fact that the detailed map of the several trails
described has been printed in
such small scale that it is difficult to use. The publisher could
have provided sectional details
or a foldout enlargement. Utley
has established his niche as a
master craftsman of western historical writing, and this booklet
(done originally in the early part
of his career and now polished by
the experienced scholar he has
become) will be appreciated by
everyone interested in the historic routes of the Trail.

• • • • •
Ray R. Kepley, Tails Up/Ulysses,
KS: the author, 1980. Pp. 466.11Ius. Order from Ray R. Kepley, RR
2, Box 128 A, Ulysses, KS 67880
(contact
him
for price and
postage).
This fine piece of historical fiction contains the "memoirs" of Joe
Reynolds on the plains of western
Kansas in 1868, ending with his
participation in the Battle of Beecher's Island as a member of For-

syth's Scouts. The book is based
on careful geographic and historic research, with references to
several branches of the Santa Fe
Trail. Reynolds, called Caroliny
because of his origins, tells his
own story of search for a new life
in the West after the Civil War.
From Kansas City he worked his
way on a wagon train to Fort
Dodge,
passing through Fort
Riley, Abilene, Salina, and Fort
Larned. He hunted buffalo, chased wild horses, put up hay for
the army, and fought Indians. It
is an interesting story, and Kepley clearly knows the land and
its history. The book is nicely illustrated with drawings by Duane
Blehm.

CAMP TALES
-CHAPTER REPORTSCimarron Cutoff
David Hutchison, Boise City, OK,
organizing president of the chapter, was re-elected president for
a two-year term at the meeting in
Boise City, Jan. 22, 1990. D. Ray
Blakeley, Clayton, NM, was also
re-elected secretary-treasurer.
Mary B. Gamble, Springfield, CO,
was elected vice-president. Four
at-large board members were chosen: Gene Higgins, representing
Morton County, KS; W. C. Wheatley, Union County, NM; Paul Bentrup, Baca County, CO; and Dan
Sharp, Cimarron County, OK.
Sharp, a member of the SFNHT
Trail Advisory Council, reported
that the National Park Service may
leave all Trail branches off the
list of SFNHT. The excluded trails
would include Fort Leavenworth
branches, Fort Hays-Fort Dodge
Road, Aubry Route, and the
Granada-Fort Union Military Road.
Chapter members passed a resolution to be forwarded to David M.
Gaines, Chief, Branch of Trail Programs, asking that all of these
branches be included in the
SFNHT system.
Sharp also reported that the
Cimarron Route through Oklahoma
and New Mexico is being ignored
by NPS for the placing of interpretive centers. Joan Walton, Boise
City, who heads a committee to
work for an interpreti ve center,
said her committee had met and
that Harry C. Myers, supl. of Fort
Union National Monument, had attended that meeting.
Reports were gi ven by representatives of the other counties
of the chapter: Mary Gamble.
Baca, CO; Ed White, Morton. KS;
and Ray Blakeley, Union, NM. Joan
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Walton suggested that the four
counties work together to publish
a Trail brochure. Hutchison appointed a committe of Walton.
Stephen Hayward, Mary Gamble,
and Ray Blakeley to investigate
that project.
SFTA Ambassador Paul Bentrup
gave a progrom concerning interest of Europeans in the history of
the American West and especially
the Santa Fe Trail. He told about
three travelers from France coming to see his SFT ruts which he
had donated to the Kearny County
Historical Society. He displayed
various photos and newspaper
clippings about foreign visitors.
Dates and places for the remaining 1990 quarterly meetings of the
chapter are: April 30, Clayton; July 30, Springfield; and October 29,
Elkhart.

Texas Panhandle
No report recei ved.

Wagonbed Spring
At the quarterly meeting in
Hugoton, Jan. 11, members heard
a letterfrom David Gaines. National Park Service (NPS). concerning
improvements made at Wagonbed
Spring. President Fern Bessire
was instructed to prepare a report. with copies sent to each
chapter member.
It was decided at the Oct. meeting that the site should be kept
as simple as possible, given the
need to protect and interpret it.
This eliminated the need for a
windmill and storage tank which
caused concern in some quarters.
The committee on pumping installations reported that solar
panels have been ordered with
which to pump water from the well
through underground pipe to the
sunken wagon bed, causing water
to well up into the bed as itmust
have in 1846. The panels will not
be intrusive, and sandhill plums
will be set around the pedestal.
keeping the vegetation indigenous and minimizing the invitation
to vandalism.
Paul Bentrup announced the
availability of the NPS Santa Fe
Trail video, and it was placed
with Gladys Renfro, Hugoton museum director, for distribution as
requested by civic groups before
Feb. 12. when it is to be sent to
Lamar. CO.
Four chapter members have been
appointed to SFTA committees:
Paul Bentrup. Ed White, Fern Bessire. and Karla French. All expressed eagerness to serve.
(continued on page 18)

THE MIDDLE SPRING AND POINT OF ROCKS AREA ALONG THE CIMARRON RIVER
by Willard Mayberry
[WiIlard Mayberry, 1902-1959,
a newspaper publisher who spent
much of his adult1ife in Elkhart,
Kansas, and served as executive
secretary to Kansas Governor
Alfred M. Landon, 1933-1937, returned to coIlege for postgraduate work at the University
of Denver, 1956-1957, during
which time he wrote a research
paper on this topic in a history
class taught by Professor Alfred Crofts. His daughter, ]oIly
M. Schramof Austin, Texas, kindly provided a copy of his paper,
which has been edited for publication here, and data about the
Cimarron National Grassland has
been brought up to date with
information provided by the fine
staff at Elkhart which administers the Grassland.]
The Middle Spring of the Cimarron
Ri vel' provided one of the vital watering holes along the Cimarron
Route of the Santa Fe Trail. The
Cimarron Route was the only wagon road to New Mexico during the
first two decades of the commercial use of theTrail, and it carried
a large part of the freight and traffic until the Civil War. Even after
the Mountain Route via Bent's Fort
was opened, the old route along
the
Cimarron River remained
popular because of its shorter
distance and freedom from rough
and mountainous sections. In
most years, however, there was
less Indian resistance along the
Mountain Route.
The major problem for those
traveling the Cimarron Route, from
the Arkansas River to the Canadian River, was a lack of reliable
and
frequently-spaced
water
sources. The stretch between the
Arkansas and Cimarron rivers was
often without water for a distance
of more than 50 miles, and that
section became known as the
Cimarron Desert or the ]ornada
del Muerte. The three famous
springs a long the Cimarron Ri vel',
commonly known as the Lower,
Middle, and Upper springs, were
especially important to all travelers because the river itself was
often wi thout wa tel'. The Lower
Spring was later known as Wagonbed Spring, and the Upper Spring,
loca ted south of the Cimarron
River, was also called Flag
Spring.
George Sibley's journal provided information about all three
springs in his account of the official survey of the Trail, 1825 to

A smaD pool at Middle Spring near the Cimarron River (photo by Gregory
M. Franzwa).
1826. Sibley described these watering places and noted how important they were to travelers.
Those who missed the springs
faced a high element of risk on
what later became known as the
Cimarron Route. Sibley's description of the Middle Spring and the
nearby rocky bluff, known as
Point of Rocks (sometimes called
Point Rocks, one of several sites
with this name along the Trail),
which he visited on October 2 and
3, 1825, seem accurate even today: "I traveled up the Valley, for
the purpose of noticing more particularly the character of this curious Creek [Cimarron River]. First
I rode . . . 6t2 M[iles] to a high
rocky Bluff Point on the No[rth]
side. Then . . . 3 Miles to the
mouth of a brisk, running branch
which enters the Creek from the
North. I coursed this branch up for
ab[ou]t
of a Mile to a pretty good
Spring, issuing from a high bank
on the West Side. This, from the
signs near it is a common Camping
place of the Indians .... The valley up which I rode is about
of a Mile wide generally; it is probably an Hundred feet below the
common level of the Plain. . . .
The Semerone meanders thro' this
valley from side to side and is
so extremely crooked in its
course that in a distance of 6~
Miles, upon a direct line, I crossed it not less than a dozen times;
and in that distance the Stream
was completely lost in its dry
sandy bed for several intervals of

*

*
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nearly a Mile each." After spending the night of October 2 camped
at Middle Spring, Sibley recorded
the following day: "Started at 20
Minutes past 6- traveled on the
high bench under the Hill . . .
Mile to a perpendicular rocky
Bluff [Point of Rocks]." Joseph C.
Brown, surveyor of the team,
wrote in his Field Notes: "Middle
Spring is near a half mile from the
creek, on the north of it, near a
mile below a sort of rock bluff at
the point of a hill. Above this middle spring the road is in the creek
bottom, which in places is very
sandy." (Sibley and Brown quotations are in Kate L. Gregg (ed.),
Road to Santa Fe [Albuquerque:
University of New Mexico Press,
1952],91,92,258.)

*

The Middle Spring is located in
what is now the northeast quarter
of Section 7, Township 34 South,
Range 42 West, in Morton County,
Kansas, some six miles north and
one and a half west of the town
of Elkhart. The Point of Rocks
bluff is less than a mile upstream
and both features are on the north
bank of the Cimarron, with the
bluff overhanging the channel and
the spring several hundred yards
north of the river.
The Point of Rocks bluff has a
rimrock of soft caliche and a base
of somewhat harder limestone and
is a striking landmark from points
to the south and up and down the
river. It has always helped to locate the Middle Spring, and both

Aerial view, taken from the south, of Point of Rocks over the dry streambed of the Cimarron River (photo by Gregory M. Franzwa).

sites were for many generations
the campsites of Plains Indians,
including Apaches, Comanches,
Kiowas,
and Pawnees. Many
Indian artifacts, including arrow
points and scrapers, have been
picked up around both landmarks.
Several holes of fresh water
have been known to exist up and
down the Cimarron in this region,
the intervals depending on rainfall for a given season. Some ten
miles above Point of Rocks a permanent water hole known among
local cattlemen f~r much of the
twentieth century as "The Boggs,"
existed. Some six miles above
"The Boggs" another, smaller permanent spring has been found
several hundred yards north of the
river. While these springs were
known to ranchers, no mention of
them appears in Santa Fe Trail
accounts.
Perhaps- freighters
were not hunting for water so near
the Middle Spring; perhaps the
springs were not there in Trail
days.
My family owned pasture land
within a couple of miles of Middle
Spring and Point of Rocks, and I
examined both repeatedly over
the years. Mymaternalgrandfather's interest in them came from
his own Santa Fe Trail days. There
has been a deep hole of clear,
cold water under the Point of
Rocks, changing from year to year
as flood waters change the river's
channel, but no reference to this
hole has been found in diaries or
accounts of the Trail.
Limited amounts of water for
man or beast can nearly always
be obtained from the river bed by

digging a foot or more and waiting
for the hole to fill. The famous
explorer, J edediah Smith, had apparently learned this fact. It is
believed that Smith's search for
water for his caravan in 1831 resuIted in his missing the Lower
Springs. Evidently striking the
Cimarron somewhere below that
point, Smith may have dug into the
sandy bed to obtain water. While
so enaged, he was surprised by
a party of Comanches and killed.
The exact location of Smith's
death remains unknown.
Just as the Middle Spring was
a reliable source of water for travelers on the Santa Fe Trail, it served well the ranchers who came
into the region after the Trail was
history. Ed Dean, who arrived in
Morton County in 1884 as a boy
and who later served as foreman
of the Beaty Ranch which spread
for miles around in all directions
from Middle Spring, declared that
the last bison kHled on the Cimarron was shot by a Beaty rider as
it approached Middle Spring about
1883, as he remembered it. Dean,
Lee Larrabbee and Burris Wright
(both of Liberal and both of whom
rode for the XIT Ranch of Texas),
Con Johnson (for many years head
of the Gross-Kelly Livestock Co.
of Las Vegas), and others who
knew the Cimarron in the early
days have told me much of what
I know about Middle Spring and
Point of Rocks.
After the Santa Fe Trail, the most
historical phase of the area began
in 1877 when Texas ranch partners, known as Bates and Beals,
pastured some of their cattle near
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Point of Rocks during the summer
months. The first permanent occupation came with the arrival of
John W. Beaty from the upper Arkansas Valley and his construction of a cow camp on the bench
above the Cimarron and just below
Point of Rocks. He brought some
six or eight men with him to start
a new ranch headquarters, after
which he turned south to the Texas panhandle to obtain the cows
with which to stock this range.
This expansion of the Beaty interests occurred in 1879 or 1880,
some 14 years after he arrived in
Colorado in 1866 at the age of 19.
John Beaty had taken several
wagon loads of trading goods to
the upper Arkansas over the Santa
Fe Trail and, finding a place that
suited his plans, had built a trading post at what was later known
as Manzanola in Otero County,
Colorado. Three of his brothers,
James, Jasper, and Alvin, followed him soon thereafter from
the family home in Carroll County,
Missouri, bringing mOre merchandise and entering into partnership
in the new community they founded. The four young men were descendants
of pioneers. Their
grandfather, William Beaty, a
Kentucky backwoods scout and
settler, had married Peggy Crockett, a sister of Davy Crockett.
Their father, Harvey Beaty, had
moved to Missouri in his youth
and encouraged his sons to keep
pace with the rapidly moving
frontier.
Their interests were wide and
varied, and they soon developed,
in addition to a new town and a
big store, a bank and an expanding cattle ranch. Most of their
land during the early years was
open range with title established
only at a few watering points.
Some of their landholdings were
obtained from the Mexican grant
to Ceran St. Vrain and Cornelio
Vigil through an assignment to F.
Aguilar, an associate of William
Bent.
The Beaty brothers extended
their range south along the Timpas and Purgatoire, up the Smith
Fork of the latter, and down Butte
Creek into what is nowBaca County, Colorado. It was natural for
John Beaty to scout out the Cimarron, find grass and water he liked,
and establish a new ranch division headquarters at Point of
Rocks. Grazing was excellent
throughout the locale, and the
river valley provided tall grass
suitable for hay cutting.
Soon after building the headquarters camp just below Point of

Rocks, John Beaty filed a homestead entry on the quarter-section
containing the buildings in early
1881. Others in his group soon
filed homesteads on the quartersection containing Middle Spring
and several other nearby quarters. This was a common practice
among early cattlemen. the adult
members of their family and employees of proven loyalty fanned
out and homesteaded the most desirable land. with water and grass
being the chief criteria in choosing a location. There was little
competition for such land in those
days even though the homestead
entry laws had been on the books
for nearly two decades.
Later additions to deeded land
were acquired largely by purchase of homesteads and relinquishments as many of the early
settlers found it impossible to
hold onto the land for even the
five years required to obtain title
without getting a job or assistance from the more entrenched
cattlemen. The job or assistance
usually led to purchase of the
homestead by the cattlemen soon
after the patent was issued. Land
records in most counties of this
region show countless quartersections with a mortgage dated
immediately after the patent was
issued with a quit-claim following mortgage registry almost in a
matter of minutes. '
The
Beaty
brothers
were
engaged in building other divisions of their huge and prosperous operation at the same time in
Otero, Bent, Las Animas, and
Prowers counties in Colorado.
Their keen judgment, along with
decisive and tireless efforts,
made projects move forward, including trading activities, banking houses, landholdings, and
cattle acquisitions. They controlled a large range, well beyond
their actual ownership, in Colorado, Kansas, and Oklahoma.
Within a dozen years, the Beaty
brothers had assembled more than
18.000 deeded acres around Point
of Rocks and Middle Spring. This
land was well blocked out, giving
them actual control over several
times that amount of acreage,
with much of the land still belonging to the public domain. With
their holdings in Colorado and
other business interests, they
were reportedly among the weathiest men of the Southwest in the
early 1890s.
The Beaty brothers somehow
weathered the terrible blizzard of
1886 and the droughts that followed a few years later. Their

losses were considerable. of
course. but they survived while
many other ranchers were forced
out of business. Their town of
Manzanola was missed by the
railroad. but they moved their interests to railroad towns. By the
late 1890s. the brothers sensed
another wave of homesteaders.
and they were feeling the impact
of barbed wire and windmills.
They decided to reduce and transfer some of the holdings. Alvin
and J ames secured thousands of
acres of level prairie some 50
miles farther east where rainfall
was heavier, and they prepared to
break the prairie and become
farmers.
In 1897 Henry Boyce, a successful and experienced cattleman,
came through Colorado looking for
land and met the Beaty brothers
at
Manzanola. He inspected
several of their ranch properties,
took a fancy to thePointofRocks
division,
and purchased the
18,000 deeded acres with 12,000
head of cattle in one big package
deal. Boyce also obtained the famous brands of the Beaty spread,
the Double 0 and JO, along with
the land and cattle, according to
Ed Dean who lived in Morton County until his death in 1950. Alvin
Beaty moved to Lakin before the
ranch was sold, bought banks at
Lakin and Syracuse, and assembled a'nother ranch in Kearny and
Grant counties.
The big ranch made money under
the new ownership, although the
country began to fill with another
wave of homesteaders and problems
of interfering
fences,
strayed and seized cattle and resultant arguments, and the general nuisance of changing times and
conditions. Intent on resolving
some of these problems, Boyce
continued to buyout homesteaders and increase his deeded
holdings in both Morton and Baca
counties, and he owned more than
100,000 acres toward the end of
his stay in the area.
Boyce was also buying ranch
land in Arizona and land and city
property in California, which led
to
almost
continuous travel
betwen his fields of activity. The
Point of Rocks ranch was about
75 miles from the nearest railroad. Boyce, therefore, was willing to sell the Point of Rocks property when approached by buyers
of the Santa Fe Land Improvement
Company, a subsidiary of the Santa Fe Railroad, in 1907. He sold
the Morton County part of his
ranch and several thousand acres
in Colorado. Boyce and his heirs
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retained holdings in Baca County.
Colorado. until 1941, when they
sold more than 50.000 acres at an
average price of $2.00 per acre
to R. B. Holt. a Walsh. Colorado,
banker. In the 1950s Holt's son.
Bowers Holt, held much of that
land and was one of the biggest
landowners in the region.
The Santa Fe was preparing to
build a branch rail line into the
area, and through its land company, sold most of its purchases
in the region in small tracts and
created Elkhart, the temporary
railhead, through townlot sales.
The grassy area of the Point of
Rocks ranch hung on the market
for several years after the town
was built. Henry Boyce had understood that the new land-seekers
who came with the railroad would
dislocate the cattle industry for
several years, and other cattlemen were reluctant to take on the
reduced ranch with much of its
more levelland already converted
into small grain farms with an
uncertain future.
The historic Middle Spring and
Point of Rocks, along with 20 sections of land, were leased to Sam
King and associates of Hutchinson, Kansas. They restocked the
pastures and continued in business for several years. Nature
struck hard at the ranch in 1914
when a flash flood developed from
heavy downpours upstream. A 10to 12-foot rise of water swept
down the Cimarron Valley on May
1 of that year, whipping out
across the rich hay meadows and
striking the ranch buildings and
corrals on the low bench of the
north bank directly beneath the
Point of Rocks bluff.
The water hurled the ranch
house from its foundation, carried
it down stream, and drowned the
two young children of Perry Brite,
who then was operating foreman
of the ranch. Ranchers and farmers combed the valley for days
before finding the bodies of
Madge (age 11) and Merle (age4)
and burying them nearby where
the gravesite may still be seen
on the Cimarron National Grassland.
The flood also resulted in deep
deposits of river sand on what had
been rich meadows. Hay harvesting was over for some 60 to 80
miles up and down the Cimarron,
and the loss to ranches was
immeasurable. Eventually grasses were re-established alongthe
valley sufficient for grazing, but
they did not recover for good hay
cutting.
The loss of the hay meadows

hurt not only Sam King but subsequent leasors. and the ranch
suffered other setbacks. Eventually Foster Elliott. a third generation cattleman. bought the
ranch with a heavy mortgage on
it in favor of the Interstate Land
and Cattle Company of Kansas City, Mis souri. Ell iott bought several other properties nearby, all
with heavy encumbrance. Factors
leading to his early loss through
foreclosure are not important to
this story. but by the time cattle
prices broke and drought struck
in 1933, the grace period had
elapsed and the Interstate Company took possession of the ranch
under foreclosure. By that time.
however. most of the land in Morton County had been plowed and
planted to small grain crops. setting the scene for the disaster of
the "Dirty Thirties."
There were no buyers for the
ranch during the desperate years
of the Dust Bowl. when property
owners were fighting just to hold
onto their own land rather than
seek new investments. The grass
was so poor because of the dry
weather and blowing dust and
sand that the Missouri bankers
never even tried to lease out the
Point of Rocks ranch. According
to the Soil Conservation Service.
Morton County suffered the most
damage to its soil of any county
in the Dust Bowl. with over 78%
of the total acres seriously eroded by the hundreds of dust storms.
The farm program of the Franklin
D. Roosevelt administraton declared Morton and Baca counties
submarginal and sent Resettlement Adminstration land buyers
into the area to purcha se much of
the available land for the average
price of $4.00 per acre. Many farmers and ranchers sold their land
or their equities to the Department
of Agriculture's Soil Conservation
Service, which by 1939 had
acquired almost 107.000 acres.
Under the purchase plan authorized by Congress (the BankheadJones Farm Tenant Act). the Soil
Conservation Service set up the
Land Utilization Project. which
took title to the surface with all
mineral rights remaining with the
vendor. This became important a
few years later when huge natural
gas and petroleum reserves were
found on the government lands.
Eventually more than 400 oil/gas
facilities and approximately 300
miles of pipeline were located on
the Cimarron National Grassland.
The Land Utilization Project employed Worker Progress Administration crews to build terraces,

establish ponds. and plantgrasses over the 108.175 acres inMorton and a small part of Stevens
counties. mostly up and down the
Cimarron valley and centering in
the Middle Spring area. An earthen
dam was constructed below the
spring to create a large reservoir.
since only a small pool had theretofore existed.
At the end of World War II, in
1945. the Land Utilization Project
pronounced the grass pastures
again ready for grazing and entered into a lease with a newlyformed Morton County Grazing Association. Only resident cattle
breeders and raisers could belong
to the association. and each was
given a permit for summer pasture
much like forest permits. The permits gave the members the right
to summer range for a specified
number of cattle. depending upon
the rainfall in a given season.
In 1954 the Land Utlization
Project's big pasture was transferred from the Soil Conservation
Service to the Forest Service. U.S.
Dept. of Agriculture. and made
part of the San Isabel Forest. with
headquarters at Pueblo. Colorado.
When strangers were told that the
range was part of the San Isabel
Forest. they searched the horizon
for the trees. even though cottonwoods and willows had grown
along the river channel. In 1960
the
Land
Utilization Project
became the Cimarron National
Grassland. still a part of the Forest Service. Presently the Forest
Service allows the 120 members
of the Morton County Grazing Association to pasture 5.000 head
of cattle for six months on the
Cimarron National Grassland. The
Forest Service and three range
riders from the Association maintain almost 500 miles of fence and
125 windmills.
Ruts of the Santa Fe Trail are
visible across the Cimarron National Grassland. and Middle
Spring and the Point of Rocks look
much as they did in Trail days.
There is also an abundance of
wildlife in the area and hunting
and fishing are permitted. A selfguided auto tour of the Grassland
is available. Camping and hiking
are permitted. with no reservations required at present. For further information about the Trail
and hiking in the area. see Stephen and Martha Hayward. Walks
and Rambles ontheCimarronNational Grassland-Santa Fe Trail
Edition. reviewed in last issue of
WT. For additional information
about the Grassland. contact
Cimarron National Grassland. P. O.
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Box j. Elkhart, KS 67950. telephone (316) 697-4621.
Another incident connected with
Point of Rocks is of historical interest. In 1941 many communities
in Kansas celebrated the 400th
anni versary of the coming of Coronado to the region. Like other
towns. Elkhart planned a gala
time with a big parade and program. Singularly enough. on a
Sunday afternoon in May. some
six weeks prior to the fiesta, Elkhart's bank president, George L.
Hayward. and his son jack,were
walking up the dry bed of the
Cimarron, hunting arrow points
and scrapers. They had success
in the vicinity of Middle Spring
and Point of Rocks. just below the
bluff of the Point. the banker called his son's attention to an exposed limestone ledge that had
recently been washed clear by
flood waters. Just above the
streambed. perhaps 20 inches in
length. appeared a carved signature and the date of 1541. Close
study by the Haywards recalled
a similar signature facsimile on
the frontispiece photo of Paul
jone's recently-published book
about Coronado's trip. Coronado
and Quivira.
Excited by their find. they hurried back to town to get a copy
of the book. calledme and several
other friends. and we all drove out
to the Point for an examination.
Dr. F. H. Buckmaster. Elkhart's
physician. made another trip to
town and brought back plaster of
Paris and made a quick matrix
cast. The inscription was also
photographed.
In the days that followed. several college archaeologists and
historians visited the scene
along with Paul jones and other
Coronado fans and students.
Newspapers in Wichita. Denver.
Kansas City. and numerous small
towns printed much about the discovery. It appeared to be old. but
the timeliness of the finding and
the absence of any other cut or
engraving made many doubt its
authenticity. A short time later.
for reasons unknown. the rock
was either removed ordestroyed.
The Haywards. whose standing
in the community and veracity
were
unquestioned.
suddenly
found themselves objects of suspicion. Regarded by many as
perpetrators of a hoax inspired by
city pride. they swore by their
Methodist Bibles that their find
was pure and valid without an iota
of fraud. but heads still shook and
savants still argued. And there
the matter still stands.
<J

JEDEDIAH SMITH'S LAST JOURNEY
by Virginia Lee Fisher
[Ed. note: This is the tenth in a
series on merchants and personalities on the Santa Fe Trail. Virgina Lee Fisher,ArrowRock,MO,
is a member of the SETA board
of directors and the SFNHT Advisory Council.]
Jedediah Strong Smith is best
known as one of William H. Ashley's men engaged in the fur
trade. However, Smith's last venture was on the Santa Fe Trail in
1831. Born in 1799 in New York,
Smith, with his parents, was in
Ohio by 1817. In 1822, the young
man traveled to St. Louis where
he responded to Ashley's notice
in the Missouri Gazette and Public Advertiser for "Enterprising
Young Men . . . to ascend the Missouri River to its source . . . for
one, two or three years."
On May 8, 1822, Jedediah was
on board the keelboat Enterprize.
heading up the Missouri and listed as a hunter on Ashley's expedition. Late in May, near Lexington,
Missouri, the boat capsized. The
crew sent word to St. Louis and
waited for a new cargo as they
camped along the river trail earlier traveled by Paul and Pierre
Mallet in 1739, Pedro Vial in 1792,
and Lewis and Clark in 1804 and
1806. (Morgan, 1953).
By mid-June Ashley himself arrived with a new cargo of supplies. Continuing up the Missouri
and the Platte, Smith began a saga
of eight years of adventures in fur
trapping, trading, and exploring
new country. His travels extended west and north to the mouth
of the Columbia River and south
along the coast of California, and
included most of the territory in
between.
Jedediah Strong Smith, referred
to by his peers as "Old Jed" or
"Mr. Smith" was a unique figure
among the rowdy mountain men.
Smith was quiet, literate, never
used tobacco and seldom indulged in spirits. He joined Ashley's
men with his Bible, notebooks.
and a rifle. His religion was personal, not imposed on his companions, but respected. A mountain man could have said, as poet
John Neihardt wrote:
I can see him thereThe way his wide-set eyes turned slits of blue
When he was thinking; how his
brown hair grew
In waves that broke like surf
about his ears.
I knew him longest in his hardest
years.

./

.. /

Jedediah Smith, a posthumous
sketch by a friend, courtesy of The
Pacific Historian.
And seldom did he fail to keep it
trim
And shave-as though he felt
God's eye o'n him,
No matter what the hardship or
the weather.
I see the way his straight brows
grew together,
And knitted at a run of scurvy
talk;
The nose that made you think
about a hawk;
The lean six feet of man-stuff,
shouldered wide.
Too busy with a dream that grew
inside
For laughter. He was seeing all
the white
Map westward as a page on
which to write . . . .
(Neihardt, 1949).

In August 1830 Smith left the
Rendezvous site on the Wind
River to return to St. Louis. In
April of that year Sublette had left
St. Louis for Wind River with
eighty-one men on mules', ten wagons drawn by five mules each,
two dearborns, twelve head of
cattle, and one milk cow. The party followed the Boonslick and
Santa Fe Trails and apparently
stopped in Lexington, Missouri,
from April 25 to May 5. The ledger
of the Aull Brothers there lists entries to the account of Smith,
Jackson and Sublette: whiskey,
sugar, deerskin and socks $26;
socks, letter paper and comb, etc
$6.24; keg, 5 gal tar $5.88; Russian sheeting, thread, buckets,
silk handkerchief, lead $19.20;
waggon whip, trunk, flour, shaving boxes, razor, soap, pipes,
bells, salt, etc $36.01; 20 blankets, coffee, 30 yards R. duck,
soap. etc $50.95. (Aull, James
and Robert, 1830-31).
Leaving Lexington, Sublette's
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party continued on the Santa Fe
Trail and turned northwest near
present Gardner, Kansas, and continued on to the Rendezvous at
Wind River. These were the first
wagons to travel to the mountain
country over what later became a
part of the Oregon Trail. (Morgan,
1953).
J edediah Smith and his company
left the Wind River Rendezvous on
August 4, 1830, with the ten wagons loaded with furs, to return
to Missouri. So did two of the cattle and the milk cow, who has
justly earned her place in history.
Following the same route as Sublette's westward trip in April,
they apparently ,stopped in Lexington. The Aull Journal lists entries from October 1 through October 18 of around $900 to settle
accounts.
They probably ferried the Missouri in the Arrow Rock/Boonslick
area and continued on the north
side of the river. While Smith had
been gone, the outposts of trade
for the Trail travelers had shifted
to western Missouri. Independence had become a bustling community, Cantonment Leavenworth
had been established, and Missouri's capital was in Jefferson
City. Franklin, made famous by
Becknell, had gone under to the
River, and many of its citizens
had pushed westward.
Columbia, a growing town, had
become home for Franklin's newspaper, the Missouri lntelligencer. Smith's arrival there on October 9 was duly noted with a
guess that the party's furs were
worth $150,000 and this report:
''The cavalcade extended a considerable distance . . . a considerable number of large and
substantial waggons, loaded with
the fruits of their toils, accompanied them, exclusive of the
pack horses and mules, of which
there were a great number. We
should judge there were about fifty individuals. These hardy and
sun-burnt mountaineers . . . exhibited great demonstrations of
satisfaction, at their near approach to their families and
homes." The St. Louis Beacon of
October 11 reported the return and
dealt with the importance oftaking wagons northwest to the
Southern Pass which could open
the way for wagon travel to the
mouth of the Columbia River.
J edediah planned to settle in St.
Louis, a town of 6,000 people,
write a book. and map his travels

in the West. He bought a house
there and engaged two Negro servants to establish his home. His
younger brothers, Peter, Austin,
and Ira, joined him. By January
of 1831, Jedediah decided to
travel to Santa Fe, possibly to
Chihuahua, and extend his knowledge of the Southwest and also
provide adventure, business, and
travel experience for Peter and
Austin. Samuel Parkman, who had
traveled with Smith, spent the
winter in St. Louis to assist in
writing and preparing maps. In
addition Smith set about learning
Spanish.
William Ashley arranged with
the State Department for passports for Smith and Sublette for
travel into Mexican territory. Peter and Austin were to go on the
journey, as well as Samuel Parkman as clerk and young Jonathan
Trumbull Warnerwho was heading
west for his health. By this time
Smith was closing out his interests in the partnership of Smith,
Jackson and Sublette, but the latter two continued in partnership.
By April 10, the group was ready
to leave St. Louis. It included
some eighty men and twenty-two
mule-drawn wagons. In addition,
they carried a six-pound cannon
ingeniously mounted on the rear
wheels of one of the. wagons so
it could be disengaged and put to
use in case of attack. Traveling
overland on the Boonslick Trail,
crossing the Missouri near Arrow
Rock, they followed the Santa Fe
Trail
to
Lexington,
arriving
around April 20. Goods for their
trip were shipped by steamboat
from St. Louis, but purchases
were also made from the Aull
Brothers establishment located
on the Trail at the east end of present South Street, then the site
of the Lafayette County Court
House. A tavern now stands on
what was then the Aull property.
J ames and Robert Aull had established their mercantile establishment in the mid-twenties and
became leaders in merchandising
and banking during the years before the Civil War. When J edediah
passed through in 1831 they operated from Liberty, northwest of
Lexington, and shortly after had
stores in Richmond and Independence as well as the store in Lexington. Steamboats came up river
in the 1820s, and the Aull's had
warehouses on the ri verfront
north of the present Missouri
River bridge. Jack's Ferry, which
operated in the time of the Aull
Brothers, was south of the warehouses. (Atherton, 1971).

The entries in the Aulliedger at
the end of April, 1831, shed light
on the times of the Trail travelers.
Omitting non-specific entries,
such as "sundries," they include
for Jackson and Sublette, "letter
paper 94c, inks 25c, tea 38c,
socks & pr of bridges [sic] 25c,
tar and bridles $7.50." On April 29,
"sugar & lard $6.25, spurs & canteen $1." Smith's account began
April 23: "Storage of goods $5, 9
gals tar & keg $7, keg 75c & book
25c; to Liberty store for 3 mules
@40, 35, 30, 3 yds calico@.37*c,
6 bridles @ 62~c, T(?) chains
$1.75, blankets $6.50. April 29:
globe(?) $7.90, 20# sugar $5.00,
pair of himes (hames?) SOc. From
Liberty store 2 mules $80; salt &
vest $4.25, 4 blank books $1."
Other items reflect settling of
accounts with or for William Ashley,
and
Smith, Jackson &
Sublette.
Another set of entries should be
noted. Thomas Fitzpatrick, one of
Smith's most colorful companions
in the fur trade, returned two
months late to make arrangements
for merchandise to go to the fur
traders in Cache Valley. Accounts
of Fitzpatrick's return are confused, but the Aull records suggest
he arrived in Lexington from the
west about April 27, before Smith
left for Santa Fe. He joined the
Smith party to travel to New Mexico. He was in Lexington long
enough to visit the Aull's where
he purchased saddle bags, lock
and book for $5.25, "casnette
[sic] and strings $3.19," merchandise and making of vest, coat and
pantaloons ($6) to total $70, hat
& shirt $4, and silk buttons 88
cents. His purchases contrast
with those of Smith, whose major
indulgence seemed to be blank
notebooks. (Aull, 1831; Morgan,
1953; Barry, 1972).
The Aull entries end on April 29.
The next day Smith drafted a new
will, the essential portions of
which stated: "1 st It is my will
and desire that my accounts be
settled and that any debts be
paid. 2nd It is my express will
and desire that my revered father
Jedediah Smith receive from my
property annually during his life
the sum of two hundred dollars.
3rd After the arrangement of my
affairs it is my will and desire
that all my property real and personal saving the legacy to my father be divided in equal parts to
my brothers and sisters whose
names are as follows. Ralph
Smith. Austin Smith. Peter Smith.
Ira G Smith. Benj G P Smith. Nelson
J Smith. Sally Jones. Betsey
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Davis. Eunice Simonds. 4th In the
division of my property it is my
wish that the balance of the
account against my brother Ralph
Smith be evidenced as an advance
made to him and of course deducted from his share. Lastly, I do hereby constitute and appoint my
particular and confidential friend
William HAshleyExecutoronthis
my last will and testament." The
will was witnessed by Samuel
Parker and Johnathan T. Warner.
(Missouri Historical Society).
By May 4 Smith and the caravan
were camped at the Big Blue east
of Independence. Smith owned 11
wagons; Jackson and Sublette
had 10. They followed the Trail
westward and passed Council
Grove. On Pawnee Fork, May 19,
Jackson and Sublette's clerk, E.
S. Minter, was killed by Pawnee
Indians while hunting antelope.
(Barry, 1972).
A few days later the caravan
crossed the Arkansas River, and
by May 27 the party was traveling
"La Jomada" and in dire straits.
It was a particularly dry season,
and they were out of water. Smith
and Fitzpatrick left the party and
headed south to search for water.
They separated, and Smith's companions never saw him again. Later, Mexicans who traded with
Comanches brought Jedediah's
pistol and rifle into Santa Fe,
where Jedediah's brother, Austin,
purchased them.
From the traders, Austin Smith
obtained an account of his brother's death, which he communicated to their father: "Your Son
J edediah was killed on the Semerone the 27th of May on is way to
Santa Fe by the Curmanch Indians,
his party was in distress forwater, and he had gone alone in
search of the above river which
he found, when he was attacked
by fifteen or twenty of them-they
succeeded in alarming his animal
not daring to fire on him so long
as they kept face to face, so soon
as his horse turned they fired, and
wounded him in the shoulder he
then fired his gun, and killed their
head chief it is supposed they
then rushed upon him, and despatched him." The exact location
of Smith's death is unknown, although it is believed to have been
downstream from Lower Spring.
(Barry, 1972.)
His death on the Trail is commemorated
with
a
memorial
plaque, one of three markers near
Lower or Wagonbed Spring, on the
highway south of Ulysses, Kansas. (Simmons, 1984). The marker
reads:

In commemoration of
JEDEDIAH STRONG SMITH

1798 [embossed horseman] 1831
A great plainsman
who was killed near
this spot by Comanche Indians
erected by
the 4-H Clubs of Grant County
from funds secured as
winner of first place in the
historical pageant at the
Southwest Free Fair at Dodge City
1937
For J edediah Strong Smith there
had been "one more rendezvous to
keep . . . and only silence waited
after ail." (Niehardt, 1949).
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$5.00 off a room in each issue of
WT. was recently named citizen
of the year in Bent County. Congratulations Jerry!
e

e

SFTA board member William G.
Buckles, Pueblo. CO. has contacted the Mined Land Reclamation
Board of Colorado. requesting that
gravel quarrying operations near
the Santa Fe Trail in Colorado be
halted where they are endangering Trail remains.

• • • • •

Three of Gregory Franzwa's
recent books on the Trail were
favorably reviewed in Gateway
Heritage (Winter 1989), with the
declaration that "Maps of the Santa Fe Trail is the core of Franzwa's work."

• • • • •

SFTA member Gerald Faust. Las
Animas, CO. operator of Bent's
Fort Inn which has a coupon for

•

e

• • • • •

Ambassador Katharine Kelley,
known as the "bird lady" of
Baldwin City. expressed regret at
not being able to attend the symposium and appreciation for the
award. She keeps busy banding
birds and giving slide programs.
During the December bird count.
Baldwin City had 68 species and
over 10.000 individual birds. Kelley is participating in the nationwide Feeder Watch Project.

• • • • •

The annual meeting of the Santa
Fe
Trail
Historical Society,
Baldwin City. Feb. 4. features a
business meeting. election of
officers. and a program on Dwight
D. Eisenhower. This is the 100th
anniversary of Ike's birth. and all
of Kansas is celebrating from now
until October 14.

• • • • •

Congo Jeff Bingaman (D-NM) is
introducing legislation to purchase the Glorieta battlefield and
develop it as a national historic
site. A similar bill was introduced
two years ago and died in committee. Bingaman expects more support this time.
•

HOOF PRINTS
-TRAIL TIDBITS-

e

The bodacious AmbassadorPaul
"Dirty Shirt" Bentrup. who is
always working on the Trail. has
been sending postcards with a
cowboy "likeness" on the front
with the notation. in Bentrup's
hand. "The Fastest Tongue in the
West."

•

e

e

•

Las Animas, CO. DAR plans to
place a marker at the original site
of William Bent's grave have been
temporarily tabled by the Las
Animas city council while the
council decides whether or not a
road is likely to be built through
the site in the future.

• • • • •

Fort Larned NHS has published
a handsome newvisitorguide brochure. printed through the courtesy of the Larned banks. It. naturally. contains information about
the Santa Fe Tra i 1. The Fort Larned
Old Guard is preparing cassette
tapes for a self-guided tour of the
historic post.

• • • • •

A nice article about National
Geographic photographer Bruce
Dale's visit to Rice County. KS.
appeared in the Nov. 10 Lyons
Daily News. Dale was especially
interested in Ambassador Ralph
-14-

Hathaway's excellent Trail ruts.
and it is hoped a picture of
Ralph's Ruts will appear in the article planned by National Geographic for early 1991. Bruce and
Joyce Dale reported a real appreciation of the hospitality extended to them by folks along the
Trail.
•

•

e

•

•

Bruce Dale and Ambassador
Ralph Hathaway measured the circumference of the famous Marker
Cottonwood at the Trail crossing
of the Little Arkansas River in
Rice County. KS. At a point two
feet above the ground. they measured the tree which stood there
in Trail days as 28 feet 8 inches
around.

• • • • •

The New Mexico Santa Fe Trail
brochure. described last issue.
was recipient of an award by the
New Mexico Governor's Conference on Tourism. Jane Maas. the
New York advertising executive
who was keynote speaker at the
conference. declared it "far and
away the best brochure . . . in
the state." Congratulations to all
involved.

• • • • •

Marc Simmons recently wrote in
his newspaper column about the
New Mexico Trail brochure and explained how readers could obtain
a copy. He also noted that SFTA
has a nice brochure and told how
to obtain that. Sec-Treas Ruth Olson reports that a good many
requests came in and she wonders
what the recipients thought when
they found out it is a membership
brochure,
something Simmons
conveniently didn't mention. It
will be interesting to see how
many join SFTA.

• • • • •

Ambassador Les Vilda has been
selected to participate in a major
historical re-enactment ride in
1990. involving 17 men and 75
horses. They will follow the trail
from Gardner. KS. to the Wyoming
Centennial Rendezvous at J ackson Hole. carrying a supply of
trade goods. After a week at the
rendezvous. they will load a pack
string with one ton of furs andretrace their steps to St. Louis, MO.
Congratulations Les! Please send
reports to WT.

• • • • •

Denni s Farney, a reporter for
Wa11 Street Journal, was recently in Trinidad. CO. doing research
for an article which will focus on
Trinidad and the 1990 census.
While there. Farney toured the
Baca and Bloom houses and

received a brief introduction to
the Santa Fe Trail in Colorado.
Watch for hi s article in a future
issue of the journal.

FORT OSAGE, MISSOURI
by joseph L. Cartwright

• • • • •

Katie Davis Gardner recently
changed jobs. She was assistant
curator of material culture at the
Colorado History Museum in Denver, and now she is curator and
assistant director at the Colordo
Springs Museum. Congratulations
Katie!

• • • • •

The Fall 1989 Friends of Arrow
Rock (MO) Newsletter contains an
article by Jean Hamilton on
"Evidence of the Santa Fe Trail in
Saline County." Mrs. Hamilton
was recipient of an SFTA Award
at the Santa Fe symposium last
fall. She is the author of a fine
history of Arrow Rock, Where
Wheels Started West.

• • • • •

SFTA members Aaron and Ethel
Armstrong, Roswell, NM, presented a sl ide program in December
at the Roswell Museum and Art
Center on "Following the Santa Fe
Trail in the 1980s." The Armstrongs, retired teachers, presented a slide program on the
Trail at the Santa Fe symposium.

• • • • •

Last year Congress appropriated
funds for planning and development of several interpretive centers connected with western
trails, including Lewis & Clark
Trail centers in Illinois, Nebraska, and Montana; and an interpretive center at Council Bluffs,
Iowa, which will feature the
Lewis & Clark, Mormon Pioneer,
and Oregon-California historic
trails. Last summer the Bureau of
Land Management built a new cabin on Alaska's Iditarod Trail.

• • • • •

Several years ago the governor
of Oregon established an Oregon
Trail Advisory Council, which
recently issued a report with 11
recommendations, including a
l50th anniversary celebration of
the opening of the Oregon Trail in
1993, development of trail visitor
centers across the state, completion of highway signing and marking the trail, establishing a conservation and development fund,
and recognizing that historical
accuracy in trail interpretation
and protection of the resource are
of utmost importance. It would be
great if Santa Fe Trail states
would do something similar. A
copy of the Oregon report may be
obtained from Kathy Maurich, NPS
regional trails coordinator, (206)
442-5366.
~

Entrance to Fort Osage, with blockhouse at right and factor's house
in background.

[Ed. note: This is the thirteenth
in a series on museums and historic sites along the Trail. joseph L. Cartwright is administrator of Fort Osage, owned and
operated by the Heritage Programs and Museums division of
jackson County Parks and Recreation, Independence, Missouri. Everyone attending the
opening of the National Frontier
Trails Center in March is invited
to visit Fort Osage.]
Found the river to be completely
defended and situation elegant,
this situation I had examined in
the year 1804 and was delighted
with it and am equally so now."
This was William Clark's response to the site on his arrival
in September 1808 to supervise
the building of Fort Osage. Significant as a fur-trading post and
one of the first military outposts
in the trans-Mississippi West,
the fort also has associations
with the Lewis and Clark expedition and the later career of William Clark. The explorers noted in
their journal that the site on the
south bank of the Missouri River
overlooking a river bend would be
an ideal one for a fort and a furtrading post. As they traveled
westward, Lewis and Clark had
been instructed to tell the Indians
that, when they returned, the government would establish stores of
goods among them to exchange for
their peltries. With the return of
the explorers in 1806, theirreport
of the good fur trade possiblities
up the Missouri led to the establishment of Fort Osage.
-15-

By September 5, 1808, two parties had arrived at the site to establish the most western fort in
the United States and to build a
government trading house for the
Indians. One party, led by Brig.
Gen. William Clark, consisted of
80 St. Charles Dragoons, mounted
militia, who volunteered services
to General Clark. The other group
was comprised of 81 First U.S.
Infantrymen, assigned for garrison duty at the fort under the command of Capt. Eli B. Clemson.
Along with Captain Clemson and
his infantrymen traveled George
Champlin Sibley, who had been
appointed to the position of government factor, responsible for
directing the Fort Osage trading
house. The new factor brought
$14,000 worth of goods to stock
the trade room of the factory
building.
Beyond the Mississippi River
border, Fort Osage was the first
U.S. government installation in
the Louisiana Territory and was
the extreme western outpost of
American government for twenty
years. Sometimes called Fort
Clark, Fort Osage housed the largest factory building and was one
of the most successful of the 28
government trade factories. The
United States Factory System, established by Congress in 1795,
sought to win the good will of
Indians by supplying them with
goods from official trading posts
(owned and operated by the government),
strengthen military
policy, promote peace on the frontier, prevent exploitation of the

Indians by private traders, and
offset British and Spanish influence over the many western
tribes.
The commodities available for
the Indians included blankets,
shirts, jewelry (including arm
bands, ear bobs, nose wheels,
brooches, and crosses), vermilion, looking glasses, kitchen
utensils, groceries (including
salt, pepper, flour, raisins, carrots, tea, coffee, sugar, and
spices), tobacco, and pipes. Guns
and ammunition were always in
demand. Almost any merchandise
the Indians desired could be purcha sed or traded for, except playing cards and whiskey. Inreturn,
a great variety of furs, peltries,
and dressed skins were brought
in to trade. Muskrat, beaver,
mink, and otter were among the
most valuable.
The Fort Osage Factory was one
of the most successful in the entire system because it operated
consistently at a profit while
most of the other factories were
not profitable. All of them,
whether they turned a profit for
the government or not, were
powerful
competition
to the
private fur traders. Theiropposition to this strong competition,
especially from the government,
resulted in a successful lobby effort in Congress, and the factory
system was abandoned in 1822.
Except for a brief time during the
War of 1812, the military post and
fur-trade factory at Fort Osage
were active from 1808 until 1822.
After that time Fort Osage served
as a government storehouse and
a stopping point for Santa Fe Trail
traders. It was reported that the
first wagons to travel to Santa Fe
under the leadership of Becknell
on hi s second trading trip to New
Mexico, a party of 21 men with
three wagons, left from Fort Osage
in May 1822. FortOsage was officially closed in 1827, the year
that Cantonment Leavenworth was
established farther up the Missouri River.
Although the first successful
trading party from Missouri to
Santa Fe was led by WilliamBecknell in 1821, and he and other
traders made additional trips
thereafter, the Santa Fe Trail was
not surveyed until 1825. Because
of the efforts of Missouri Senator
Thomas Hart Benton for more government
assistance
to
the
developing trade with northern
Mexico, an official survey was
authorized by Congress. President John Quincy Adams appointed George C. Sibley, former

from 9:00-5:00. Admission is
$2.00 for adults, $1.00 for youth,
and children underfive are admitted free. Visitors can reach Fort
Osage, located 14 miles northeast
of Independence, by taking US 24
east to Buckner. Missouri, turning
north on Route 20-E (Buckner
Tarsney Road) through Sibley.
Missouri, following the signs. For
further information, contact Heritage Programs and Museums,
Jackson County Parks and Recreation, Independence Square Courthouse, Suite 205, Independence,
MO 64050 or call (816) 881-4431.

COUNCIL TROVE
-DOCUMENT5-

living-history infantryman of 1812
with blockhouse in background.

factor of Fort Osage, as commissioner for the federal survey of
the Santa Fe Trail. That survey
began at the boundary of the Fort
Osage reserve in 1825, and all
distances of the survey were measured from that point. Thus, 110
Mile Creek and 142 Mile Creek on
the Trail indicate that those
streams were that many miles
from the point where the survey
began at Fort Osage.
Fort Osage has been carefully
reconstructed on its original site
and has been designated a National Historic Landmark because of
its significance in the fur trade.
The reconstruction of a portion of
the original buildings includes
five blockhouses, officers' quarters, barracks, blacksmith shop,
interpreters' cabins, and the factory building which served as
trade center and residence for
Factor Sibley. The site also includes a grand view of the Missouri River, a visitor center with
a museum and gift shop, a cemetery dating from 1809, and a Santa
Fe Trail marker.
Illuminating living history at
Fort Osage in 1812, Fort Osage is
open to the general public from
Apri 1 15 through November 15,
9:00 to 5:00 every day except
Wednesday, the day reserved for
special group tours. Special
events are scheduled during the
year, and these are listed in the
Trail Calendar section of this issue of WT. During the winter
months, November 15 to April IS,
the fort is open only on weekends
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TRAIL TRIP, 1867
Marc Simmons located this Trail
account by John W. Moore in the
Dawson Scrapbooks (Vol. 3,
"Trails &Forts," p .19)attheColorado Historical Society in Denver.
The information appeared in the
Denver Great Divide, March 6,
1916, and the newspaper included
the introduction to the stOry.
John W. Moore, pioneer, soldier,
citizen. and in 1885 mayor of Kansas Cit¥.. was born in Jackson
county lMO] in 1840. His early life
was spent on his fa ther' s farm
near Hickman's Mill. At the age of
21, he took a wagon-train of com
supplies across the plains to Fort
Lyon. During the Civil war he served
as captain in the Confederate
army.
After the war, he returned to his
life of adventure, taking wagontrains across the plains all during
the years when the prairie was
infested with hostile Indians. The
last train that left Westport was
under his leadership. In later years
he became successful in the grain
business and was at one time president of the board of trade. Read
his story of "The Santa Fe Trail
Days. "
About April 15, 1867, Amberson
Hays and I loaded our train with
merchandise for W. H. Moore, who
owned the sutler's s tore a t Fort
Union. While loading we established
camp at Westport opposite the residence of George W. Briant,now
the Boys' home. We did our buying
in Kansas City from the forwarding
and commission house of Charles
E. Carney at First street and
Broadway.
Early on the morning of May 15
we started our trip. The roads were
good and we made fine headway.
At first the grass was short, but
we found it much better after we
reached Council Grove. We moved
on to Lost Springs and Cottonwood
creek and at the Little Arkansas
found the best grass yet. We camped at Walnut Creek, Pawnee Fork,

Cow Creek and had a successful
trip as far as Fort Dodge.
We camped for the night at Fort
Dodge, and just after breakfast as
we were just hitchin!;l uR our teams,
suddenly, like a whirlwind, up dashed the Kiowa chief, Satanta, and
about twenty of his braves.
Bedaubed with paint and bedecked with feathers, yelling shrill
defiance, they rode up to the entrance of the corral. Three or four
half-naked savages jumped into
the mess wagon and began throwing out sides of bacon and sacks
of flour.
I protested with the most violent
gestures I could command. But the
braves stolidly sat their horses and
watched their companions emptying the mess wagon, and Satanta,
a short,
bullet-headed, c?urageous, wily hater of the whites,
regarded me contemptuously.
I gave the order to my men to
get their guns and c?me. forw~rd.
They advanced in qUick time, nfles
leveled. I again motioned to the
savages to put the supplies into
the wagon. They obey~d sUlle~ly
and rode away, grunting angnly
and making insulting gestures.
Satanta alone seemed quite
unconcerned and well satisfied
with the adventure.
This did not seem a very formidable kind of a raid. But my suspicions
were aroused. It was Satanta's
(White Bear) custom to ride into a
camp, sometimes alone and sometimes accompanied by a few
braves, and inform .himself as to
equipment and possible booty. He
was a great fighter and bitterly opposed to civilization.
He would pretend friendship only
to get rifles and horses from .the
government. On one occasion,
when government agents were assembled to talk to the chiefs of the
various tribes, Satanta said: "I
would willingly take hold of that part
of the white man's road which is
represented by the breech-loading
rifles· but I don't like the corn
ratio~s-they make my teeth hurt."
He
had wonderful oratorical
powers, and was jus~ly called "th~
Orator of the Plains. At a council
held by General Hancock and his
staff with the chiefs fo the Kiowas
and Arapahoes, Satanta made
such an affecting address that
General Hancock presented him
with the uniform coat, sash and hat
of a major general.
Within a few days Satanta attacked the post at which the council was held, arrayed in his new
uniform. Colonel Inman gives a good
character sketch of this chief:
"He also owned an ambulance, a
team of mules and a set of harness the last stolen, maybe, from
some' caravan he raided on the
trail. In that ambulance, with an
Indian
driver,
the wily chief
traveled, wrapped in a savage dig-

nity that was truly laughable. In his
village, too, he assumed a great
deal of style.
"He was very courteous to his
white guests. He had a carpet on
the floor of his lodge, on which they
were to sit. He had three large
boards twenty inches wide and
three feet long, ornamented with
brass tacks driven all around the
edges which he used for tables.
He also had a French horn, which
he blew vi~orously when meals
were ready;
I knew we were in danger from
hostile Indians, but we were traveling fast, and I did not belieye in
interfering with the men .haYlng a
little relaxation and musIc In the
evenings. One of them had a violin
and the others would gather
around and sing old songs. "Joe
Bowers" the song of the '4gers,
was a great favorite.
We soon reached the Cimarron
crossing of the Arkansas river.
Early the next morning we commenced crossing the river. We doubled
the teams, making sixteen mules
to each wagon, and sometimes put
on the third team. Because of
quicksand in the channel of the
river, we had six drivers to each
wagon to lash the mules and keep
them moving. But even at that It
took the entire day to make the
crossing. We had to give the mules
a short rest on the other side, and
then moved about four miles up the
river before camping for the night.
Early the next morning we broke
camp and starte~ for. Cimar~on
springs, about slxty-flv.e miles
from the river. It had rained and
the roads were heavy. The trip
took us three days and our mules
were so jaded that we camped at
Cimarron springs two days.
From Cimarron springs to Cedar
creek the roads were in fine condition and we made good time. We
camped at Rabbit Ear and found
plenty of grass and water. We
stopped at the Rio Colorado for
breakfast, and our next camp was
Santa Clara springs.
We were making about twentythree miles a day and the men were
in fine spirits. In a few days we
arrived at Fort Union and delivered
our goods.
We were ready for the retu~n trip
when Major Shoemaker rode In and
told us to wait further orders. The
Kiowa Indians had broken out and
had taken nearly all the cavalry
horses from Fort Dodge. We were
kept waiting seven days. We had
fast mule teams and were well
armed, and finally persuaded the
officers to let us pull out ahead.
We arrived safely at Cimarron
springs and camped there over
night. The next morning,. about a
mile and half from the spnngs, we
were crossing a dry creek when
suddenly on top of the hill ahead
of us appeared about 200 Indians
in full ba ttle arra y. They were well
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mounted on cavalry horses and
presented a brilliant spectacle with
their war bonnets on their heads
and their bodies daubed with paint.
They carried spears with pennants, and were armed with a bow
and a quiver full of arrows,
tomahawks, and, thanks to the
government, Spencer rifles and
Colt's revolvers.
They were on to us in a few minutes. I bunched the wagons as
quickly as possible. The men were
well armed and had thirty shots
each. We had plenty of ammunition. The Indians made charge after
charge. The men waited till they
were close and aimed carefully,
wounding Indians and horses in
each charge. It was a running fight
till we could bunch the wagons.
The Indians charged into our
loose mules and tried to stampede
them. An old Mexican riding the bell
mare rang the bell and the mules
bunched more closely. The Mexican was wounded, but kept on
ringing the bell.
Finally the men realized we would
have to fight to the death. The
Indians made another charge and
we met them from wagons nearly
hand to hand. Eight or ten braves
fell and the rest withdrew, carrying
their dead with them. Immediately
after the fight we straightened out
our teams and each man saw that
he had his gun and pistols loaded
and in good working order.
I remained on the scene of the
battle until the train was fully a mile
away. The Indians were within full
view, but they seemed to have had
enough. We felt ready to thank the
government for furnishing old Satanta and his braves with horses
and ammunition. If they had had
their own well-trained Indian ponies, I believe they woul~ have massacred all of us. As It was, they
could not manage their horses and
their shots went wild.
We traveled the rest of the day
and all night and until 8 o'clock the
next morning, when we reached
the Arkansas river. While the mules
grazed and rested, I rode. into the
river to find a good crossing.
The horses had to swim a channel
of ten or fifteen feet to a sandbar,
and then swim another channel.
The wagon beds were chained
down, and we crossed without
loss. We had two loads of wool and
for two weeks we had to take it
out of the sacks every day and
spread it out to dry.
During the afternoon we came
upon a camp of Mexicans, who had
been attacked by a band of
Indians, several of their number killed, and all their oxen and mules
stampeded; we left them part of
our supplies and promised to send
them an armed escort.
We traveled rapidly and reached
Fort Dodge without further incident, taking the river route from

there, as grass and water were
more plentiful. Before coming to
Ash creek, we spied a small herd
of buffalo and I quickly changed
horses, mounting my fleet hunter.
Riding into the midst of the herd,
I drove them back toward the camp
and,
taking careful aim, shot
several of their number, while the
rest of the herd went on peacefully
grazing·. The men came out with
their knives to cut off the edible
portions and carried them back into
camp.
The feast of fresh meat lasted
for several days and was greatly
appreciated, as it was the first we
had had during the trip. After a few
day's travel, we reached Walnut
creek, where we heard of an Indian
attack the day before, but with no
lives lost. From Walnut creek to
Fort Harker we made a good finish
to our trip on a new road. And a
lively finish it was as on the divide
between the Arkansas and the
Smoky rivers we ran into an
immense lair of rattlesnakes that
must have extended a mile.
The reptiles were sunning themselves after a shower and lay at
full length, sometimes crowded
closely together, their sluggish
bodies crossing each other and
gleaming in the sun. We would
shoot several before the rest
would disperse, scuttling away
over the warm sand with nothing
but an ominous rattle and a sinuous
motion on the green prairie to trace
their course.
At Fort Harker we reloaded with
government stores for Fort Larned.

HELP WANTED
The Independence Pioneer Chapter DAR is seeking descendants of
any person who crossed the
plains, 1822-1880, on the Santa
Fe, California, and Oregon trails.
They also would like to obtain
copies of journals, stories, or
relics relating to experiences of
these travelers. These collections will be part of a display to
be shown during the dedication of
the National Frontier Trails Museum in March.
Old Plainsmen Committee
9717 Brook Lane
Raytown, MO 64133
(816) 353-4023

• • • • •

I am seeking infonnation about
events scheduled along the Trail
next year to include in our 1991
Santa Fe Trail Calendar. Please
send date, name of event, location, and a brief description to me
by March 15, 1990. Thank you.
Les Vi Ida
RR 2, Box 13
Wilber, NE 68465

We are seeking the location of
the gravesite of a relative who
died on the Trail. John Burland
was a private in Co. K, Newby's
Illinois Infantry, during the Mexican War. His war record states
that he was ''killed in an affray
on the march at Rock Corral, N.M.
Aug. 15/48." Family records state
that John Burland was killed coming home from the Mexican War
and buried along the old Santa Fe
Trail. Does anyone know of Newby's whereabouts on Aug. 15,
1848? We realize there were
several rock corrals along the
Trail and also that the last campsite before arriving at Santa Fe
was known as Rock Corral. Any
information sent will be greatly
appreciated.
Mable and Irv Sutton
30475 Gale Rd.
Pueblo, CO 81006

• • • • •

• • • • •
As a Hispanic, professional
translator, and Spanish teacher,
I am very much interested in the
Trail. I am seeking stories about
the Trail that I can translate into
Spani sh to be used in my Spani sh
classes
and in a Spanishlanguage publication. I also operate Casa Elena, which encourages
the learning of the Spanish language and promotes understanding of Hispanic culture. I am trying to collect names of Hispanic
artists and artisans in Kansas and
any help will be most appreciated. Casa Elena will publish a
guide listing the artists and artisans to help promote Hispanic
arts and crafts. Thank you for any
help you can give.
Elena S. Metzger
Casa Elena
RRl,Box276
Council Grove, KS 67846

<l
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(continued from page 7)
Officers re-elected for 1990
were Pres. Fern Bessire, Sec. Marjorie Persinger, Treas. Karla
French, and Program Chairman
Maryruth Greenwood. Ron French
was elected vice-president, replacing Terry Anderson who asked
not to be re-elected.
A brief paper was read, comparing the account of events of
J edediah Smith's life and death
written byhis great-nephew, Ezra
D. Smith, 85 years after the event,
and the account of the same
events written by his brother,
Austin Smith, four months after
his death. The next meeting will
be April 12 in Ulysses.

Heart of the Flint Hills
No report received.

End of the Trail

As part of a research grant, I am
seeking information about merchants who operated along the
Trail at various railhead towns in
Colorado during the 1870s. I am
particularly interested in the following finns: Chi ck, Browne &Co. ;
Browne & Manzanares; Otero, Sellar & Co.; Prowers & Hough; Kilberg, Bartels &Co.;BartelsBrothers & Co.; M. Wise&Co.; H. Biernbaum & Co.; Thatcher Brothers &
Co.; and Jaffa Brothers. I am looking for old invoices, account ledgers, letters, newspaper ads, and
photographs. Any and all information will be greatly appreciated.
Mark L. Gardner
P. O. Box 472
Trinidad, CO 81082

• • • • •

CHAPTER REPORTS

The End of the Trail Chapter at
Santa Fe held its third meeting
Jan. 13. The constitution reflects
the flavor of the chapter, and the
officers are Jon Hunner, alcalde;
Mike McDonald, alcalde segundo;
and Bill and Marge Knightley as
tesorero. The escribano and bastanero remain to be filled, and
Hunner and McDonald are performing those duties until someone is
found to accept them. The chapter
has 11 individual and 11 family
memberships.
At the J an. meeting Mike Pi tel
gave a wonderful presentation on
his survey last summer of the
existing Trail ruts within the Santa Fe city limits. At the next meeting, planned formid-March, Janet
Lecompte will present a lecture
on Raton Pass. The exact date for
that meeting is not set, but interested parties may contact Alcalde
Hunner(505)983-4499fortheexact date, time, and location.
The chapter is planning several
field trips when the weather is
wanner, one with MikePitel sohe
can show what he uncovered and
another to La Bajada south of Santa Fe where the Chihuahua Trail
came off the Santa Fe plateau.
Hunner says, "We have an exciting chapter forming up here and
with all the people and places
around Santa Fe, I feel we will
have informative meetings and
valuable outreach programs to the
community." Anyone visiting the
Santa Fe area may contact Hunner
to find out about meetings, where
visitors will always be welcome.

Fort Union Area
No report received.
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I NEW SFTA MEMBERS I
This list includes new memberships received since the roster
went to press on January 1 up to
January 29, when total membership
stood
at 1035. Those
received after this printing will
appear in the next issue. If there
is an error in this information.
please send corrections to the
editor. We thank you for your
support.
INSTITUTIONAL MEMBERSHIPS
Fort Larned National Historic Site,
RR 3, Larned, KS 67550
South Howard County Historical
Society, RR 2, Box 174, New
Franklin, MO 65274
U. S. Forest Service, Jim Hollenback, P. O. Box 817, La Junta,
CO 81050
U. S. Forest Service, Charles Richmond, P. O. Box 127, Springfield,
CO 81073

FAMILY MEMBERSHIPS
Dean & Alice Jensen, 1705 Enterprise Ave., Woodward, OK 73801
Maurice & Evaline Kenworthy, 319
Vigil, Las Animas, CO 81054
Louis & Maura Larocca, 1005 Briarcliff Dr., Arlington, TX 76012
John D. McDowell, 809 Hampden
Ct., Midland, MI48640
John, Linda & Andrea Milburn,
HC01, Box 44, Rolla, KS 67954
M/M Henry Moser, RR 1, Franklin,
MO 65250
Patrick & Jacky Sollo, 1970 Tincup
Ct., Boulder, CO 80303
Bob & Kay Tierney, 7244 So. Sundown Circle, Littleton, CO 80120
Joanne and Greg Van Coevern,
4773
N.
Wasserman Way,
Salina, KS 67401
David and Janice von Riesen, 321
Ridge Dr., Manhattan, KS 66502

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIPS
Sara R. Alt, 13166 W. 30th Dr.,
Golden, CO 80401
Nancy K. Applegate, P. O. Box
9275, Santa Fe, NM 87504
Lynn A. Boitano, Box 633, Cimarron, KS 67835
Bob Conard, RR 2, Box 140, Montezuma, KS 67867
Roger L. Duba, 2802 Las Gallinas
Ave., San Rafael, CA 94903
Jan Garcia, 1857 8thSt. #101, Las
Vegas, NM 87701
Deborah Garvey, 23 Garden Park
Circle NW, Albuquerque, NM
87107
Judy K. Griffin, 3922 Drumm, Independence, MO 64055
J. C. "Helsh" Hoelscher, RR 4, Box
8, Union, MO 63084
Sandra A. Jensen, 822 College,
Alva, OK 73717
Teddy Keller, 63 Plaza de la Noche
NE, Albuquerque, NM 87109
Warren Malott, P. O. Box 1585, CottonWOOd. AZ 86326

Elena Metzger, RR 1. Box 276,
Council Grove, KS 66846
Lana J. Milburn, 2957 Camino Piedra Lumbre, Santa Fe, NM 87505
Margaret Oros, 913 Madeline Lane,
Lawrence, KS 66049
Ruth Privitt, P. O. Box 66, New
Franklin, MO 65274
John Stansfield, Box 588, Monument, CO 80132
Helen Marie Sturgeon, 110 N. Main,
Hugoton, KS 67951
Dennis Vandermur, P. O. Box 202,
Cimarron, NM 87714
Michael Vice, Rt. 1, Box 55-V, Fredericksburg, VA 22401
All matters relating to Wagon
Tracks should be addressed
to the editor:
Leo E. Oliva
RR 1, Box 31
Woodston, KS 67675
(913) 994-6253
All inquiries regarding membership should be directed to
the secretary-treasurer:
Ruth Olson
Santa Fe Trail Center
RR 3
Larned, KS 67550
(316) 285-2054

ALL BACK ISSUES
STILL AVAILABLE
Back issues of Wagon Tracks are
available for $1.00 each, postpaid. Presently copies of all issues are on hand but supplies of
a few are very limited.
Bookstores and historic sites
interested in stocking issues for
customers will receive a substantial discount on bulk orders of ten
or more copies. Large quantity
orders are requested before an issue is printed so the additional
copies can be run. Please order
from the editor, RR 1, Box 31,
Woodston, KS 67675.

TRAIL CALENDAR
Everyone is invited to send notices for this section; provide
location, date(s), time(s) and activity. Remember this is a quarterly. The next issue should appear
in May, so send information for
June and later to arrive by April
20. Thank you.
March 23-28, 1990: Grand Opening
of National Frontier Trails Center,
Independence, MO; contact Director Dan Holt. NFTC. City of Independence, P. O. Box 1019, Independence, MO 64051-0519
(816) 836-8300 ext. 491.
March 28,1990: Santa Fe Trail Day,
National Frontier Trails Center,
with address by Marc Simmons
and portrayal of Susan S. Magoffin by VanAnn Moore (see contact above).
April 7-8, 1990: Traveling the Trail:
Cimarron Crossing to Bent's Old
Fort, two-day tour, contact
Elaine Simmons, BCCC, RR 3,
Great Bend. KS 67530 (316) 7922701 ext. 214.
April 21-22, 1990: Sheep Shearing
and Spinning, Fort Osage, MO.

$5.00
BEST WESTERN
BENT'S FORT INN
East Highway 50
Las Animas, CO 81054
(719) 456-0011
Quarter up at Bent's
Fort Inn on the SFT
and visit
Bent's Old Fort
Boggsville
Zebulon Pike Sighting
Kit Carson Museum
Kit Carson Chapel
Present this coupon for
$5.00 room discount

<!ttnturu (@lb flaXWtll1Lanb <&rant flaps
(Not Reproductions)
Colfax & Mora Counties, N.E. New Mexico
(See Robertson letter, WT, Nov. '89)
Slight water stain in one corner,
29x39 inches; stone lithographed,
outside map area. Individuals,
handcolored; paper never folded,
$60, includes packing, postage, inwater-marked
'PARSONS
surance. Institutional, $45. Must
PAPER CO, HOLYOKE MASS
include institution check or pur1889'. Shows N.M. S.F. Trails,
chase order.
Mtn. and Plains, many others.
MAKE CHECKS, CASH, MONEY ORDERS TO:
M. Reynolds
304 South Fourth Street
Raton, New Mexico 87740
Questions: Call (505) 445-9456
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Apnl 27, 1990: Santa Fe Trail Days,
Las Animas, CO.
April 28, 1990: Boggsville Celebration, Las Animas, CO.
May 4-6, 1990: Traveling the Trail:
Fort Osage to Withington Ranch,
three-day tour, contact Elaine
Simmons, BCCC, RR 3, Great
Bend, KS 67530 (316) 792-2701
ext. 214.
May 5, 1990: Fort Larned Old Guard
annual meeting and program,
Fort Larned NHS. Contact SFTA
Pres. Joe Snell, 5609 Hawick,
Topeka, KS 66614.
May 19-20, 1990: Spring Flint
Knap-In, Fort Osage, MO, one of
the largest exhibitions of flint
knapping in the nation.
May 26-June 2, 1990: Santa Fe
Trail Days, Fort Larned NHS, a
week of special programs. Contact Supt., Fort Larned NHS, RR
3, Larned, KS 67550 (316) 2856911.
May 31-June 2,1990: Biennial Rendezvous, Santa Fe Trail Center,
RR 3, Larned, KS 67550.
June 3, 1990: Dedication Day Celebration, free admission, Santa
Fe Trail Center, Larned, KS.
June 9-10, 1990: Santa Fe Trail
Festival, Trinidad, CO.
June 16-17, 1990: 1 Hh Annual
River Days Celebration, Fort
Osage, MO.
June 23, 1990: Santa Fe Trail-The
Early Years, Fort Union National
Monument, Watrous, NM 87753,
includes symposium under canvas, historic trail meal, trail ruts.
July 4, 1990: Independence Day
Celebration, Fort Osage, MO.
July 4, 1990: Independence Day
Celebration, Fort Larned NHS.
July 28-29, 1990: Soldiering on the
Santa Fe Trail, Fort Union Nation-

al Monument, Watrous, NM
87753,
includes demonstrations, speakers, historic band
concert, army-style lunch.
Aug. 7-12, 1990: Oregon-California
Trails Association annual convention, Omaha, NE, contact Bob
Berry, 11505 Pacific St., Omaha,
NE 68154 (402) 333-3522.
Aug. 10-11,1990: Trail conference
on "Nuevo Mexicans and the
Santa Fe Trail," hosted by Highlands University at Las Vegas,
NM, and Fort Union National Monument. Contact Supt. Harry C.
Myers, Fort Union National Monument, Watrous, NM 87753.
Aug. 18, 1990: Childrens Day at
Fort Osage, MO.
Aug. 25. 1990: National Park Service Day, with special programs
and free admission, Fort Larned
NHS.
Aug. 25, 1990: An evening at Fort
Union, a candlelight tour of the
largest military post along the
Santa Fe Trail; reservations
required and accepted after
June 1. (505) 425-8025.
Sept. 1-3, 1990: Military livinghistory encampment, Fort Larned NHS.
Sept. 15, 1990: Candlelight Tour,
Fort Larned NHS (reservations
required).
Nov. 3, 1990: The Seneca, a primitive obstacle course and skills
contest, Fort Osage, MO.
Dec. 1-2, 1990: Frontier Winter
Open House, Fort Osage, MO.
Dec. 8, 1990: Christmas Open
House, Fort Larned NHS.
Sept. 26-30, 1991: Santa Fe Trail
Symposium, . Arrow Rock, MO.
Contact Coordinator Richard R.
Forry, 205 S. 6th St., Arrow
Rock, MO 65320.
<l

FROM THE EDITOR
Bonita and I recently spent a few
days in some of the archives and
libraries of Colorado and New
Mexico, a most rewarding experience. We were searching formaterial on Fort Union but kept an
eye out for all Trail-related materials. The professional staffs at
the following institutions were
especially helpful and courteous,
deserving of more recognition
than they usually receive: Western History Collection at Denver
Public Library, Colorado History
Society Library. New Mexico State
Records Center and Archives, History Library at the Palace of the
Governers, and Special Collections Library at the University of
New Mexico.
While in Santa Fe we enjoyed
a beautiful snow and the generous
hospitality of some very special
SFTA friends, Marc Simmons and
Mary Jean and Edward Cook. We
had a hurried but pleasant stop
at Fort Union.
As soon as this issue is in the
mail, we will travel to Washington. D.C., to continue research at
the National Archives. For this
reason. the editorial office of WT
will. be closed for several weeks.
Please continue to send items for
the next issue. but do not expect
a response to inquiries until we
return. In case of an emergency,
leave a message on our phone recorder..We try to check it at least
once a week.
Happy trails!

-Leo E. Oliva

Wagon Tracks
Santa Fe Trail Association
RR 1, Box 31
Woodston, KS 67675
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1989 TRAIL ISSUE
RECEIVES AWARD
The Mexican Road issue of Journal of the West (April 1989). edited by SFTA board member Mark L.
Gardner. was selected as the best
issue in 1989 by the editorial
advisory board of that publication. Gardner received a certificate and cash award in recognition of his fine work. Congratulations Mark!
This issue of the journal.
reviewed in the May 1989 WT. was
also published in book form. The

Thla handsome new algn adorna the entrance gate at Fort Union National
Monument. It Is believed to be the first sign using the National Hstoric
Tran designs+ion.

AND YOU THOUGHT YOU KNEW TRAIL HISTORY?
ATTEND CONFERENCE ON NEW MEXICAN TRADERS
On August 11 and 12,1990, a special Trail conference held in and
around Las Vegas. New Mexico.
From Zia to Wagonwheel: New
Mexicans and the Santa Fe
Trade. will examine the role and
significance of the New Mexican
aspect of the trade. Soon after
Spain colonized the valley of the
Rio Grande, New Mexicans were
trading to the east. Mexican independence in 1821 opened the
gates and traders from Missouri
poured into New Mexico, leaving
a legacy which ha s overshadowed
the contributions of those New
Mexicans who were a vital strand
in this fabric of history.
Who were the New Mexican
traders? Why did they dominate
the trade in the early 1840s? How
was the groundwork laid prior to
1821? Did New Mexican involvement end after the American invasion in 1846? How were New Mexicans involved with Fort Union in
the trade? How is a New Mexican
Trail-era community preserving
its heritage and values of those
days? All these questions and
more wi11 be answered by experts
addressing the conference.
Participants will have the opportunity to walk the Trail and see
the landmarks from an entirely

different view. On Sunday visits
are scheduled to the Trail sites
of Mora. San Miguel. Loma Parda,
and Fort Union National Monument
to learn of their contributions to
Trail hi story. The conference
guarantees that you will understand the Trail better. you will
s~e ruts and historic Trail sites,
and enjoy the hospitality and mild
climate of northeastern New Mexico. For more information see the
enclosed registration form or contact Dr. Michael Olsen. Dept. of
History. New Mexico Highlands
University. Las Vegas. NM 87701.

SFTA BOARD TO
MEET MAY 31
SFTA President Joseph Snell has
called a meeting of the governing
board to meet at the Santa Fe Trail
Center, Larned. KS. at 1:00 p.m.•
May 31. 1990. This will precede
the Trail Center's 1990 Santa Fe
Trail Rendezvous which begins
later that evening.
Snell notes that there are a number of items on the agenda. most
of them operating committee reports and suggestions. but he will
attempt to speed through them. All
SFTA members are welcome to attend the meeting.
<J

Mexican Road: Trade. Travel. and
Confrontation on the Santa Fe
Trail may be purchased at your

bookstore (if they don't have it
ask them to stock it) or ordered
directly from SunflowerUniversity Press. Box 1009. Manhattan. KS
66502(913) 539-1888.
Gardner stated. "I was very glad
to receive notification of the
award and feel that congratulations are in order to all the contributors to the issue."

NATIONAL FRONTIER
TRAILS CENTER OPENED
Nearly 300 people braved the aftermath of Independence, Missouri's worst snow storm in 12
years on Saturday morning, March
24, to participate in and view the
ribbon cutting for that city's new
National Frontier Trails Center.
The facility is housed in a renovated flour mill on which the
State of Missouri spent 2.4 million dollars for reconstruction.
restoration. equipment. and exhibits. The City of Independence
will operate the Center which is
intended to commemorate and collect the history of the Oregon, California. and Santa Fe trails, each
of which had an eastern terminus
in the vicinity.
The Oregon-California Trails Association (OCTA) has located its
national headquarters in one of
the mill buildinlls and has loaned
the Center some of its holdinlls.
The Center itself is Ilenerously
making its gift shop available to
(continued on page 2)

PRESIDENT'S COLUMN
It was my pleasure, as president
of SFTA, to attend nearly all the
events surrounding the opening
and dedication of the National
Frontier Trails Center in Independence, Missouri, last month. I
have been involved in the planning and execution of a few
similar events and have attended
dozens of others but never have
I seen one so lavish and so well
supported by local and state governments and by individuals and
corporations.
I don't mean just the fine food
and entertainment; I mean the
dedication with which the community has backed and promoted
the Center. City officials, state
legislators, citizens, and local
businesses have pulled out all
the stops to make the Center a
success.
But their work is just beginning.
The Center is now housed in a fine
facility but it has few threedimensional artifacts, only a
small library of published material, and a limited quantity of
primary source documents. At the
opening the National Archives and
Records Administration announced that it was depositing prints
of microfilms which relate to the
trails in the Center, Merrill Mattes
gave his personal library, and
William Paden presented a group
of objects collected on the Oregon
Trail over the last several
decades.
We wish the National Frontier
Trails Center, its executive director Dan Holt, and its community
of supporters success in its mission. While keeping in mind that
the Santa Fe Trail Association is
headquartered and houses its archives in the Santa Fe Trail Center
at Larned, Kansas, I encourage
every trail buff to visit and to help
the National FrontierTrails Center
in any way you can.
Someday the Center will be an
outstanding repository of both
primary and secondary materials
relating to overland travel and
trade, thus making research on
those subjects much easier for a
large percentage of the nation's
population.
-Joseph W. Snell

TRAILS CENTER OPENED
(continued from page 1)
OCTA and SFTAfree of charge. During the opening festivities SFTA
sold more than $600 worth of
.books.
Included in the new facility are

an auditorium, exhibitgallery,library and research room, and archival storage and processing
area, all located on the ground
floor. The second level will be
renovated into office and other
necessary spaces.
The six-day dedication began
the evening of March 23 with an
elegant dinner in the Adam's Mark
Hotel where dishes ranged from
"rattlesnake terrine with painted
desert sauces" to "grilled rack of
lamb with a three mushroom duxelle and sauce of cabernet." Various wines from Southwest Cellars of New Mexico, Bethel
Heights of Oregon, and the Beringer winery in California's Napa
Valley were served along with an
explanation of each type bywinery representatives.
Despite the heavy snow, visiting dignitaries and guests drove
to the new Center for a preview
reception given by Lt. Gov. Mel
Carnahan and Mayor Barbara
Potts. The Center formally accepted a collection of trail artifacts
collected and donated by Dr. and
Mrs. William Paden. A short but
excellent film commissioned by
the Center, entitled West, was
shown publicly for the first time.
The following morning two tenyear-old descendants of pioneers
who traveled the California Trail,
Jennifer Zimmerman and Jacob
Queener, cut the gallery ribbon
and officially opened the Center
to the public. Later, at a recognition brunch at Arrowhead Stadium
the Center presented its first annual Award of Distinction to Merrill Mattes, former National Park
Service historian who is well
known among trail buffs. That
evening the pioneer woman statue
especially commissioned for the
Center was dedicated and unveiled.
The tenor of the grand opening
changed for Monday, Tuesday,
and Wednesday which were respecti vely designated Oregon
Trail, California Trail, and Santa
Fe Trail days. Speakers included
Mattes, Jeanne Watson (a New
Jersey museum curator and member of the council of the American
Association for State and Local
History), and Marc Simmons, immediate past president of SFTA.
Pauline "Polly" Fowler was in
charge of Santa Fe Trail day. She
provided an excellent program
and served as mistress of ceremonies which began at 9:00 a.m.
with the raising of a New Mexico
flag over the Center (the flag was
furnished by SFTA Publicity Direc-

-2-

tor Mike Pitel, Santa Fe, who was
on hand to represent the governor
of New Mexico). Students from the
Santa Fe Trail Elementary School
presented a pageant entitled "Letters Sent from the Santa Fe Trail."
Mter lunch activities shifted to
the Harry S Truman Library and
Museum where SFTAPresident Joe
Snell introduced Simmons to a full
house to speak on "Trailblazer Kit
Carson: Hero or Villain." Simmon's paper was well received
and precipitated many questions
regarding Kit Carson's recent
vilification by some groups and
individuals. Following his presentation, Simmons presented a
handsome framed portra it of Ki t
Carson, taken in St. Louis in
December 1864, to National Frontier Trails Center Director Dan
Holt, to hang in the Center.
That evening VanAnn Moore,
flown in from New Mexico for the
occasion, performed her Chautauqua program, a portrayal of Susan Shelby Magoffin. Many SFTA
members fondly remember her
remarkable program from the symposium in Santa Fe.
The National Frontier Trails Center, located at Pacific and Osage
streets in Independence, MO, is
now open for business five days
a week with the galleries, containing excellent exhibits on
each of the trails, also open on
weekends. All SFTA members are
invited to visit the Center when
they are in the area.
PLEASE CHECK YOUR MEMBERSHIP
EXPIRATION DATE ON THE ADDRESS
LABEL. RENEW IF NECESSARY.
THANK YOU.
Wagon Tracks is the official publication
of the santa Fe Trail Association, a nonprofit organization incorporated under the
laws of the State of Colorado. Letters are
welcome, but they become the propeny
of WT and may be edited or abridged at
the editor's discretion. All rights reserved.
Inquiries can be directed to the appropriate
addresses below. Annual subscriptions are
obtained through membership in the Association, whose dues are fixed per calendar year. Checks should be made payable
to the Santa Fe Trail Association and sent
to the secretary-treasurer.
Membership Categories
Benefactor
$1,000
Patron
$IOO/year
Institutional
$25/year
Family
$15/year
Individual
SIO/year
Editor: Leo E. Oliva, RR 1, Box 31, Woodston,
KS 61615
President: Joseph W. Snell, 5609 Hawick,
Topeka, KS 66614
Vice-President: Timothy A. Zwink, 801 N.
Sunset Dr., Alva, OK 13111
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LOGO WAITS APPROVAL
Louann Jordan has designed an
attractive logo, featuring an ox
yoke, for SFTA board consideration at the May 31 meeting. Perhaps the "identity crisis" of this
young organization will soon be
resolved. Watch for the next issue of WT to see the official design. As soon as a logo is adopted, SFTA will offer several items
incorporating the mark of identification.

CORRECTION
An editing error in Virginia Lee
Fisher's article about J edediah
Smith in the last WTmust be corrected. On page 13, column I,
lines 16-17, change "Smith set
about learning Spanish" to "Parkman set about learning Spanish."
Apologies to Dr. Fisher, Samuel
Parkman, J edediah Smith, and all
readers.

ANOTHER SIGN ON FORT
HAYS-FORT DODGE TRAIL
David Clapsaddle reports that the
eleventh marker on the Fort HaysFort Dodge Trail has been set at
Five Mile Hollow. This location,
approximately one mile northeast
bf the Lookout Station site where
the Fort Hays-Fort Dodge Trail intercepted the Smoky Hill Trail, retains much of its historical
integrity.
In November 1871, a wagon train
commanded by a Mr. Snuffer was
caught in a blizzard at Five Mile
Hollow. In an attempt to round up
the livestock driven away by the
storm, teamsters wandered far
from camp. The caravan cook, who
returned to camp, sought refuge
in one of the wagons where he attempted to build a fire using the
tailgate for fuel. He was found
frozen to death the following day.
Ironically, several of the wagons
were loaded with firewood obtained at Walnut Creek on a return trip
from Fort Supply.
The bronze plaque mounted on
a limestone fence post reads:
"Five Mile Hollow, Fort Hays-Fort
Dodge Road." Volunteers installing the marker included Clapsaddle, Milden Yeager. and Herman
Mausolf of Lamed, and Arthur
Sayler of Albert. Kansas. With the
placing of this sign, most of the
historical sites along this significant branch of the Santa Fe Trail
have been marked. The volunteers
who raised the funds and did the
work are to be commended for an
important contribution and a job
well done.
<J

WAGONBED SPRINGS
DATES FROM 1847
Ron French, Ulysses, KS, sent an
undated clipping from the Ulysses News relating that the famous
springs on the Cimarron River.
first known as Lower Cimarron
Springs or Lower Springs byTrail
travelers. received a new name in
1847. According to WilliamBoyd,
a member of an 1847 caravan of
some 30 travelers, who told the
story to E. F. Towler. father-inlaw of Harry Joyce who owned the
site of the springs at the time the
article was printed, the party
sank the wagon bed to collect water and thereby contributed the
new name.
Boyd related that, before crossing the Arkansas River to head
across 'the "Jomado de Muerto"to
the Cimarron, it had been arranged
that every wagon would carry
spare parts so that a complete
spare wagon could be put together
if necessary. When the train arrived at the Lower Springs. "the
bottom was removed from a wagon
and the frame was sunk to make
a casing for a supply of clear.
cool water from the springs." It
remained there many years for the
use of Trail travelers. For additional information about Wagonbed Springs, contact Wagonbed
Spring Chapter President Fern
Bessire. 403 E. Pawnee, Ulysses,
KS 67880 (316) 356-2242.

NEW TRAIL EXHIBIT AT
KEARNY COUNTY MUSEUM
The Santa Fe Trail exhibit at the
Kearny County Museum. Lakin, KS,
is ready for viewing. Paul McVey
and Betty Barnes assembled a
1939 aerial map of the county, and
Paul Bentrup and Linda Peters
marked the route of the Trail as
well as its landmarks across the
county.
Peters collected pictures and
short biographies of Trail travelers, such as Kit Carson. Marian
Russell. Susan Magoffin, F. X. Aubry. William Bent. and MajorBennet Riley. She also prepared pictures and brief histories of Trail
landmarks in the area. including
Indian Mound and Bear Creek
Pass. Several locations of visible
Trail ruts are marked on the map.
The 1948 oval marker. sponsored by the American Pioneer Trails
Association and once displayed
on the school grounds in Lakin.
is also on display. Everyone
traveling through the area is
invited to visit the Kearny County
Museum at 101 - 111 So. Buffalo
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St.• Lakin. Just for the record,
Kearny County has five Daughters
of the American Revolution (DAR)
Trail markers.

ADOLPH BANDELIER
ANNIVERSARY PROGRAMS
Adolph Bandelier. pioneer anthropologist of the Southwest, was
born August 6. 1840, and the
Maxwell Museum of Anthropology
in Albuquerque is hosting a 150th
anni versary conference on August
6-7, 1990. Alan Shalette, coordinator. announces that more than
a dozen noted scholars will present papers.
August will be Bandelier Month
in New Mexico, and other events
include a ceremony at Pecos National Monument on August 5, special guided tours of the Bandelier
National Monument on August 8,
special program on Bandelier as
part of the Founder's Day celebrations at Bandelier National Monument on August 25, and a dramatic
impersonation of Bandelier' s first
archaeological tour of the Pecos
Pueblo at Pecos National Monument on September 1.
A special exhibit. "In the Footsteps of Bandelier," will be at the
Special Collections Department,
Zimmerman Library. University of
New Mexico, Albuquerque, from
July 15 through September 31.
1990. For additional information
about these programs. contact
Alan Shalette, 5294 Mesa delOso
NE. Albuquerque, NM 87111 (505)
291-9653.

SFT HIGHWAY BILL
BECOMES KANSAS LAW
Governor Mike Hayden of Kansas
signed House Bill 2901, "An Act
relating to the marking of the Santa Fe Trail in Kansas," into law
on April 6, 1990.Thelawrequires
the state department of transportation. with the cooperation ofthe
governing body of appropriate cities and counties. to designate
and mark the primary route of the
Santa Fe Trail in Kansas. Itfurther
requires the department to follow
the Comprehensive Management
and Use Plan, which the National
Park Service (NPS) has developed
for the Santa Fe National Historic
Trail. as its guide.
Signs. probably the NPSofficial
sign, will be placed "in locations
where the trail travels on public
highways and crosses public
highways." Several years ago
Kansas adopted a similar law
which required the marking of the
Oregon Trail through the state. <l

SFTA CHAPTER TO RESTORE BARN NEAR TRAIL

who already have received Maps
of the Santa Fe Trail may obtain
an errata .sheet simply bywriting
to the Press at 1701 S. Eighth St.•
St. Louis, MO 63104, or calling
toll-free: 1-800-367-9242. The
errata will be shipped free of
charge. Those who request the
packet are asked to specify
whether they have a hardcover or
loose-leaf binding. The latter is
drilled for a 22-ring binder.

NEW CHAPTERS FORMING
by Joseph Snell

The east half of the barn near the Tral, viewed from the south, being
restored by the Heart of the Flint loins Chapter. The two doors are at
the center of the building. Note the gun ports. Officers standing, I to
r, are V-P Joyce Noonan, Director Chuck Noonan. Pres. Don Cress. and
Sec-Treas. Joleen Day.·

The Heart of the Flint Hills Chapter has been awarded a 12.500
matching grant from the National
Trust for Historic Preservation for
a feasibility study to restore the
historic barn near the Santa Fe
Trail one mile east of Council
Grove. This project was selected
by the National Trust because of
its architectural and historical
significance.
The barn was built in 1871 by
Seth Hays to benefit his 200-acre
fann and to serve as a fortification for settlers and travelers
along the old Trail. from Indians
and outlaws. It is 40' x 76' x 40'
and built of native limestone with
a truss system that supports the
roof independently from the
walls. The trusses are put together with wooden pegs. The south
wall has gun ports in the lower
and upper stories. The barn has
some structural damage to the
wall near the southeast corner
from lightning striking it a few
years ago (see photo above). The
property was acquired by Morris
County in 1892 and was used as
a county poor fann until after
WWII. The area was used as a
landfill until recently.
The local Community Arts Council is assisting with the project.
and when the barn is restored the
lower floor wi11 house an interpretive center on the Santa Fe Trail
and a museum. while the upper
story will be a theater for the Arts
Council and a community meeting
room. The county will give land
for a parking lot and access road.

During the past winter chapter
members stabilized the building
to prevent further deterioration
until restoration can begin. which
may be another year. Chapter
members are now raising the
$2.500 matching funds necessary
to receive the grant. Anyone interested in supporting this worthwhile project may send contributions to the Trust for Historic Preservation, 130 West Main. Council Grove. KS 66846.

PATRICE PUBLISHES
ERRATA FOR MAPS
The Patrice Press has published
an eighteen-page errata supplement" for its 1989 publication,
Maps of the Santa Fe Trail. Included are components which
were developed for the National
Park Service map portion of their
study. which has yet to be issued,
along with numerous changes
which were suggested by friends
of the Press. Most of the changes
were discovered by author Gregory M. Franzwa while researching
his latest Trail book. The Santa
Fe Trail Revisited.
Many of the changes resulted
from the decision to utilize the
cartography of the United States
Geological Survey on the socalled Military Road. rather than
the lines developed a generation
ago by the late Hobart Stocking.
Interpretations vary by as much
as a mile.
Errata data will be packed with
all future map book orders. Those
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The End of the Trail Chapter of
SFTA was granted conditional
recognition on February 9. 1990.
According to the constitution of
the new chapter it shall "preserve. restore and protect the historical integrity and promote the
educational opportunities of the
Santa Fe Trail and the important
trail sites west of the Pecos
River." The officers and other
infonnation about the chapter appeared in the last WT. Those
wishing more infonnation should
write jon Hunner. Alcalde. End of
the Trail Chapter. P. O. Box 704.
Tesuque. NM 87574.
Michael Olsen, Las Vegas, NM,
reports that the Corazon de los
Caminos (Heart of the Trails)
chapter is fonning "to protect and
preserve the Santa Fe Trail along
its routes from San Miguel. New
Mexico, to Cimarron and Springer.
New Mexico (San Miguel. Mora and
southern Colfax counties. New
Mexico) and its side trails through Ocate and Mora. New Mexico."
For more infonnation write Michael Olsen, 1729 Eighth St.• Las
Vegas. NM 87701.
john Tarabino. one of the founding fathers of SFTA and who lives
in Trinidad. Colorado. writes that
the Mountain Branch Association
of the Santa Fe Trail was incorporated in March and met on April 4
to detennine its fonnal structure.
"It will involve the Branch with
representatives from Kansas. Colorado. and New Mexico." john
stated. Mark L. Gardner. who with
Tarabino. is member of SFTA's
board of directors. is also involved in the organization. Formore
infonnation write john Tarabino.
P. O. Box 777. Trinidad. C081082
or Mark L. Gardner. P. O.Box472.
Trinidad. CO 81082.
Hopefully· all three chapters
will be recognized by the board
of directors when it meets on May
31. to bring the number of SFTA
chapters to seven. Each chapter
contributes to the strength and
success of SFTA.
<3

JOURNAL STOLEN
by Marc Simmons
In 1981 the University of New Mexico Library, Albuquerque, acquired the original journal of J. W.
Chatham of South Carolina who
traveled the Santa Fe Trail in
1849. His handwritten account.
never published, gives a vivid
picture of life on the Trail and describes such places as Fort Mann
(west of present Dodge City).
Pecos ruins, and Santa Fe.
Last year the Chatham Journal
and other rare materials were
stolen from the UNM Library. On
March 20, 1990. the FBI arrested
Stephen Blumburg in Ottumwa.
Iowa. His 14-roomhousewas filled with thousands of rare books
and documents taken from universities around the country. The FBI
estimates the value of the stolen
items at $20 million and says it
will require a year to inventory
the entire stock.
UNM librarians have alerted the
FBI to be on the lookout for the
Chatham Journal. In case it fails
to appear there. all Trail researchers should keep an eye
peeled for the journal. It is described as a small oblong octavo
book in original boards. 88 pages
filled on front and verso in a
small. neat hand. It is in a half
Morocco slipcase and accompanied by a matching bound typed
carbon transcript of the narrative.
Blumburg's father described him
as an eccentric genius with a long
history of mental problems. Apparently his mental impairment
did not prevent him from recognizing valuable treasures when he
saw them.

SFT DAYS, AUGUST 2-5
AT MARSHALL, MISSOURI
Marshall's annual Santa Fe Trail
Days celebration is set for August
2-5. 1990. Among the variety of
events scheduled are historic
tours. antique shows, an Indian
encampment. children's activities. flea market, beer garden.
and a period ball. Marshall celebrated its sesquicentennial in
1989 and hopes to make this
year's celebration even better.
For further information, contact
Prof. Jane Bartlett, Missouri Valley College. Marshall. MO 65340
(816) 886-2950, or call one of the
celebration co-chairs: Dr. Dan
Fahnestock at 886-6903, or Donna
Huston at 886-3991. Marshall is
near historic Arrow Rock and an
hour's drive from Kansas City.
Everyone is welcome.
<I

MUSEUM OF NEW MEXICO REVEALS FINDINGS ON
CONFEDERATE SOLDIERS EXHUMED AT GLORIETA
Three of the Confederate soldiers
who died in the Civil War battle
at Glorieta near Pigeon's Ranch,
March 28.1862, and were unearthed in June 1987 from the battlefield site. have been positively
identified. according to Thomas
A. Livesay, director. Museum of
New Mexico. Matching physical
evidence with data from historic
journals, letters, and muster
rolls. Museum researchers have
identified the remains of Major
John S. Shropshire and Privates
Ebineezer (Abe) Hanna, Jr., and
J. S. L. Cotton. all from Texas.
The men died during a fierce engagement as Union troops sought
to halt the Confederate march to
Fort Union and the Colorado gold
and silvermines. ThirtyConfederate soldi~rs were buried in a mass
grave near the battle site: another, now known to be Major Shropshire, was buried in a separate
grave near his men. When the
remains were discovered in 1987.
the Museum of New Mexico's Contract Archaeology Program was
called and began investigating
the site immediately. Within a
week. the Museum was certain the
graves were those of Confederate
soldiers known to have fallen in
battle and buried at the battlefield the following day. March 29,
1862.
Of the Confederates who died at
Glorieta. the mean age was 24.
with the range of 17 to 45. Private
Hanna, 17, was the youngest fatality. Although researchers have
accurate knowledge of who was
buried in the mass grave, physical evidence is too tenuous to
precisely match the muster lists
to the other 28 skeletons. The
cause of death. however. was
uncertain in only one instance.
The remains of all 31 Confederates are currently held by the Museum of New Mexico. The Board
of Regents of the Museum ha s voted to retain them until December
31, 1990, waiting for the outcome
of proposed legislation creating
a National Glorieta Battlefield
site.
Research has revealed several
things about the three identified
soldiers who died in battle on the
Santa Fe Trail. Major Shropshire
of Columbus, Texas. commanded
Company A, Fifth Texas Regiment
of Mounted Volunteers. at the age
of 28. He was born April 23, 1833,
in Bourbon County, Kentucky.
Cholera claimed his parents when
he was two months old, and he

-5-

was reared by a wealthy aunt who
arranged a good education for
him. By 1855 he was practicing
law in Texas. He was married in
1859 and had a son. Charles, born
in 1861. After the battle of Valverde, Shropshire was promoted
to major. and he commanded his
troops at Apache Canyon on March
26 and at Glorieta on March 28.
1862. He died from a wound to the
head.
Several accounts noted that
Shropshire was over six feet tall,
too tall for the WOOden casket
available, and was buried as an
individual instead of in the mass
grave shared by the other casualties. Had he fit into the coffin,
his body would have been taken
to Santa Fe with the other Confederate officers who died in battle. Witnesses recorded that he
was wrapped in his own blankets
and buried on the battlefield. The
size of the skeleton, the separate
burial, and the presence of spurs
still on his boots were all
evidence that contributed to his
identification.
Private Ebineezer Hanna was a
member of Company C. 4th Texas
Regiment. He was the eighth of
ten children. Young as hewas, he
was elected company historian by
his fellow soldiers February 10,
1862. His campaign diary ended
on the day of his death in battle.
That diary describes a long, agonizing trip up the Rio Grande Valley
from EI Paso. He died from a
wound through his left hip area.
Archaeologists identified Hanna's body on the basis of his age,
the type of wound which killed
him, and a small bag of writinll'
implements found near his body.
Private J. S. L. Cotton was a
member of Company E. 4th Texas
Regiment. had enlisted atCameron, Texas. and was 20 years of
age. Positive identification was
made through a ring bearing the
partial inscription". . . S. L. Cot.
. ." found with one of the bodies.
He died from a mountain howitzer
cannon shot to the lower back.
The battle at Glorieta was the
turning point of the Civil War in
New Mexico. for the Texas Confederates were soon driven from
the Territory. Details from these
remains and other sources will
help bring this important chapter
of American history and the Santa
Fe Trail into better perspective.
Efforts to establish the Glorieta
National Battlefield site have the
support of SFTA.
<I

PIGEON'S RANCH STAGE
STATION AND GLORIETA
SITE TO BE PRESERVED
The Conservation Fund, a national organization based in Washington, D.C., which preserves
Civil Warbattlefields, has signed
an option to purchase the site of
Pigeon's Ranch and stage station
and ten surrounding acres of the
Glorieta battlefield, according to
William de Buys, representative
of the Fund in Santa Fe. If the bill
now pending in Congress to create
the Glorieta National Battlefield
passes, the property will be offered for inclusion.
''The status of the stage station
has been precarious for years,"
stated Marc Simmons, "and it is
important to get the building into
protective hands now." The Conservation Fund has already begun
to raise money from pUblic, corporate, and private sources to pay
for the property. The Glorieta Battlefield Preservation Society is
turning over its entire treasury,
amounting to $1,766.09, toward
that end.
"A generous response from the
public will demonstrate that there
is strong support for this worthy
preservation effort and will, no
doubt, help the bill through Congress," Simmons concluded. The
Fund is attempting to raise
$100,000 for the acquisition.

They also pledged support and
help in preparing for the SFTA
symposium scheduled for Arrow
Rock in 1991. By working together
the several communities around
the eastern end of the Trail will
be able to coordinate activities
and serve visitors better by directing them to the many historic
sites in the vicinity.

LAS VEGAS RAILS
'N' TRAILS, MAY 25-27
Las Vegas, NM, will host the 6th
Annual Rails 'n' Trails Days, May
25-27, to celebrate the history of
the Santa Fe Trail and the AT&SF
Railroad. Numerous events are
planned, including historic tours,
li ving-history
demonstrations,
lectures, parades, a melodrama,
and a train ride to Lamy. For details, contact the Las Vegas/San
Miguel Chamber of Commerce, P.
O. Box 148, Las Vegas, NM 87701
(505) 425-8631.

LIVING HISTORY AT
TRINIDAD TRAIL DAYS

FRANKLIN OR BUST
ELECTS & RESOLVES
Franklin or Bust, Inc., recently
elected officers and passed resolutions aimed at promoting
tourism and cooperating with the
boosters of Arrow Rock. Organized
two years ago to seek a visitor
center at the site of Franklin, MO,
the eastern terminus of the Trail,
Franklin or Bust has gained a
large membership and worked
hard to promote the area.
Officers reelected are President
H. Denny Davis, V-P Bill J. Crigler, Secretary Doris Markland, and
Treasurer Bill Rudloff. Board members elected were Melissa Megas,
John Shopland, and Stephen M.
Rust. Reports on preservation and
tourism efforts by several groups
in the region were presented.
The members passed a resolution urging the state to speed up
construction of a proposed regional visitor center at Arrow
Rock and to give "prompt attention
to constructing a visitors' center
at Kingsbury Siding" marking the
beginning of the Trail in Franklin.

and see just about everything
else, from period music to the
ringing of a blacksmith's anvil."
From 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., the Baca
House and Pioneer Museum will
be open free to the public, with
tours of the Baca House every half
hour. Exhibits and interpreters
will be in the Pioneer Museum
courtyard.
John Lemons, writer and military historian from Canon City,
will portray an 1846 U.S. dragoon
officer and explain the role of the
"Army of the West" during the Mexican War. Branson-area rancher
Richard Louden will be stationed
at the museum's chuckwagon dispensing stories of ranching along
the Mountain Branch of the Trail
as well as a little "cowboy coffee."
An exhibit concerning the military freighting business on the
Trail is planned by the staff of
Fort Union National Monument,
and talks about commerce on the
Trail will be provided by Terry
Brown and members of The Opposition, a fur trade-era reenactment
group. Russ Young, Santa Fe, and
Greg Holt, Park Ranger from Bent's
Old Fort National Historic Site,
will portray blacksmiths. In addition demonstrations of historic
cooking and adobe construction
are planned.
All this is in conjunction with
Trinidad's annual Santa Fe Trail
Festival, June 9-10. Some of the
activities featured in Trinidad's
historic district that weekend are
an arts and crafts fair, antiques
and quilts shows, art show, musical concert, and street dance.
For more information contact Mark
L. Gardner, P. O. Box 472, Trinidad, CO 81082 (719) 846-7217.

OCTA CONVENTION AT
OMAHA, AUGUST 8-12

Russ Young, blacksmith and photographer from Santa Fe, Is one of
several featured living-history interpreters at this year's Santa Fe
Trail Days in Trinidad.

The annual Santa Fe Trail Days
in Trinidad, CO, Saturday, June 9,
1990, will feature several livinghistory
demonstrations
and
numerous other activities at the
Baca /Bloom complex. Mark Gardner said that "visitors may not
hear the braying of mules or the
lowing of oxen, but they can hear
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The Oregon-California Trails Association (OCTA) annual convention will meet in Omaha, August
8-12, 1990. An impressive lineup
of speakers and activities is
planned. Among the presenters
are Merrill J. Mattes, Dr. PeterD.
Olch, Stanley Kimball, and Dorothy Devereux Dustin.
Trips will be made to the Joslyn
Art Museum, sites of the Mormon
Winter Quarters, Rock Creek Sta te
Park, reconstructed Fort Atkinson, and the Bertrand Museum to
view artifacts recovered from the
steamboat Bertrand. For further
information contact Bob Berry,
11505 Pacific St., Omaha, NE
68154 (402) 333-3522.
<J

ARE WE FOLLOWING
A WILL-O'-THE-WISP?
by Mary B. Gamble
When we set out with our cameras
and binoculars, maps, and guide
books in our4-wheel-drive vehicle to search for the wagon ruts
carved into the prairies by Santa
Fe traders, are we hunting that
elusive record of the past-a
will-o'-the-wisp?
An Oklahoma writer from his
ivory tower in Norman reached
that conclusion in the 1950s. Max
L. Moorhead wrote in New Mexico's Royal Road: Trade and
Travel on the Chihuahua Trail

(Norman: University of Oklahoma
Press, 1958), pp. 95, 96, as
follows:
''The main road to Chihuahua
from the frontier settlements of
Missouri as far as the New Mexico
port of entry was the so-called
Santa Fe Trail. It was no trail at
all, however, not withstanding
the present existence of numerous historical markers or even the
vestiges of deep wagon ruts at
scattered points on the prairie. In
the first place, the point of departure of the caravans from the Missouri River shifted with the
years-from Arrow Rock Ferry to
Frankl in, to Independence, and
eventually to Westport, where
Kansas City now stands. In the
second place. from the great bend
of the Arkansas onward. there
were two radically different
routes. not to mention a number
of minor variations. And finally,
no one course was consistently
enough followed by the individual
wagon trains to become a single
road.
". . . In open country. where the
wagons traveled two and even
four abreast, the trail of a single
caravan was frequently as much
as fifty yards wide. One need only
compare the various records of
travel to discover that the Santa
Fe Trail was not a road, nor even
a trace. but a series of tracks
meandering over the plains in only the most general single course.

"

WATTS MILL MAY RISE
AGAIN IN KANSAS CITY
According to a recent article in
the Kansas City Times. the historic Watts Mill in Kansas City
may be reconstructed. The grist
mill. located on Indian Creek (the
foundations may still be seen
south of 103rd St. and east of
State Line Road), supplied flour

for travelers on the Santa Fe and
Oregon trails. It was tom down for
safety reasons after World War II.
The reconstructed mill would be
used to grind flour and help educate and remind visitors of Kansas City's pioneer heritage. Also
being considered are a visitor
center near the mill, reconstruction of the nearby home of Jim
Bridger, and hiking and biking
paths.

DONATIONS ENRICH
FORT UNION COLLECTION
Fort Union National Monument's
museum collection has recently
received several donations of objects used at Fort Union or the
nearby historic Watrous area.
Jennie Martinez, of Mora , donated
a pair of brass-frame eyeglasses
once
used
by
her greatgrandfather, Gabriel Estrada, a
veteran of army service at Fort
Union during the Civil War era.
Albert Dominguez. of Watrous,
donated a Chihuahua copper coin
dated t855 and the "ball" part of
the infamous restraining device
known as a "ball and chain."
Dominguez's father found the 32pound iron ball at Fort Union years
ago when the abandoned post was
ranch land. The coin is a duplicate of several found in the local
area and suggests the continuation of international trade and intercultural relations along the
Santa Fe Trail.
Richard L. Rogers donated a set
of keys found at the Fort Union
Depot many years ago and a saber
reputed to have come from the
Glorieta Battlefield. The saber is
of a type dating from the early
19th century and could ha ve been
in Confederate use at the time of
the Civil War. Bill Hanus, ofSilver City. donated a U.S. 1860
cavalry saber in excellent condition, completed with scabbard. It
was the type in general use by
cavalry troops from 1860 to the
end of Fort Union's active period
in 1891.
Fort Union Supt. Harry C. Myers
stated that "the historical collections of the National Park Service
owe a great debt to people such
as these. Their obvious concern
for preservation makes it possible for generations of future Americans to enjoy and better understand our national heritage. We
extend our thanks to them and to
thousands of other people across
the country who have added to the
many museums maintained for the
American people."
<l
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BICYCLE TREK-1990
READY TO RIDE
Santa Fe Trail Bicycle Committee
Chairman Willard Chilcott announces that all the plans are
made for the September 22 to October 12 ride from Santa Fe via
the Mountain Branch to New Franklin, approximately 1,040 miles. A
descripti ve article about this trek
appeared in the March 1990 Outside magazine. Chilcott reports
that over 200 people have already
requested information. He is now
taking registrations for the ride.
Cyclists may join the ride at any
point and leave at any point if unable to make the complete trip.
This is a grand venture, carefully
organized to provide a combination ofinexpensive andpleasurable cycling with the opportunity
to see and learn about the historic
Trail. Maps, travel information,
and daily ride sheets are provided.
In the stop-over towns, SFTA
members and town residents will
lead tours to historic points of interest. This non-profit camping
tour will include dinner and
breakfast in each stop-over community, and camp sites with
showers have been arranged at
each overnite stop. Camping
equipment will be carried by
truck, and sag-wagon support
will be provided. Cyclists may
elect not to use sag-support
and/or camping facilities.
The ~ost to participants varies.
Regular riders using all services
will pay $150perweek;ridersnot
using sag-support will pay $130
per week (this allows rider and
companion to use camping facilities); and riders not using sagsupport and camping facilities
will pay $110 perweek. A $50deposit is required to hold a space.
Companions providing support for
riders may purchase the meals for
$10 per day.
This is a bargain ride, but the
rewards to participants will be
priceless. Chilcott is to be congratulated for the thorough planning that has gone into this trek,
endorsed by SFTA. For c,omplete
details and application form, contact Willard Chilcott, 885 Camino
Del Este, Santa Fe. NM 87501 (505)
982-1282.
<l

OLIVAS&MARIAN RUSSELL
IMPLICATED IN DC HOAX
Bonita and Leo Oliva are not by
nature deceptive people, and no
one ever would have accused Marian Sloan Russell of misleading
anyone. Yet these innocent people recently were persuaded by a
scheming National Geographic
photographer, Bruce Dale, to participate in a hoax manufactured
out of whole cloth. After all, it
was in Washington, D.C., where
deception is apparently common
practice. This time, however, it
was done for a good cause.
When Dale, currently photographing the Santa Fe Trail for National Geographic, wanted to arrange a surprise birthday party for
his wife, Joyce, he enlisted the
aid of the Olivas, who were visiting in D.C .. and the spirit of Maid
Marian. Joyce, as have many Trail
enthusiasts, had recently read
Marian Russell"s Land of Enchantment and had fallen in love
with the author and her story.
Knowing this, Bruce perpetrated
the hoax.
During a luncheon at the National Geographic Society including
the Dales and Olivas, Bruce invited them to a dinner the following
weekend. By pre-arranged plan,
Leo declined, saying they were
attending a lecture on Marian Russell that evening in nearby Arlington, Virginia. As expected, Joyce
showed immediate interest. Bonita then pulled from her purse a
small newspaper clipping describing the lecture (secretly
printed earlier by Bruce) and gave
it to the Dales.
When the Dales arrived at the
community center that evening,
the "lecture" had begun. The room
was dark, slides of the Santa Fe
Trail were being shown on the
screen, and the speaker was talking about Marian Russell. Joyce
and Bruce stood at the back of the
room and watched. The speaker
then announced that she was very
fortunate to have a picture of Marian when she was a child and flashed a baby picture of Joyce on
the screen. This was quickly followed by a Happy Birthday slide,
at which point the lights came on
and 50 friends joined in extending
wishes to Joyce.
Joyce said, "It was a complete
surprise. I was totally confused
when the baby picture flashed on
the screen." Undoubtedly, Marian
Russell would have been pleased.
The Olivas still wonder if Joyce
was secretly disappointed there
was no lecture about Marian. <J

FORT UNION SUMMER ACTIVITIES
The Santa Fe Trail and New Mexico"s Civil War volunteers will be
two subjects of special emphasis
for Fort Union National Monument's 1990 summer interpretive
programs. From Memorial Day
weekend through Labor Day, park
staff and volunteers will present
a variety of activities that focus
on various aspects of Fort Union
history.
Supt. Harry C. Myers explained
that at recent research has underscored the significance of two
aspects of Fort Union history that
have previously received scant
attention. "We ore going to change
that and give them the attention
they deserve," he said. ''The Fort
Union Quarterma ster Depot and the
Santa Fe Trail are one and the
same," Myers declared, "in fact,
there were a number of years in
which the majority of wagons
traveling over the Trail were not
bound for Santa Fe at all, but were
carrying military freight right
here to the Depot. This was the
lifeline of the army in the Southwest. It took hundreds of people
to operate it, many of them local
New Mexicans. It"s a fascinating
and important story and we"re going to give our visitors a chance
to learn more about it."
Myers also commented on the
significant role played by several
regiments of New Mexico infantry
and cavalrY during the 1860s.
"I1's an amazing story. Hundreds
of New Mexicans enlisted and served the Federal government for
five long years. Virtually all of
them had been born citizens of
Mexico and there was really no
reas9n to expect them to display
any particular loyalty to the United States. But they did. After the
defeat of the Texas Confederates
in 1862, they continued to serve.
Relations with practically every
Indian tribe in the area had gone
from bad to worse, and the New
Mexico units were assigned to
some of the most harsh and dangerous duty any American soldiers has ever had to endure. They
did a good job. They were good
soldiers. And we"re going to be
telling that story also."
Interpretive talks, demonstrations, tours, and living-history
programs will be offered daily
throughout the summer to explain
the Depot, Trail, New Mexico
Volunteers, and other aspects of
frontier history. Fort Union will
again host three popular special
events in 1990; entrance fees are
waived for each.
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Commlaaary Sergeant {Park Ranger/Hatorian} T. J. Sperry InventOrie8 a 8hipment received at the
Fort Union Depot. Fort Union 8taff
wiD present a variety of Interpretive
programs dealing with the Depot
and Santa Fe Trail daily between
Memorial Day and Labor Day.

On Saturday, June 23, ''The Santa
Fe Trail - Freighting for Uncle
Sam," an outdoor symposium, will
feature several noted speakers
addressing military freighting on
the Santa Fe Trail and otherTrail
topics. The day"s activities will
begin with a tour of Trail-related
sites in the area. Advance reservations are required for the tour.
On Saturday and Sunday, July 28
& 29. "Soldiering on the Santa Fe
Trail," a two-day event recalling
the founding of Fort Union in July
1851, will feature demonstrations
and
speakers.
Living-history
camps depicting infantry, cavalry, and artillery soldier life of the
frontier era are a mainstay of this
event. Several speakers will address the emotional topic of the
Navajo Wars.
On Saturday evening, August 25.
"An Evening at Fort Union" will be
held in conjunction with the birthday of the National Park Service.
The shroud of darkness lends itself to a stimulated imagination,
assisted further by living-history
vignettes scattered throughout
Fort Union"s adobe ruins. Reservations are required and will be
accepted after June 1.
Fort Union National Monument on
the Santa Fe National Historic
Trail is located eight miles north

of Watrous, NM, off Interstate 2S
on state highway 161. The park
is open 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Memorial Day through Labor Day,
and 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. the
remainder of the year. It is closed
on Christmas and New Year's Day.
Entrance fees are $1.00 per person, age 17-61, or $3.00percarload, whichever is less. For further information or to make reservations for events described
above, contact the Supt., Fort
Union National Monument, Watrous, NM 87753 (505) 425-8025.

MORE OVAL SIGNS
Three more of the oval signs
placed on schools in 1948 have
been reported. Linda Burkhart of
Offerle, Kansas, reported her
family had one. Although more details were requested, none was
received at press time. If information arrives, it will be reported
next issue.
J oleen Day, secretary of the
Heart of the Flint Hills Chapter,
identified two more. Her family
found one on their farm shop
building, which was an old school
house. The school, named Santa
Fe Trail School, was located on
the Trail six miles east of Council
Grove on Highway 56 and ~-mile
north. Ruts can still be seen near
where the building stood, and the
Heart of the Flint Hills Chapter
has marked the location with a
"Trail Rut" sign.
The other sign reported by Mrs.
Day is now on display in the senior citizen center at Allen, Kansas. The sign was removed from
the Ozark School located three
miles west of Allen on Highway
56 and one mile north. Joleen's
grandfather. Roy Schiesser and
co-worker Dan Fagan removed the
sign when the old school was being torn down. Fagan had preserved the sign until it was placed
in the senior center.
The tally now stands at 21. Are
there more?

NEW MAILING LABELS
To keep you better informed about
the status of your SFTA dues, the
expiration date of each membership has been added to the mailing label. Please check carefully
and report any errors. We hope
you will bear with us while we
work out the bugs. Remember that
all memberships are for the calendar year. If your label shows "Dec
1989" and you have not renewed
since May I, better do so soon
or this will be your last WT.
<J

JOHN BURNS LOCKE: TRAIL FREIGHTER

a PIONEER

by Carrie Blanchard

[Ed. note: This is the eleventh in
a series on merchants and personalities on the Santa Fe Trail.
Carrie Bailey Blanchard. Denver, is the great-granddaughter
of John and Annie Locke. She
especially thanks her cousin.
Orella Chadwick of Tillamook,
Oregon. for her many years of
genealogical
research which
provided much of the material
used here.]
John Burns Locke, who later was
among the first settlers in Canon
City and Wet Mountain Valley in
Colorado, made his initial trip
west from Blandinsville. Illinois,
in 1859 with his brother William.
Each man had three yoke of oxen
and wagons, a saddle mule, and
shared a dog named Watch. This
trip was not made on the Santa
Fe Trail, but itledto John's decision to enter the freighting trade
between Independence. Missouri,
and the particular area of the
West that had grabbed his interest: the Arkansas River valley,
the outposts of Pueblo, Canon City, and Florence.
When John's brother William
decided in 1860 to settle in Colordo, John became the owner of both
teams and other accouterments
they had acquired. In the meantime, John had met Barbara Ann
(Annie) Welch in his hometown,
and they had grown serious enough to become engaged.
John made his first freighting
trip in 1860-1861, a long trip from
Blandinsville to Independence
where he had stabled his ox
teams. From there he traveled the
Santa Fe Trail to Bent's Fort and
then on to Pueblo.
When he returned to Missouri
(location not given), a letter from
Annie awaited him at a friend's
home. Annie advised him of their
invitation to accompany and witness another couple at their wedding in October. On August 28,
1861, John replied to Annie as
follows:
"My Dear Annie.
"I address you principally to
make a suggestion in regard to our
union. After reconsideration of
the matter since our last interview I make haste to write you
in order to gi ve you time for
reflection.
"I do not know your mind as to
the time - you may wi sh to put
it off longer than I am about to
suggest. If so all right. I shall
be perfectly satisfied with any
-9-

Annie end John Locke, from en
original tintype, beleved to be their
wedding picture.

time that you may see fit to name
after my return, hoping if my
suggestion does not meet your approbation you will be prepared at
my return to name your earliest
time thereafter. I think nothing
preventing I shall be able to make
my trip by the 1st to 10th Oct. at
the latest. If so I have thought
(since you named the otherunion
that is to be effected in October
and our accompanying them) it
would perhaps be well enough if
it would suit you to make the same
trip answer our purposes.
"I am aboard the Packet on the
Missouri River for Kansas City
whilst I write to you, which may
partially excuse the awkward appearance of my letter. Expect to
reach K.C. tomorrow. There are
1200 soldiers aboard from N. W.
Missouri armed for cruel war.
They make considerable noise.
Music, shouting and occasionally
ashore marching. A soldier's life
for those who like it but a more
quiet life for me.
"From what I can learn of the
route we have to travel, fromreliable appearing people we have
seen from different sections, I
see no reason to apprehend the
danger some of our friends did
previous to our starting and trust
you will not feel uneasy for my
safety.
"Entertaining the kindest feelings and regard for you, I am
"Very sincerely yours,
"John"
John and Annie were married October 31, 1861. The Civil War had
begun in April of that year. Noone
knew how far the fighting might
spread or how long the war might

last. Although he realized that
supplies would become harder to
obtain, John also saw that they
would become more essential in
the western territories. So, with
Annie's approval, he decided to
continue with his freighting business, at least for a year or two.
In 1862 John made a trip to Santa
Fe, after having to travel farther
east than everto obtain supplies.
The trip was long and hard; all
across the country he found that
people were uneasy, expressing
fear of both the war hostilities
and the Indians along the route.
During the arduous return, John
realized this was not the life for
him, away from his adored Annie
for such lengths of time.
Early in 1863, John and Annie
began planning their move.
Traveling by covered wagon for
eleven weeks, they arrived at
Canon City on July 5,1863, bringing 100 head of cattle and 15
horses with them. John became a
large landowner in both Fremont
and Custer counties. Locke Mountain in Wet Mountain Valley is
named for the family. He served
a six-year term as county commissioner in Fremont County.
John and Annie Locke reared
five children, all of whom distinguished themselves as adults.
Daughter Orella became a Doctor
of Osteopathy, practicing in Cincinnati with her younger sister,
Dena, assisting her. Sons James
T. (Jimmie) and Orion were both
attorneys; Jimmie Locke served
four terms as district attorney and
two as deputy district attorney at
Canon City. Daughter Carrie was
a school teacher and, later, she
and her husband, James William
Ralston, were among the first settlers in the Cedar Hill and Aztec
area in northwest New Mexico.
Annie Locke died in 1894 and
John in 1901. Both are buried in
the Greenwood Cemetery atCanon
City.

Interior view of barn.

AN OLD BARN WITH A SANTA FE TRAIL PAST
by Jesse Scott, Jr.

What happens to all the stones
from old forts? Often not even a
vestige of the foundation can be
found. In one instance, at least,
we know.
William Bent set the stage for
the events that led to the building
of this stone barn. He destroyed
the huge adobe Bent's Old Fort in
1849. In the fall of 1852 he moved
down the Arkansas River to a flood
plain twenty-two miles below the
mouth of the Purgatoire River.
There, on the left bank, he built
three log houses to use as a trading post until he could construct
his new fort of stone on a high
rock point overlooking the ri ver
and commanding a view of the
area for many miles in all directions. Construction of Bent"s New
Fort started in 1853 and probably
was not completed until the following year, the year the area
became part of the newly-created
Kansas Territory.
After the Mexican War, the War
Department began establishing
military posts along the Santa Fe
Trail to help protect the evergrowing commerce and military
supply trains. Bent's New Fort appeared to be a good place for a
post, and in 1859 it was leased
to the government.
The following year construction
was begun by the First Cavalry,
under Major John Sedgwick, on a
new fort on the site of the three
log houses. Buildings were erected by enlisted personnel, few if
any of whom were stone masons
or carpenters. Lt. J. E. B. Stuart,
who later gained fame as a Confederate cavalry officer, was on
duty during construction. By completion, the post was in Colorado
Territory, created in 1861.
-10-

Originally named Fort Wise, in
honor of Governor Henry Wise of
Virginia, the post was given a new
name when the Civil War began
and Gov. Wise and Virginia left
the Union. It became Fort Lyon,
to honor the memory of General
Nathaniel Lyon, the first Union
general killed in the war.
To set the record straight, this
post was never named Fort Fauntleroy, an error that has been
perpetuated by many historians
and published a number oftimes.
Fort Fauntleroy was the first name
of the fort at Bear Springs, New
Mexico Territory, later named Fort
Lyon. It was rebuilt in 1868 as
the second Fort Wingate. Locations changed three times.
In 1866 the Arkansas Riverbacked up from an ice jam, flooding
the lowland and Fort Lyon, and the
post was moved to its new location twenty miles up the river in
1867. Part of the stage was set
for construction of the barn.
Meanwhile, other events relevant
to the barn were taking place.
In 1861 the government entered
into the Treaty of Fort Wise with
the Southern Cheyenne and Southern Arapaho, which was never carried out. In 1865 these tribes were
part of the Treaties of the Little
Arkansas, signed at the site of
present Wichita, Kansas. Certain
mixed-blood relatives of these
Indians were each given 640
acres of land to be selected by
the
commissioner of Indian
affairs. Some of this land was
selected along the Arkansas River
in Colorado. In 1883 two mixed
bloods, Matilda and Margaret Pepperdin, received tracts 24 and 25,
the boundary between which was
approximately the location for the

~

-,

..

~

-

~

.".,

.-.-.;..~

$1

-

,:.

:

-::_-~.~,

,,~-;,,~

.. )Ir~.~

Stone with ·1st Cav 1880.·
future bam.
Later this land came into the
Koen family, early irrigation and
land developers in the area. In
1891 Festus B. Koen had the bam
and numerous other structures
erected with stone from Old Fort
Lyon, and possibly Bent's New
Fort, four to five miles upstream
from his farm.
E. Griffin, the builder, proudly
proclaimed his involvement with
a carved keystone in the east
arch. The most interesting stone
is located near the west peak,
with the carved inscription "1 st
Cav 1860." Others have graffiti
scratched into the surface dating
back to 1865. and one evinces the
presence of the 48th Wisconsin
unit which is on record as stationed at Fort Lyon.
The bam is an imposing structure, 60' wide, 100' long, and 36'
high, with considerable room for
livestock on the ground level and
for hay above. The height at the
eaves is 16 feet. The hayloft floor
is 10 feet above the ground, with
the top of the arched openings
another 16 feet higher. Walls
average 18 inches in thickness,
and the beams and posts are 8
inches square. Floor joists for the
loft are 2 x 12 inches, seton 16inch centers. This bam probably
contains less than one-fifth of
the stone in the remaining buildings and fences.
The bam is in a state of deterioration from the elements, neglect,
and lack of repairs. There is no
evidence of structural fault; there
are no cracks in the walls nor
does the roof sag. A flood in 1921
partially filled the ground floor
with sand and caused considerable damage to nearby stone buildings and fences.
The old Koen place is located
four miles west and one-quarter
south of the Big Timbers Museum
at Lamar. Don States leases the
farmstead and lives there. ABlue
Heeler dog lives there. too. but
do not be taken in by the old adage
that begins "A barking dog. . . ."

[jesse Scott, Jr., Garden City,
KS, is a real estate broker and
auctioneer who has done extensive research along the Santa Fe
Trail. Portions of this article
were published in Kansas Territorial, Nov-Dec 1985.]
<l
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-lETTERSEditor:
I'm sending my check for 1990.
I am a charter member and value
my membership. My grandparents
came by covered wagon in 1874.
They stayed in Wootton and that
part of the country. I am a native
of Raton, New Mexico.
Esther Jones Ki 11am
5820 S. Windermere Apt. 565
Littleton, CO 80120
Editor:
I am a new member of SFTA and
enclose dues for a membership for
my daughter, Peggy Moga. Together, we drove the Trail last September, using Marc Simmons's book
as a guide. We did not even know
until w'e reached Arrow Rock that
there was an organization forpeopie interested in the Trail. We
were both thrilledl
In the future, both my daughter
and I hope to be active in the
organization, attending meetings, driving the Trail again
(slower!), and serving on committees. Presently, I work as a librarian for a book vender but my real
interest is in historical research
on
Western
Americana.
My
daughter's doctorate is in neurobiology but her a biding interests
are birding and the prairie. One
thing we did on our trip was look
for "natural" prairie that remains.
Honey Sullivan Moga
16 E. Sheridan Rd.
Lake Bluff. IL 60044
Editor:
Our family received copies of
the February issue and thoroughly
enjoyed seeing the article on Middle Springs by my late father and
your incorporation of data from
the Cimarron National Grassland
staff. We shall treasure this issue. We also enjoyed reading
about J edediah Smith. Our best
wishes for your continued efforts
on the Santa Fe Trail.
J oily Mayberry Schram
6005 Diamond Head Dr.
Austin, TX 78746
Editor:
I made audio cassette tapes of
many of the programs at the Santa
Fe Symposium. The quality of
some is better than others. If
anyone is interested in a copy of
any of the tapes I have. I will
make them on a limited basis for
the cost of tapes and postage.
Robert Ripley
8202 Peach Tree Lane
Wichita, KS 67207
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Editor:
At the Symposium in Santa Fe I
purchased two copies of Dave
Webb's Adventures with the Santa Fe Trail. At the time I thought
it was a little advanced for my
fourth-grade grandson, so I just
put it away for the time being. In
February he told me his class at
Eldorado Elementary School was
studying the Santa Fe Trail and
asked if I would come talk to
them. I gave him a copy of the
book to take to his teacher. She
and the other two fourth-grade
teachers were just crazy about
the book and ordered more copies.
The project is well under way. I
spoke to all three classes.
primarily about women on the
Trail, but most Mary Donoho.
I told them about my research
on Mary Donoho and that a publisher was considering it. They
were wonderful, asked lots of
questions, and later wrote some
great thank you letters, many with
colored illustrations. One little
girl said, "I sure hope you get a
publisher for your book." She got
her wish and I don't think my feet
have touched the ground yet.
Mary Donoho: New First Lady of
the Santa Fe Trail has been
accepted for publication by Ancient City Press in Santa Fe. It
is schedulled for 1991; they said
in plenty of time for the SFTA Symposium in Arrow Rock.
Marian Meyer
2327 Old Arroyo Chamisa
Santa Fe. NM 87505

Congratulations Marian Meyer!
We al1 look forward to the day
Mary Donoho is in print.
Editor
Editor:
The members of the Texas Panhandle Chapter of SFTA extend
their collective appreciation to
you for keeping Wagon Tracks a
lively and interesting publication. All of us wait for each issue
with anticipation. We want to
give you the support and assistance you need. Thanks for a job
well done.
Texas Panhandle Chapter
P. O. Box 1533
Amrillo, TX 79105
Thanks for the Texas praise. If
WT amounts to anything, it is
because of the material submit-

ted by many contributors. Al1 we
do here is put it together aod

send it out. It takes a lotof time
and isn't always fun, but we hope
the result is worthy of SFTA and
al1 it represents.
Editor

BOOT HILL MUSEUM, DODGE CITY, KANSAS
by V. James Sherer

[This is fourteenth in a series
on museums and historic sites
along the Trail. V. James Sherer
is executive di rector of Boot H il1
Museum.}
The Old West comes to life at Boot
Hil1 Museum, a village museum
located on the original site of
Boot Hil1 Cemetery in downtown
Dodge City, Kansas. The museum,
accredited by the American Association of Museums in 1985,
was founded in 1947 to collect,
preserve, and interpret the history of Dodge City. Dodge wa s the
home of such famous law officers
as Wyatt Earp. Bat Masterson, Bill
Tilghman, and Charles Bassett. It
was here they earned their reputations as "fast guns." But this is
not th~ only story told at the museum. Visitors are introduced to
the site and the history of Dodge
City in an eleven-minute multimedia presentation, "Dodge City:
The Town and the Legend," in the
visitor center.
Dodge City began in 1872 as a
supply center for buffalo hunters
who were in the process of
eradicating the herds of bison
that once numbered in the millions. Partly in answer to the
demand for buffalo robes, leather
for industry, and bones for a variety of purposes, and partly in response to the army's desire to
eliminate the food supply of the
Plains Indians, the hunters quickly (within four years) removed the
buffalo, making way for the beef
cattle industry.

The story of that era is told in
the exhibit "Dodge City: The Early
Years." The exhibit includes a
portion of the original Boot Hill
Cemetery (1872-1879) upon which
the museum is built and from
which it takes it name. Here also
is the story of the Santa Fe Trail
and trade, the building of the Santa Fe Railroad. the life of the
American cowboy, and a reconstruction of a sod house, the home
of many plains settlers. Apopular
feature of this exhibit is an extensive collection of firearms.
Another exhibit, "Cattle, Wheat
& Storekeepers," shows Dodge City's economic growth during the
era of the cattle drives which
began in 1876. During the tenyear span of the long drives more
than 10 million Texas longhorns
were brought up the trails to the
Santa Fe Railway's loading pens
in Dodge City. During the 1880s
there was wild speculation and
people came west to get rich. Cattle barons were born and broken
within a few years. This era and
the coming of the wheat industry
are told here. Wheat became important in Kansas in 1874 with the
introduction of Turkey Red, a hard
winter wheat, by a group of German Mennonites from Russia. Cattle and wheat today dominate
Dodge City's economy as visitors
can see in the numbers of grain
elevators and cattle feedlots that
dot the countryside.
The atmosphere of old Dodge City is recreated in exhibits of the
-12-

business life of the town. The
Bank of Dodge City, the town's
first banking establishment, is
reconstructed here as well as the
home of Squirrel Tooth Alice, an
early "lady of the night," or
"soiled dove" as they were called
in Dodge City.
Front Street is a reconstruction
of two blocks of the original
(1878) business district of Dodge
City. Here are found a gunsmith
shop in Zimmerman's Hardware,
the Rice Brothers' saddle shop,
and Dr. T. L. McCarty's City Drug
Store that is stocked with drugs,
patent medicines, and cosmetics
that could be found in this store
in 1880.
The Saratoga Saloon next door
is a reconstruction of an establishment that was owned by C. M.
Beeson and W. H. Harris.wholater owned the Long Branch Saloon
down the street. The Saratoga was
strictly operated and did not allow rowdiness. It served beer. the
cowboy's favorite beverage, and
soda pop (ginger ale was especially popular). It was a favorite
hangout of soldiers stationed at
Fort Dodge (located five miles
east). Charles Rath's General
Store is at the end of the block.
Nearby are George Hoover's cigar
store, John Tyler's Tonsorial Parlor, and Morris Collar's dry goods
store.
Farther down the boardwalk are
Beatty & Kelley's Dodge City Restaurant where today's visitors
can still get a meal featuringbuf-

T.... exhibit at Boot ...
falo meat or ice cream treats. Next
door is the Old House Saloon used
by the Boot Hill Museum and other
local oraanizations for special
events, includina tlle Boot l:Iill
Museum Repertory Company's dinner theater performances. Durina
the summer a chuckwagon dinner
is served every evenina from 5: 30
to 7:30 p.m., featuring Kansas
beef.
Four restored buildings round
out the tour of Front Street: a oneroom schoolhouse that also has
a temporary exhibit gallery, a
Santa Fe Railway depot and 1903
Santa Fe locomotive, an 1880 carriaae shed that houses the museum's blacksmith shop, and the
Hardesty home. R. J. Hardesty
was a cattle rancher whose family
resided here from 1880 to 1914.
The home is restored to the early
1880s.
Boot Hill has a variety of livinghistory exhibits, such as domestic life in the Hardesty house. An
1880s medicine show is performed several times a day along the
boardwalk. Bach evenina "Miss
Kitty" hosts the Lona Branch Variety Show, with Doc at the piano,
the Lona Branch Can-Can girls,
and a wide variety of specialty
acts, musical numbers, and nonstop entertainment, preceded
each evening by a reenactment of
a Dodge City aunfiaht. The 60minute music and comedy shOW is
regularly attended by tour aroups
and visitors from all over the
world.
Over the pa st year, three new exhibits have been added. "Boot Hill
Museum: 40 Years of History,"
located in the Boot Hill buildina,
traces the history of the museum
and features the neon sip that
once was located on the top of
the oriainal Boot Hill building.

.ackanflh ahop exhibit.
"Keeping the Peace: The Beginning of Law in Dodge City" details
the beginning of Dodge City, its
early inhabitants, the need for
law, and the men who upheld it.
The jail bars from Dodge City's City Hall, built in 1888, are featured. This exhibit is in the Beeson
Gallery.
The "Frontstreet Times Print
Shop" will open this summer in a
new location in the Beeson Gallery. Here visitors can view printing equipment of the 1870s and
watch as an interpreter prints a
newspaper or wanted poster.
One of the most significant "natural" exhibits of Boot Hill Museum
is located nine miles west of
Dodge City along U.S. 50. Here.
on 143 acres owned by the museum, exist some of the most
clearly defined ruts of the Santa
Fe Trail. The site has been accessible to visitors since 1961 and
was desipated a National Historic Landmark site in 1966. A well
marked turnoff is available to
Trail buffs and with a short walk
of 100 to 150 yards one can view
the historic ruts which extend to
the west approximately a mile. Also available at that site are the
remains of the Bureka Irrigation
Canal, better known as the "Soule
Ditch," which was beaun in 1883.
Some 30,000 to 50,000 people visit this site each year.
1990 marks the 100th anniversary of the State Soldiers Home
at old Fort Dodge, five miles east
of Dodae City on highway 154.
Built in the 1860s to protect travelers along the Santa Fe Trail and,
later, those who built the railroad
that replaced the Trail. Fort Dodae
was abandoned in the late 1880s.
In 1890 it became a State Soldiers
Home and many of the original
buildinas, some built as early as
1867, are still in use today. Many
activities have been planned at
Fort Dodae for this summer. for
information please call (316)
227-2121.
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"Dodge City Days" is an annual
event from the last weekend of July throuah the first weekend of
August and features the 4th largest PRCA rodeo in the world. The
ten-day celebration begins with
a concert, this year Reba McEntire
will be featured, and includes activities such as the Ford County
Fair, street dances, chuckwagon
breakfast, parades, Kaleidoscope
of the Arts, craft festivals. Miss
Rodeo Kansas Pageant, and four
nights of PRCA rodeo featurina all
the top world champion rodeo performers. The 1990 dates are July
27 through August 5.
The second annual Octoberfest
will be held at Boot Hill on October 6. The event is highlighted
by Helmut Fricker and his Polka
Band and the authentic German
food that is served that day. The
festi vities take place under a
large tent that covers most of the
open area of the museum arounds.
Last year approximately 2,000
people enjoyed a day filled with
great music. fantastic food, and
dancing.
During each December Boot Hill
Museum celebrates "Christmas in
Old Dodge City," with a special
holiday show in the Long Branch
saloon; "Christmas on the Boardwalk," which includes an evenina
stroll along the boardwalk with
the shops liahted by kerosene
lamps, and special entertainment; "Christmas is for Children,"
with a visit from Old St. Nick and
a children's story hour; and the
Victorian Christmas Tea in the
Hardesty House, with special music and refreshments.
A dinner theater series produced
by the Boot Hill Museum Repertory
Company. featurina plays and musicals, takes place in the fall and
sprina. The Old House Saloon
seats 100 for dinner and an excellent show.
Boot Hill Museum is open daily
except Thanksgivina. Christmas,
and New Year's day. Summer hours
are 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. daily
from the last weekend in May
through the end of August. Winter
hours are 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Monday throuah Saturday. 1 ;00
p.m.- to 5:00 p.m. Sunday. September through May. Summer admission rates are 14.50 for adults,
14.00 for seniors and students,
and 113.00 fodamily (7 and under
free). Winter admissions are
13.25 adults. 13.00 seniors and
students, and 18.00 for family (7
and under free). For information
contact the Tour Director. Boot
Hill Museum. Front Street, Dodae
City, KS 67801 (316) 227-8188. <3

A LONG AND USEFUL LIFE FOR 11E SANTA FE TRAIL
By the late 1860s the Kansas
Pacific Railroad had put the
original eastern half of the Santa
Fe Trail out of business. No longer
did large freight wagons ply the
old route from the Kansas City
area or Fort Leavenworth. Instead. the western most "end of
track" community mamed the
"beginning" of the Trail. Within
several years the Atchison. Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad (AT&SF)
had completed its line across
Kansas and entered southeastern
Colorado in 1873. cuttina further
the
ever-shrinking
mileage
remaining to the the bullwhacker
and wagon freighter. The Junction
City (KS) Union. in August 1867.
lamented that "the iron horse has
silenced the lowing of the panting
ox and the old trail looks
desolate."
For junction City and much of
the rest Kansas it was true. Overland use of the Santa Fe Trail appeared to be finished. Historians.
authors. and Trail buffs in general
have since clung to that same
view-that the Trail died a sudden
death when the railroads built into western Kansas. Unfortunately.
this attitUde robs the Santa Fe
Trail of more than a decade of its
important history. Though changed from its "glory days" of the
long haul from Independence or
Westport to Santa Fe and beyond.
wagon traffic from the Colorado
railhead towns into New Mexico
continued to flourish. For this
section of the route. the Trail was
alive and well.
By mid-1873 the AT&SFhadreached Granada. Colorado. Immediately. the end-of-track forwarding and commission merchants
abandoned their location at Kit
Carson. Colorado. on the Kansas
Pacific line and moved to Granada. Two of the largest of these
firms were Otero. Sellar and Co.•
and Chick. Browne and Co. For the
next three years. Granada and
West Las Animas constituted the
eastern end of Santa Fe Trail wagon traffic. And busy years they
were.
Hundreds of wagons followed a
new branch south from the rails.
known as the Fort Union-Granada
Road. North of Fort Union the older
ruts of the Mountain Branch were
met. and trains carrying goods into New Mexico's interior used the
time-honored route to Las Vegas
and Santa Fe.
One of the New Mexico-based
customers that assured a heavy

by T. J. Sperry
flow of wagon traffic during the
1870s was the United States Anny.
The military presence began during the Mexican War. and the
freighting of anny supplies had
been a major part of Trail traffic
since that time. Durinathe 1870s.
New Mexicans. always an integral
part of the Trail. rose to greater
prominence than at any time since
the Mexican War. As in the 1840s
when Mexican traders dominated
the old commercial trade over the
Trail. they reaped the benefits of
freighting for Uncle Sam. The forwardina agents subcontracted
with locals to perform the actual
hauling and delivery. and the blue
streak that resounded with the
bullwhacker's whip was mostoften a Spanish oath.
Until 1873. Fort Union had served as the general receiving and
distribution depot for the Southwest for much of the previous 22
years. In the 1860s 2.000 to 3.000
wagons a year brought the anny's
quartermaster. subsistence. and
ordnance materials to the loadina
docks and storehouses of the Fort
Union Depot. The close proximity
of the Colorado railhead. however. made it possible for shipments consigned to other posts to
be dispatched directly to the final
destination. Forwarding agents.
such as Chick. Browne and Co.•
organized trains bound not just
for Fort Union but to posts as far
away as Fort Bayard. in southwestern New Mexico. and Camp
Apache. Arizona. It should be noted that in 1876-1877. all supplies
for posts in New Mexico were
again sent to and distributed from
the Fort Union Depot.
Fort Union National Monument
has in its collections a bound volume of the original bills oftading
for Chick. Browne and Co. military
contracts from May 1874 through
june 1875. These documents provide a fascinating and informati ve glimpse into the hustling activity that prolonaed the life of
the Trail.
The first two sheets in the volume are a memorandum "of government freight shipped from Granada. Colorado." by Otero. Sellar
and Co. from Septembel" 1873 to
May 1874. possibly reflecting a
change in the contract holder as
of the latter date. "Gillie" Otero
fondly recalled the family-like
relationship that existed between
the two large firms as they moved
together from one railhead to the
next. from Ellsworth. Kansas. to
-14-

Hays City then to Sheridan in Kansas. to Kit Carson. Colorado. and
then to Granada. Later they followed the railhead to West Las
Anima s. La junta. and El Moro in
Colorado. and then to Las Vegas,
New Mexico. The memorandum
may reflect a courtesy in the spirit described by Otero.
For the nine-month period detailed in the memorandum, the
firm forwarded 695.159 pounds of
anny supplies in 55 wagon trains.
most of which were under an army
contract with H. C. Lovell. a Kansas merchant. Fourteen bills of
ladina of Chick. Browne and Co.
come next. originating at Granada
between May 15. 1874, and june
22. 1874. In fourteen trains the
company shipped 176,184 pounds
of military freight down the Fort
Union-Granada branch of the Santa Fe Trail to Forts Union. Marcy.
Craig. and McRae in New Mexico.
and Camp Apache. Arizona. Another 13.000 pounds went over another route to Fort Garland. Colorado.
In july 1874 the commission
houses made a short move to West
Las Animas. a few miles west of
Granada. The remainina bills of
lading in the volume date from
this point. july 1874 through june
1875, after which the firms moved
again with the rails to La Junta.
For the 11 months when freight
was shipped from West Las
Animas. Chick. Browne and Co.
forwarded 573.999 pounds in 53
wagon trains. Of this, 157.705
pounds (27") went to Fort Union
Depot. while the balance of
416,294 pounds was delivered to
Forts Craig, Tularosa, McRae.
Bayard. Selden. Wingate. and
Marcy in New Mexico. and Camp
Apache, Arizona. Throughout this
time Eugene B. Allen was the principal contractor. Most of thewagons bound for New Mexico and
Arizona traveled south from West
Las Animas a few miles. joined
the Fort Lyon to Fort Union road
for another 30 miles. and then followed the Fort Union-Granada
Road, the shortest route and a way
to avoid the more difficult road
over Raton Pass.
Anny freight was divided into
three classes of supplies: ordnance. quartermaster. and subsistence. Ordnance supplies comprised weapons. ammunition. and
accouterments such as cartridge
boxes. haversacks. scabbards.
and bayonets. In the 1870s the
ordnance department also was responsible for cavalry saddles and

S;etch of Chick, Browne and Co. headqua~ter., Las Vegas, New Mexico
(from William G. Ritch, Illustrated New ¥exICo, 4t!", ed., Santa
1883,
p. 89, reproduction courtesy. of Special Collections Dept., Zimmerman
Library, University of New MexIco, Albuquerque).
horse equipment. Fort Union Arand forage fo~ livestock, f~om
senal, which served the military
paper and pencIls and0t?erofft<:e
district of New Mexico, was locatsupplies to transportation vehled at the site of the first Fort
cles, from ~uel for heat.and cookUnion, approximately one mile
ing to furmture for offtces,. ~arwest of the second and third
racks, and quarters. In .addltton,
posts, in adobe structures that
the qu~rtermaster was ~n cha~e
facilitated storage, repair, and
of repairs of all type.s, tncludmg
minor fabrication. The ordnance
the work of blacksmtths, wheelstores originated in eastern facwrights, .and carpenters. Som~ of
tories and arsenals. These supwhat Uns department requIred
plies were not available locally
co.uld be procured locally, .and
in New Mexico. Thus all ordnance
thIS generally proved economIcal
items for troops in the Southwest
not only for the army but for New
were sent over the Trail.
Mexicans who provided the comFrom the date of its inception
~odities. Agricultural products,
in 1851 until final closure in
fIrewood, charcoal, lumber, and
1883, the Fort Union Arsenal was
some coal made up the bulk of
commanded (with the exception of
local purchases.
about one year) by Military Store
Bverything else the quartermasKeeper, later Captain, William
ter needed had to make its way
Rawle Shoemaker. His responacross the Great Plains. Much of
sibilities for much of the period
the freight carried by Chick,
included the arming and equipBrowne and Co. was addressed to
ping of all troops stationed in New
the quartermaster at the Fort
Mexico and part of Arizona, someUnion Depot or at forts throughout
times even part of Texas. Shoemathe military district. Train number
ker, who rarely left Fort Union,
53 left West Las Animas on Sepwitnessed the last three decades
tember 12, 1874, with blankets,
of the history of the Trail. He is
clothing, picks, pick handles,
a subject worthy of further study.
and spades. Dozens of other shipThe volume of Chick, Browne and
ments during the period included
Co. records indicates shipment of
uniform items, tentage, stoves,
ordnance items only occasionalbe.dding, ir~>n beds, office s~ply. The bulk of these consignpltes, furnIture, br.ooms, pa~nt,
ments consisted of cartridges,
wagon parts, cookIng utensIls,
although shipments of bayonet
bui!ding materials, and bathtubs.
scabbards, rifles, tools, bridle
Tram number 17 left Granad~ for
leather, and other "ordnance
Fort McRae in June 1874 WIth a
stores" were also mentioned.
"refrigerator."
Ammunition was heavy freight.
The
subsistence department
Train number 112 departed West
procured, stored. and issued the
Las Animas on April 17, 1875,
army's food supplies, and these
bound for Fort Union Arsenal with
items
comprised the largest
21 crates of ammunition weighing
amount of military freight on the
2,755 pounds. Included in the
Santa Fe Trail. As with quartertrain were 32 "arms chests"ofrimaster supplies, the subsistence
fles (likely the new Springfield
department attempted to buy local
.45-70) weighing 9,201 pounds.
items whenever possibl~. In the
The quartermaster department
Southwest, however, thIS never
handled everything from building
progressed far beyond fl~ur, fresh
materials and uniforms to tools
beef, beans, and salt, WIth occa-

re,
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sional purchases of hominy,
sauerkraut, pickles, and chili
peppers.
The soldier's daily prescribed
ration, deserving in part of its
infamous reputation, consisted of
pork or beef, bread, beans (orrice
or hominy), vinegar, salt, sugar,
coffee and tea. The prescribed ration is somewhat misleading,
however, as an indication of what
troops actually consumed. Dissatisfaction with such stark victuals caused the passage of an act
in 1866 that permitted the subsistence department to stock and
sell at cost a long list of sundry
food items. These were available
to military personnel, their dependents, and authorized civilian
employees. The concept was immediately popular, and from that
time on post commissaries included sales rooms literally stuffed with these "supplemental"
food items. Company messes
could "trade" portions of the regular ration for some of these items,
adding variety to an otherwise
bland and fairly unbalanced diet.
Individuals could also purchase
them for personal use. The "at
cost" price of these foods made
them affordable to the poorlypaid soldiers and greatly upset
the post sutlers who had previously held a monopoly in the
field.
The Chick, Browne and Co. bit1s
of lading confirm the popularity
of these sundry food items, and
are revealing when considering
what it took to run an army byway
of long-distance freighting. The
following
subsistence
stores
were forwarded by the firm (it
should be noted that commercial
freight on the Trail, none of which
wa s recorded in thi s vol ume of the
company's bills of lading, also
would have included most of the
following items for the civilian
market in New Mexico):
Coffee
Sugar
Flour
Candles
Soap
Vinegar
Tobacco
Tea
Rice
Salmon
Syrup
Sardines
Crackers
Macaroni
Green Peas
Lima Beans
Clams
Molasses
Plums
Potatoes

Mustard
Cinnamon
Lemon Extract
Vanilla
Yeast Powder
Cream of Tartar
Laundry Starch
Pork
Hams
Salt
Pepper
Raisins
Chocolate
Tapioca
Mackerel
Cranberry Sauce
Pineapples
Asparagus
Olive Oil
Olives

Cheese
Dried Peaches
Dried Apples
Nutmeg
Pickles
Butter
Oysters
Lard
Tomatoes
Baking Powder
Corn
Mushrooms
Jelly
Herring
Sauerkraut
Beef Tongues
Breakfast Bacon
Food items constituted the the
largest part of the army logistic
line and presented special problems of administration, storage,
and timely shipment. All posts
beyond the railroads were required to maintain a six-month supply
of subsistence in stock. In 1873
the army created the rank of commissary sergeant and stationed
one at each post. The positions
were filled from the ranks of noncommissioned officers of the line
who bad demonstrated the clerical skills and responsibility
needed for the job. The new
specialist grade was a concession on the army's part to its inability to
handle the huge
amounts of foodstuffs and the
accompanying paperwork through
the accountability chain. From
that time until the ultimate death
of the Santa Fe Trail seven years
later, the commissary sergeant
was the soldier most intimately
linked to the day-to-day operation of military freighting on the
route. The majority of the wagons
and teamsters plying the Trail
pulled up to the commissary loading docks.
The bills of lading reveal other
aspects of Trail operations at that
time. Some authors have asserted
that the shortening of the Trail
permitted the replacement of oxen
with horses. The teamsters hauling for Chick, Browne and Co., at
least, did not reflect such a
change. Of the wagons hauling
government freight forwarded by
that firm, 75" were pulled by
oxen, 10" by mules, and 15" by
horses. The chief commissary
officer of New Mexico, Captain
Charles P. Eagan, estimated in
1875 that ox teams hauled 90"of
subsistence stores in the District
of New Mexico.
Perhaps the most enlightening
information of all concerns who
was actually on the Trail, driving
teams, cracking the whips, and
eating the dust raised by wagons
and animals. Of the 73 freighters
hired or contracted by Chick,
Browne and Co., 63 had Spanish
surnames. New Mexicans, as
always, were performing a major
role in the freighting on the Trail.
Something can also be learned
from what the Chick, Browne and
Co. volume does not reveal. The
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Facsimile of one page from Chick, Browne and Co. record book (courtesy
of Fort Union National Monument, NPS).
company, along with Otero, Sellar
ved as agent for freight contractor
and Co., did not devote most of
Eugene B. Allen in 1874), were
its business to forwarding govhandling infinitely more freight
ernment freight, as had the fadestined for the civilian market.
mous firm of Russell, Majors and
If the volume of government
Waddell in the late 1850s. The
freight handled by Otero, Sellar
1870s in New Mexico was a time
and Co., and Chick, Browne and
of new settlement and growth. The
Co., the two largest firms forwardcommission and forwarding mering military freight in New Mexchants, and there were several
ico, represents but a percentage
others besides those named (the
of traffic on the Fort UnionLas Vegas, NM, firm of Marcus
Granada Road, that route must
Brunswick and Eugenio Romero
indeed have been busy during its
was an agent for military freight
period of use. Even without concontractor Henry C. Lovell in
clusive numbers to verify it, it is
1873, and the Las Vegas mercanapparent that this branch of the
tile firm ofT. Romero and Bro. serSanta Fe Trail carried a signifi-
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cant amount of traffic.
Josiah Gregg's famous estimate
of freight traveling down the Santa Fe Trail, 1822 to 1843 (the celebrated "glory years" of Trail commerce), lists fewer than 100 wagons as making the trip in all but
five of those years. His largest
estimates were 130 wagons in
1831 and 1839, and 230 wagons
in 1843. The sizes of wagons and
the amount of freight each could
haul varied, and itmust be understood that a comparison of wagon
numbers is not a precise comparison of payloads. Nevertheless,
Chick, Browne and Co., in May and
June 1874, sent from Granada over
the Santa Fe Trail 56 wagons loaded with military supplies, and
between July 1874 and June 1875,
they shipped military freight in
413 wagons from WestLas Animas
to New Mexico.
It would have been unusual if
this was the only firm forwarding
supplies for military contractors.
By 1874-1875. civilian freight
undoubtedly generated more volume than military freight and
required even more wagons to carry commodities from the railheads
to New Mexico. Most commodities
to stock the post trader's store
at each of the military posts were
also freighted over the Trail.
While Gregg estimated the value
of all commodities taken over the
Trail in 1843 at $450,000. the total value of all freight in 18741875 was counted in millions of
dollars.
In addition. just as mercantile
headquarters were moved. the
eastern termini of mail and
stagecoach lines on the Trail also
moved from railhead to railhead
and continued to operate along
the Mountain Branch. Also. military officers and troops continued
to travel along the various
branches of the Trail between
railheads and duty stations. All
this activity would hardly qualify
the Santa Fe Trail for a death
warrant.
In its day the Fort UnionGranada Road was the major route
of the Santa Fe Trail. and freighting was still big business. With
that. it should be recognized that
the Santa Fe Trail. though becoming ever shorter after the Civil
War. lived a healthy life uptothe
very end, still accomplishingthe
purpose
that
had given it
birth-the link between the Ea st
and the Southwest.

[T.]. Sperry is ranger/historian
at Fort Union National
Monument.]
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CONVERSE OF THE
PRAIRIES
-BOOK NOTICESBarton H. Barbour. ed .• Reluctant
Frontiersman: ] ames Ross Larkin on tbe Santa Fe Trail, 18561857. Pp. xvi + 202. Albuquerque:
University of New Mexico Press.
1990. Illus., map. appen .• bibliog .• index. Foreword by Marc
Simmons. Cloth. $24.95; paper,
$14.95. plus $1.50 shipping for
first copy and $.75 for each additional copy. Order from University
of New Mexico Press. Albuquerque, NM 87131.
J ames Ross Larkin accompanied
William Bent's caravan west in
the fall of 1856. Son of a wealthy
St. Louis mercantile family. Larkin was a sickly young man who
hoped the Trail would produce a
"prairie cure." His health did not
improve. but he kept an invaluable diary.
Part One of this book comprises
a five-chapter introduction that
gives Larkin's personal background, describes merchandising
in St. Louis and Santa Fe. and
tells something of the aims of
health-seekers in the Southwest.
Barbour has delved deeply into
primary sources and here presents much new information on
the Trail in the 1850s, a decade
often neglected.
Part Two presents the annotated
diary of Larkin. the original of
which is on file at Bent's Old Fort
National Historic Site. Larkin furnishes some keen observations
on overland travel andmajortrail
personages. particularly William
Bent. Larkin sheds some light on
the Indian troubles at Bent's New
Fort in 1856. He met Kit Carson
and Ceran St. Vrain but said little
about either. In Santa Fe. Larkin
was employed as clerk for Major
Albert J. Smith. army paymaster,
and accompanied Smith to Fort
Union to pay the troops. The diary
abruptly ends in New Mexico at
the end of January 1857.
Barbour's annotations provide
necessary details to items mentioned by Larkin. but two minor
errors should be noted. What
should be the Middle Crossing of
the Arkansas in southwest Kansas
is given as the Upper Crossing.
p. 164, n. 46. The Tecolote mercantile firm of Moore and Rees is
noted with the observation that
-17-

"No additional information on
these men is extant." p. 172. n.
87.
Both William H. Moore and Burton F. Rees were military contractors as well as merchants. Moore.
also post sutler at Fort Union (one
volume
of his sutler store
accounts is held by the History
Library. Palace of the Governors.
Santa Fe). was an important
source of funds for the Union army
in New Mexico during the Civil
War. Major J. C. McFerran. quartermaster for the Dept. of New
Mexico. claimed that. without the
funds provided by Moore, the army
would not have been able to meet
the demands on it at the time of
the Confederate invasion.
Three appendices provide a
complete inventory of the items
Larkin took with him on theTrail.
copies of several newspaper articles that shed additional light on
Larkin and his journey. and a letter Larkin wrote in 1866. This
book is a significant contribution
to Trail literature and deserves
the attention of all serious readers and collectors.

• • • • •
Cheryl J. Foote. Women on the
New Mexico Frontier, 18461912. Niwot: University Press of
Colorado. 1990. Pp. xviii + 198.
Illus.. notes. bibliog.. index.
Cloth. $19.95. plus $1.75 shipping for first copy and $.75 for
each additional copy. Order from
University Press of Colorado. P.O.
Box 849. Niwot. CO 80544.
This excellent study of Anglo
pioneer women in New Mexico.
many of whom traveled over the
Santa Fe Trail, is founded largely
on the writings of the subjects.
Foote includes women whose
writings have not been published
or are out of print, rare. and even
obscure. adding new information
about a variety of women and circumstances rather than just summarizing what is readily available to readers.
Several topics and representative individuals are emphasized: wives of Protestant missionaries (Harriett Shaw and Martha
Roberts). wives of pre-Civil War
army officers (Katie Bowen and
Anna Maria Morris, both of whom
spent time at Fort Union on the
Santa Fe TraiO. wife of an enlisted man during the Civil War (Ellen
Williams was wife. mother. laundress. and nurse with Colorado
volunteers in New Mexico and
along the Santa Fe Trail). wives
of post-Civil War army officers
(the bizarre story of Josephine

Clifford alone is reason enough to
buy this book), single missionary
women (Alice Blake), and the first
woman anthropologist in New
Mexico (Matilda Cox Stevenson).
Each woman is unique and fascinating; all are representative of
pioneer women. The material is
fresh and the scholarship and
writing are refreshing. The first
footnote in the book cites Wagon
Tracks, a reference to Marian
Meyer's article on Mary Donoho
(August 1987). In all, this is a
major contribution to women's
history in the Southwest, but it
is more than just good women's
history. It is social history at its
best.

• • • • •
"The Santa Fe Trail," Cobblestone
(May 1990). Pp. 48. I11us., maps.
Paper only, $3.95; orderfromCobblestone Publishing Co., 30 Grove
St., Peterborough, NH 03458.
Cobblestone: The History Magazine for Young People has an

outstanding reputation for its issues devoted to particular topics.
The Santa Fe Trail is the subject
of the May 1990 edition. Everyone
who has children or was a child
will find'this to be an interesting
and informative collection of articles and illustrations. Every effort has been made by the publishers to be accurate and to stimulate young minds.
Included are articles on Zebulon
Pike, William Becknell and the
opening of the Trail, mules and
oxen, Indians along the route, J 0siah Gregg, Bent's Old Fort, Marian Russell, as well as a ''Trail
Atlas" and crossword puzzle. The
showcase item is a modem-day
account of a trip on the historic
Trail, ''The Santa Fe Trail Lives,"
by ll-year-old Andy Swindler.
There are recommended books to
read, including Dave Webb's
excellent Adventures With the
Santa Fe Trail: An Activity Book
for Kids and Teachers, a list of
places to visit along the Trail,
and even a nice notice about the
Santa Fe Trail Association. Ask
your bookstore to stock this, give
copies to your children orgrandchildren, and see that your local
school library subscribes to Cobblestone.

• • • • •
William C. Bullard, Bound For the
Promised Land. Independence:
National Frontier Trails Center,
1990. Pp. 48. I11us., maps, bibliog. Paper only, $7.50; available
only at the Center.
This beautifully designed, well

written, and heavily illustrated
pamphlet, printed on fine paper,
was issued to commemorate the
opening of the National Frontier
Trails Center. It provides a readable survey of the history of the
overland trails.
While main attention is focused
on the Oregon Trail, the Santa Fe
Trail is not overlooked. Of particular interest is a full page image of the celebrated wind wagon,
tried as an experiment on the road
between Westport and Council
Grove. The last chapter serves as
a guide to Independence buildings that date from trail days.
This publication is highly recommended.
-Marc Simmons

• • • • •
Michael Beshoar, AIl About Trinidad and Las Animas County. Colorado, Their History. Industries, Resources. Etc. Reprint,

Trinidad:
Trinidad
Historical
Society, 1990. Pp. 127. Index.
Paper only, $10.00, plus $1.50
shipping. Order from Trinidad Historical Society, P. O. Box 176,
Trinidad, CO 81082.
This publication is a facsimile
reprint of what is today considered the first history of the area,
originally published by its author
in 1882. Beshoar was a physician
who settled in Trinidad in the late
1860s and became one of its most
prominent citizens and businessmen. In addition to practicing
medicine, he was active in local
and state politics and was also
a newspaper man. He founded the
Colorado Chieftain (betterknown
today as the Pueblo Chieftain) in
1868 and the Trinidad Daily
Advertiser in 1883. In 1973 he
was the subject of a popularbiography by his grandson, Barron B.
Beshoar, entitled Hippocrates in
a Red Vest.
While Beshoar devoted a good
portion of All About Trinidad and
Las Animas County to describing
the regions advantages and economic opportunities as he saw
them in 1882, his book also contains important pieces of historical information found nowhere
else. He was a contemporary of
early pioneers and obtained much
of his information firsthand.
Especially valuable to the Colorado historian are Beshoar's brief
descriptions of the principal communities of Las Animas County,
many of which no longer exist,
and his listing of local place
names with histories of their
origins. Included in the last few
pages of the book are several
-18-

Trinidad business advertisements, from the Jewish mercantile establishment of Jaffa Brothers to E. Mercier, a soda water
manufacturer. The reprint is limited to 1,000 numbered copies.
-Mark L. Gardner

• • • • •
Herbert E. Bolton, Coronado:
Knight of Pueblos and Plains. Reprint, Albuquerque: University of
New Mexico Press, 1990. Pp. xxix
+ 491. Maps, notes, appen., bibliog., index. Foreword by JohnL.
Kessell. Paper only, $14.95, plus
$1.50 shipping for first copy and
$.75 for each additional copy.
Order from University of New Mexico Press,
Albuquerque, NM
87131.
This classic study, first published in 1949, is reprinted a s part
of the upcoming observation of
the 450th anniversary of the Coronado expedition and the 500th
anniversary of Spain's discovery
of the New World. Prof. Kessell
provides a new foreword, offering
a brief look at Bolton and his
work.
Although research conducted
since Bolton wrote has provided
additional information and insight into the Coronado venture,
this detailed and well-written
adventure
story remains an
exceptional piece of Spanish Borderlands literature and history.
Like all classics, this book deserves to be read and read again.

HOOF PRINTS
-TRAIL TIDBITSThe DAR Madonna of the Trail
statue in Upland, California. was
damaged in the recent earthquake. Reports are that she will
have to be taken down for repairs.

• • • • •

A footnote to the opening of Na-

tional Frontier Trails Center came
a few days after its successful
conclusion when the voters of Independence turned out to elect
their mayor. To the di smay of
those who support the new Center,
incumbent Barbara Potts, who had
worked diligently for the establishment of the Center and who
took part in nearly every event at
the opening. was defeated.

• • • • •

The Kansas Heritage Center,
Dodge City, reports that Dave
Webb's popular new book, Adven-

tures Witb tbe Santa Fe Trail: An
Activity Book for Kids and Teaebers, is now in its second

printing.

• • • • •

Marian Meyer, Santa Fe, is a busy writer. As noted elsewhere, her
biography of Mary Donoho has
been accepted for publication.
Hedirst book, A Century of Prog-

tion publishes a newsletter, Tbe
Rice-Tremonti Frontier Gazette.
A recent issue includes an article
by new SFTA member Michael
Tatham. For more information or
to contribute, write to Sylvia
Mooney, 7120 Harecliff Dr., Kansas City, MO 64133.

• • • • •

out. It may be obtained ($21.95,
including postage) from New Mexico School for the Deaf, 1060 Cerrillos Road, Santa Fe, NM 87503.
Double congratulations to MarianI

The Boggsville Revitalization
Committee, Las Animas, CO, has
started a newsletter, the Boggsvil1e Times. The first issue, April
1990, provides reports on the status of the restoration project. The
address is Box 68, Las Animas,
CO 81054-0068.

The State of Oregon is planning
a major celebration in 1993 to
commemorate the 150th anniversary of the Great Migration on the
Oregon Trail. The legislature appropriated $225,000 and assigned
responsibility to the Oregon Historical Society. An Oregon Trail
Interpretive Center is also underway at Baker City, Oregon,
sponsored by the Oregon Trail Preservation Trust.

The Boggsville Revitalization
Committee sponsored the first annual "Back to Boggsville Days" on
April 28,1990. The day before this
event, SFTA Ambassador Paul Bentrup was on KANZ-FM public radio
promoting the celebration and the
restoration of Boggsville. It is
doubtful that anyone besides Bentrup has done as much for the Santa Fe Trail since William Becknell
made his famous journey in 1821.

ress: History oftbeNewMexico
Scbool for tbe Deafhas just come

• • • • •

• • • • •

The Nebraska Historical Society
has announced plans for a fund
drive to build a visitor center at
Chimney Rock on the OregonCalifornia Trail near Bayard, Nebraska. Anyone wishing to contribute may send donations to Nebraska Historical Society Foundation, 100 N. 56th St., Suite 21,
Lincoln, NE 68504.

• • • • •

Ruth Anderson, historian of the
Oregon-California Trails Association (OCTA) , has written a book
telling the story of the founding
and growth of the organization:
Preserving Our Historic Overland Trails: Tbe Story of OCTA.

It may be purchased ($5.00, plus
$1.50 shipping) from OCTA Headquarters, P. O. Box 1019, Independence, MO 64051-0519.

• • • • •

SFTA member Susan Badger
Doyle, Albuquerque, who also
serves as secretary of OCTA, was
recently presented an award for
the best article in Montana, The
Magazine of Western History in
1989. Her article, ''The Bozeman
Trail, 1864-1868: Tribal Perspectives," is in the Winter 1990 issue. Congratulations Susanl

• • • • •

The Friends of the RiceTremonti
Home
Association
recently launched a major fund
drive to save the Rice house
located on the Santa Fe Trail in
Raytown, Missouri. The organiza-

• • • • •

• • • • •

Colorado Congressman Hank
Brown was recently honored by
the Otero County Republican Women for his role in the legislation
creating the Santa Fe National
Historic Trail. He was presented
two books, William E. Brown's
Santa Fe Trail and Gregory Franzwa's Maps of tbe Santa Fe Trail.

• • • • •

Bruce and Ruth Palmer, Inman,
Kansas, new members of SFTA,
own the Stone Corral School in
Rice County, Kansas.

• • • • •

Articles about the Santa Fe Trail
show up in unusual places. In a
recent column on quilts in the
Baldwin (KS) Ledger, Helen Ericson wrote about traveling the
Trail across a portion of Kansas,
using guidebooks by Marc Simmons and Gregory Franzwa. She
tells much about the Trail and
mentions some of the quilts seen
at museums along the route. Two
of the quilt patterns mentioned
were "Santa Fe Block" and "Rocky
Road to Kansas."

• • • • •

Greer Garson's Forked Lightning
Ranch at Pecos, NM. will become
a national park if legislation introduced by Sens. Jeff Bingaman
and Pete Domenici and Congo Bill
Richardson becomes law. The bill
would authorize the National Park
Service to preserve and interpret
the history of the entire Pecos
area, including Pecos National
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Monument. Headquarters of the
ranch are on site of the famous
Kozlowski Ranch on the Santa Fe
Trail.

• • • • •

According to National Park Service figures, the number of visitors
at Fort Union National Monument
in 1989 was over 20.000, an increase of 10" over the previous
year. Visitation figures at Fort
Larned National Historic Site
were nearly 43,000, with visitors
from all 50 states and 28 foreign
countries. Both sites are closely
tied to the Santa Fe Trail and have
ruts for visitors to see.

• • • • •
Dr. Peter D. Olch, Kensington,
Maryland. best known to SFTA
members for his presentations on
medical care on western trails.
has launched a mail-order rare
book business. specializing in
the American West and medical
history. Operating under the name
of The Owl and the Buffalo, his
first catalog will be available
soon.

• • • • •

The May 1990 issue of True
West magazine carried two articles related to the Santa Fe Trail:
"Saga of Old Fort Nichols, KitCarson's Fort on the Santa FeTrail,"
and ''The Great Wind Wagon Folly," about the 1853 experiment at
Westport, MO, to launch on the
Trail a wagon powered by sails.
The same issue carried a lengthy
and highly favorable review of
Greg Franzwa's two latest Trail
books.

• • • • •

SFTA member David Clapsaddle,
Larned. Kansas, who oversaw the
recent marking of the Fort HaysFort Dodge Trail, has initiated an
effort to mark the Dry Route of the
Santa Fe Trail between Forts Larned and Dodge. The Lewis, Kansas, Lions Club is sponsoring this
project.

• • • • •

Over 30 representatives from
Missouri Trail counties met at the
Old Tavern in Arrow Rock on April
18 to discuss plans for the Sept.
26-30, 1991. Symposium. Program
Coordinator Richard Forry proposed visits to Independence, Lexington, Arrow Rock, Boonv.ille,
and the Franklin-Boonslick area.
Community representatives will
designate members for committees on budget, program, and
lodging. which will meet this
summer. Construction of the Arrow
Rock Visitor Center will begin in
May with completion expected by
May 1991.
<3

COUNCIL TROVE
-DOCUMENTSWILLfAM BENT LETTER, 1856

William Bent had troubles with
a band of Kiowas in 1856, and soldiers were sent from Fort Union
to help protect Bent's New Fort.
James Ross Larkin provided some
infonnation about the problems
(see review of Reluctant Frontiersmen in this issue). AccordinR to Larkin, trouble began when
Bent returned from a trip to Missouri and discharged an employee, "a Frenchman," he had left in
charge of his trading post while
gone. The employee was fired on
October 14, 1856, wrote Larkin,
"for giving the Indians Whiskey,
thereby running Mr B. in danger
of losing his license that being
strictly forbidden by U.S. laws."
Some Kiowas, who had received
whiskey and were friends of the
discharged man, protested to Bent
and made trouble. The situation
deteriorated while Larkin was
there; see Barton H. Barbour, ed.,
Reluctant Frontiersman: James
Ross Larkin on the Santa Fe Trail,
1856-57 (Albuquerque: University
of New Mexico Press, 1990), pp.
83-89. It apparently became
worse a.fter Larkin left on October
26.
The following letter, written by
William Bent at Bent's New Fort,
November 1, 1856, to Col. Ceran
St. Vrain at Fort Union (according
to Larkin's diary, ibid .. p. 98, St.
Vrain left Mora to go to Fort Union
on November 8; St. Vrain had been
a colonel of New Mexican volunteers since the previous year),
was recently found by Leo E. Oliva
at the National Archives with
some letters received at Fort
Union in 1862 (Record Group 393,
Part V, Entry 9, Fort Union Letters
Received). Perhaps this misfiled
letter has not been published until now.
Dear Sir,
This evening I take my seat to
inform you and the U.S. Troops that
the Tug of war is now at hand, this
evening we was attacted by the
Kiowa Indians, the Cheyennes and
them had a considerable fight, and
Killed one of the Kiowas and Taking
several horses from them, the
Cheyennes are doing all they can
to protect the whites and the Fort.
And I feel it my duty to notify you
and the U.S. Troops of what is going on, as U.S. have a great many
stores in my warehouse and no one
here to protect them, but myself,
a few men, and the Cheyennes. I
expect that I shall have an awful
time here this winter, with the
Kiowas, the Cheyennes say that

the Kiowas have raised a great deal
of trouble in this Country with the
Whites and are trying to get them
in the scrap, but they do not want
anything to do with them in the
least, they also say that they are
going to fight them and make them
love the Whites, and I believe that
they mean what they say
I would like to have some of the
Troops come over and see what
is going on, as waris going to rage
in this part of the Country to some
extent. I cannot say anything good
for the Kiowas, but the Cheyennes
have acted as men, and still a doing
so. they kept the Kiowas from
wipeing out and robbing the fort of
every thing in my absence to the
states, and now they are and have
been protecting the Whites and the
U.S. stores in my fort for some
time.
And should not the Troops attend
to this amediately it will be very trouble some traveling across the
plains next season, and should you
go to the states in the spring, I
would advise you to come this way.
A few days since I took a shot
at an old Kiowa, Eagle Tail but did
not kill him I cannot set:! how I missed him, but I think that they will
have to suffer this coming winter.
I have nothing more to say but
I remain
Very Respectfully
Your friend
Wm W Bent

• • • • •

END TO A PLAINSMAN
DAVID C. SLUSHER SERVED
AS DRIVER ON WAGON TRAILS

Virginia Lee (Slusher) Fisher,
Arrow Rock, Missouri, senta copy
of the following obituary (with the
above heading) from a newspaper
(perhaps the Kansas City Star),
July 13, 1933, with the remark,
"you never know what might turn
up in grandmother's scrapbook."
David Christopher Slusher, 96year-Old plainsman and retired farmer, died today at the home of a
daughter, Mrs. H. Stone Gossett,
420 North Spring street, Independence. Up to the time of his death
his vivid memory was as remarkable as his long life.
Mr. Slusher, who was born twelve
miles southwest of Lexington, Mo.,
and moved to Jackson County
twenty-five years ago, lived most
of his life with one leg shorter than
the other, the result of an accident
while coming back from Ft. Union
after delivering supplies to soldiers
there with wagon train in 1854.
Then a 17-year-old boy, he determined to make the trip by covered
wagon into the West in search of
adventure. He went to Leavenworth, where a train of twentyeight wagons was being outfitted,
and won a place when four men
did not show up when the train was
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ready to leave. He and three companions became wagon drivers for
Russell, Majors & Waddell, an outfitting company.
NEAR TO MASSACRE.
"We missed being raided by
Indians who mistook a train behind
us for ours," Mr. Slusher told an
interviewer on his ninety-fifth
birthday. "Three Indians met our
train and a member of the party
who could speak their language
learned they wanted our supplies.
When told they couldn't have them
they promised to return with 500
Indians and raid us. They did return, but in the meantime we had
passed another train headed by a
man named Lee, and he got the
full brunt of the attaCk, losing
everything.
"We met several trains of mule
teams on our way out," Mr. Slusher
recalled. "They were coming into
the States apparently for supplies.
The wagon bosses did a peculiar
thing. Every so often they would
stop and bury corn, which they
would pick up on the way back for
their mules. In our case, however,
we depended on the buffalo grass
for our 400 head of cattle.
"After delivering the supplies at
the fort we had come back toward
home about 125 miles when I got
off my wagon and was walking and
driving the six yoke of oxen fast
enough to catch up with the rest
of the train. Then I decided to hop
on the wagon. Reaching up as I
usually did to grab a rod near the
top to pull myself up and jumping
on the tongue at the same time,
I discovered there was no rod
there, for I had traded wagons at
Ft. Union. I fell backwards and
under the wagon, one of the heavy
wheels rolled over my right hip and
back. The leg was broken near the
joint and I was taken into Council
Grove, where the train left me to
recuperate. I had no medicine nor
a doctor to set the leg. I just had
to wait for it to knit. Six weeks later
a wagon came for me and brought
me to Lexington."
THE BATTLE OF LEXINGTON
Because of the resulting lameness, Mr. Slusher did not see service in the Civil War, but he was an
eyewitness to the battle of Lexington. Escaping bullets by hiding
behind trees, he watched the combat near old Wentworth academy.
After the surrender, Mr. Slusher
was taken prisoner. He was kept
first in an old woman's college,
then taken to the Wentworth
school, both of which were being
used as prisons.
David Jennings, grandfather of
Mr. Slusher, helped layout the
town of Lexington. In 1861 Mr. Slusher married. His wife, Miss Rachel
McCormack, had come from Covington, Ky., by steamboat to live
with relatives in Lexington. Mrs.
Slusher died nineteen years ago.

Mr. Slusher leaves two other
daughters, Mrs. Roger S. Todd, 19
East Dartmouth road, and Mrs.
Pearl O'Rear, Dallas, Tex., and a
son, R. F. Slusher, Odessa, Mo.

• • • • •

PITTSBURGH WAGONS ON

THE SANTA FE TRAIL
Mark L. Gardner recently came
across the following newspaper
articles while conducting research at the Denver Public Library and Bent's Old Fort National
Historic Site. They provide information about Pittsburgh-manufactured freight wagons which,
according to Josiah Gregg and
others, were popular wi th Santa
Fe traders in the 1840s.
From Niles' National Register, 10
July 1846:
PITTSBURGH TRADE WITH MEXICO.
The Pittsburgh Intelligencer says,
the trade and commerce of that city with Santa Fe, Chichuahue, and
the leading towns of Mexico, are
gradually increasing. Six horse wagons are constructed in Pittsburgh, loaded with assorted goods
from New York and Philadelphia,
transported to Independence in
Missouri, and there driven across
the country to Mexico, where they
were sold and paid for in specie
or the best funds.
from The St. Louis Missouri
Republican, 9 Sept. 1846:
Pittsburgh Wagons. -A letter from
Fort Bent speaks in disparaging
terms of the wagons purchased by
the traders at Pittsburgh. A great
portion of the time was occupied
in repairing them, and on their arrival at the Fort much the largest
portion of the timber in them was
not that with which they started.
The matter is noticed now to induce
purchases at home, where they
can be examined, and such encouragement given to our mechanics as will authorize them to turn
their attention to this business.
From The St. Louis Missouri
Republican, 30 Sept. 1846:
Wagons. -The Pittsburgh and
Wheeling papers have got into a
controversy about the manufacture of wagons, in which we have
a right to meddle, so far as to make
explanations. Some time ago, we
published a paragraph, in which we
said that a letter from Fort Bent
spoke in disparaging terms of the
wagons
purchased
"by
the
traders" at Pittsburgh, and stated
the grounds of the grievance.
Thereupon, the Wheeling Times,
always ready for a fling at the sister city. said: "Wheeling furnishes
the right kind of wagons." The
Pittsburghers got their dander up
at this insinuation, and the Chronicle - a paper which we do not
receive - is represented as saying:

"The wagons, of which the complaints were made, were not Pittsburgh wagons. They were manufactured elsewhere. The statement made in St. Louis papers was
most emphatically denied by Mr.
Townsend, the principal carriage
maker in our City. Mr. Townsend
showed that no wagons from this
city had reached St. Louis at the
time when the complaints were
made, and consequently, there
could have been no truth to the
statement. "
Now we say, that the wagons of
which the complaints were made,
were Pittsburgh wagons or
furnished there; that the wagons
not only reached St. Louis, but
had, as stated, made the trip to
Fort Bent, so much, at least, as
was left of them - and that our
statement was founded on a letter
from a trader at that post. The wagons, it may be observed, were
those purchased by traders-and
not those made for the use of the
United States, and to which, probably, Mr. Townsend had reference.
We must insist upon the correctness of the original statement.
Note: The Republican was indeed
correct. On page 36 of the invoice
book of Santa Fe traders Owens
& Aull (Invoice Book, 1846-47, in
James Aull Business Records,
1825-1851, ColI. #3001, Western
Historical Manuscript Collection,
Columbia, Missouri) can be found
an entry for Cyrus Townsend of
Pittsburgh dated April 1846. This
entry lists the purchase of 15 wagons and 5 "Sleeping Wagons" at
a cost of $149.00 and $120.00
each,
respectively.
Samuel
Owens and James Aull wentdown
the Trail that year, by way of
Bent's Old Fort, behind Stephen
Watts Kearny's Army of the West.
Owens was later killed at the Battle of Sacramento, and Aull was
murdered one evening in his
storeroom in Chihuahua.

• • • • •

TRAIL LIVES ON
Mel and Mary Cottom found the
following in The Annals of Kansas, April 22, 1910, Vol. t, p. 515:
Six automobiles made a 24-hour
run from Hutchinson to Pueblo,
Colo., over the new Santa Fe Trail.
Passengers were officers of the
Santa Fe Trail Assn. and newspapermen. Cars which made the trip
were a Chalmers-Detroit, Sellers
roadster,
Kissel Kar, Packard,
Auburn and Franklin. The trip was
made to advertise the Arkansas
valley and to promote good roads.
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CAMP TALES
-CHAPTER REPORTSCimarron Cutoff
Mark L. Gardner of Trinidad was
guest speaker at the April 30,
1990, meeting at Springfield, CO.
A dinner preceded the program at
the Chuck Wagon Cafe. President
David Hutchison presided.
Gardner had recently completed
a week of research in the archives
of Harvard University on the credit reports of R. G. Dun & Co.
(predecessors of Dun & Bradstreet) on Colorado merchants on
the Trail in the 1870s. Miguel
Otero, of Otero, Sellar & Co.,
moved his mercantile business to
Kit Carson, CO, when that site was
the railhead of the Kansas Pacific
Railroad. When the Atchison,
Topeka & Santa Fe built west to
Granada, CO, Otero's company
moved there, then to West Las
Animas, and on to Trinidad as
rails built southwest. Prowers
and Hough was another company
located at West Las Animas and
later established the Bent County
Bank there. These merchants
bought trade goods in New York
and Philadelphia, shipped them
by rail to western points, and then
by wagon to Santa Fe during the
last years of Trail travel. Following his talk Gardner entertained
with a musical program, accompanying his singing with his
banjo.
At the business meeting, D. Ray
Blakeley, Clayton, NM, told of
Union County activities and a
projected brochure for the four
counties of the chapter. Roger
Jones, Johnson, member of the
Wagonbed Spring Chapter, reported on some National Park Service
interference with SFTA activities.
Paul Bentrup, Deerfield, KS, also
commented on the Wagonbed
Spring problem with NPS. Leo Gamble, Springfield, exhibited some
redwood signs he has made to
mark Trail sites in Baca County,
CO, and Cimarron County, OK.
Ed White, Elkhart, KS, reported
that recent legislation authorized
the Kansas dept. of transportation
to erect Trail markers along
highways 56 and 50. Cimarron
County reports were given by Willa Mae Sanders, on plans for
acquiring ground adjacentto a future museum, and Odalee Bohn
told of a tour for school children
to Trail sites in the Panhandle.
Hutchison said he had received
a request from the Texa s Panhandle Chapter for a joint meeting
with the Cimarron Cutoff Chapter.

He announced that Clayton is the
site of the chapter meeting on J uly 30, with Blakeley in charge of
the event.

Texas Panhandle
Members of the Texas Panhandle
Chapter have been working hard
to commemorate the sesquicentennial of Josiah Gregg's pioneering effort on the Fort Smith Branch
of the Santa Fe Trail. It was on
March 14,1840, that Gregg passed
through the future site of Amarillo. Texas. onhis return trip to Fort
Smith from Santa Fe. To recognize
the accomplishments of this early
trader and pathfinder, chapter
members persuaded the city commission of Amarillo to issue a formal proclamation for this great
event. proclaiming the week of
March 11-17. 1990. as josiah
Gregg Week.
On March 11 chapter members
filled two display cases at the
central Amarillo Library with
books, maps, photos, and documents depicting this event and
the Santa Fe Trail in general.
Chapter members are pursuing the
possibility of erecting a state
historical marker near the Amarillo campsite of Gregg's wagon
train, where he stopped for the
night of March 14, 1840. Chapter
President Charles Pitts spoke to
the Independent Scholars Society
and Catholic Historical Society
on April 1, documenting Gregg's
crossing of the Texas Panhandle.

Wagonbed Spring
Edward Dowell, Ulysses treasure hunter/historian, presented
the program at the quarterly meeting in Ulysses April 12, with 46
people present. He displayed artifacts found in the Wagonbed
Spring area and told of his research concerning them. Most of
his collection has been donated
to the Grant and Stevens county
museums, where it is accessible
to all. The restoration of the
Spring is due in part to his exploration and study of the site.
It was announced that John Conoboy of Santa Fe, representing the
National Park Service, and Ramon
Powers of Topeka. representing
the Kansas
State Historical
Society, will visit the Spring on
May 4 and make recommendations
for further restoration. The pumping installation will be delayed
until after their visit.
Representative Eugene Shore
announced that HB 2901, which he
sponsored. passed by the state
legislature to mark US Highway 56
across Kansas and US Highway 50

from Dodge City to the Colorado
line as "Santa Fe Memorial
Highway." Members expressed
appreciation for his interest and
effort.
Grant county commissioner and
chapter member Ethel Evans told
the group that in the recentnaming and numbering of county
roads, the angle road past the
Spring entrance has been named
Wagonbed Spring Road by the
commission. She also displayed
one of the 4" x 4" posts with "Santa
Fe Trail" incised on two sides
which were finished by chapter
member Don Knott of Manter before
his untimely death in February.
Evans and Sy Hilman will set the
posts at points where county
roads intersect the old Trail ruts.
Membership chainnen appointed
were Lois Hileman, GrantCounty;
Sherry Goering, Stevens County;
Roger Jones, Stanton County; who
join Gladys Ellis, Morton County,
and Paul Bentrup, Kearny County,
in those positions.
The Grant County Chamber of
Commerce has named Ed Lewis to
its tourism committee, and support is being solicited from that
organization.
Maryruth Greenwood, Hugoton,
has been guest speaker at some
local service club meetings, and
Fern Bessire, Ulysses. has spoken to some school groups on the
subject of the Trail and the
Spring.
A work day at the Spring was set
for April 28. The next regular
meeting of the chapter will be in
Hugoton on july 12.

Heart of the Flint Hills
The chapter directors met April
10 at the Hays House in Council
Grove with five members present.
They voted to add Wabaunsee
County as the fifth county in the
chapter because the Trail town of
Wilmington was in that county.
They changed the date of the annual meeting from July to October
each year. They accepted the
$2,500 matching grant from the
National Trust for Historic Preservation to help with a feasibility study for restoring the 120year-old bam located on the Trail
one mile east of Council Grove.
If a favorable feasibility study is
received, the large task of raising
money for the restoration will
follow.
The Santa Fe Trail Ride 1990 will
begin june 2 at 10:00 a.m. atthe
Little Arkansas River crossing,
south of Windom, Kansas. It will
travel east, and June 4 will be
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spent touring Twin Mounds. Ed
Miller's grave, and the Maxwell
Game Reserve. After traveling 90
miles the riders will arrive in
Council Grove the evening of June
8. They will participate in the
Wah-Shun-Gah Days parade and
festival on June 9.
The trail ride committee has arranged for good campsites, evening
entertainment,
and
a
chuckwagon. The chuckwagon
will move ahead each day to the
next campsite, set up camp
(which includes a portable johnnie), prepare the evening meal,
breakfast, and a brown-bag lunch
for on the trail the next day.
Registrations to participate on
the ride must be received by May
13 at 130 West Main, Council
Grove, KS 66846 (316) 767-5826
or 5823.

End of the Trail
At the March 18 meeting, janet
LeCompte, noted author and authority on the mountain men of the
West, spoke about Raton Pass to
the 25 members present. She raised the question as to whether
this pass was the only one used
by Trail travelers since there
were four others available over
the Raton Mountains that were in
use at' the time. She gave
evidence that perhaps itwasnot.
She a I so brought up the point that
the earliest reference referring to
the Trail as the "Santa Fe Trail"
was in 1851, and inquired ifmembers knew of any earl ier documentation. Hertalk was both infonnative and challenging.
Alcalde Segundo Mike McDonald
brought three volumes of photographs taken along the Trail over
a three-year period that featured
many sites with special emphasis
on DAR markers. Mary Moorehead
brought a small album of photos
taken during an automobile trip in
1916 by members of her family.
It has some historically interesting views of Raton Pass at that
time.
Alcalde jon Hunner brought up
several items of business, including sending a local delegation to the May 31 meeting in Larned, providing educational material about the Trail to local high
schools, and possibly working
with the Corazon de los Caminos
chapter to help with site improvement at San Miguel.
The chapter meetings during the
summer will be field trips. In May
members will explore the Camino
Real at La Bajada, an escarpment
and major geographical barrier

along that ancient road just south
of Santa Fe. In July they plan to
observe Trail ruts that are still
visible within the city limits of
Santa Fe. Other options for trips
are the Glorieta battlefield site
and some impressive ruts on
Apache Ridge above Cailoncito.
Members are enthusiastic about
the chapter and invite everyone
in the area to join. Write or call
Mike McDonald. End of the Trail
Chapter. 705 Paseo de Peralta.
Santa Fe. NM 87501 (505) 9820827. and we will put you on our
phone tree to be contacted about
future events.

Corazon de los Caminos
This new chapter. Heart of the
Trails in English. was organized
with representatives from seven
northeastern New Mexico communities: San Miguel. Las Vegas.
Watrous. Mora. Wagon Mound.
Springer.
and Cimarron. The
officers are President Francisco
Apodaca of San Miguel. VicePresident Mike Montoya of Mora.
and Secretary-Treasurer Anita
Wiggins of Wagon Mound. The
board of directors will be comprised of one member from each community. Those chosen so far include Rusty Arnold of Wagon
Mound. Jac Cote of Las Vegas.
Mike Duran of Watrous. Richard
Williams of Springer. and Apodaca and Montoya.
On April 22 ten members gathered at the Las Vegas Plaza and visited Trail sites from there to San
Miguel. Meetings will rotate
among the several communities.
Everyone in the vicinity is invited
to join this regional chapter and
help preserve. protect.
and
promote the Trail and all its
branches in the area.

Mountain Branch Association
An organizational meeting of the
Mountain Branch Association was
held at the Philmont Scout Ranch
near Cimarron. NM. on April 4. with
lunch at the St. J ames Hotel in
Cimarron and an afternoon tour of
the Aztec Mill in Cimarron and of
the historic community of Rayado.
The results of the meeting have
not been received. but SFTA President Joe Snell has received a
request for approval of the chapter which plans to include communities in Colorado. Kansas. and
New Mexico.

HELP WANTW
I am editing for publication the
journal of William Fairholme. a
young British anny lieutenant who
traveled along the Trail as far as
present Larned. KS. as part of a
group of British officers on a buffalo hunting expedition in 1840.
He gave the name of most sites.
and in editing the journal I would
like to identify the nearest
present-day town. That. however.
is turning out to be somewhat
problematical.
My greatest problem lies in the
early camps. The first camp was
Round Grove. the next was Elm
Grove. followed by Black Jack
Grove. Little Neosho Creek. and
main branch of the Neosho. The
Neosho runs through Council
Grove. many miles to the west.
Then after six camps in roughly
seventy miles. all of a sudden the
party travels forty miles in one
day (110 Mile Creek to Council
Grove). After Council Grove. Fairholme named one site, "Silver
Spring." and the nearest I can
come to placing that by using his
mileage figures (30 miles) is Lost
Spring.
Can someone identify these by
another name or establish locations on a present-day map? I
would appreciate any help.
Jack Tykal
2627 Stanford Lane
Salt Lake City. Utah 84117

• • • • •

I am researching the story of the
placement of the DAR markers
along the Trail between 1906 and
1912. If anyone has infonnation
or can direct me to people ormaterial. please let me know. I am
trying to photograph all of the
markers. I have photographed
those mentioned in Marc Simmons
book and am well on my way to
duplicating the fine work done by
the Gambles in Colorado. If
anyone knows of markers not mentioned in either of these publications. please contact me.
Michael McDonald
705 Paseo de Peralta
Santa Fe. NM 87501

• • • • •

I am examining the events surrounding the murder of Francis
Booth at Walnut Creek crossing.
September 9. 1857. allegedly
committed bySuiloSisneros. Sisneros was arrested the latter part
of October 1857 in San Miguel
County. New Mexico. I have
always been under the belief that
Sisneros was hanged in New Mexico before he could be extradited
-23-

by Territorial Governor Walker of
Kansas. but search as I might I
cannot
document
Sisneros's
death. Can anyone help me on
this? Thanks.
Ray S. Schulz
Box 2026
Great Bend. KS 67530

• • • • •

I am seeking historical facts
and old stories about Wagon
Mound, New Mexico. Please send
any infonnation you have. family
history, remembrances of school,
friends. social and civic events.
celebrations. village life, merchants. war. veterans. careers.
etc. I plan to publish a booklet
on Wagon Mound. It will be a nonprofit venture and a limited edition. I need material by July 1.
1990.
Ana Sazi
Box 9115
La Jolla. CA 92038

I NEW SFTA MEMBERS I
This list includes new memberships received since the last issue up to May 5. Those received
after this printing will appear in
the next issue. If there is an error
in this infonnation. please send
corrections to the editor. We
thank you for your support.
INSTITUTIONAL MEMBERSHIPS
Circle K Corp., Tyrone Elias, P. O.
Box 700750. Tulsa, OK 74170
Colorado Office of Rural Development. Stephanie B. Two Eagles,
1313 Sherman St. #518. Denver,
CO 80203
Menaul Historical Library of the
Southwest, 301 Menaul Blvd. NE,
Albuquerque, NM 87107
Southeast
Colorado
Enterprise
Development Inc., 2401 S. Main,
Lamar. CO 81052
The Territorial Magazine, P. O. Box
1379, Garden City, KS 67846

FAMILY MEMBERSHIPS
Kenneth Anglemire, 221 Spruce Dr.,
Santa Fe, NM 87501
John & Maralyn Barton, 3745 E.
Easter Circle. S., Littleton, CO
80122
Wayland & Marsha Britt, 10865 E.
Parker Rd., Parker, CO 80134
Jere & Ruth Chandler, 3803 Danbury Dr., Arlington, TX 76016
Richard & Mary Beth Coover, 4 Kreg
Lane, Manitou Springs, CO 80829
Jean & Doc Corley, P. O. Box 875,
Trinidad, CO 81082
Reg & Dorothy Duffin, 822 Beach
Ave., La Grange Park, IL 60525
Dr. & Mrs. D. J. Fahnestock, 269
S.
Jefferson, Marshall, MO
65340
John R. & Erlene Fogleman, RR 2.
Box 41AA, Ulysses, KS 67880

M/M George L. Frisbie, 7793 E. K-4
Hwy, Gypsum, KS 67448
Ted & Leone Hamilton, P. O. Box
122, Miami, MO 65344
Dr. & Mrs. Bob Hilley, 113CalleEnlace, Santa Fe, NM 87505
Jim & Lorraine Humiston, P. O. Box
153, Shoshone, CA 92384
Johnny & Jane Johnson, Rt. 5, Box
333, Eastman, GA 31023
Bill & Yvonne Lewis, P. O. Box 828,
Syracuse, KS 67878
M/M James E. Light, Box 146, Rolla, KS 67954
M/M Gene Lindley, 6820 Woodcreek Place, Colorado Springs,
CO 80918
Elizabeth & Robert McCartney, 491
So. Marshall, Lakewood, CO
80226
M/M S. Donald Miner, 7432 Rockwood Rd., Wichita, KS 67206
M/M Vernon Newell, RR 4, Box 65,
Ottawa, KS 66067
Jean Norris, Box 267, Jackson, NH
03846
John &Ginger Novak, 13634 Hascall
St., Omaha, NE 68144
Bruce & Ruth Palmer, RR 2, Box 50,
Inman, KS 67546
Nancy & Dave Schoonmaker, 55
Ledbetter Rd., Arden, NC 28704
Arthur T. Seybert, Box 31094,
Chicago, IL 60631
Michael L. Tatham, 11320 E. 59th
St., Raytown, MO 64133
.
Clyde & Shirley Welsh, 706 Novarese St., Memphis, TN 38122
Steve & Pam Wetzel, RR 1, Box 21,
Offerle, KS 67563-9709
Brent & Tanya Williamson, Rt. 1,
Box 34, BUrlingame, KS 66413

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIPS
Doris Z. Andrews, 9190ldSantaFe
Trail, Santa Fe, NM 87501
Jean H. Bearwald, Box 200F, Montezuma Rt., Las Vegas, NM
87701
Linda Barrow, Radio KLMR, Lamar,
CO 81052
Robert Benson, 8408 W. 90th
Terr., Overland Park, KS 66212
G. Wayne Bills, 1110 E. Wintergreen #725, De Soto, TX 75115
Carrie Blanchard, 6980 E. Girard
Ave., Denver, CO 80224
Henry D. Boppart, 10324 Russell,
Overland Park, KS 66212
Betty Brainerd, 4503 W. 78th Terr.,
Prairie Village, KS 66208
Dr. Kenneth Brooks, 465 St. Michaels Dr. #118, Santa Fe, NM
87501
Randy Brown, 1921 Park Dr., Douglas, WY 82633
William E. Brown, Rt. 14, Box 233,
Santa Fe, NM 87505
Ann Brussow,
1605 Jayhawk,
Abilene, KS 67410
Jerome Ernest Bublitz, 100 Ridge
Crest Rd., Marshall, MO 65340
Ellen Sue Cholewa, 510 Sunset #4,
Santa Fe, NM 87501
Edmund Costello, Box 7, Tampa, KS
67483
Jac A. Cote, P. O. Box 2671, Las
Vegas, NM 87701
R. B. Courts, Jr., 615 Colonial Dr.,
High Point, NC 27262

Michael Steven Duran, Box 93, Watrous, NM 87753
Eric Fowler, 11205 E. 22, Independence, MO 64052
Arthie Gilmore, Rt. 1, Box 247, Big
Cabin, OK 74332
Ruby E. Gum, 2135 Chilean, Casa
Grande, AZ 85222
Helen Hageman, 223 N. Durham,
Ulysses, KS 67880
Eileen J. Hanrahan, 1010 Sundal,
Alamogordo, NM 88310
Ralph Harris, Supt., Capulin Volcano
National Monument, Capulin, NM
88414
Barbara Heltzel, Rt. 2, Box 175 B,
Moundridge, KS 67107
Daryl Hildenbrand, 1219 Indiana
Ave., Pontiac, IL 61764
Deborah Hron, 2807 Homestead,
Ponca City, OK 74604
Earl Hunsicker, 642 Mansfield Dr.,
Fort Collins, CO 80525
Dee Jones, Rt. 1, Box 148, Stanfield, OR 97875
John Karr, 920 Prospect, EI Paso,
TX 79902
Bob Kirby, 1500 West 8th Terr.
B-3, Lawrence, KS 66044
Dr. Joseph L. Kyner, 7233 Eby Apt.
306, Merriam, KS 66204
John Legg, 2332 West McLellan,
Phoenix, AZ 85015
Arthur F. Loux, 5805 West 164th
St., Stilwell, KS 66085
Don Lowman, 1202 Park Ave., La
Junta, CO 81050
Mirza McCullough, Box 584, Arma,
KS 66712
Vernon A. McDannald, 2101 E.
Claire Dr., Phoenix, AZ 85022
Robert R. Meyer, 2128 Mohawk,
Garden City, KS 67846
Art Miley, P. O. Box 2789, La Jolla,
CA 92038
Margaret M. Moga, 545 First Ave.
Apt. 9 V, New York, NY 10016
Paul Nighswonger, Rt. 9, Alva, OK
73717
Dale C. Olsen, P. O. Box 72, Arcadia,
OK 73007
David Perkins, 1275 County Rd 626,
Farisita, CO 81037
John Pritchard, 1331 Prairie Park
Lane, Emporia, KS 66801
Steven J. Roberts, 8566 Lewis Rd.,
Olmsted Falls, Ohio 44138
Terrance R. Rowland, 10440 Sigma
St., EI Paso, TX 79924
Julian J. Schaub, P. O. Box 100,
Guymon, OK 73942-0100
Doris C. Scott, 849 W. Primrose,
Springfield, MO 65807
Darrell Schrag, RR 2, Box 138,
Moundridge, KS 67107
Roger & Sandy Slusher, 1421 South
St .. Lexington, MO 64067
Bonita Smith, P. O. Box 450, Palmer
Lake, CO 80133
Jane R. Spooner, 59918 Cascadel
Lane, North Fork, CA 93643
Shirley A. Stein, 112 N. Wilson,
Ulysses, KS 67880
Todd Street, 9325 W. Maplewood
Ave., Littleton, CO 80123
Dr. Gertrude Van Steyn, 3286 linwood Ave., Santa Rosa, CA
95404
Ernest A. Vass, Jr., 5202 Beautonne Dr., EI Paso, TX 79924
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John E. Vial, P. O. Box 1009, Grand
Marais, MN 55604
Elwood White, 1104 E. Willamette
Ave.,
Colorado Springs, CO
80903
Anita E. Wiggins, Box 212, Wagon
Mound, NM 87752
Alyce E. Williams, 2928 SE 6th,
Topeka, KS 66607
Jeffrey C. Wyant, 1441 Twin Creek
Lane, Lockport, IL 60441

TRAIL MANIA
Harry Myers manufactured this
piece of spurious Trail lore to
honor the ubiquitous SFTAAmbassador Paul Bentrup. It has been
Bentrup's secret desire for some
time to be the "Clown Prince of
the Santa Fe Trail." He has
arrived!

General P. F. (Dirty Shirt) Bentrup led the Rebel offensive into
New Mexico during the Civil War.
After early successes in the campaign, his forces were defeated
at Glorieta in March 1862. Bentrup's absence from the field is
considered a major cause of the
reversal, actual field command
having devolved on lesser and
less talented officers. Bentrup,
having engaged locals in conversation in Santa Fe, was unable to
stop, thereby missing the crucial
fight.

BACK ISSUES AVAILABLE
Back issues of Wagon Tracks are
available for $1.00 each, postpaid. A few issues are in short
supply.
Bookstores and historic sites
interested in stocking issues for
customers will receive a substantial discount on bulk orders often
or more copies. Large quantity
orders are requested before an issue is printed so the additional
copies can be run. Please order
from the editor, RR I, Box 31,
Woodston, KS 67675.
<]

All matters relating to Wagon
Tracks should be addressed
to the editor:
Leo E. Oliva
RR 1, Box 31
Woodston, KS 67675
(913) 994-6253
All inquiries regarding membership should be directed to
the secretary-treasurer:
Ruth Olson
Santa Fe Trail Center
RR 3
Larned, KS 67550
(316) 285-2054

ARROW ROCK, WHERE
WHEELS STARTED WEST
by
Jean Tyree Hamilton
A 60-page booklet with
85 photos and sketches.
$4.00 postpaid
Friends of Arrow Rock
Box 124
Arrow Rock, MO 65320

THE OWL AND THE BUFFALO
Quality Used &: D.P. Books

Western
Americana

T

. .

History of
Medicine

Frontier Medicine a Specialty

P.O. Box 527
Kensington. MD 20895
(301) 949-0469

Catalogs Issued
Peter D. Olch.
Proprietor

$5.00
BEST WESTERN
BENT'S FORT INN
East Highway 50
Las Animas, CO 81054
(719) 456-0011
Quarter up at Bent's
Fort Inn on the SFT
and visit
Bent's Old Fort
Boggsville
Zebulon Pike Sighting
Kit Carson Museum
Kit Carson Chapel
Present this coupon for
$5.00 room discount

TRAIL CALENDAR
Everyone is invited to send notices for this section; provide
location, date(s), time(s) and activity. Remember this is a quarterly. The next issue should appear
in August, so send information for
September and later to arrive by
July 20. Thank you.
May 25-27, 1990: Rails 'n' Trails
Days, Las Vegas, NM. Contact
CofC. P. O. Box 148. Las Vegas,
NM 87701 (505) 425-8631.
May 26. 1990: Tours of First Fort
Union (normally closed to the
public), Fort Union National Monument, Watrous. NM 87753
(505) 425-8025.
May 26-June 2, 1990: Santa Fe
Trail Days. Fort Larned NHS. a
week of special programs. Contact Supt., Fort Larned NHS, RR
3, Larned, KS 67550 (316) 2856911.
May 31, 1990: SFTA board meeting,
1:00 p.m., Santa Fe Trail Center,
Larned, KS, everyone welcome.
May 31-June 2,1990: Biennial Rendezyous, Santa Fe Trail Center,
RR 3, Larned. KS 67550.
June 2-3, 1990: Fur Trade Artists
Rendezvous, Bent's Old Fort
NHS, 35110 Hwy 194 East, La
Junta, CO 81050 (719) 3842596.
June 2-9, 1990: Heart of the Flint
Hills Chapter Santa Fe Trail Ride
1990, contact Don Cress, RR 1,
Box 66, Council Grove, KS 66846
(316) 767-5826.
June 3, 1990: Dedication Day Celebration, free admission, Santa
Fe Trail Center, Larned, KS.
June 8-July 22, 1990: "Voices
Under the Wind." an evening outdoor theater production depicting historical events and daily life
at the fort in the 1840s. presented at 7:00 p.m .• tickets required, Bent's Old Fort NHS, 35110
Hwy 194 East, La Junta, CO
81050 (719) 384-2596.
June 9, 1990: Santa Fe Trail Days.
Baca/Bloom. Trinidad. CO; con-

tact Mark L. Gardner, P. O. Box
472, Trinidad, CO 81082 (719)
846-7217.
June 9-10, 1990: Santa Fe Trail
Festival, Trinidad, CO.
June 16-17, 1990: 11th Annual
River Days celebration, Fort
Osage, MO.
June
23,
1990:
Santa
Fe
Trail-Freighting for Uncle Sam,
Fort Union National Monument,
Watrous, NM 87753 (505) 4258025, includes tour of Trail sites
(reservation required for tour)
and speakers.
July 4, 1990: Old Time Fourth of
July, Bent's Old FortNHS, 35110
Hwy 194 East, La Junta, CO
81050 (719) 384-2596.
July 4, 1990: Independence Day
Celebration, Fort Osage, MO.
July 4, 1990: Independence Day
Celebration, Fort Larned NHS. RR
3, Larned, KS 67550 (316) 2856911.
July 15-Sept. 31,1990: Exhibit, "In
the Footsteps of Bandelier,"
Special Collections Dept., Zimmerman Library, University of
New Mexico, Albuquerque, NM
(505) 277-6451.
July 28-29, 1990: Soldiering on the
Santa Fe Trail, Fort Union National Monument, Watrous, NM
87753 (505) 425-8025, includes
speakers, demonstrations, and
a living-history encampment.
July 30, 1990: Omarron Cutoff
Chapter quarterly meeting, Clayton, NM. 7:00 p.m.
Aug. 2-5, 1990: Santa Fe Trail
Days, Marshall, MO; contact
Jane Bartlett, Missouri Valley
College, Marshall, MO 65340
(816) 886-2950.
Aug. 5, 1990: Ceremonies honoring
Adolph Bandelier and Feast Day
Mass, Pecos National Monument, NM (505) 757-6414.
Aug. 6-7, 1990: Adolph Bandelier
Conference. Maxwell Museum of
Anthropology, Albuquerque, NM;
contact Alan Shalette. 5294 Mesa del Oso NE, Albuquerque, NM
87111 (505) 291-9653.
Aug. 7-12, 1990: Oregon-California
Trails Association annual con-

aLtnturu ODlb aaXWtll ilanb {irant !lapll
(Not Reproductions)
Colfax & Mora Counties, N.E. New Mexico
(See Robertson letter, WT, Nov. '89)
Slight water stain in one corner,
29x39 inches; stone lithographed,
outside map area. Individuals,
handcolored; paper never folded,
$60, includes packing, postage, inwater-marked
'PARSONS
surance. Institutional, $45. Must
PAPER CO, HOLYOKE MASS
include institution check or pur1889'. Shows N.M. S.F. Trails,
chase order.
Mtn. and Plains, many others.
MAKE CHECKS, CASH, MONEY ORDERS TO:
M. Reynolds
304 South Fourth Street
Raton, New Mexico 87740
Questions: Call (505) 445-9456
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vention, Omaha, NE, contact Bob
11505 Pacific St., Omaha,
NE 68154 (402) 333-3522.
Aug. 8, 1990: Special guided tours
of Bandelier National Monument,
NM (505) 672-3861.
Aug. 11. 1990: Kid's Quarters,
Bent's Old Fort NHS, 35110 Hwy
194 East, La Junta, CO 81050
(719) 384-2596.
Aug. 11-12, 1990: Trail conference, "From Zia to Wagonwheel:
New Mexicans and the Santa Fe
Trail,"
hosted by Highlands
University at Las Vegas, NM, and
Fort Union National Monument.
Contact Supt. Harry C. Myers,
Fort Union Nationaf Monument,
Watrous, NM 87753 (505) 4258025.
Aug. 18, 1990: Childrens Day at
Fort Osage, MO.
Aug. 18-19. 1990: "Soldiering on
the Santa Fe Trail," an encampment of soldiers will demonstrate
military life along the Trail, Pecos
National Monument, NM (505)
757-6414.
Aug. 25. 1990: Program on Adolph
Bandelier at Founder's Day Celebration, Bandelier National Monument, NM (505) 672-3861.
Aug. 25, 1990: National Park Service Day, with special programs
and free admission, Fort Larned
NHS, RR 3, Larned, KS 67550
(316) 285-6911.
Aug. 25. 1990: An evening at Fort
Union, a candlelight tour of the
largest military post along the
Santa Fe Trail; reservations
required and accepted after
June 1. (505) 425-8025.
Aug. 31-Sept. 3: Bent's Old Fort
Fur Trade Encampment,Bent's
Old Fort NHS, 35110 Hwy 194
East, La Junta, CO 81050 (719)
384-2596.
Sept. 1. 1990: Dramatic impersonations of Adolph Bandelier's first
archaeological tour of Pecos
Pueblo (pm) and of Susan Shelby
Berr~,

Magoffin's experiences on the
Santa Fe Trail (am), Pecos National
Monument, NM (505)
757-6414.
Sept. 1-3. 1990: Military livinghistory encampment, Fort Larned NHS, RR 3, Larned, KS 67550
(316) 285-6911.
Sept. 15, 1990: Candlelight Tour
(reservations required), Fort
Larned NHS, RR 3, Larned, KS
67550 (316) 285-6911.
Sept. 16, 1990: Diez y Seis de Septiembre, Mexican Independence
Day celebration, Bent's Old Fort
NHS, 35110 Hwy 194 East, La
Junta, CO 81050 (719) 3842596.
Sept. 22-OCt. 12. 1990: Santa Fe
Trail Bicycle Trek, contact Willard Chilcott, 885 Camino Del
Este, Santa Fe, NM 87501 (505)
982-1282.
OCt. 20-21. 1990: Fourth annual
fall militia muster, Fort Osage,
MO; military living-history program includes candlelight tour,
drills, court-martial, and blockhouse defense demonstration,
hosted by Missouri Rangers and
sponsored by Heritage Programs
& Museums; contact Dave Bennett (316) 868-0680.
OCt. 29, 1990: Cimarron Cutoff
Chapter quarterly meeting, Elkhart, KS, 7:00 p.m.
Nov. 3. 1990: The Seneca, a primitive obstacle course and skills
contest, Fort Osage, MO.
"Dec. 1-2, 1990: Frontier Winter
Open House, Fort Osage, MO.
Dec. 8, 1990: Christmas Open
House, Fort Larned NHS, RR 3,
Larned, KS 67550 (316) 2856911.
Dec. 15-16, 1990: An 1846Christmas, Bent's Old Fort NHS, 35110
Hwy 194 East, La Junta, CO
81050 (719) 384-2596.
Sept. 26-30. 1991: Santa Fe Trail
Symposium, Arrow Rock, MO.

Contact Coordinator Richard R.
Forry, 205 S. 6th St., Arrow
Rock, MO 65320.

FROM THE EDITOR
This WT may become known as
the "barn issue" because of two
remarkable structures. We are
presently involved in efforts to
save a historic barn near our
home, which has no Trail connection but was selected by the Kansas State Dept. of Agriculture in
1919 as the No. 1 bam in the state.
Historic barns, as historic trails,
have many stories to tell.
As noted last issue, the Olivas
have been to the National Archives (together we logged over
800 hours of research there). We
thank all the folks at National Archives who helped find and bring
documents to our attention.
Along the way we enjoyed the
hospitality of special SFTA
friends: Gregory Franzwa in St.
Louis (who not only writes and
publishes great books about
trails but also cooks); Peter and
Mary Olch in Kensington, MD, who,
incidentally, serve a great meal
too; and Bruce and Joyce Dalewho
treated us to lunch, conversation,
and a fantastic private showing
of Bruce's- Trail slides at the National Geographic Society.
Back at the farm we discovered
a mountain of material for this issue, the results of which you hold
in hand. We understand that
someone complained that WT is
just too long and probably no one
reads all this stuff anyway. This
one is obviously for people of a
different stripe.
Happy trails!
-Leo E. Oliva
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CONSTRUCTION STARTED
ON VISITORS CENTER
AT ARROW ROCK, MO
Ground was broken for the 10,000square-foot visitors center atArrow Rock State Historic Site on
Monday, May 21, with a nice
crowd in attendence. Featured
speaker Tracy Mehan, director of
the Missouri Dept. of Natural Resources, noted Arrow Rock's role
in Boone's Lick history, dating
from before 1800. The new center
will house a museum and orient
visitors, continuing the tradition
of the DAR members who moved for
preservation of the Old Tavern and
establishment of one of Missouri's first state parks to "teach Missouri history to the passerby."
The town of Arrow Rock was
founded in 1828 on the Santa Fe
Trail near its eastern end, and it
once served as the county seat
of Saline County. The old log
courthouse still stands near the
ta vern a long the route of the Santa
Fe Trail. Arrow Rock was home to
three Missouri governors, the artist George Caleb Bingham, and Dr.
John Sappington whose quinine
pills controlledpersistentmalaria during Trail times. Arrow Rock
will co-host the 1991 SFTA Symposium, when participants will be
able to enjoy the new visitors
center.
The groundbreaking fulfilled a
dream of 18 years. Other speakers
at the event included Senator
James Mathewson, Congo Tom
Marshall, and Wayne Gross, director of the state Div. of Parks,
Recreation and Historic Preservation. Richard Forry, SFTA program
coordinator for the 1991 Symposium, is administrator of the Arrow Rock State Historic Site.
The day after the groundbreaking ceremony, bulldozers moved
in and construction began. Completion is scheduled for early
summer 1991. The $1.2 million,
one-story brick and wood structure will house exhibits and artifacts that interpret the history
of the Boone's Lick region. The
Santa Fe Trail will be a featured
topic.
<l
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LOGO OFFICIAL

NUMBER 4
STRANGE ENCOUNTER
OF THE TRAIL KIND
AT BOGGSVILLE

The SFTA governing board made
it official on May 31 and adopted
thi s logo designed by Louann J ordan of Santa Fe. The logo will be
incorporated into the masthead of
a newly designed Wagon Tracks
planned for the next issue, and
it will be made available in a variety of forms such as T-Shirts,
caps, pins, and patches. All SFTA
chapters have been authorized to
use the logo on their materials.

SFTA BOARD MEETING
The governing board of SFTA met
May 31 at the Santa Fe Trail Center
near Larned, with President Joe
Snell presiding. A budget for 1991
was approved, including a couple
of new items: setting aside and
investing $1,000 each yearfor the
marker fund and paying the WT
editor $2,100 per year plus
mileage. Donations were approved for two projects: $500 for
the library of the National Frontier
Trails Center and $1,000 to the
Conservation Fund to help with
the purchase of Pigeon's Ranch
Stage Station and surrounding
acres. A financial funding request
policy was adopted, the logo was
approved, and a policy for marker
application
procedures
was
established.
The board extended recognition
to two chapters recently formed
and tentatively approved by Pre':"
sident Snell. These are the End
of the Trail Chapter in Santa Fe
and the Corazon De Los Caminos
(Heart of the Trails) Chapter in the
Las Vegas area. A request of the
Trailshead Chapter of the OregonCalifornia Trails Association (OCTA) to become a "joint chapter" of
SFTA was taken under consideration and additional information

SFTA member David Clapsaddle,
Larned, on right, in a recent
chance meeting at Boggsville
with SFTA Ambassador Paul "Dirty
Shirt" Bentrup (Paul's adopted
moniker is prominently spelled
out on his cap). Several possible
captions for this photo have been
suggested, so take your pick:
(l)"Are you sure this is where the
gold was cached?" (2) Dirty Shirt
observes, "here's a man who really digs Trail history." (3) Dirty
Shirt and Dirty Pants. (4) "If you
don't know, I'll tell you." (5)Two
mouths running and nobody listening. (6) "OK Dirty Shirt, now
where do you want me to dig the
next set of historic Trail ruts?" (7)
Clapsaddle, Ph.D., prepared for
whatever he and Dirty Shirt are
"Piling Higher and Deeper."
was called for before a decision
is made. President Snell announced that' the Mountain Branch
Chapter in the Trinidad area was
organized on April 4 but has not
asked for recognition. A number
of other items were discussed and
announcements made, but no other actions were taken.
<l

CORRECTION

DRY ROUTE MARKERS

Errors do creep in despite the
best intentions. In the last issue
of WT (May 1990). on page 21,
three newspaper articles were reproduced
under the heading
"Pittsburgh Wagons on the Santa
Fe TraiL" The piece from Niles'
National Register was cited with
the wrong publication date. Instead of 10 july 1846. it should
read 10 july 1841.

David Clapsaddle, Lamed, is
coordinating a project to mark
significant points along the Dry
Route of the Trail. The same type
markers will be used as were installed on the Fort Hays-Fort
Dodge Trail. bronze plaques
mounted on limestone posts. The
Lions Club of Lewis, KS, is sponsoring the project and will
receive and dispense funds.
Approximately 10 markers will
be set, each at a cost of $100.
All labor will be donated, including the stone work to be done by
Arthur Sayler of Albert, KS. Individuals or groups interested in
donating to this projectmaymake
checks payable to the Dry Route
Marking Fund. Home State Bank,
Box 8, Lewis. KS 67552.

OKLAHOMA TRAIL TOUR
The Cimarron County Historical
Society, Boise City. will sponsor
the First Annual Santa Fe Trail
Tour on Saturday, September 29.
1990, with visits to various
places of interest. Sites not
usually open to the public will be
on the itinerary. including Camp
Nichols and Cold Spring (Autograph Rock). Off-road vehicles
will be needed. Advance reservations are required. Donations may
be sent to Cimarron County Historical Society. For further information and to make reservations.
please call joan Walton at (405)
544-3245 or 544-2479.

GLORIETA BATTLEFIELD
TO BE PROTECTED
The
Conservation Fund will
acquire ten acres at the core of
the Glorieta Battlefield on the
Santa Fe Trail in New Mexico as
the first step toward protecting
the site of the most important
Civil War engagement in the
West. The Fund obtained an option to purchase from jennifer
Donald of Santa Fe, and a campaign is underway to raise funds.
The Conservation Fund works in
partnership with other non-profit
organizations. businesses, and
government agencies to protect
open space, wildlife habitat, and
historic sites. SFTA member Bill
deBuys is the area representative
of the Fund in Santa Fe.
Former SFTA President Marc Simmons, president of the Glorieta
Battlefield Preservation Society
(Which has been trying to preserve the site for more than a decade), turned over the entire treasury ofthe Society to the Conservation Fund. SFTA supports the purchase of the site, which includes
the Pigeon's Ranch stage station.
and has donated $1,000. Contributions toward the purchase should
be made payable to the Conservation Fund and sent to Civil War
Battlefield Campaign, P. O. Box
51, Cerrillos. NM 87010.
<J

SEARCH FOR MED AL OF
HONOR WINNER GRAVES
The Children of the American
Revolution in New Mexico are
looking for the lost graves of six
Medal of Honor winners believed
to be buried in New Mexico. One
of the six, Private Albert Sale, 8th
U.S. Cavalry, who was awarded
the Medal of Honor for bravery
during an encounter with Indians
in Arizona on june 29,1869, died
while on acti ve duty at Fort Union,
NM on November 29, 1874. Hewas
originally interred in the post
cemetery but his remains were
later removed.
Names of the others missing are
Frank Bratling, jacob Gunther,
Leonidas S. Lytle, james McNally, and Ebin Stanley. According to
Ray Collins. a Virginia historian
specializing in the history of
Medal of Honor recipients (and
with whom Leo and Bonita Oliva
recently
became
acquainted
while researching at the National
Archives). a total of 17 Medal of
Honor winners are buried in New
Mexico, but the grave sites of only 11 are known. If anyone can
provide information about the
location any of the six lost
graves, please contactSFTAmember Mary Della Smith. 3621 12th
St. NW. Albuquerque, NM 87107.

RARE BOOK FOR SALE
Quarto Books in Albuquerque
recently announced an offering of
a rare Santa Fe Trail book. It is
a second edition of josiah
Gregg's two-volume Commerce of
the Prairies, 1845, which was
presented to his friend George
Englemann, with the following in-
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scription: "Dr. George Engelmann,
With the particular Regard and Esteem of His Friend & Serv't. josiah Gregg." The condition is
worn. The price is $3750.00.

SANTA FE TRAIL MURAL
A few years agoSFTApatronmemberLaughlin Barker, a third generation Santa Fean, launched a
project to make a contribution to
the city and honor the Santa Fe
Trail. After consulting with Marc
Simmons, Barker had a largewall
mural (96" x 56") depicting the
Santa Fe Trail painted on tiles and
installed on the outside wall of
the Laughlin Building in downtown Santa Fe.
Designed and painted by his
son, john Barker, the mural consists of 84 thick tiles. firmly set
into a wooden frame, showing the
Trail from Missouri to Santa Fe.
Every tile not involved in the line
of the Trail itself pictures some
site or person associated with the
route or re13tes in words some
story that happened along the
Trail. It was carefully researched
and beautifully executed. The
tiles were manufactured and fired
by the Arius Tile Co. of Santa Fe,
a firm well known for fine craftsmanship.
An official ceremony will be
held to introduce the piece to the
public. This monument to the Trail
will help natives and tourists
gain a better appreciation forthe
historic route. On behalf of SFTA
members and Trail lovers everywhere, special thanks are extended to Laughlin and john Barker for
this wonderful contribution.
Wagon Tracks is the official publication
of the Santa Fe Trail Association, a nonprofit organizatiOn incorporated under the
laws of the State of Colorado. Letters are
welcome, but they become the property
of WT and may be edited or abridged at
the editor's discretion. All rights reserved.
Inquiries can be directed to the appropriate
addresses below. Annual subscriptions are
obtained through membership in the Association, whose dues are fixed per calendar year. Checks should be made payable
to the Santa Fe Trail Association and sent
to the secretary-treasurer.
Membership Categories
Benefactor
$1,000
Patron
$100/year
Institutional
$25/year
Family
$15/year
Individual
$lO/year
Editor: Leo E. Oliva, RR 1, Box 31, Woodston,
KS 67675
President Joseph W. Snell, 5609 Hawick,
Topeka, KS 66614
Vice-President Timothy A. Zwink, 607 N.
Sunset Dr., Alva, OK 73717
Secretary-Treasurer: Ruth Olson, Santa Fe
Trail Center. RR 3. Larned. KS 67550
1991 Symposium Coordinator: Richard R. Forry, 205 S. 6th St., Mow Rock, Me 65320
Publicity Coordinator: Michael E. Pitel. Tano
Rd., At. 4, Box 240, Santa Fe, NM 87501

FRIENDS OF NATIONAL
FRONTIER TRAILS CENTER

COUNCIL GROVE ADOPTS
NEW TRAIL IDENTITY

OLD AZTEC MILL MUSEUM
CIMARRON, NEW MEXICO

Friends of the National Frontier
Trails Center has been fonned to
support and enhance the center,
and to initiate and support independent programs that will bring
about a better understanding and
appreciation of western trails,
overland travel, and migration in
the 19th century. The elected
officers are President Jane Mallinson, V-P Paul Weston, Secretary Pauline Fowler, Treasurer
Jerry Bates, Historian Joanne Eakin, and Directors Bill Bullard,
Kandi Lorenz, Millie Nesbitt, and
Ed Shelton.
Membership is open to everyone
interested in the goals of the
Friends. Annual dues are as follows: Individu'al, $5.00; Family,
$10.00; Friend, $25.00; Benefactor, $50.00; Sponsor, $250.00;
and Corporate $500.00. To join
send your dues to Ed Shelton,
4424 Huntington Way, Independence, MO 64055. For more information about the Friends, write to
Jane Mallinson, Box 8604, Sugar
Creek, MO 64054. This is a worthwhile group in which all SFTA
members should be interested.
One of the first projects of the
Friends is acquisition of a fullscale covered wagon for a "hands
on" exhibit at the Center. The Center, at 318 W. Pacific in Independence, has been designated by
the National Park Service as an
official interpretive centeron the
trails. The Center is developing
a museum, library, and archives
devoted to the three major overland trails (Santa Fe, Oregon, and
California) as well as otherwestern trails. If anyone has material
to donate to the museum,library,
or archives, please contact the
director of the Center. The SFTA
board recently voted to donate
$500 to the library.

Council Grove used to call itself
the birthplace of the Santa Fe
Trail, but that has changed. After
many historians pointed out that
the claim was incorrect, the town
promoters adopted a new and historically accurate identity: "Rendezvous on the Santa Fe TraiL"
This is a welcome change. It was
the main rendezvous point where
westbound caravans organized
for the trip to New Mexico.
Council Grove is one of the best
endowed historic communities
along the entire Trail, a place any
Trail enthusiast will revere and
enjoy. It isthecenterofanactive
SFTA chapter (Heart of the Flint
Hills). If you haven't been to
Council Grove recently, it's worth
another visit.

The Old Aztez Mill Museum in
Cimarron, NM, has published a
pamphlet about the museum and
the town. The mill which houses
the museum was built by Lucien
B. Maxwell in 1864 and is presently owned by the C S Cattle Co. It
is operated by the Cimarron Historical Society and is open from
May 1 to October 1. The pamphlet
includes a chronology of Cimarron
history, and a self-guided tour
and map of the community. Anumber of places in Cimarron were associated with the Mountain Route
of the Santa Fe Trail. The Philmont
Boy Scout Ranch and the site of
Rayado, once home of Kit Carson
and briefly garrisoned by U.S.
troops to help protect the Trail,
are located near Cimarron.

1991 TRAIL CALENDAR
SFTA Ambassador Les Vilda announces that the 1991 Santa Fe
Trail Calendar is now available.
It contains historical infonnation
on the Trail and illustrations of
Trail sites. The research was
done by Vilda, with illustrations
by David Marchant and layout and
map by Sharon Mosher. The cost
is $8.00 each plus shipping of
$1.25 for the first and .50 for each
additional calendar. Quantity discounts available to dealers. They
make nice gifts. Order from Les
Vilda, RR 2, Box 13, Wilber, NE
68465.
<l

BICYCLE TREK-1990

GREGG MAP PUBLISHED

Willard Chilcott, chainnan ofthe
Trail ride from Santa Fe to New
Franklin, September 22 to October
12, announces that riders are
signing up and plans are all set
for the trek. The itinerary for the
trip follows, and all SFTA members in the area are urged to meet
the riders and share Trail infonnation with them. Forfurtherdetails
contact Chilcott, 885 Camino Del
Este, Santa Fe, NM 87501 (505)
982-1282.

SFTA, with the help of Fort Union
National Monument Supt. Harry C.
Myers, has published a reproduction of Josiah Gregg's 1844 "Map
of the Indian Territory, Northern
Texas and New Mexico, Showing
the Great Western Prairies." Included, of course, is the Santa Fe
Trail. Although this map, which
appeared in Gregg's Commerce of
the Prairies. has been reproduced in reprints of that book,
this may be the first time the map
has been made available as a
separate item suitable for framing
or hanging on the wall. It is approximately 14" x 17.5" and tinted
green as was the original. Apage
of text explaining about this historic map is provided with each
copy. The map sells for $2.50,
plus $1.00 formailing any quantity; quantity discounts available
to museum shops, bookstores,
etc. Order from SFTA, P. O. Box I,
Woodston, KS 67675.

9/22 meet and get set ,n Santa Fe
9/23 Santa Fe to Las Vegas, NM
9/24 Las Vegas to Wagon Mound. NM
9/25 Wagon Mound to Cimarron. NM
9/26 Cimarron to Trinidad. CO
9/21 day olf in Trinidad
9/28 Trinidad to La Junta, CO
9/29 La Junta to Lamar. CO
9/30 Lamar to Lakin. KS
10/1 Lakin to Dodge City, KS
10/2 day olf in Dodge City
10/3 Dodge City to Larned, KS
10/4 Larned to Lyons. KS
10/5 Lyons to Hillsboro, KS
10/6 Hillsboro to Council Grove. KS
10/1 day olf in Counc,l Grove
10/8 Council Grove to Baldwin City, KS
10/9 Baldwin C,ty to Independence. MO
10/10 Independence to Lexington, MO
10/11 Lexington to Arrow Rock. MO
10/12 Arrow Rock to New Frankl.n. MO

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC
TEAM ON THE TRAIL
A number of SFTA members along
the Trail have had the opportunity
this summer to visit with Bruce
Dale, photographer. and Rowe
Findley, writer, who are separately doing their field work for an
article to appear in National Geographic next year. Both artists
bring extensive experience and
skill to this task, and we all look
forward to their presentation of
the Santa Fe Trail to a large reading audience.
<l
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MARC SIMMONS AND KIT
CARSON IN COLORADO
Marc Simmons will present a spec i a I Ie c ture on "Kit Carson and the
Santa Fe Trail" at the Bloom House
grounds, 300 EastMain, Trinidad,
at 7:00 p.m., August 22. This presentation is sponsored by the Colorado Historical Society and
there is no admission charge.
Simmons will be speaking on Kit
Carson at the Denver Public Library at 7:00 p.m.. October 16,
again sponsored by the Colorado
Historical Society. Simmons is
considered the leading authority
on the life of Carson.
<l

ANOTHER OVAL SIGN
Elwood Van Petten, Colorado
Springs, reported an oval sign in
Shawnee Mission, KS, but it is one
we have counted before. Thanks
anyway. Susan Jones, Santa Fe,
reports as follows on another.
''This one may be found at the
Cimarroncita Ranch, Ute Park, NM.
Judge Henry A. Bundschu was the
occasional guest at the ranch. It
is not clearwhen he gave the sign
to the Burk family. His signature
in the ranch guest book is Oct.
1953.
"The ranch occupies the former
Lambert Tract of the Maxwell Land
Grant, 13 miles west of Cimarron.
The oval sign is hanging inside
one of the ranch buildings and is
in good shape. It seems not to
have had any school connection;
rather, something in the nature of
a gift."
This accounts for 22 signs. Are
there more?

COWBOY MUSIC TO BE
HEARD IN TRINIDAD
John Nielson, prize-winning fiddler and former member of the
cowboy duo Horse Sense, will
present a special program of
traditional folk music of the American cowboy at 7:00 p.m. on
Wednesday, August 29, at the
Baca /Bloom complex in Trinidad.
Admission is free. For more information contact Mark L. Gardner
(719) 846-7217.

GREER GARSON RANCH
TO BE NATIONAL PARK
Greer Garson Fogelson's Forked
Lightning Ranch has been saved
from developers (see Feb. 1990
WT) by the Conservation Fund and
the Mellon Foundation and turned
over to the U.S. government. The
5,000+ acres of the ranch and
Pecos National Monument, which
is surrounded by the property,
will become Pecos National Historic Park. The ranch includes
Santa Fe Trail ruts, the historic
Kozlowski Ranch and stagecoach
station, and more than 100 archaeological sites. Kozlowski's
Ranch served as Union headquarters before and after the Battle of
Glorieta Pass in 1862.
The final closing on the Forked
Lightning is set for J an. I, 1991,
and the ranch will be leased back
to Fogelson for one year, during
which time she wilI maintain it,
while Congress considers the appropriations required to operate

it. The Santa Fe Reporter deserves credit for helping bring
this about; it was the newspaper
that disclosed the plans of
developer Jerry Crassas, who was
negotiating
to
purchase the
ranch, to develop a resort complex in the area. That caused
Fogelson to break off negotiations and it prompted the Conservation Fund to seek funds for the
purchase.

TRAIL RIDE 1990
by Don Cress

The fourth annual Santa Fe Trail
Ride, sponsored by the Heart of
the Flint Hills Chapter, started on
June 2 at the Little Arkansas River
Crossing with a big blow, 70
m.p.h. winds. The only mishap of
the ride happened the first day
when a wheel came off one wagon
causing it to run into a buggy,
bruising three people. After 80
riders completed the 20-mile trek
to the campsite south of McPherson, an excellent meal of trail
stew was served by the chuck wagon crew. Bob Gray, local historian, gave an account of Trail
events in the area for the evening
program.
The next day, after a 19-mile
ride, camp was set up in the Krehbiel pasture 3.5 miles north of
Canton. That evening John Torrence of Manhattan told of his activities with the Flint Hills
Brigade of the Rocky Mountain Fur
Company's
reenactments, and
Bruce Dale, photographer for National Geographic, discussed the
Trail article planned for the magazine. Dale completed the remainder of the ride.
A camera crew from Flint HilIs
Productions filmed portions of the
ride to be used in a planned film
about the Trail. The scriptof"Civilization to Sundown," written by

Mark Roberts of Tampa, focuses
on William Becknell's openingof
the Trail with a summary of later
history to provide an overviewof
the significance of the route.
On June 4 the riders camped at
the same site and spent the day
on a tour of the area, led by Herb
Macklin of Canton. That evening
three chapter directors presented
a skit of Kit Carson and Seth Hays
arriving at the camp.
The next day the group traveled
16 miles, observing Trail ruts
along the way, to the Gordon
Christiansen farmnearthe Cottonwood Crossing. After another good
meal from the chuck wagon, Don
Cress showed slides of sites
along the Trail, assisted by Sylvia Mooney of Kansas City.
On June 6 the noon stop was in
the city park at Tampa and, after
moving a total of 18 miles, camp
was made at Lost Springs where
hosts were Mr. and Mrs. Fred
Shields who own the site. Evening
entertainment was provided by
the Crab Grass Band, singer Kelli
Peterson, and a historical presentation by Virginia Shields.
After stopping atSix Mile Crossing for a late lunch on June 7,
16 miles brought the riders to
camp on the Lloyd Burns's farm
near Diamond Spring. More ruts
were seen in his pasture. Dennis
Filkin, Don Lee, Gale Burns, and
Shilo Litke provided music and
song. Bonnie Sill gave the area
history of Trail days for the program. The weather was threatening but no storm occurred.
The next morning the riders
stopped at Diamond Spring, known
in Trail days as the best water
on the route, and moved on to Wilsey park for the noon stop. The
group, now totaling 110, went
through the White pastures northwest of Council Grove, where ruts

Sunset in camp during 1990 Trail Ride.
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were viewed, then through Council Grove to the camp below Council Grove reservoir. On June 9
most of the riders participated in
the Wah-Shun-Gah Days parade in
Council Grove.
The chapter is grateful to those
who helped make this ride a
success by providing access
through property and furnishing
camping sites. The chuck wagon
crew, including Fred and Gloria
Auchard, Nichole Auchard, Kris
Gibson, and John and Sherry
McCoy, provided excelIentmeals.
During the seven-day ride they
served 400 breakfasts, 300 lunches, and 466 suppers. Their work
was most appreciated. There were
riders from Kansas, Oklahoma,
Colorado, Missouri, Texas, and
Virginia. The Heart of the Flint
Hills Chapter hopes to see you on
the Trail Ride next year.

TRAIL RAMBLINGS
by Michael McDonald
As some of you know I am researching the story of the placement of the DAR markers along the
Trail. Part of that research is
documenting the location of all
the known markers by actual observation. I have a couple of short
tales to share from my most recent
adventure on the Trail. One is a
lesson for all of us who seek sites
along the Trail; the otherwas just
a good experience.
I was trying to find the DAR marker located at the railroad tunnel
on Raton Pass and was told a way
to get to it that might be easier
than obtaining permission, which
I understood probahly would not
be forthcoming anyway. I felt uneasy ahout this because I usually
get permission, but my time was
short for this particular mission.
So I hid my morals for awhile, parked at the rest stop atop the pass,
and began walking toward a gate
where I understood I would find
a path leading down a hilI to the
tunnel and marker.
Before I reached the gate, a man
in a pickup pulled up from behind
and asked about my intentions. As
soon as he understood he said,
"Okay, get on back down the road
. . . NOW!" Taken ahack by his
abruptness, as I had only the best
of intentions in mind, a heated
discussion ensued. Neither of us
was listening to the other.
After a few minutes I realized
he was right, swalIowed my pride,
and apologized. For the next 20
minutes he gave me exam pIe after
example of the bad things that had

happened from people trespassing on his property, from the
dumping of trash to the fearofbeing shot by hunters. I got the best
tongue lashing I've had since I
was a schoolboy. He asked me
how I'd feel if someone unlatched
the door at my house and began
walking around my home. How
would I treat them? He made his
point, and I respected him for it
and felt much ashamed.
Our hostility toward one another
passed as I listened to his tirade
against trespassers. He made me
understand that what I had previously considered a trivial matter was not one at alI to the ranchers and farmers of our country.
I did not get to the marker, but
I gained a new respect for the people who make their living off the
land. I promised that I would
never again cross into private
land without permission.
The man who so eloquently
taught me this lesson is Mr.
Meyers, a rancher on Raton Pass.
If by some chance he ever reads
this, I want to apologize again,
thank him for a lesson well
taught, and let him know I took
it to heart. One of these days I'll
take the required time to seek the
proper permission and try to see
that marker.
This little story should be a lesson for all of us as we travel the
Trail to find the sites that we hold
dear. Please get permission,
leave everything as you found it,
and close the gate behind you.
My other little tale is simply
about the many pleasures (and
treasures) one can encounter
while exploring the Trail. I was
having a hard time finding the
marker south of Richfield, Kansas, and flagged down a felIow
in his pickup to ask for help. He
didn't known where itwas, buthe
said to go see Bea Riley as she
knew everything about the area.
I bad noticed a sign earlier that
said "Bea's" and pointed down a
side road, so I folIowing it and
wound up at the most endearing
spot on my whole trip. Bea was
mowing heryard. I introduced myself and asked for help. She not
only told me where the marker is
but said she was a member of
SFTA. We were discussing our interest in the Trail when her husband, Bob Kohler, came up and
offered to take me to the marker.
Bea Riley Kohler and her husband of a couple of years, Bob,
live in an old country Methodist
church which she had moved to
this spot years ago. But this is
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no ordinary old church. It is like
nothing you have ever seen. For
40 years Bea has been colIecting.
She Ii ves in a virtual museum of
her own making. Bea welcomes
guests, but you could spend a
whole day and not see every item.
Thanks, Bea, for sharing your marvelous home.
Now this Bob fella that she married a couple of years ago is an
old rancher who owns the KOhler
Ranch in the Oklahoma panhandle,
and whose sons still operate it.
Bob is my kind of guy. Laid back,
friendly, and someone you'd like
to hang out with for a while.
Which I did.
Bob showed me the marker near
hi shouse, drove me to Point of
Rocks and Middle Spring north of
Elkhart, then into Colorado to
show me the Springer Ranch mar.:'
ker. I would have never found it
without him. I'll never forget Bob
and Bea and their house. It was
a highlight of my trip.
As you travel the Trail there are
many interesting and wonderful
people. That's what makes Trail
travel such a joy and makes you
glad to be a Trail nut.
I want to thank some other people who helped me find markers
and Trail sites on this trip: Dan
and Carol Sharp, who graciously
opened their ranch to me so I
could view Inscription Rock in Oklahoma; Linda Peters and her
mother, Pat Heath, who told me
of the markers in and near Lakin,
Kansas; Leo and Mary Gamble,
those stalwarts of the Trail, for
directing me to the Cimarron Cutoff markers in southwest Kansas,
and to the markers in Baca County,
Colorado; and a young woman,
whose name I failed to remember,
who directed me to markers south
of Offerle, Kansas. If she reads
this, please write so I can correct
my ineptitude.
Out of the approximately 171 (or
more) DAR markers that were
placed, I have seen and photographed 152. Once the whole story
is together, I plan to write a guide
to the Trail by following the DAR
markers. Several people have
sent wonderful items regarding
the markers, and I express my sincere appreciation to all of them .
If anyone has information regarding markers which might not be
readily known or has an anecdote
about a particular marker, please
send it along. I shalI certainly
give you credit foryourcontribution. Send to Mike McDonald, 705
Paseo de Peralta, Santa Fe, NM
87501.
<J

WILLIAM BENT'S FIRST GRANDCHILD
by Mary B. Gamble
[Mary B. Gamble, Springfield,
CO, is secretary of the Cimarron
Cutoff Chapter of SFTA and a
journalist. She is a member of
the DAR and with her husband,
Leo, has done much work on the
DAR markers in Colorado.]

A photograph of Williams Bent's
granddaughter, Ada Moore Lubers
(Mrs. H. L.), started a search for
more
information
about this
grandchild. Her picture appeared
in the book, Bent's Old Fort, taken
at the 5 September 1912 dedication of an historical marker near
the fort. Shown in the picture with
Ada Lubers were A. E. Reynolds,
owner of the site at that time, and
Mrs. Freeman C. Rogers, state
regent of the Colorado State
Society, Daughters of the American
Revolution.
The regent
dedicated the DAR marker which
was unveiled by Mrs. Lubers. H.
L. Lubers gave the address at the
ceremony. Reynolds had erected
the marker at the request of the
DAR. The marker with the date of
1910 has a sketch of the fort outlined on it.'
Research in DAR records showed
that Ada Moore Lubers and her sister, Daisy Moore Lakin, were approved as members of that patriotic society 25 January 1918 with
membership in the Peace Pipe
Chapter, Denver. Both were residents of Denver.
Included with Mrs. Lubers's lineage papers was a newspaper
clipping of her obituary. She died
2 May 1941. Also in the obituary
was her picture with headlines:
"Ada M. Lubers, Coloradan 78
Years Is Dead," and "Denver
Woman's Grandfather Was Famous Colonel Bent. ,,2
She was born 15 January 1861
at Westport, MO, now Kansas City,
and came to Colorado Territory
with her parents, Robison M. and
Mary Bent Moore, when she was
two years old. Her grandmother
was Owl Woman, a Cheyenne
Indian, first wife of WilliamBent.
Mary was William's first child,
and Ada (also appearing sometimes as Adia or Addia) was his
first grandchild.
While still young the name of
Adia Moore appears on a land patent, Territory of Colorado, County
of Bent, 20 September 1870. "Surveyed for Addia M. Moore, a halfbreed, who claims under the 5th
article of the treaty concluded
Oct. 14, 1865 between the United
States and the Cheyenne and Ar-

A. E. Reynolds and Ada Moore
Lubers at Bent's Old Fort, 5 September 1912 (photo courtesy Colorado Historical Society).

rapahoe tribes of Indians, six
hundred and forty acres of land.
"Beginning at a point of a sandstone bluff 50 links northeast
from the Arkansas river, I set a
sandstone, 15x15x15 marked 18,
for the southeast corner, and run
thence up said river with meanders thereof. . . . "This was dated
July 5, 1869, and signed by S. G.
Sheldon, Surveyor. 3
The members of William W.
Bent's family named in Article V
of the 1865 treaty included Bent's
daughter, Mary Bent Moore, and
her three children, Adia Moore,
William Bent Moore, and George
Moore; and William W. Bent's
children, George Bent, Charles
Bent, and Julia Bent. Each was to
receive 640 acres.
Article VI explained that the U.
S. granted land in reparation for
"gross
and
wanton outrages
perpetrated against certain bands
of
Cheyenne
and
Arrapahoe
Indians by Colonel J. M. Chivington" at the Sand Creek Massacre,
29 November 1864. The treaty was
made at a camp on the Little Arkansas River in the state ofKansas. William W. Bent was one of
the U. S. Commissioners for the
treaty.4
Robert Bent, William's oldest
son, had already received his
land at the treaty concluded at
Fort Wise, Territory of Kansas, 18
February 1861: ". . . being one of
the half-breed tribe, he [Robert]
should have as a gift from the nation [Cheyenne] of 640 acres."
Robert was one of the U. S. in-
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terpreters for the treaty. His land
covered "the valley and what is
called the Sulphur spring, lying
on the north side of the Arkansas
River and about five miles below
the Pawnee Hills . . . . "5
When Mary BentMoore, herhusband, small daughter Ada, and
infant son Bent came to Colorado
Territory in 1863, they joined her
father at Bent Stockade that had
been built near the present site
of Boggsville. MaryBenthadgone
east to school and at Westport
she met and married R. M. Moore.
At first her father was against the
marriage because Moore was a
saloon keeper, but he relented
and gave Mary a big wedding in
Missouri. 6
The Moores acquired ranch land
near the Purgatoire Riverwith the
ranch house in present-day Las
Animas. Here Ada grew up with her
two brothers, Bent and George,
and three sisters, Nellie H.
(Davies), Daisy M. (Lakin), and
Agnes (Monroe).
Ada's husband, H. L. Lubers,
later wrote:''The Moore children,
particularly the girls, were quite
well educated, attending the public school in Las Animas, and
thereafter attending seminaries
at Topeka, Kansas, Independence, Missouri and St. Paul,
Minnesota."] An article in the Bent
County history on Judge R. M.
Moore stated that "the Moore girls
were well-known for their horsemanship and were the envy of all
the young people for their ability
to ride."e
Ada Moore recalled in later
years about traveling on the Santa
Fe Trail with her mother in one
of her grandfathers's ambulances
to which mules were hitched.
They traveled with one of the Bent
ox-drawn wagon trains. Herhusband wrote that "she has a recollection that on one trip her mother
was signaling with a looking
glass; and that she asked her
mother why and what she was doing that for, and she told her that
she had seen Indians on the hills,
and if they were Cheyennes or Arapahoes, or any Indians other
than the Comanches, they would
understand her signals, which
meant that this was a Bent train
and that she was Mary Bent, and
that thereafter she saw no more
Indians or Indian signs.
". . . After Colonel Bent and her
father and mother had settled on
the Purgatoire River, after the

sale of Bent's new fort on the
north side of the Arkansas River.
about opposite Prowers Station on
the A. T. & S. F. (the year she
doesn't remember). her mother
had a candle in the window and
seemed to be sitting up all night.
She asked her mother why she was
doing that and she told her that
her Uncle Charles. who was outlawed by GovernorGilpin. was expected and it was a signal to him
that the coast was clear. and she
wanted him to visit with her." 9
Ada Moore was eight years old
when her grandfather died 19 May
1869. Her mother died nine years
later at the age of 40 on 7 May
1878. Both are buried in the Las
Animas cemetery.
Ada was married sometime after
her mother's death to John W.
Jay. who was Bent County clerk
and recorder. serving until his
death on 9 January 1888 at the
age of 33. Their son. John R. Jay
of Englewood. CO. survived her as
did three grandchildren and ten
great-grandchi Idren.
In 1889 the widow married Harry
L. Lubers in Denver. They made
their home in Las Animas where
he was an attorney, and he served
as mayor in 1907. He was elected
state representative for southeastern Colorado, and after moving to Denver in 1912 he again served in the Colorado Assembly and
was Speaker of the House. They
had one son, Harry L., j r .• who
was killed in France in World War
I in 1918. Lubers died 3 july 1944
at 84 years of age. The Lubers
family is buried in Crown Hill
cemetery, Denver.
After Mary Bent died judge
Moore married Florida Bryner. 10
He died in a buckboard accident
23 October 1894 when his team of
horses was spooked by some burros. 11 Moore. his two sons Bent
and George, and two of his daughters Daisy and Agnes, his second
wife F. B. M. Hart and her second
husband. L. N. Hart. are buried in
the Bent-Moore lots in the Las
Animas cemetery. john W. jay.
Ada Moore's first husband, is also
buried in this cemetery some distance north of the Bent-Moore
family members. 12

children (George. Charles, and Julia) were with
Black Kettle's Cheyennes at Sand Creek. Chivington ordered Robert Bent to lead the soldiers
to the camp. George was wounded and Charles
was captured. Yellow Woman escaped with
some of the Cheyennes. She was killed later
at Powder River. WY, by Pawnee Indian scouts.
For an account of the Sand Creek Massacre
see David Lavender, Bent's FOit (New York,
1954), 356-361.
5. Kappler, Indian Treaties, 807-811. Fort Wise
was established near Bent's New Fort in Bent
County. SFTA member Sara White, Longmont,
CO, shared her research with me on the Indian
treaties relating to the Bent family and on
Ada Moore's land grant. She said that this
land was now under the waters of the John
Martin Reservoir, except for an overlook southwest of Hasty. Santa Fe Trail ruts are viSible
there and a DAR Trail marker is in the ruts,
dated 1908. According to Louisa Arps, "the
thirty-one sections of land granted to the blood
relatives of the Cheyenne and Arapaho were
known as 'beef steak claims' because of their
irregular shape, Irregular because the south
line of each claIm was on the Arkansas River.
The land awarded to Julia Bent, William Bent's
youngest child, was Claim 13 . . . east of
Claim 14, which was awarded to 'A-me-che,
alias Amache Prowers,' wife of cattleman John
Prowers." Arps also noted that, "according to
the deed transfer, Prowers acquired Julia Bent's
Claim 13 [Bent'S Old Fort) in considerallon
of $3200 . . . on the summer of 1872." Arps,
"From Trading Post to Melted Adobe," 45, 46,
51. This Joined his wife's claim.
6. Lavender, Bent's Fort, 344.
7. H. L. Lubers, "William Bent's Family and the
Indians of the Plains," The Colorado Magazine,
13 (January 1936) 19. Noreen Stringfellow Riffe,
IIbranan, Pueblo Library District, provided me
a copy of this article.
S. Robert Ham, "Judge R. M. Moore," Bent County
HIstory (The Book Committee, 1986-1987).496:
"In 1887, soon after A. 8. Ham had arrived
In Colorado Judge Moore gave him a job ndlng
after cattle, from the Arkansas nonh to Kit
Carson. He and hiS wife, Dolly, made therr
frrst home in Colorado on an Indian Claim,
across the river from Caddoa, that was owned
by Ada Moore Jay Lubers"
9. Lubers, "William Bent's Family," 21.
10. SFTA member Philip Petersen, La Junta, searched records of Mrs. LeRoy Boyd, Las AnImas,
for Flonda Bryner Moore's malden name.
11. Ham, "Judge Moore," 496.
12. Personal survey of Bent-Moore and Jay lots
in the Las AnImas cemetery, July 1989.

by Richard W. Godin
On a recent visit to Clinton. OK.
it was an honor and privilege for
me to meet with Lucille and William Bent. descendants of William Bent. They are are grandchildren of George Bent. half white
and half Cheyenne son of William
Bent and Owl Woman.
Through
his correspondence
with George E. Hyde. George Bent
bequeathed to posterity an invaluable eyewitness account of
the crucial Plains Indian war
years. 1863-1868. difficult years
for the Bent family caught up as
they were in the death struggle
between their Cheyenne and wh.ite
cultures.
Lucille and her brother William
descend from George Bent and
Standing Out Smith. his third wife
and daughter of Peg-Leg Smith. I
am presently doing genealogical
research on the Bents and any
information regarding this most
intriguing family would be greatly
appreciated. Send to Richard W.
Godin. 3 Highland St., Woonsocket, RI 02895 (401) 766-7944.

Lucille Bent and her brother William,
with Godin's nephew Jim Moore in
the center.

STEVE LlNDERER NAMED
FORT LARNED NHS SUPT

NOTES
LOUisa Ward Arps, "From Tradln9 Post to Melted
Adobe, 1849-1920," Bent's Old Fort (Colorado
Spnn9s, 1979), 52-54.
2. Denver Post, May 3, 1941.
3. Donna L. Hudgel, ed., Tratls West Newsletter
(LOUisville, CO, July 1989). A pan of the land
patent, a three-page document, was printed
in this issue.
4, Charles J. Kappler, ed., Indian TreatIes, 17781883 (New York, 1972), 887-891. William Bent's
second wife, Yellow Woman, and three of hiS

MORE DESCEND ANTS
OF WILLIAM BENT

1.

George Bent's tombstone located
in the old Indian cemetery at Colony. Oklahoma(photo by Richard W.
Godin).
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Steve Linderer. a native of Clinton, OK, has been named superintendent of Fort Larned National
Historic Site to succeedjackArnold who recently transferred to
Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore. Linderer is an 18-year veteran of the National Park Service
and most recently was site manager of Friendship Hill NHS in
Pennsylvania. Fort Larned is one
of the outstanding NPS sites on
the Santa Fe Trail.
<J

DEATH ON THE SANTA FE TRAIL
by Marian Meyer

[Marian Meyer is a writer in
Santa Fe with a special interest
in women on the Trail. Her book
on Mary Donohowil1 be published
by Ancient City Press in 1991.J

In

August 1987 Leo and Fonita
Oliva's Santa Fe Trail Tour arri ved
in Santa Fe and heard Marc Simmons speak on women on the
Trail. At Marc's request, I spoke
briefly on "Mary Donoho: New First
Lady of the Santa Fe Trail," whose
story had just appeared in Wagon
Tracks. At that time I had recently
received a photograph of Mary
Donoho and was able to show her
to the public for the first time.
I also told them about anotherwoman, Kate Kingsbury, who had
died on the Trail in 1857 but was
still a mystery to everyone. I said
if and when we learned more about
her, we would send the information to Wagon Tracks.Thisisher
story. '
Kate Kingsbury's tombstone is
the oldest known woman's grave
marker in Santa Fe. The 1857
stone wa s found in 1982 in the
old Independent Order of Odd Fellows (100F) Cemetery on Cerrillos
Road. adjacent to the larger Fairview Cemetery. The records of the
almost abandoned lOOF Cemetery
burned many years ago. It is rarely used now for burials, but a few
remaining Odd Fellow members
care for it from time to time.
Kate's
headstone, with its
stylized weeping willow tree carved in granite, reads, "KATE
KINGSBURY/DIED/ June 5,1857/at
the crossing of the Arkansas
river/ aged 30 years." Beyond this
information, little was known. A
story written about Santa Fe's
earliest tombstones speculated
that Kate might have drowned
when her wagon train was fording
the river, but concluded that the
actual cause of her death might
never be known. 2 One potential
link existed in the 1860 census
listing of a wealthy Santa Fe merchant named John Kingsbury, and
it was suggested that possibly
Kate was his wife and was coming
to join him on the frontier. 3
That was indeed the case. However, her husband was traveling
with her and her death resulted
from tuberculosis, not drowning.
The gripping story of this Santa
Fe Trail casualty unfolded two
years ago when a letter arrived
from Dr. David Weber. Professor
of History at Southern Methodist
University in Dallas. He and his

assistant, Jane Elder, were editing the papers of John Kingsbury,
in preparation for a book. Weber
happened to mention this to Marc
Simmons, who told him I had
located and written about Kate
Kingbury's tombstone. A lively
correspondence followed, with an
eager exchange of information.
In the meantime, Simmons also
learned from a Colorado historian
that Kate's obituary had appeared
in the Santa Fe Gazette. However,
the year 1857 was missing in the
Santa Fe microfilm of the newspaper, which had been closely
examined then her tombstone was
first discovered. The obituary
was finally located on a shortmicrofilm reel of odds and ends of
old newspapers which had been
found at the Huntington Library in
California and put together a few
years ago by John Wilson, another New Mexico historian. From the
newspaper account, a fascinating
story emerged of frontier life and
death on the Santa Fe Trail.
In Kate's obituary, much of the
romantic and flowery sentiment
common to the Victorian era is
omitted here. Even so, it is a lengthy death notice. The Gazettereported, "Died, at the lower crossing of the Arkansas, on the Santa
Fe Trail, on the 5th of June, instant [this month] of consumption, Mrs. Kate C.• wife of Mr. John
M. Kingsbury, juniorpartnerofthe
house of Webb and Kingsbury,
merchants of this city, aged 30
years.
"The circumstances attending
the decease of this estimable woman are of a more melancholy nature than usually fall under our
notice. She arrived in Santa Fe in
June, 1854, a bride, with the intention of making it her permanent
home, and resided here until
1856, when she made a visit to
her friends at Salem, Massachusetts. Her husband followed her
to the States in September of the
same year, with the intention of
returning to this place with his
wife the present summer. Soon after her arrival ather family home,
she was called to mourn the death
of her darling little son, a bright
and intelligent child about eighteen months old. Before the summer closed. consumption, that
deadly enemy of the human race
and with which she had been afflicted for years, seized upon her
system
. . she gradually grew
weaker . . . and when spring ar-
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rived, hope for her recovery had
almost departed.
"Imperative business engagements compelled her husband to
return to this country this summer, and she . . . determined to
be his companion while life
should last. They left Salem in
March. and traveling by easy
stages, arrived at Westport, Missouri, the starting point for Santa
Fe the latter end of April . . . her
friends hoped that the pure and
bracing air of the Plains would restore her failing strength. Herself
and husband in a comfortable
traveling carriage left Westport
on the thirteenth of May in company with the merchant caravans
enroute for New Mexico. She
accomplished the first part of the
long and tedious journey with
comparative ease; but as they
approached the Arkansas she
began to sink rapidly. . . . All
night the Angel of Death hovered
over the little encampment, and
as morning dawned in the east,
the pure spirit of our dear friend
took its flight from earth to
Heaven. . . . Through all her sufferings she exhibited a wonderful
degree of patience and fortitude;
and although she died hundreds
of miles out upon the great Plains.
her last moments were soothed by
every attention the hand of love
could bestow. Shewas accompanied by an elder sister [Eliza Ann
Messervy], who left home and
friends on this mission of holy
affection, and whose devoted attention blessed her dying hour.
After proper care had been bestowed upon her mortal remains,
the mournful cortege resumed its
journey across the Plains, and arrived in the city on the evening
of the 16th. The body was interred
in the cemetery at this place on
the 18th, and was followed to the
grave by a large concourse of
friends . . . . ,,4
On the same page as Kate's obituary, a separate item titled "Arrived from the States," announced, "On the 17th, Mr. Kingsbury,
Miss Messervy, and Mr. Tho. F.
Bowler, of the Exchange, and lady
arrived."s What is interesting
here is that the wagon train with
Kate's coffin arrived a day before
its owners, who were traveling by
carriage.
What the obituary did not say
was that the closest crossing of
the Arkansas River was in excess
of 350 miles from Santa Fe. That

the wagon train traveled the distance in eleven days is little less
than astonishing. When Marc Simmons was asked about it, he
indicated it was a remarkable
achievement and even seemed a
trifle dubious that it could have
happened. The caravan would
have had to average well over
thirty miles a day, a pace which
was most certainly "hell bent for
leather." Such a pace, however,
was not without precedence, for
some of the traders on the Trail
in advance of the Anny of the West
during the Mexican War traveled
in excess of forty miles per day
from the Arkansas to Santa Fe.
Another more explicit account of
Kate's death was written in 1924,
when historian Ralph Bieber edited and published the papers of
James J. Webb, Kingsbury's business partner. The day of Kate's
funeral, Webb wrote to his wife
and described the sad events. He
noted almost poetically that at
the time of Ka te' s dea th there wa s
an ethereal presence: ". . . transcending the power of man to describe . . . all nature seemed hushed and subdued to silence by
the sublimity of the scene. The
moon shone in her most dazzling
splendor, and the majesty and
power of God seemed to pervade
all nature."
Then, in a most matter of fact
manner, he described what came
next, ". . . Mrs. Bowler [wife of
the Exchange Hotel manager] and
Facunda [Kate's maid from Santa
Fe who had accompanied her to
Salem] laid out the corpse . . .
it was put into a metallic coffin
and sealed up . . . . John had been
very prudent and discreet-had
prepared for any emergency . . •
all were struck with surprise
when he went to a wagon and took
out a box marked 'private stores'
and disclosed a coffin.,,6 It was
obvious that Kingsbury had not
expected his wife to survive the
journey.
Kate was buried in the old
Masonic-Odd Fellows Cemetery
where the Scottish Rite Temple
stands today. When it was condemned near the turn of the century all the burials which could
be located were moved to either
National, Odd Fellow, orFairview
cemeteries.
John Kingsbury closed out his
business in Santa Fe in May 1861,
when he left permanently, little
knowing that the discovery of his
wife's tombstone many years later would puzzle researchers.
Now, thanks to a friendly network
of historians, each with a little

piece of the story, Santa Fe knows
about another of its earliest women pioneers of the Santa Fe
Trail.
NOTES
1.

2.

3.
4.
5.
6.

For a more comprehensive account of Kate
KingSbury's life. see Jane Lenz Elder and David
J. Weber, "WIthout a Murmur. The Death of
Kate KIngsbury on the Santa Fe Trail; The
Mexican Road: Trade, Travel, and Confrontation
on the Santa Fe Trail. ed. Mark L. Gardner
(Manhattan: Sunflower University Press, 1989),
98-105.
Marian Meyer, "100 Years of Area History Engraved on Tombstones; Albuquerque Journal
North, 8 June 1985, 6-7.
U.S. Census Records. New Mexico Territory,
Santa Fe County. 1860.
Kate Kingsbury Obituary, Santa Fe Gazene.
20 June 1857.
Santa Fe Gazene. 20 June 1857.
Ralph Paul Bieber. The Papers of James J.
Webb. Santa Fe Merchant. 1844-1861. Reprint,
WaShington University Studies. Vol. XI, HumaniStic Series. No.2, 290.
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-LETIER5Editor:
I was surprised to read in the
latest WT that someone thought
the publication was too long. You
can be assured that at least one
of the recipients reads every
word and even reads some articles more than once. Keep up the
good work.
Joanne VanCoevern
4773 N. Wasserman Way
Salina, KS 67401
Thanks to your kind words and
several similar letters, I agreed
to keep working at it. I just hope

no one expects more next year
when I am scheduled to start getting paid for doing this.
Editor
Editor:

Wagon Tracks has a real impact
in filling the goals of the SFTA.
Should WT be readily available to
libraries in small communities?
Perhaps a library subscription
rate that does not require membership would make it available to
small libraries along the Trail.
Virginia Lee Fisher
Arrow Rock, MO 65320
It has been the policy of SFTA
from the beginning, announced in
the second issue of WT, to provide a free subscription to any
pubic library along the Trail on
request. Among those receiving
this service are the libraries at
the staiehistorical societies in
Trail states and the Library of
Congress. Library memberships
are welcome, and we have a few,
but any library that wishes to
receive WT need only send a
request. This does not include
back issues, for which there is
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a charge of $1.00 per copy. An
exception was made for the new
library at the National Frontier
Trails Center; see next letter.
Editor
Editor:
Thank you for donating the back
issues of Wagon Tracks. They
will be informative for future researchers and assist me ingaining knowledge about your organization. We are preparing a bibliography of trail publications
which we hope eventually to have
in our library. When it is completed I will send your organization
a copy. Any help you could provide in lining up possible donors
would be of great assistance.
Gerald A. Motsinger, Archivist
National Frontier Trails Center
318 West Pacific
Independence, MO 64050
Editor:
Thank you for your assistance
in obtaining a copy of Three
Roads to Chihuahua and for
delivery of the back issues of Wagon Tracks for which I enclose
payment. We have been interested in the history of the American
West for years and, as a bookseller, I provide the numerous
Western fans in Germany with
books on the subject. As you
request, I will later write something for Wagon Tracks aboutmy
interests in the West.
Hermann and Hanna Bender
Schaumburger Strasse 93
D-6230 Frankfurt Am Main 80
Germany
Editor:
Kansas once had a law that
specifically protected the 96 DAR
markers along the Trail in the
state.~oday, according to Larry
Jochims of the Kansas State Historical Society, these monuments
"have the same protection against
vandals that all markers have.
This, of course, is good only when
enforced." jochims enclosed a
study that was completed by William and Ora Baker in 1982which
includes descriptions and maps
of the existing DAR markers and
cites changes in location that
have occurred. This report would
be helpful for anyone wanting to
locate the markers in Kansas.
Chuck Olmstead
505 West 8th
Junction City, KS 66411
Editor:
The "missing" issues of Wagon
Trac1<s, which failed to follow me
when I moved, have arrived.
Thank you. I recently returned
from a great three-day trip to

southwestern Kansas and the Oklahoma panhandle. I was able to
visit the inscriptions at Cold
Spring and camped one night at
MidClle Spring. I wish I had had
one of the "missing" Wagon
Tracks, though, because I was
under the impression that Wagonbed Spring was well-nigh inaccessible and did not even try to
go there! Oh, well, it gives me a
good excuse to go back.
James H. Knipmeyer
732 SE 10th Terrace
Lee's Summit, MO 64081
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CONVERSE OF THE
PRAIRIES
-BOOK NOTICES-

Thomas E. Chavez, Manuel Alvarez, 1794-1856: A Southwestern
Biography. Niwot, CO: University
Press of Colorado, 1990. PI'. x +
243. lllus ..maps, notes, bibliog..
index. Cloth, $24.95, plus $1.75
shipping for first copy and $.75
for each additional copy. Order
from Uni versity Press of Colorado,
P. O. Box 849, Niwot, CO 80544.
To paraphrase an old saw, every
student of the Southwest has
heard of Manuel Alvarez but no
one knows anything about him.
This brilliant "life and times" biography by Tom Chavez, Director of
the Palace of the Governors Museum in Santa Fe, changes all
that. This was no easy task, for
Alvarez kept a low profile in many
endeavors. A native of Spain and
fluent in three languages (Spanish, French, and English). he was
a major figure in New Mexico before, during, and after the Mexican War.
Alvarez was a successful merchant heavily involved in the Santa Fe trade (he traveled the Trail
in 1824 and several times thereafter) and merchandising in Santa
Fe, an honest businessman highly
respected by Hispanos and Anglos alike. He served as U.S. Consul in Santa Fe before the Mexican
War, protecting the interests of
Anglo foreigners. After the war, he
helped protect the interests of Hispanic citizens under U.S. military rule. He was a leader of the
statehood party in New Mexico,
which was defeated in 1850.
Alvarez exhibited an enlightened
sense of justice and fair play, and
he was a model of "intellect and

dignity."
For too long the many contributions' of Alvarez have been overlooked. This thoroughly researched and finely cra fted narrati ve,
along with Chavez's Conflict and
Acculturation: Manuel Alvarez's
1842 Memorial (see review in
Feb. 1990 WT, pp. 6-7), sets the
record straight on one of the
remarkable characters in the chaotic Southwest of the 1820s1850s. Chavez demonstrates rare
understanding of the complex and
changing social, cultural, and
political atmosphere in New Mexico within which the diplomatic
Al varez maneuvered most of his
adult life. Highly recommended to
all serious students of the Trail,
New Mexico, and human nature.

TRAIL FAIR BOOTH
Pat Heath and Linda Peters of Lakin, KS, had a successful booth
at the Kearny County Fair. They
set up a display with emphasis
on seven people prominent on the
Trail. Many membership applications,
maps,
current events
calendars, and various other materials were handed out. Numerous Trail-related materials were
sold. This is the third year for the
both and the two women feel they
are making more and more people
aware of the Santa Fe Trail.

BCCC TRAIL TRIPS
AVAILABLE THIS FALL
Barton County Community College, Great Bend, KS, will sponsor
two trips on the Trail for college
credit. The first, Traveling the
Trail: Council Grove to Little Cow
Creek, is offered September 1416, 1990. The second, Traveling
the Trail: Cow Creek to Point of
Rocks, is scheduled for October
5-7. For additional information
and to enroll, contact Elaine Simmons, BCCC, RR 3, Great Bend, KS
67530 (316) 792-2701 ext. 214.

PARK BOARD JOINS
RICE-TREMONTI EFFORT
The Raytown, MO, Park Board has
offered to pay halfthe balance on
the Rice-Tremonti Home, provided the Friends of the RiceTremonti Home Association can
raise the other half. Each will
need to come up with $126,000 to
secure the historic property,
which wi 11 become part of the Raytown park system. Send contributions to Friends ofRice-Tremonti
Home Association, 7113 Harecliff
Dr.. Kansas City, MO 64133.
<J
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CIMARRON NATIONAL
GRASSLAND
by L. V. Withee
[L. V. Withee, Manhattan, KS, is
emeritus professor of agronomy at Kansas State University.
He has a special interest in the
grasslands and the Trai1.]
The Cimarron Route of the Santa
Fe Trail passes through the Cimarron National Grassland in Stevens
and Morton counties in southwestern Kansas. Nearby are four
other national grasslands in Colorado, Oklahoma, Texas, and New
Mexico. These grasslands are not
relic areas of the original plains
vegetation, as might at first be
supposed, but are areas that at
one time were in private ownership used for crop and livestock
production. Commencing in 1935,
during the dust bowl disaster,
these areas were purchased by
the federa I government and reestablished to grass which, under
the circumstances of those times,
was a daunting task.
A good part of the allure of the
Santa Fe Trail was its passage
over the prairies and plains. Susan Shelby Magoffin, celebrated
diarist of the Trail, said in her
first journal entry, "Now the Prairie Life begins!" And in the same
entry she told of her satisfaction
upon leaving the edge of the last
woods" . . . my eyes were unable
to satiate their longing for the
sight of the wide spreading
plains." There is considerable interest in preserving a portion of
the remaining tall grass prairie,
typical areas of which are on the
uplands near Council Grove. A Nationa I Tall Grass Prairie Park has
been proposed to be located in the
Flint Hills of Kansas or the Osage
Hills of Oklahoma, but this has
not been politically feasible.
Grasslands along the route ofthe
Santa Fe Trail had, at the time of
their origin in the thirties, quite
a different purpose than a national park would have today.
With reference to the Trail the
Cimarron National Grassland extends from 18 miles east of Middle
Spring to the Colorado state line,
eight miles westof Middle Spring.
Topographically the area consists mostly of sandy lands of
characteristically hummocky appearance and breaks along the
Cimarron River. The area was so
devastated by wind erosion during the dust bowl days that it was
recognized that the land was not
suitable for continued intensive
use. With support of local land
owners, some of whom were aban-

doning their fanns because of the
economic and environmental conditions of the time, the federal
government began purchasingthe
land and created what was initially called a Land Use Project managed by the Soil Conservation
Service. Later, in 1954, it was
renamed a National Grassland and
transferred to the ForestService.
The Soil Conservation Service,
newly created at the time, initiated the project whose primary goal
was to stabilize the area against
soil blowing. It was a monumental
task for which there were no
guidelines. Not only were cultivated
fields
eroding
but
adjacent range lands were eroding also. The range had been overgrazed for years and the drought
further reduced what native vegetation there was. The exposed
sandy soils were easily dislodged by the wind and the blowing
sand particles abraded the surrounding vegetation; consequently the barren areas enlarged as
the vegetation was killed, creating what were called blowouts.
The land was purchased over a
period of seven years starting the
1935 and eventually there were
108,175 acres, 169 square miles.
Most the land is adjacent to the
Cimarron River in a contiguous
band with some in smalleroutlying tracts. One-third of the purchased area had been crop land
and the rest range. The process
of reducing soil blowing and establishing some sort of vegetation to protect the surface called
for a great deal of innovation, improvisation, and perseverance.
Establishing perennial grass on
acti vely eroding dunes and sandy
lands in an arid climate where the
year-round average wind velocity
is the highest in the interior of
the country is quite different than
planting a backyard lawn. Additionally. much of the work was
done during World War II when resources and labor were scarce.
The first objecti ve was to stabilize the area against soil blowing
and grow something to protect the
surface. This was accomplished
by ridging the fields using listers
pulled by crawler tractors and
planting forage sorghum. It took
five years to reduce the blow area
to less than 1000 acres and allow
attention to be devoted to seeding
permanent grass. It made good
sense to reestablish the native
grasses, but it is important to
realize that the task had never
been done before, anywhere.
There were many problems: what
species to use, in mixtures or in

pure stands, where to obtain seed
in the quantities required, when
to plant, at what seeding rate.
how to prepare the seed bed, and
how to plant the seed? None of
these questions had been asked
before. Little was known about
seed production by native grasses: how much could be produced,
how to harvest, how to clean and
store it. what was its gennination
and viability? Nobody knew. Consider just the problem of the quantity of seed. There was no commercial source of native grass
seeds because there was no market for them. Nobody planted native grasses. Croplands of the
plains had really only just been
broken from grass; in fact, the
process was not complete. So
seed was obtained from relic
areas along railroad rights-ofway, country school yards. cemeteries. and ungrazed pastures and
meadows, both locally and more
distant,
wherever
available.
Eventually seed was obtained
from fields of grass established
and managed on the project for
that purpose.
Seeds of the native bluestem
and grama grasses are tiny; pure
seed of little bluestem contains
255,000 seeds per pound. However. what is harvested from the
field is not pure seed but entire
spikelets which in aggregate
forms is a fluffy. trashy mass of
material which requires processing to produce seed that will flow
through a grass drill. Even
processed seed requires drills
with mechanical features that
will plant light, chaffy seed. Today the production of nati ve grass
seed is a commercial venture and
grass drills for planting them are
available.
Persistence and ingenuity paid
off and effecti ve methods of dealing with the many problems were
worked out. The best time of
planting was in February and
March. Planting with a drill with
specially designed seed boxes
and depth control bands on the
furrow openers was the most
effective procedure. Aerial seeding would have saved money and
time but did not work. Best stands
of grass were obtained when
planted into the standing stubble
of a forage sorghum crop grown
the previous year and managed for
that purpose. For native grasses
15 to 20 pure live seeds per
square foot were adequate and if
30 percent of the seeds produced
seedlings the resulting stands
were considered excellent; however, excellent stands in practice
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were rare events. Seeds of local
origin or of proven adaptability
were found best.
Once established the grass was
managed to maintain or improve
its productivity consistent with
the primary goal of the project,
erosion control, and the secondary goal of economical use. Old
fences were removed and new
ones built to distribute cattle
grazing into management units;
new water wells also were installed to aid distribution. A grazing
association was organized and
grazing leases made to local people. Stocking rates and grazing
season were regulated by the association. These physical and institutional arrangements accomplished the third objective which
was to contribute to the permanent agricultural economy of the
area.
The techniques and methods of
regrassing
unfavorable
sites
developed at Cimarron National
Grassland and the other grasslands was pioneering work. Today
the techniques developed are
widely used on croplands placed
in conservation reserve programs, and in revegetation ofreclaimed strip mines, highway
rights-of-way, airports, and other disturbed areas.
Remarkably, several miles of
the ruts of the Trail within the
grassland have not been removed
by erosion, covered by blowing
soil, or erased by local traffic.
They may be seen along a selfguided auto tour of the grassland,
as can the important Trail landmarks of Middle Spring and Point
of Rocks. More infonnation about
camping, hiking, and wildlife observation may be obtained by
writing to the Forest Service, P.O.
Box J, Elkhart, KS 67950.

$5.00
BEST WESTERN
BENT'S FORT INN
East Highway 50
Las Animas, CO 81054
(719) 456-0011
Quarter up at Bent's
Fort Inn on the SFT
and visit
Bent's Old Fort
Boggsville
Zebulon Pike Sighting
Kit Carson Museum
Kit Carson Chapel
Present this coupon for
$5.00 room discount

THE DRY ROUTE OF THE SANTA FE TRAIL
by David K. Clapsaddle
[Dr. Clapsaddle recently directed the marking of the FortHays-

Fort Dodge Trail and is presently
overseeing the marking of the
Dry Route. He leads tours on the
Trail, sponsored by Great Bend
Community Col1ege, and is a frequent living-history volunteer
at Fort Larned National Historic
Site. His article, "The Fort H aysFort Dodge Road" is scheduled
for publication in the Summer
1991 Kansas History Magazine.]
"By the way, there is a road
across the upland known as the
'Dry Road.' It is even shorter than
the road down the river which has
been called the 'Water Road,' but
the 'Dry Road' is always avoided
by the oxen caravans, and usually
by the mule caravans, too, because of the lack of water."
H. B. Mollhausen, 1858

Prior to reaching the 60 miles of
waterless trek on the Cimarron
Route between the Arkansas and
Cimarron rivers (a stretch sometimes known as the Cimarron Desert and Jornada), Santa Fe Trail
travelers going to New Mexico had
the option of following another
route similar in length and aridity. That Dry Route, so called for
the lack of water along its course,
ran between a point about a mile
southwest of Ash Creek Crossing
(west of Pawnee Rock and northeast of present Larned, KS) to a
point just east of the site of Fort
Dodge. The same two points were
connected by the older Wet Route
of the Trail which followed the Arkansas River to its south bend
near present-day Ford, KS, before
turning west to rejoin with the Dry
Route near Fort Dodge. At a later
date, an alternate road on the Wet
Route
was
developed
from
present-day Dundee, KS, to the
Pawnee Fork Crossing near present Larned. 1
The Wet Route was apparently
used by early travelers and
freighters, and the exact date for
the opening of the Dry Route has
not been found. The 1825 Sibley
survey party recorded the Wet
Route. References to the Dry Route
appeared in the 1830s. Running
approximately parallel to each
other, the Dry and Wet routes were
separated by a distance of up to
ten miles. Because of the direct
course taken by the Dry Route, it
was several miles shorter than
the Wet Route which followed
more closely the course of the Arkansas River.

The described difference in the
lengths of these two routes varied
from source to source. An unidentified officer (believed to have
been 2nd Lt. William D. Whipple)
who accompanied Bvt. Maj. Enoch
Steen on his 1852 trip to New Mexico reported that the Dry Route
saved about 10 or 11 miles. Capt.
William J. Lyster, commanding
officer at Fort Larned, reported
that his 1877 odometer readings
indicated the WetRoutetobe8.16
miles longer than the Dry Route.
Robert Wright put the difference
at 15 miles. 2 Such disparities
may have resulted from differing
points of origin. Captain Lyster,
for example, measured the distances on both routes between
Forts Larned and Dodge, which did
not include the distances east of
Larned.
Steen's
unidentified
scribe calculated his measurement from the Dry Route crossing
of Pawnee Fork.
Used sparingly by the caravans
because of the lack of water, the
Dry Route was used more by the
military and, later, by the mail
contractors. In 1833 Capt. William Wickliffe's command escorted a caravan to the Arkansas
Ri ver, then the northern boundary
of Mexican Terri tory. After losing
their way along the Dry Route,
Wickliffe and the caravan finally
arrived at the Lower Crossing of
the Arkansas. From there the caravan, led by Charles Bent, continued on to Santa Fe, and Wickliffe's troopers returned to Fort
Leavenworth. Ten years later
Capt. Philip St. George Cooke was
sent with 190 men to escort a caravan of American and Mexican wagons. On June 25,1843, the escort
and caravan crossed Walnut
Creek and continued past Pawnee
Fork on the Dry Route. On June 29
they camped near the western terminus of the dry trai 1. The following day Captain Cooke's forces
disarmed 107 Texans under the
command of Jacob Snively who
had entered United States territory to raid Mexican caravans. 3
In July 1846 the Magoffin trading party camped with Gen. Stephen Watts Kearny's Army of the
West at Pawnee Fork. While the
main body of soldiers and civilians took the Wet Route, the
Magoffins, along with other civilians and 20 government wagons,
were allowed to travel the Dry
Route. In her July 11 diary entry
Susan Magoffin wrote: "We are to
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go byour~elvesacross the prairie
with little wood and perhaps no
water, as is most generally the
case at this point of the road.,,4
In 1847 Solomon Houck's eastbound party met Lt. John Love's
First Dragoons on the "bl uff road,"
another name for the Dry Route.
Such a designation is in keeping
with Mollhausen's 1858 observation: "By the way, there is a road
across the upland known as the
'Dry Road. ," Robert Wright stated,
''The dry route came across the divide from Fort Larned. ,,5
The Dry Route experienced a
marked increase in traffic with
the initiation of the mail service
between Independence and Santa
Fe in 1850 by Waldo, Hall&Company. Steen's unidentified diarist, describing the Dry Route in
1852, wrote: "The Santa Fe mail
riders, it is understood, always
take this dry route.,,6
One of the most notable events
along the Dry Route occurred in
conjunction with a mail party conducted by Michael Smith in 1859.
On September 24, Smith's party,
escorted by Lt. Elmer Otis and
thirty troopers, arrived at Pawnee
Fork. After pasturing the mules,
the mail party resumed travel.
unescorted, on the Dry Route. A
few miles out, 15 Kiowas rode out
of a ravine and demanded sugar
and crackers. Upon complying
with the demands, Smith and this
brother Lawrence were shot. A
third mail company employee,
William Cole. was wounded but
escaped through tall grass. The
next morning Cole made his way
back to Pawnee Fork where he
found Otis and his men still in
camp.
Returning to the scene of the attack with Cole, Otis and his men
buried the Smith brothers and
recovered the mail. J ames Brice
later identified the location of the
attack as Jones Point, 2.5 miles
southeast of Fort Larned. At this
site. Sawmill Creek still wanders
across the prairie. Undoubtedly,
this little stream was the ravine
in which the Kiowas were hiding
prior to the attackJ
Much of the Dry Route can still
be identified. From the location
near Ash Creek where the Trail
split, the Dry Route went southwest 3.5 miles to the site of the
present Larned Cemetery, where a
number of distinct ruts can be observed heading toward Pawnee
Fork about one mile farther south-

west. At Pawnee Fork, on the Larned State Hospital grounds, a DAR
marker identifies a pronounced
cutdown leading to the river channel. Prior to the establishment of
Fort Lamed, the Dry Route went
directly to the southwest from
this crossing.
About one-fourth mile south of
the crossing was Boyd's Ranche.
originally established at the Pawnee Fork Crossing on the Wet
Route in 1864 by Samuel Parker.
In 1865 Parker abandoned that
location and moved upstream to
the crossing on the Dry Route
where he built a second ranche.
Parker later sold the ranche to
partners Draight and Wagginer.
Wagginer bought out Draight' s interest and continued to operate
the little enterprise through 1867
when Indians raided the ranch,
burning the buildings and driving
off the livestock. s
The following year, 1868, A. H.
Boyd purchased the burned-out
remains and built a complex of
buildings, including a 20 x 40foot sod house which served as
store, saloon. and brothel. Boyd
also constructed a toll bridge at
the nearby crossing. The bridge
was destroyed by flood waters in
1869, and the ranche continued in
operation through 1872. With the
coming of the railroad, the need
for such establishments ceased,
and the ranche was converted to
a family farm. 9
No physical evidence of the
ranche remains. The site, located
on Larned State Hospital property, has been removed from cultivation by the Kansas State Historical Society for future excavation. Visitors to the area can
readily identify the location by
the weed growth in the staked off
area in an otherwise cultivated
field.
Corresponding with the date of
the Smith brothers' death was the
establishment of a mail station on
Pawnee Fork. On September 22.
1859, William Butze and a crew
of men arrived to construct a station for Hall and Porter, successors to Waldo, Hall & Company.
The location of the mail station,
excavated by archaeologists in
1972, was approximately 2.75
miles west of the Dry Route crossing. on the south side of the ri ver.
In November 1859 a post office
named Pawnee Fork was established at the mail station. Butze
was appointed postmaster. The
mail station site, identified by a
simple marker, is included in a
walking tour of Fort Larned National Historic Site. 1o

Also in November of 1859, 75
troopers of Company K. 1st Cavalry, under the command of Capt.
George H. Stewart and Lt. David
Bell arrived to establish Camp on
Pawnee Fork and protect the mail
station. The name of the little
post was changed to Camp Alert
on February I, 1860, and the following May it became Fort Larned.
In June 1861 the post was relocated one-fourth mi Ie to the southwest of its original site. Theodore
Weichselbaum
recalled
Camp
Alert as being "right across the
timbered ravine, northeast of
where they were building Fort Larned." Such a location would have
been near the mail station. Just
east of the mail station, a bridge
was constructed across the Pawnee during the winter of 1859-60
by Butze and Captain Bell. The
bridge, according to RobertPeck,
was a private enterprise forwhich
Butze and Bell were never paid.
Lt. J. E. B. Stuart spoke of the
bridge in his 1860 diary and described Camp Alert as being on the
west bank above the bridge. His
description confirms Weichselbaum's statement concerning the
site of Camp Alert. 11
With the establishment of the
mail station and post office, the
Dry Route. which originally went
southwest from the crossing three
miles
down
river,
changed
course. A new road developed on
the south side from the crossing
of the ri ver to the mail station.
From this point the Dry Route continued southwest one-fourth mile
to Fort Lamed, skirted the southea st comer of the parade grounds,
and proceeded to the southwest. 12
In 1864 the bridge built by Butze
and Bell was burned by the
Kiowas. The crossing continued
to be used in the absence of the
bridge. Faint evidence of the
crossing can be observed on the
south bank of the Pawnee. 13
In 1866 the post office was
moved from the mail station to
Fort Larned. Needing a more direct
route to the new post office, the
stage company developed a road
which ran from the eastern terminus of the Dry Route near Ash Creek
to Pawnee Fork. Lt. M. R. Brown,
engineer with the 1867 Hancock
Expedition, designated this the
Santa Fe Stage Route. Captain
Lyster spoke of it as the Dry Route
to Zarah. Following the north side
of the river westward, the new
trail branched southwest at the
site of the Butze and Be 11 bri dge
to connect with the road on the
south side of the Pawnee before
continuing westward through the
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present roadside park at Fort Larned National Historic Site. Here
a DAR marker accurately marks the
route. 14
From this location the new road
proceeded to the west side of the
post where it crossed the Pawnee
at the sutler's store which also
served as the post office. The site
of the sutler's store, appropriately marked like that of the mail station, is included in the walking
tour of the Fort Lamed National
Historic Site. From the sutler's
store the Dry Route went to the
southwest. 15
The Dry Route should not be confused with the military road which
left the Dry Route about one mile
from the post and turned south to
merge with the Wet Route atCoon
Creek one mile southwest of present Garfield, KS. Capt. Lyster reported "it was customary for all
ox trains going west from Fort Larned to take the wet trail via Coon
Creek Crossing, except after unusually heavy rain, when water
could be found in holes and
ravines usually dry." Approximately 3.5 miles southwest of
Fort Lamed a series of pronounced ruts from the military road are
being preserved by the National
Park Service in a 44-acre tract untouched by culti vation. Six mi les
to the south, on the north bank
of Coon Creek, are several cutdowns in line with those ruts.
One-eighth mile south of Coon
Creek four distinct ruts of the Wet
Route continue as extensions of
the cutdowns on the north bank. 16
The Dry Route continued southwest from Fort Larned. Approximately five miles from the post
a single rut of this route remains,
even though the area has been
cultivated for many years. Four
miles farther southwest. the Dry
Route reached Rock Hollow. one
of several stage stops. Undisturbed by cultivation, this site retains much of its historical integrity and two short lengths of ruts
remain. The Dry Route crossed Big
Coon Creek approximately 15
miles farther southwest. Trader
Franz Huning reported that water
could be found on rare occasions
at Coon Creek. Capt. Lyster
indicated that Big Coon Creek was
the only source of water on the
Dry Route except for some holes
on Little Coon Creek some twenty
miles away.17
In November 1853 a mail party
conducted by Francis Boothe met
near disaster at the Big Coon
Creek Crossing when runaway
mules overturned a wagon in the
creek bed spilling out four pas-

sengers, among whom was U. S.
Attorney for Territory of New Mexico Wm. W. H. Davis. In 1863 M.
Contrill Company added two stage
stations between Forts Larned
and Lyon. Constructed of adobe,
measuring 40 x 80 feet, the stations boasted walls nine feet high
and two feet thick. One of the stations was established at the site
of old Fort Atkinson west of present Dodge City. Historian Morris
Taylor opined the other was constructed at Big Coon Creek. 18 In
September 1867 Indians raided
the Coon Creek Station, dri ving off
seven mules. Robert Wright reported that in 1868 a small fort
was located at Big Coon Creek garrisoned by a sergeant and ten
troopers. Wright described the
fort as being constructed of sod
with a heavy clay roof and port
holes all around. By the time of
Wright's report, the stage line
was discontinued on the Dry
Route. Perhaps the army occupied
the station following its abandonment by the stage company. At the
Coon Creek Crossing deep cutdowns are yet in evidence on both
side of the stream. According to
Jack Montgomery of Kinsley, Kansas, a DAR marker placed at this
site was removed in the early
1950s. Montgomery also recalled
his father speaking of some sod
walls still standing about onefourth mile southwest of the
crossing as late as 1885. 19
Three miles southwest of the
crossing U.S. Highway 156 presently crosses the Dry Route at
the little railroad stop named
Ardell. West of Ardell one-half
mile there is a DAR marker. The
marker originally set one-half
mile to the east near the Ardell
elevator. 20
Five miles farther southwest
was Dinner Station, a stop that appears to have been used for a
limited period. Cultivation has
destroyed all evidence of the
Trail in the area. Another five
miles to the southwest a profusion of ruts run one-half mile
across a pasture. Three miles
from there, eight miles from Dinner Station, was another stop called Arroyo Blanco. This site,
never cultivated, boasts two pronounced ruts. Only one mile farther the Dry Route can be identified by ruts on both sides of the
road. Approximately two miles
southwest a DAR monument marks
the route just one mile from Little
Coon Creek. At the crossing of this
creek William Carr Lane, returning east in 1853 from a disappointing year as governor of the

DISTANCES ON THE DRY ROUTE

(excerpts from published tables)
(all distances in miles)
From the Kansas Weekly Tribune,
Lawrence, January 25, 1866:
Walnut Creek to
Fort Larned
32
Rock Hollow
9
Big Coon Creek
15
Dinner Station
8
Arroyo Blanco
8
Little Coon Creek
4
Arkansas River
10
Adkin's Ranch [Fort Dodge]
1
From the Junction
August 4, 1866:
Fort Zarah to
Fort Larned
Roc k Hollow
Big Cook Creek
Aroyo Blanco
Little Coon Creek
Fort Dodge

City

Union,

31
9
15
16
4
11

Territory of New Mexico, observed
that the stream had been drained
dry by immense herds of buffalo.
This area has escaped the plow.
A number of cutdowns remain on
the south side of the creek. Physical evidence of the crossing on
the north bank has eroded away. 21
A DAR marker, 10.5 miles southwest of Little Coon Creek, identifies the location where the Dry
Route merged with the Wet Route
near the north bank of the Arkansas River. At the juncture of the
two routes was a large campground. Approximately one-half
mile to the west was Adkin's
Ranche, a stage station established in 1863 and destroyed by
Indians in 1864. In 1865 Fort
Dodge was established near the
site of the station. 22
In June 1866 the Union Pacific
Railroad, Eastern Division (UPRR,
ED), reached JunctionCitywhich,
in turn, became the new railhead
and the eastern terminus of the
Santa Fe Trail. On July 2, the Barlow Sanderson Company initiated
mail service from Junction City
along a new route through Fort Ellsworth south to Fort Zarah and
on to Fort Larned before continuing on the Dry Route to Fort Dodge.
This route eliminated stage service on the Santa Fe Trail at all
points east of Fort Zarah. By July
1867 a new railhead on the
UPRR,ED was established at Fort
Harker, and stage runs continued
three times per week to Fort Larned and beyond by way of the Dry
Route. Such traffic was short-14-

lived, however, and in October
1867 the UPRR,ED was in service
to Hays City. Within the month
mail and stage service was initiated to Fort Dodge on the newly
developed Fort Hays-Fort Dodge
Trail, and overland traffic on the
Dry Route came to an abrupt halt. 23
It had been a significant part of
the Trail network.
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WAGONBED SPRING
by Fern Bessire
[This is fifteenth in a series on
museums and historic sites along
the Trail. Fern Bessire is president of the Wagonbed Spring
Chapter of SFTA.J
"All day I've faced the barren
waste without the taste of water,
cool water."
Henry Standage, a private in the
Mormon Battalion trudging along
the Cimarron Route of the Santa
Fe Trail in 1846, could have written the lyrics for the song made
popular by the Sons of the Pioneers a century later, had he been
so inclined. His version reads.
"We traveled this day across one
of the most dreary deserts that
ever man saw. suffering much
from the intense heat of the sun
and for want of water. . . ."
There were many campgrounds
on the Trail more picturesque than
Lower Cimarron Spring (later called Wagonbed) but there wa s none
more vital to the early traders. For
those going to Santa Fe, it was
the first dependable wateringplace on the route after the caravans left the Arkansas River and
headed southwest. a distance of
about 60 miles. For mostofthose
miles. the Trail ran over flat prairie with no landmarks. a natural
roadbed, but one fraught with dangers. Mirages led travelers astray. It was easy to get lost where
everything looked the same in
every direction. and always there
was the possibility of Indian attack. Nevertheless. it was the
route used most by the traders before the Civil War. as it was the
shortest way to Santa Fe. During
the first 40 years of commercial
freighting on the Trail. most travelers were familiar w a n d probably thankful for Lower Cimarron
Spring.
The Lower Spring was at the tip
of the northernmost loop the
Cimarron River makes in its
course. approximately 13 miles
due south of present Ulysses,
Kansas. In the early days. especially before 1834. a compass
was helpful in locating it. as
there is no indication of a valley
until the seemingly-endless flats
drop down to the river rather
abruptly. The prairie north and
east of the Spring has never been
disturbed by the plow. only by
wind and flood. In early summer
the valley is a mosaic of wildflowers, appearing much as it
must have to the caravans. The
site now is isolated and lonely.
and it is still possible. with a

National Park Service Hstorian William E. Brown spins Trail tales for Luke
and Somer Bessire at Wagonbed Spring.

modicum of imagination. to stand
at the Spring. look up to the hills
to the flats. and hear the whooping and hollering and whipcracking that undoubtedly arose
with the teamsters' first sight of
the oasis.
There is no way of knowing how
far back into antiquity the Spring
was important to native Americans. Indian burials unearthed
by the wind storms of the 1930s
date back into the shadows. Turquoise beads in the area indicate
trade between Plains and Pueblo
Indians. It surely must have been
a stopping-place for some of the
Spanish expeditions which came
out onto the plains. Perhaps even
the disillusioned Francisco Vasquez ere Coronado drank its waters
on his return to the pueblos in
1541. Metal horse-bridle decorations used by the Spanish from
about 1500 into the 1700s have
been found nearby.
The earliest written description
of the Spring is that of Joseph C.
Brown. civil engineer with the
government survey of 1825. In his
field notes he wrote. It • • • the
spring is at the west edge of a
marsh green with bullrushes. The
marsh is north of the creek and
near it. The spring is constant.
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but the creek is sometimes dry untit you ascend it ten or twelve
miles. where it will be found running . . . . "
It is admittedly wishful thinking
to a scri be to Brown the ownership
of an old pocket compass inscribed U.S.C.E. found close to
the Spring. but it did belong to
someone. The Corps of Engineers
dates back to 1802. so Brown is
a long-shot possibility.
Josiah Gregg. in Commerce of
the Prairies. related several incidents which happened in the
valley or at the Spring. He tells
of one Indian encounter which had
an unpredictable result. Gregg's
first caravan overthe "dry scrape"
was made up largely of greenhorns who had not traveled the
route previously. and they could
not find Lower Spring. In addition
to being lost, they found a large
party of Indians gathering around
them, a possible threat to safety.
The traders determined to force
their way through the main body
of Indians. and marched in mititary ranks right toward the
Indians to the beat of a drum and
the piping of a fife. This amused
the Indians who. as Gregg said,
"seemed more delighted than
frightened." They even guided the

greenhorns to the Spring, then e scorted them onward until the
traders gave them gifts to get rid
of them..
Some years later, traders told of
a big battle at the Spring between
the Pawnees and Arapahoes. More
than seventy Pawnees were killed, and when the wagon train pulled in to the Spring ten days later,
the Arapahoes were still there.
They insisted that the traders
camp with them on the battleground and help celebrate, with
the dead bodies still lying where
they had fallen.
Located approximately halfway
between Missouri and Santa Fe
along the Trail, the campground
that developed around the Lower
Spring was a clearing house for
information between eastbound
and westbound caravans, with
accounts of weather conditions,
politics, and Indian activities being exchanged. Louise Barry's
comprehensive
volume,
The
Beginning of the West: Annals of
the Kansas Gateway to the American West. 1540-1854, provide&
evidence of numerous instances
of this camaraderie.
The tragic death of mountain
man and explorer J edediah Smith
in 1831 at the hands of the
Comanches is a story familiar to
most Trail buffs. There is. however, some controversy about the
route taken and the place of his
death, thanks largely to an "inflated and inaccurate" biography
written by Ezra D. Smith, greatnephew of Jedediah, and published in Kansas Historical Collections, Vol. 12. The primary
source, in this writer's opinion,
is the letter written by Jedediah's
brother to their father in 1831 and
quoted in Dale Morgan's jedediah
Smith and the Opening of the
West. The bottom line seems to
be that Smith was killed while trying to find Lower Spring after his
wagon train was without water for
three or four days. It is unfortunate that the Comanches did not
realize he was famous; they neglected to mark the spot.
No military post was established at Wagonbed Spring, but
hundreds of soldiers refreshed
themsel ves there from the start of
the Mexican War in 1846 until the
railroads replaced the wagon
road. The "jornada," as the dry
crossing between the Cimarron
and
Arkansas rivers became
known, was the shortest road from
Fort Leavenworth to the Southwest, and many of the troops and
supplies traveled it. The footsore
Mormon Battalion waited at the

Spring for much-needed supplies,
and one specific mention is made
that in 1847 six companies of men
and 84 wagons camped at the
Spring several days waiting for a
slower contingent. Army freighters carrying supplies to forts in
New Mexico continued passing
and camping at the Spring from
that time on.
In 1864, the bloodiest year ever
for Indian attacks all along the
Trail, fifteen men were killed near
the Spring within two weeks. General James H. Carleton, commanding the Departmen t of New Mexi co,
sent troops to several locations
that summer, stationing Major J 0seph Updegraff and 100men at the
Spring with rations for sixty days.
Bushels of lead balls and empty
cartridges have been found throughout the valley, some from army
weapons and some from the guns
of later buffalo hunters such as
Billy Dixon and Charley Rath who
reportedly headquartered at the
Spring.
There are at least four different
versions of how the Spring got its
modem name. One says that the
soldiers in 1846 put a spare wagonbed into the seeping spring to
clarify the water. The second
credits a party of travelers in
1847. A third maintains that it was
a party of miners on the way to
California gold fields in 1849, and
the fourth story is that cowboys
on the old Hardesty ranch put in
the first wagonbed about 1872. So
goes folklore.
Water in the arid high plains has
always been a treasure. and the
Spring provided good water as
long as it was needed by Trail
travelers. More recently, however, the great subterranean
"ocean" wa s tapped to irrigate the
natuJ'ally flat and fertile fields of
western Kansas, and the Spring
went dry. Cattle range around it
now as the buffalo did during Trail
days.
The importance of the Lower
Cimarron or Wagonbed Spring was
recognized in 1961 when it was
registered as a National Historic
Landmark. The Wagonbed Spring
Chapter of the Santa Fe Trail Association has fenced the site and
is attempting to preserve the famous waterhole as it is described
in early writings. The bed of a wagon has been installed and plans
are being developed to have water
there once again. Visitors are
welcome at the site south of
Ulysses. For further information
contact Fern Bessire, 403E. Pawnee, Ulysses, KS 67880 (316)
356-2242.
~
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CAMP TALES
-CHAPTER REPORTSCimarron Cutoff
A total of 29 members and 2
guests from Windsor, Ontario,
Canada. who are traveling the
Trail attended the quarterly meeting of the chapter at the Eklund
Hotel in Clayton, NM, the evening
of July 30. The program was presented by Alton R. Bryant, district
ranger of the Kiowa National
Grassland in New Mexico. The
Kiowa Grassland and the Union
County Historical Society are
cooperating to open a three-mile
stretch of the Santa Fe Trail on
the grassland north of Clayton to
public hiking, with a parking area
nearby.
A committee is working on a folder to contain brochures of the
four-county and four-state area
of the chapter for touri sts so they
will have information about the
region in one packet. Each of the
four county historical societies
represented in the chapter also
gave reports on activities. Following the program, those present
visited the historical museum in
Clayton. The next meeting wi 11 be
October 29 in Elkhart.

Texas Panhandle
No report received.

Wagonbed Spring
Ed White of Elkhart, a member
of both this and the Cimarron Cutoff Chapter. presented the program at the quarterly dinner meeting in Hugoton on July 12. He
showed maps and slides of the
Trail in the Point of Rock and Middle Spring area in Kansas and the
Camp Nichols area of the Oklahoma
anhandle. The aerial
photos were especially graphic
and his commentary was informative.
Mary Gamble reported on the May
31 SFTA board meeting, and Fern
Bessire reported on recent communications with the National
Park Service and the Kansas State
Historical Society. After discussion. members voted to call a special meeting after reports are
received from those agencies
concerning their visits to the
spring in June.
On June 6 an interpretive team
from the Southwest Regional Office, NPS, including John Conoboy, outdoor recreation planner,
William E. Brown, historian and
author of The Santa Fe Trail, Michael Paskowsky, interpretive
planner. and Shirley Wilt. audio-

visual specialist, visited the
site. On June 15 Ramon Powers,
executive director of the KSHS,
Topeka, and Martin Stein, KSHS
archeologist, walked the area. On
June 25 another interpreti ve team
from NPS included Steve Miller,
superintendent of Fort Scott, and
Jim David, acting superintendent
of Fort Lamed. Several chapter
members and landowner Jim Frederick had the opportunity to talk
with visiting officials.

Heart of the Flint Hills
The major activity of the chapter
was the Trail Ride, June 2-9. The
board of directors met June 19 to
discuss membership and the restoration of the historic bam near
the Trail east of Council Grove.
The chapter needs to raise additional money to match the $2,500
grant from the National Trust for
the feasibility study. Anyone
wishing to contribute may send
donations to the chapter, 130
West Main St., Council Grove, KS
66846.
The bam has been approved for
inclusion on the National Register
of Historic Places by the Kansas
Historic Sites Board of Review.
The feasibility study is being
prepared by David Emig and Associates and is expected to be
completed by November I, 1990.
The chapter will have the annual
meeting on October 14, 1990, at
the Charles Macy Ranch near Alta
Vista, KS. This will include a fivemile ride beginning at 1:30 p.m.
with a cookout at 5:30. The business meeting will begin at 7:00.
Three
directors
are
up for
election.
Chapter members recently assisted a representative of the DAR
in relocating one of the Trail markers at 142 Mile Creek in Lyon
County. Chuck and Joyce Noonan
ha ve found another DAR marker
tha t had been lost near Scranton.
We hope to help the DAR in the
relocation of it in the future. Our
membership now stands at 75. We
hope to get more people interested in the Trail with Wabaunsee
County included in our chapter.

End of the Trail
On May 19 the chapter conducted
the first of several area field trips
when 45 members donned hiking
boots, water jugs, and feed bags
and headed for La Bajada hill, an
escarpment and geographical barrier between Santa Fe and
Albuquerque along the Chihuahua
Trail of the Camino Real.
The fearless leader of the expedition was Dan Murphy of the

National Park Service. Besides
being a well informed field guide,
Dan is a born comedian and entertained the eager travelers with
many tales regarding previous expeditions and area sites. His analogies made the volcanic caprock
geography seem almost simple
-well
almost.
His
vivid
description of the Trail as it snaked its way across the remains
of a 1930s "modem" road gave
everyone a wholesome admiration
for the early men, women, and
children who braved the dangers
of this crossing.
Speaking of snakes, some people got their first glimpse of a real
live rattlesnake in the wilds. Other less challenging but no less
awesome sites observed were ancient native American petroglyphs and an area of powder slip
clay still used today by local
tribes' potters. At the top of La
Bajada (which means "the descent") there were partially legible signs painted on the volcanic
cliff walls advertising "tum ofthe
century" mechanic shops.
The next trip is planned for July,
when Mike Pitel will lead us along
wagon ruts still visible within
Santa Fe city limits. All SFTA
members in the region are invited
to join the chapter. Contact Mike
McDonald, 705 Paseo de Peralta,
Santa Fe, NM 87501.

Corazon De Los Caminos
No report received.

h

HOOF PRINTS
-TRAIL TIDBITSDan Holt has resigned his position as director of the National
Frontier Trails Center in Independence, MO, to become director of
the
Ei senhower
Li brary
in
Abilene, KS. We wish him well at
this new location not far from the
Santa Fe Trail, and we wish the
Center success in finding his
replacement.

expeditions
into the
transMississippi West in the 19th century. He recently traveled portions of the Santa FeTrail, shooting 25 rolls of film in six days,
for the lecture program he just
completed:
"Westward
with
Gunnison-from Fort Leavenworth
to the dry lake beds of western
Utah." He reported using Greg
Franzwa's maps to find his way.

• • • • •

The May 1990 issue of Missouri
Conservationist contains three
articles which may be of interest
to SFTAmembers: "Prairie and Forest," "Where the Buffalo Roamed,"
and "Rebuilding the Sea of Grass."
The magazine is published by the
Missouri Dept. of Conservation, P.
O. Box 180, Jefferson City, MO
65102, and subscriptions are $5
per year.

• • • • •
The June 1990 New Mexico Magazine contains an article by Marc
Simmons, "Call of the Canadian."
It tells the storyoftheriver,with
accompanying photos, and includes material about the Santa
Fe Trail.

• • • • •
The Boggsville Revitalization
Committee, Las Animas, CO, has
prepared a walkingtourofthe historic site. The brochure including
the map and identi fying more than
20 stops along the tour also gives
a brief historic background of
Boggsville. This allows visitors
to tour the area while restoration
is taking place.

• • • • •
SFTA board member Mark L. Gardnerwill participate in the 50th annual meeting of the American Association for State and Local History in Washington, D.C .. in September. He will serve on a panel
to discuss "Issues in Researching
and Interpreting Cultural Diversity in Historic Sites" at a session
on Sept. 8. Mark also plans todo
some Trail research at the National Archives and Library of Congress while in Washington.

• • • • •

• • • • •

The Museum of New Mexico
Foundation recently held a public
opening of the tile wall commemorating New Mexico's history. SFTA
and many of its members donated
funds for the tiles to help with
the library expansion project.
When you visit Santa Fe, be sure
to stop by the former city library
building at 120 Washington Ave.
and view the wall.

Historian Robert Heapes of Parker, CO, specializes in the botanical accomplishments of military

Mike McDonald. Santa Fe, has
been chosen to portray a Francis-

• • • • •

Once again Sunset Magazine is
showcasing the Santa Fe Trail.
This time the California-based
consumer monthly is trumpeting
Willard Chillcott's three-week
bicycle trek in the desert edition
of the September issue.
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• • • • •

can friar (in New Mexico only they
wore blue robes) in the religious
and historical season in Santa Fe
that lasts until the Fiesta Week
in mid-September. On June 24
McDonald marched in La Conquistadora Procession through the city streets, an event familiar to
Santa Fe traders.

• • • • •

The National Assembly of the
Order of Indian Wars will hold its
annual conference at Great Bend,
KS, September 20-22, 1990, with
visits to Fort Larned NHS, the Santa Fe Trail Center, and the site
of the Indian village destroyed by
the Hancock Expedition in 1867.
Speakers inclUde Gregory Urwin,
author of Custer Victorius, and
Don Castleberry, Midwest regional director, National Park Service,
Omaha. For a program, write Order
of Indian Wars, P. O. Box 7401,
Little Rock, AR 72217.

• • • • •

While this issue is at the printers your editor will be at the
Smithsonian Institution in Washington, D.C., attending a planning
meeting for a video feature on the
Santa
Fe Trail. If anything
develops you may read about it
in the next issue.

CHECK HIGHWAY SIGNS
AT STREAM CROSSINGS
by Virginia Lee Fisher

Tabo Creek, midway between Arrow Rock/Franklin and Independence was a major stream crossing for Santa Fe travelers. Before
1820 Adam Lightner had the first
ferry license for the crossing, and
my
great-grandfather
ferried
4gers there. In later years a
covered bridge there was an area
landmark. Can you imagine my
embarrassment last year when I
toured with National Park Service
staff in the area and found no sign
at the bridge over the creek? The
modem bridge is high above the
stream and today's travelers
would hardly notice the creek
below.
1
contacted
the
Missouri
Highway Department and called
their attention to the omission.
Now there is a sign so travelers
can locate Tabo Creek as they
drive on Highway 24 between Arrow Rock and Lexington.
Other SFTA members who 1i ve
along the Trail may want to check
the signing of their creek and
river crossings to be sure they are
marked. Everyone trying to follow
the old Trail will appreciate seeing the streams identified.
<J

HEZIKIAH BRAKE: AN ENGLISH BUTLER
TRIES HIS HAND FARMING AT FORT
UNION ON THE TRAIL, 1858-1861
by Michael L. Olsen

[SFTA member Michael Olsen is
professor of history at New
Mexico Highlands University,
Las Vegas. This article was presented at a special program at
Fort Union in June 1990.]

In the midst of a furious hailstorm
near Fort Union, New Mexico, early in the summer of 1858, a
strange apparition appeared. It
was a man riding in a buckboard
pulled by a teamofmules. Hewas
drenched to the skin and was
balancing a tin washtub on his
head. He was Hezikiah Brake,
whose life was even more unusual
than this incident might suggest.
Brake was an Englishman. He
had been a footman and a butler,
among other pursuits, in a number
of the houses of upperclass English merchants and lawyers. He
had immigrated to America, lived
on the east coast and in Minnesota, and now found himself in New
Mexico, fetched up like a piece
of driftwood that had bobbed
across the Great Plains and come
to rest at the foothills of the
Sangre de Cristo mountains. But
his being there then was more
than just a result of hi sown
decisions.
He was caught up in the forces
that had created commerce along
the Santa Fe Trail and had led to
the American invasion of 1846. He
was part of the fundamental economic changes following upon that
invasion and the establi shment of
United States Army posts in the
former Mexican territory. He had
come to New Mexico as a farmer,
hired by the sutler at Fort Union
to raise food for the soldiers stationed there and fodder for their
livestock.
When the Army of the West, commanded by Stephen Watts Kearny,
arrived in New Mexico in 1846, its
major concerns included the opposition it might encounter and
the terrain it mighthave to cross.
In addition, it faced a basic problem that has bedeviled armies and
their leaders for all time-food for
the soldiers' bellies.
As any competent conqueror has
known, armies have to bring their
food with them or obtain it from
the often luckless inhabitants
along the route. For Kearny this
initially meant depending on a
supply line of seven to nine hundred miles along the Santa Fe
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Trail. Then, once in New Mexico,
he had to attempt to buy food from
local Hispanic farmers and ranchers. He, and subsequent army
commanders in what came to be
New Mexico Territory, found that
freighting along the Trail was the
more reliable of these options,
despite the rigors and expense,
primarily because of the state of
agriculture in New Mexico.
The Hispanic agriculturalists of
New Mexico had little or no surplus food to sell to the American
army or anyone else forthatmatter.
Their communities were
small, scattered, and isolated.
They had been established on the
eastern side of the Sangre de Cristo mountains forabouthalf a century. San Miguel, on the Pecos,
had been founded in the 1 790s;
Las Vegas, on the Gallinas, in the
1830s. The people living in and
near these villages were for the
most part subsistence farmers.
They raised what they needed
from year to year and little more.
The world over, no farmers have
ever
been
completely
selfdependent. They always need to
trade for something, such as salt
or gunpowder or ceremonial religious paint. They barterwhat they
raise. How much surplus they
have depends not only on their
needs but on their location. The
more remote they are, the more
difficult it is to obtain anything
from the outside.
The population of northern New
Mexico had always been very
removed from any major centers
of population, power, or commerce. People there did have contact with Mexico along the trail
to Chihuahua, but few consumer
goods ever reached the poorer
members of that society by this
route. Beginning in the late 1700s
there also was sporadic contact
across the Grea t PI a ins, a trade
route that became well established and flourishing in the 1820s.
Travelers on the Santa Fe Trail
did depend somewhat on local
produce, once they reached Las
Vegas, but for the most part the
Trail caravans brought their own
supplies with them. No Trailoriented
economy
developed.
Consequently, when the Army of
the West arrived with thousands
of troopers and the army later established posts in such places as

Santa Fe, Las Vegas, and Fort
Union, there was at first nothing
to feed it. Almost immediately,
however, various individuals saw
economic opportunity in supplying food and fodder. The army
encouraged the development of
supplies through its contract system. It also opened post farms and
planted post gardens.
Two historians have thoroughly
chronicled the impact of the army
on the economy and the agriculture of New Mexico. Robert W.
Frazer's Forts and Supplies: The
Role of the Army in the Economy
of the Southwest, 1846-1861,
carries the story from the invasion to the outbreak of the Civil
War. Darlis Miller's Soldiers and
Settlers: Military Supply in the
Southwest, 1861-1885, extends it
through those years. After 1885
the impact of the army in the state
diminished until World War II.'
With specific reference to Fort
Union, the Santa Fe Trail, and
northeastern New Mexico, Frazer
and Miller investigated a variety
of ways in which the army changed the economy. Initially most
supplies had to be hauled from
Fort Leavenworth or suppliers in
Independence, Westport, or Kansas City. Much of that military
freighting was done on a contract
basis, with merchants, Anglo and
Hispanic, at both ends of the Santa Fe Trail involved.
These merchants hired muleskinners, herders, cooks, and
guards who were also native New
Mexicans or Anglos. At the army
posts there was work for civilians. In February 1863 the civilian force at Fort Union numbered
about 200; a little over a year later it had risen to more than 400.
While some of these people included skilled carpenters and mechanics from the East, laborers
also came from nearby communities and farms. Both men and women found employment. 2
These jobs injected cash into
the local economy. So did purchases of local produce by the
army or, more preci sely, purchases of produce by merchants
who had contracted with the army
for supplies. Some important
items in this trade included corn
for both human and animal consumption, wheat flour, and hay.
The army specified its needs,
which a merchant agreed to meet.
The merchant turned to local farmers, often indicating precisely
the type and amount of produce
to be raised. The merchants might
even be in the business of
processing the crops.

Ceran St. Vrain of Mora is perhaps the outstanding example. He
encouraged the production of
wheat, ground it at his mill in
Mora, and freighted it to army
posts throughout New Mexico Territory. Partly because of his activities and the central location
of Fort Union, San Miguel, Mora,
and Taos counties became the
premier agricultural counties of
New Mexico. In 1870 they raised
34% of the Territory's corn, 60%
of its wheat, and 74% of its oats.
Some of this produce came from
large, commercial farming operations established by emigrating
Anglos, like that of William
Kroenig. In 1867 he had 2,000 irrigated acres along the Mora River
at Watrous and produced more
wheat than any other farmer in
Mora County. But most of what the
army consumed came in small
amounts from local Hispanic farmers with farms of from twenty
to fifty acres. Their lives had
changed dramatically, for now
they raised crops for a cash market rather than for just their own
subsistence. 3
The army also tried raising food
and fodder. In 1851 Sec. of War
Charles M. Conrad instructed commanders at all permanent posts
throughout the U.S. to plant post
gardens. Additionally, in the
Western Dept., he ordered the
development of post farms. Col.
Edwin V. Sumner, commander of
the 9th Military Dept., carried out
these orders with disastrous and
expensive
consequences.
By
1853 the farm at Fort Union had
lost $13,000. 4
The post gardens sometimes did
better than the farms but also
faced problems. The procurement
of seeds often was difficult, and
few soldiers had experience gardening with the conditions found
in New Mexico, especially the
lack of precipitation and possibility of violent hailstorms. The
constant transfer of troops from
one station to another often took
soldiers away from their garden
during the growing season, leaving produce for others to enjoy.
The secretary of war attempted
to deal with the latter problem in
1853 with the following order: "If
in changes of station a company
or garrison is succeeded by
another, the latter succeeds to
the garden of the former, paying
to the fund of the former a proper
amount therefor. ,,5
The post garden at Fort Union often got rave reviews from visitors. William Carr Lane, territorial governor of New Mexico in the
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early 1850s, found pumpkins,
corn, berries, turnips, peas, parsnips, cabbage, okra, cucumbers,
radishes, beets, and potatoes
growing in the post garden. Potatoes often occasioned comment
because they were so small. Many
observers compared them to marbles; Lane said they were only the
size of musket balls, though they
tasted good. 6
In addition to the fresh produce
and other food which the army
might purcha se loca lly or ra i se on
its farms or post gardens, soldiers and their families might purchase canned or imported supplies. Their basic rations included primarily only bacon, beef,
beans, bread, molasses, vinegar,
sugar, salt, pepper, and coffee or
tea. For the "extras" that supplemented this diet and might mak.e
life a little more bearable, they
could turn to the post sutler.
Sutlers occupied an anomalous
position, being private purveyors
on military posts, where they
enjoyed a protected monopoly,
but also subject to various military regulations. 7 The name "sutler" was derived from a German
term used to refer to someone who
performs menial tasks or dirty
work. This derivation is an
indication of the ambivalent relationship army personnel had with
the post sutler. Customers appreciated the luxuries he made
available but expressed outrage
at what was perceived as rampant
price-gouging. 8
The secretary of war appointed
sutlers, who were then under the
administration of a post council
comprised of the senior officers
at the post. The council set prices
that the sutler could charge. For
the privilege of his monopoly at
the fort, the sutler had to pay a
set rate, not to exceed fifteen
cents per soldier assigned to the
post. The fund thus created was
used by the council for "good
works" at the post, such as aiding
indigent
widows,
supplying
books to the post school and library, or buying instruments for
the post band. 9
Official orders sometimes limited the amount soldiers could buy
from the sutler. At Fort Union in
1866, for example, unmarried
officers or officers with no family
living at the post could spend
strictly according to rank. Lieutenants could purchase $35.00
worth of goods a month, captains
$40.00 worth, and majors up to
$45.00. '0
From 1856 to 1859 George M.

Alexander was sutler at Fort
Union. He ,succeeded the estimable Ceran St. Vrain who had held
the
contract for about five
years. 11 Alexander's tenure as sutler seems to have been a smooth
one administratively, with only
one incident out of the ordinary.
In 1857 he complained to the commanding officer that the son of
Captain W. R. Shoemaker, commander of the Fort Union Ordnance
Depot (later arsenal) who considered himself and the depot outside the jurisdiction of the post
commander, was running his own
store on the post. The department
commander ordered that "the
unauthorized sutlers store be immediately closed."12 It was Alexander who brought Hezikiah Brake
to New Mexico and who set Brake
up on a farm on the Mora River.
Brake was to operate a dairy, keep
livestock, and raise fresh produce and other crops to supply the
sutler's store and other army
demands at Fort Union.
Brake, as indicated. was one of
those interesting and complex
characters who often turn up in
the history of the American West.
We know of him almost exclusively through his autobiography. On

Two Continents, A Long Life's Experience. published in Topeka,
Kansas. in 1896. The book was not
just a vanity publication; the man
certainly
had
a
life worth
recording.
Brake was born in Sherborne.
England. in 1814. His father deserted the family of six children
when Hezikiah was a teenager.
Brake then moved to London to
work in a livery stable owned by
an uncle. The "vicissitudes of fortune." as he might have put it in
his 19th-century style. hounded
him from one job to another. He
was a groom. a footman. a chauffeur. a nurse/companion. and a
butler. He married at the age of
32. He and his wife. who was
sometimes a cook and sometimes
a maid. saved diligently and emigrated in 1847. They operated
boarding houses and hotels in
Hamilton, Ontario, Richmond. Virginia. and New York City. then
went west to Minnesota to farm
near Fort Snelling in 1852. Failing
there, and nearly killed in a series of wintertime mi sadventures ,
they surfaced in St. Louis with an
adopted daughter in 1858.
Brake found no employment until
a chance encounter with George
Alexander, who was in St. Louis
to visit his mother and hire someone to manage his farm on the
Mora River. Brake traveled the

Santa Fe Trail with Alexander in
the spring of 1858 and remained
in New Mexico until March 1861.
His wife and daughter joined him
in June 1859. 13
The garrison at Fort Union at that
time occupied the quarters later
referred to as the "First Fort."This
site was about a mile from the present Fort Union National Monument
visitor's
center.
The
"Second Fort" was a hastily constructed earthworks thrown up
early in the Civil War. Construction of the adobe "Third Fort" was
begun during the Civil War and
completed soon thereafter. During
and after the war the "First Fort"
served mainly as the arsenal. During Brake's years in New Mexico
about 200 soldiers manned Fort
Union. 14
Alexander's farm was located
eight miles from Fort Union, ten
miles from the town of Mora. on
the Mora River where it is joined
by Coyote Creek. 15 Brake said it
encompassed four square miles.
A central hacienda-style adobe
dominated the farmyard. He was
impressed with its "fandango
room" which was 50 feet long and
15 feet wide. He also enjoyed the
views of the "snow-topped mountains" out the rear doors of the
house.
Brake's duties entailed roughly
four agricultural concerns. He
was to grow garden crops for sale
at the sutler's store. He was to
produce wheat, oats, and hay
which could be sold to the army.
He was to raise livestock. including pigs, dairy cattle. and a beef
herd. Finally. when possible he
was to process the farm's output.
making cheese and butter for
example. One reason his wife
came west was to manage the
dairy.
Brake had varying success with
these operations. His first love
seems to have been his garden.
Almost as soon as he arrived he
constructed hot beds in the central patio of the hacienda. This
phase of his gardening operation
was productive. He eventually
had, as he put it. "a large amount
of materials for salads," including peppergrass, onions, and lettuce. 16 Unfortunately, he lost it
all in a hailstorm as he was
delivering it to the sutler's store
at Fort Union. This was when the
tin tub carrying the greens came
in so handy. Years la ter. when he
wrote of the incident. the shock
at the violence of New Mexico
hailstorms was still evident. He
recalled that lithe morning was
clear and bright, with no sign of
-20-

wind or storm, but before I was
halfway to the Fort a fearfullooking black cloud obscured the
firmament, and hailstones began
to fall about me. I was four miles
from shelter, and the mules plunged frightfully. The cloud made
the a ir almost dark and from it fell
the most fearful torrents of rain,
mixed with the largest hailstones
I ever saw. With one hand I tried
to hold the rearing team, and with
the other caught the tub, turned
out the green stuff, and put the
inverted vessel over my head. I
had to zigzag about on the prairie
in order to save the mules . . . .
My green stuff was all lost or
spoiled. and my labor and my first
prospecti ve ten dollars were
floating around on the prairie in
a new kind of soup. to my own
regret and that of the ladies of
the Fort." H
Brake had better luck with cauliflower and cabbage, which he nursed as seedlings in his hotbeds,
then set out in his garden. The
first season he had 1,000 cabbage
and 500 cauliflower plants. In at
least two of the three years he
was on the farm, he made the cabbage into sauerkraut which he
sold at a dollar a gallon to the
commissary at Fort Union, and he
sold the cauliflower to Terri tori a I
Governor Abraham Rencher in Santa Fe, at fifty cents a head.
A crew of from five to ten men,
depending on the season, worked
under Brake's direction on the
farm. Some of these men had families and lived on the premises.
Others came from nearby farms or
villages or drifted through the
area, stopping for a year or two.
Alexander also assigned a slave
he owned as chief cattle herder
under Brake. Later, atBrake's insistence, the slave was sold for
$2,000. Brake had great difficulty
working with the employees on
the farm, partly because of cultural differences which he seemed
unable to bridge, and partly
because of his own expectations
of the amount of work that should
be accomplished. Brake presented himself as an equitable man.
but he quickly turned to violence
when other means of persuasion
failed.
Some of the field crops Brake
planted flourished and others did
not. depending on the crop and the
season. With his workers he built
a dam across the Mora River and
irrigated about 200 acres. There
he planted wheat, barley. oats,
Mexican com, American com,
peas, and Hungarian grass. His
American com never set ears and

was cut for fodder, but the Mexican corn, he noted, did well. 18
During his second season another classic hailstorm ruined the
wheat crop. Rain following the
hail washed out the dam on the
Mora and flooded some of the irrigated land, devastating the
crops there. Since Brake worked
on shares, receiving half of all
profits from the farm, he was
greatly distressed. On the other
hand, he found a ready market at
Fort Union for fodder from the Hungarian grass, and he mentioned
selling the harvest from eight
acres of barley to the outfit which
had contracted to deliver the U.S.
mail along the Santa Fe Trail. He
kept a bit of barley to brew beer,
which he bottled and which, he
assures his readers, his wife
used for medicinal purposes only.
He also noted that "the ladies at
the Fort were greatly pleased with
it."19
Of the farm's livestock operations, Brake paid most attention
to the dairy. His efforts at raising
pigs frustrated him, though he
managed to raise a large herd,
feeding them the peas he grew.
He found, as farmers always
have, that pigs were difficult to
fence in and needed shade from
the brilliant New Mexico sun. His
employees occasionally slaughtered a pig without his permission, which infuriated him, though what pork he produced was
consumed on the farm. Hail also
took its toll; he lost a dozen pigs
to hail in 1859.
The beef cattle herd, although
nominally under his control, was
grazed at Ocate, some 30 miles
from the farm, and was managed
by a herder who operated somewhat independently. Brake had
English ideas about how herders
should knowwhere every cow was
every minute, which was definitely not the way open-range ranching was conducted. Alexander
seems to have been directly
involved in the cattle operation,
more so than in the running of the
farm. In October 1859 he was with
a crew of hay-cutters at Ocate
when they encountered a party of
Ute Indians. In an ensuing fracas.
Alexander's party killed several
Utes. He notified the garrison at
Fort Union of the affair. 20
When Brake's wife arrived from
St. Louis in June 1859, she took
over management of the dairy herd
of 40 cows. From their milk she
made 35 pounds of butter and 70
pounds of cheese per week. The
butter sold for $1.00 per pound in
1859 but brought only fifty cents

a pound in 1860. The quality of
the butter was high, but the
Brakes were disappointed by their
cheese. They expected more
cheese from the milk used, and
attributed the problem to a lack
of casein in the milk.
A variety of factors eventually
induced the Brakes to leave New
Mexico. As his comments on social conditions make abundantly
clear, he never adapted to the culture of the region. By 1860 his patron Alexander fell on hard financial
times,
having invested
unwisely in the new silvermines
of Colorado. Brake had to fend off
Alexander's creditors in addition
to his other problems. He cited
the "thunder of the Civil War" as
a reason for his departure, but he
did not indicate why the advent
of war made a difference to him.
It is not clear, either, how much
money he made during his threeyear venture in the Southwest,
although he had at least $400 in
gold when he left.
Of that money he wrote, "After
settling with the contractor at the
Fort, I found due me on my subcontract four hundred dollars.,,21
It may be that he dealt directly
with the commissary agent at the
fort, since Alexander by this time
had not been post sutler for nearly
two years. Perhaps that was why
he farmed on shares with Alexander, selling both his and Alexander's produce directly to the
army.
Brake spent the rest of his life
farming near Council Grove, Kansas, near the other end of the Santa Fe Trail. He was among those
few who witnessed the history of
the Trail from its heyday to its
extinction. More importantly, his
sojourn in New Mexico, so faithfully recorded, offers insight into
the varied aspects of life on and
along the Trail. Brake's experiences
especially
provide
evidence on the impact of the
army in New Mexico, the acculturation process following the American invasion, the universal attempt of agriculturists to adapt
crops and methods to new environments' and the alteration of
those environments. Spending a
few hours reading Brake's au-'
tobiography can be both rewarding and entertaining.
NOTES
1.

Robert W. Frazer, Forts and Supplies: The
Role of the Army in the Economy of the Southwest, 1846-1861 (Albuquerque, 1983); and Oarlis A. Miller, Soldiers and Settlers: Military Supply In the Southwest, 1861-1885 (Albuquerque,

1989).

2. Miller, Soldiers and Settlers, 222.

3.

Ibid.,

64-65.
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4.
5.

Frazer, Forts and Supplies, 57, 72.
General Orders No. 39, June 8, 1853; see
Fact File, "Gardens: Fort union National Monument (FUNM).
6. Ralph E. Twitchell, ed., Historical Sketch of
Governor William Carr Lane, Together with His
Diary of His Journey from St. Louis to Santa
Fe (Santa Fe, 1917), 47-49.
7. Francis Paul Prucha, ed., Army Life on the
Western Frontier: Selections from the Wicial
Reports Made Between 1826 and 1849 by Colonel George Croghan (Norman, 1958), 103.
8. Robert Wooster, Soldiers, Sutlers and Settlers:
Garrison Life on the Texas Frontier (College
Station, 1987), 120.
9. Prucha, Army Life, 103.
10. Fact File, "Subsistence Department: FUNM.
11. Fact File, "Sutler: FUNM.
12. Ibid.
13. Hezikiah Brake's chapter relating his Trail journey appears in Marc Simmons, ed., Or! the
Santa Fe Trail (Lawrence, 1986), 37-52.
14. Chris Emmett, Fort Union and the Winning
of the Southwest (Norman, 1965), 220-227.
15. Except where noted, the following information
is from Brake's autobiography, Or! Two Continents (Topeka, 1896); speCIfic references are
cited.
16. Ibid., 140-141.
17. Ibid., 141.
18. His "Mexican corn" was raised from seed
procured locally. The "American corn" was from
seed "imported" from "he States."
19. Brake, Or! Two Continents, 150.
20. Fact File, "Sutler: FUNM.
21. Brake, Or! Two Continents, 161.

COUNCIL TROVE
-DOCUMENTSMEASUREMENTS. 1877

David Clapsaddle used the following letter as a source for his
Dry Route article in this issue and
thought the entire text would be
of interest. It was written by the
commanding officer of Fort Larned, Capt. William J. Lyster, to
the Asst. Adjt. Gen .. Dept. of the
Missouri, May 28, 1877.
Sir.
In obedience to your endorsement dated Headquarters Dept of
the Missouri, May 4, 1877, directing me to measure the "wet and
dry" routes between this point and
Ft Dodge, I have the honor to submit the following report. The almost
con.stant
rains prevented my
beginning the measurement until
the 21 inst. I enclose herewith a
sketch of the country passed
over. The directions were taken by
compass, and where opportunity
offered I compared with the section
corner stones placed by the government surveyor, and found that
the course indicated in the sketch
is nearly correct. There were two
odometers used, and from some
cause that I cannot discover one
lost (by slipping of the wheel I presume) as by testing on a measured
mile. I found that the other one
measured correctly. There distances are therefore taken from
that instrument as both trails are
measured by the same instrument,
and under nearly the same conditions of roads. I believe the distances in length of the two routes
as given is nearly accurate. From
Ft. Larned to Junction of Wet &

Dry Routes near Ft. Dodge Ks. is
Fifty & 97/100 miles, Dry Trails.
From junction near Ft. Dodge to
crossing of Coon Creek by the "wet
route" Fifty and seven hundredths
miles From crossing of Coon Creek
to Ft. Larned, 9 6/100 miles. The
wet route being 8 16/100 miles
longer than the Dry.
On the Dry route there are no
indications that water could be obtained in the Dry Season except at
Big Coon Creek, thirty three miles
from Ft. Larned, and possibly in
holes at Little Coon Creek, forty
two miles and from all I can learn
from old plainsmen (which agrees
with the appearance of the trails)
it was customary for all ox-trains
going west from Ft. Larned to take
the wet trail via Coon Creek Crossing, except after an unusually
heavy rain, when water could be
found in holes and ravines usually
dry.
The trails at their greatest divergence are 10 miles apart, There
was a bridge over the Pawnee
below Ft. Larned, for a few months
in 1865. I cannot ascertain exactly
how long it was used, but about
4 months. Major H. C. Haas, Mo.
Vols. was in command of this post
at that time, and I am informed that
he now resides in Leavenworth and
might supply this information.
The Ford three miles below the
Fort appears to have been the
best, and has the largest trail leading to it. The next in importance
as indicated by the size of the trail
crossing it, was one mile below, the
Fort, on the Dry route to Zarah.
I am very respectfullly your obt.
servant,
William J. Lyster

• • • • •

Fort Larned Horse Race, 1863
Nick Ard of Maize, KS, submitted
this item from the autobiography
of William H. Ryus, The Second
William Penn (1913). Ryus was a
stagecoach driver on the Trail
during the 1860s, and his book relates
numerous
accounts of
encounters with frontiersmen and
Indians during the Civil War
years. Ard noted, "I thought this
tale could be presented as a welcome counterpoint to what was
usually a grim era in white and
Indian relations." The following
excerpts are from a chapter entitled "The Fort Riley Soldiers Go
to Fort Lamed to Horse Race With
Cheyennes, Comanches and Kiowas."
The Indians are great people for
sport and amusement and it would
be difficult to imagine a more invetera te gambler. Their grea tes t
ambition is to excel in strength and
endurance.
. . . Once during the Summer of
1863, when there were only a few
white people at Fort Larned, the

Indians, about 15,000 strong [undoubtedly an exaggerated figure],
commenced preparation for a
horse race between themselves
and the Fort Riley soldiers. Everything was completed and the Indian
ponies were in good trim to bea t
the soldiers. The Indians placed
their stakes consisting of ponies,
buffalo robes, deer skins, trinkets
of all kinds and characters, in the
hands of their squaws. Then the
Fort Riley soldiers came and the
betting was exciting in the extreme, the soldiers betting silver
dollars against their ponies, etc.
The soldiers were victorious and highly pleased over the winnings.
The Indians handed over the bets
manfully and without a flinch, but
one Indian afterward told me that
they had certainly expected to
have been treated to at least a
smoke or a drink of "fire water;"
but the soldiers rode away laughing
and joking . . . . I was at this race
and joined in the sport . . . .
During the Fall of 1863 a small
band of Comanches and ~owas
went to Texas and procured a
white faced, white footed, tall, slim
black stallion for racing purposes.
In elation they notified the Fort Riley
soldiers to come again . . . . This
time citizens from all over the country came to see the fun . . . . The
Indians who had invited them
prepared to take care of a large
crowd in good style, so confident
were they that this time "the pot"
would be theirs. They had hunted
down, killed and dressed some fifty
or sixty buffalo, and had them
cooking whole, in the ground . . .
. The white men matched their money against the ponies of the
Indians. The race had begun. As
it proceeded, shouts of "Hooray,
hooray," the Indians' black stallion
is ahead, 100 feet in advance of
the soldiers' horse. The race is
won . . . . After the distribution of
the winnings, Little Ravin told the
soldiers to stay and eat. Everybody grew merry. The soldiers
went to the government dining
room there at Fort Larned and got
all the knives and forks they could
rake and scrape together and took
them to the barbecue. When the
Indians saw that the white people
had entered into the banquet with
such enthusiasm and zest the~
went to the settler's [sutier'sJ
store and bought two or three hundred dollars worth of candies, canned goods of all kinds, crackers,
etc., to make their variety larger.
They also bought 50 boxes of
cigars with which to treat the citizens and soldiers. When everything was in readiness for the
feast, the white men all stood up
near the feast with a few of the
greatest chiefs of the several
tribes, while the other Indians who
were not acting as waiters, to see
that the choicest pieces of buffalo
meat were given their guests,
stood in a ring back of the white
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guests, and did not attempt to satisfy their hunger until after the
whites had demonstrated that they
had feasted to the brim. This was
one of the most amusing incidents
of my life on the frontier, and the
Fort Riley boys felt that in this
treatment, they had been dealt a
blow to their own generosity, and
one of the soldiers acting as
spokesman, told the Indians that
they were ashamed of their own
lack of hospitality when they were
the winners of the other race.

HELP WANTED
The communi ty room of the State
Bank of Wiley is being decorated
with maps of yesteryear of southeast Colorado. I am interested in
acquiring additional maps of the
area.
Frederick Esgar
P. O. Box 2115
Wiley, CO 81092

I NEW SFTA MEMBERS I
This list includes new memberships received since the last issue up to August 1. Those
received after this printing will
appear in the next issue. If there
is an error in this information,
please send corrections to the
editor. We thank you for your
support.

INSTITUTIONAL MEMBERSHIPS
National Park Service, Harpers Ferry Center, Attn D. Nathanson,
Harpers Ferry, WV 25425

PATRON MEMBERSHIPS
Malcolm E. Smith, Box 452, St.
James, NY 11780

FAMILY MEMBERSHIPS
Aaron Cooper & Family, 6740 Maurer, Shawnee, KS 66217
Dale & Coleen Creed, 2728 Rawhide,
Lawrence, KS 66046
Lee & Adrienne Dorfman, 909 W.
Waldo, Independence, MO 64050
Carl W. Fleck, RR 1, Box 23, Franklin, MO 65250
M/M William W. Gibson, 3180West
Ave., Austin, TX 78705
Dominic & Eileen Gonzales-Montoya, 33 Ranch, Ocate, NM
87734
Dan C. Gooding, 2150 N. Meridian,
Wichita, KS 67203
Lyle Honshu, RR, Lost Springs, KS
66859
Anthony & Aleta Johnson, 1019
Turley Dr., Colorado Springs, CO
80915
Ann & Forrest McVicar, Philmont
Scout Ranch, Cimarron, NM
87714
William & Billye Petynia, RR 3, Box
90, Hempstead, TX 77445

M/M H. W. Seagrim, 20562 Lakeshore Rd., Baie d' Urfe, P.O.
H3X 1P7, CANADA
Pat & Stan Seidel, 3601 SE 23rd Terrace, Topeka, KS 66605
Melburn D. & Barbara Thurman, Box
391, Ste. Genevieve, MO 63670
Pat & Bob Wartell, 20 Frasco Rd.,
Santa Fe, NM 87505
INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIPS
Faye Anderson, 216 E. 16th, Larned, KS 67550
Rusty Arnold, P. O. Box 308, Wagon
Mound, NM 87752
John Barker, 1200 Broadway Apt.
8E, New York, NY 10001
Esther Bibb, Box 56, Warsaw, MO
65355
Pauline Book, 13244 Scott Circle,
Ames, Iowa 50010
Frank D. Burkdoll, RR 1, Box 26,
Carbondale, KS 66414
Gordon Christiansen, RR 2, Durham,
KS 67438
Judith Coleman, 814 E. 236th St.,
Euclid, Ohio 44123
Lois Creed, P. O. Box 38, Windom,
KS 67491
Mrs. William H. Cullom, 1026 Highland, Lexington, MO 64067
T. L. Curren, RR4,Box211, Tuttle,
OK 73089
Elizabeth B. Dohoney, 7527 Del
Monte, Houston, TX 77063
Morris Eiland, P. O. Box 438, Las
Vegas, NM 87701
Scott Ellsworth, 1734 Lanier Place
NW, Washington, DC 20009
Frederick Esgar, P. O. Box 215,

Wiley, CO 81092
W. M. Glasgow, 3620 Meadow
Lake, Houston, TX 77027
S. B. Gribble, 967 Stewartstown
Rd., Morgantown, WV 26505
Donald S. Groves, 244 S. Ammons
St., Lakewood, CO 80226
Polly Hunt,Kensington Apts. #7-E,
6209 Grand Blvd., Oklahoma City,
OK 73118
Stewart Jacoby, 1100 Engleman
Place, Loveland, CO 80538
Maynard Krehbiel, RR 1, McPherson, KS 67460
Thomas Lawry, 2013S. ElkhartSt.,
Aurora, CO 80014
Mary K. Lenz, 1620 South Miami,
Marshall, MO 65340

Ted L. Martin, 814 Peyton, Emporia, KS 66801
Mrs. D. E. McKinney, RR 1, Box 38,
Lewis, KS 67552
The Old Army Press, P. O. Box 2243,
Fort Collins, CO 80522
Richard Pankratz, 5506 W. 27th
Terr., Topeka, KS 66614
Charles G. Pfeiffer, 876 Stebondale
Rd., Columbia, SC 29200
Bob Pugh, P. O. Box 35905, Tucson, AZ 85740
Linda Rathbun, 30304 Arena Dr.,
Evergreen, CO 80439
Diane Lee Rhodes, 12827 West
Arizona Place, Lakewood, CO
80228
Steve Rich, Box 41, Elkhart, KS

1RAIL DUST
BY GENE AND MARY MARTIN
An interesting quick history of the Santa Fe Trail, With a
"Today's Trail" guide on what to see. Carefully researched and
written, it is approved by the U.S. Park Service.

$4.00 Postage Paid

60 pages, 7 maps, 64 photos,
5.5" x 8"

(Dealer InqUiries Welcome.)

302 Crystal Hills Blvd., Manitou Springs, CO 80829

NEW FROM COLORADO
The Haciendas of
Mexico

Death Comes for the
Chief Justice

Women of the New Mexico
Frontier, 1846 -1912

An Artisrs Record

The Siough-Rynerson Quarrel
and Political Violence in New
Mexico

by Cheryl J. Foote

ASouthwestem Biography

Drawing on a wealth of source
materials - including letters,
diaries, military reports, and
oral narratives - Cheryl Foote
has written an inspiring story of
six strong, resilient women
who participated fully in the
events of the frontier Southwest.
"This Is • major contribution to
women's history In the Southwesl,
but It Is more th,n lust good
women's hls~. It Is social history .t Its best - Wagon Tracks.
May 1990
cloth, 200 pages, photos,
$19.95

Dj Thomas E. Chavez

by Paul Alexander Bartlett

The result of more than forty
years of research and travel,
Bartlett's photos and sketches
evoke the mystery and beauty
of the rapidly disappearing haciendas.
"... a fUssurlng example of what
• lifetime of sclJolarslilp. can accompllsh." - James A. Michener
cloth, 126 pages, 28 photos, 92
b&w illus., $29.95

•

by Gary L Roberts

Set in frontier New Mexico, this
compelling story of political intrigue and assassination involves a colorful set of
characters and challenges a
number of assumptions about
frontier violence.
August, cloth, 224 pages, photos, $24.95
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Manuel Alvarez,
1794-1856
Chavez, director of the Palace
of the Governors Museum in
Santa Fe has written a fascinating biography on an important but largely unknown figure
from early Southwest history.
Alvarez, a multilingual
Spaniard who migrated to
Santa Fe, served as U.S. consul, led the first statehood
movement in New Mexico, and
exemplified the mix of cultures
and ethnicities that converged
in early 19th-eentury New
Mexico.
July, cloth, 256 pages, photos,
$24.95

Available from your bookseller or:

THE UNIVERSITY PRESS OF COLORADO
P.o. Box 849· Niwot, CO· 80544· (303) 530-5337
•

67950
John Rickhoff, 6429 Sutherland
St. Louis, MO 63109
'
Randall ~ynn Robb, RR 1, Box 86,
Franklin. MO 65250
Burt Schmitz, 7479 Bollinger Rd.,
Cupertino, CA 95014
Fred Shield, RR 1, Lincolnville KS
66858
'
John D. Sulentic, 12839 W. Belmont
Ave., Littleton, CO 80127
Joseph R. Swanson, RR 1, Windom
KS 67491
'
Henry White, RR 1, Council Grove
KS 66846
'
All matters relating to Wagon
Tracks should be addressed
to the editor:
Leo E. Oliva
RR 1, Box 31
Woodston, KS 67675
(913) 994-6253
All inquiries regarding membership should be directed to
the secretary-treasurer:
Ruth Olson
Santa Fe Trail Center
RR 3
Larned, KS 67550
(316) 285-2054

TRAIL CALENDAR
Everyone is invited to send notices for this section; provide
location, date(s), time(s) and activity. Remember this is a quarterly. The next issue should appear
in November, so send information
for December and later to arrive
by October 20. Thank you.
Aug. 18, 1990: Childrens Day at
Fort Osage, MO.
Aug. 18-19, 1990: "Soldiering on
the Santa Fe Trail," an encampment of soldiers will demonstrate
military life along the Trail, Pecos
National Monument, NM (505)
757-6414.

Day celebration, Bent's Old Fort
NHS, 35110 Hwy 194 East, La
Junta, CO 81050 (719) 3842596.
Sept. 22-Oct. 12, 1990: Santa Fe
Trail Bicycle Trek, contact Willard Chilcott, 885 Camino Del
Este, Santa Fe, NM 87501 (505)
982-1282.
Sept. 29, 1990:First Annual Santa
F~ Tr~il Tour, Cimarron County
Hlstoncal Society, Boise City, OK;
reservations required. Contact
Joan Walton (405) 544-3245 or
544-2479.
Oct. 5-7,1990: "Traveling the Trail:
Cow Creek to Point of Rocks,"
Barton County Community College, contact Elaine Simmons
(316) 792-2701 ext. 214.
Oct. 16, 1990: Marc Simmons's lecture on Kit Carson, Denver Public
Library, 7:00 p.m.
Oct. 20-21, 1990: Fourth annual
fall militia muster, Fort Osage,
MO; military living-history program includes candlelight tour
drills, court-martial, and block~
house defense demonstration,
hosted by Missouri Rangers and
sponsored by Heritage Programs
& Museums; contact Dave Bennett (316) 868-0680.
Oct. 29, 1990: Cimarron Cutoff
Chapter quarterly meeting, Elkhart, KS, 7:00 p.m.
No~. 3,1990: The Seneca, aprimitlve obstacle course and skills
contest, Fort Osage, MO.
Dec. 1-2, 1990: Frontier Winter
Open House, Fort Osage, MO.
Dec. 8, 1990: Christmas Open
House, Fort Larned NHS, RR 3,
Larned, KS 67550 (316) 2856911.
Dec. 15-16, 1990: An 1846 Christmas, Bent's Old FortNHS, 35110
Hwy 194 East, La Junta, CO
81050 (719) 384-2596.
Sept. 26-30, 1991: Santa Fe Trail
Symposium, Arrow Rock, MO.
Contact Coordinator Richard R.
Forry, 205 S. 6th St., Arrow
Rock, MO 65320.

Aug. 22. 1990: Marc Simmons, "Kit
Carson on the Santa Fe Trail,"
Baca/Bloom, Trinidad, CO, 7:00
p.m.
Aug. 25, 1990: Program on Adolph
Bandelier at Founder's Day Celebration, Bandelier National Monument, NM (505) 672-3861.
Aug. 25, 1990: National Park Service Day, with special programs
and free admission, Fort Larned
NHS, RR 3, Larned, KS 67550
(316) 285-6911.
Aug. 25, 1990: An evening at Fort
Union, a candlelight tour of the
largest military post along the
Santa Fe Trail; reservations
required. (505) 425-8025.
Aug. 29, 1990: John Nielson program on cowboy music, Baca/Bloom, Trinidad, CO, 7:00 p.m.
Aug. 31-Sept. 3, 1990: Bent's Old
Fort Fur Trade Encampment,
Bent's Old Fort NHS, 35110 Hwy
194 East, La Junta, CO 81050
(719) 384-2596.
Se~t. 1, 1990: Dramatic impersonation of Adolph Bandelier's first
archaeological tour of Pecos
Pueblo, Pecos National Monument, NM (505) 757-6414.
Sep~. 1-3, 1990: Military Iivinghistory encampment, Fort Larned NHS, RR 3, Larned, KS 67550
(316) 285-6911.
Sept. 14-16, 1990: "Traveling the
Trail: Council Grove to Little Cow
Creek," Barton County Community College, contact Elaine Simmons (316) 792-2701 ext. 214.
Sept. 15, 1990: New Franklin, MO,
16th Annual Santa Fe Trail Day.
Activities
include
arts
and
crafts, displays, barbecue, parade, music, dance, and entertainment. Contact John Shopland, RR 2, Box 191, New Franklin, MO 65274 (816) 848-2268.
Sept. 15, 1990: Candlelight Tour
(reservations required),
Fort
Larned NHS, RR 3, Larned, KS
67550 (316) 285-6911.
Sept. 16, 1990: Diez y Seis de Septiembre, Mexican Independence
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