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Summer Meeting  
August 20, 2013  

     Because of a deluge of downpouring rain, the summer meeting of the Chapter was 

moved to the parlor of the First Presbyterian Church, Larned, Kansas from "The Little 

Red House" located at 2nd and State Streets in Larned. In the absence of the president 

David Clapsaddle, (who was in Hays Medical Center, Debakey Heart Institute ICU 

following double bypass surgery) vice president Rosetta Graff of Kinsley, Kansas 

chaired the meeting. Dale and Karen Otte and Jim and Joan Bohart served ice cream 

and cookies assisted by the chapter secretary Dr. Merlene Baird. A report was 

presented by the Melgares interpretive signage committee. Dr. Leo Oliva and Dr. 

David Clapsaddle are composing the signage. Note: The signage is to be placed four 

miles southwest of Larned on U. S. 56 on private property but adjacent to the 

highway. Lt. Fuconda Melgares' encampment was south of this point. 

     In additional announcements, members were reminded of the weekly articles in the 

Great Bend Tribune by David Clapsaddle, applications for nominations for the Faye 

Anderson Award due by September 1, and the sites of Pawnee Rock, Pawnee River 

Crossing (at Larned State Hospital) and the Sawlog Creek Crossing & the Fort Hays-

Fort Dodge Road Segment in Ford County, have been elevated to National Register of 

Historic Places on July 17, 2013 with the Kansas Historic Preservation Act. It is also 

to be noted that David Clapsaddle has donated his library on Trans-Mississippi history 

and Santa Fe Trail history to the Kinsley, Kansas Library. 

     Ranger Ellen Jones of Fort Larned National Historic Site presented the program on 

"The Little Red House" using an original story by David Clapsaddle and featuring the 

miniature red house designed and built by the late Cecil Johnson, long time chapter 

member. Ms. Jones highlighted the story using artifacts from the building at 2nd and 

State, a replica of the building which originally was from the post trader's complex at 

the Fort. 

Officers  

     David Clapsaddle Ph. D. President  

     Rosetta Graff, Vice President  
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Non-elected officers  

     Anita Graves, Historian  

     Alice Clapsaddle, Membership 

Melgares Committee  

     Rosetta Graff, Chair, Kinsley  

     Leo Oliva, Stockton  

     George Elmore, FLNHS, Larned  

     Lupe Perez, Larned  

     Dale Otte, Larned 

Fall Chapter Meeting  

     The chapter's fall meeting is scheduled for Sunday, October 20, 1:00 p.m. at 

Larned's Episcopal Church, Eighth and Main Streets. The good ladies of the church 

will serve their famous chicken and noodles, $8.00 per person. Remember that if a 

reservation for lunch is reserved and there is a no show, the person making the 

reservation is responsible to the chapter for the costs. Your editor will be in touch with 

the membership by telephone regarding the reservations. 

     Anita Graves, Chapter Historian will be on hand with the scrapbooks related to the 

Chapter's history. New members will find them interesting. 

     Included in the business session will be a report from the Melgares Marker 

Committee. 

     The program will be presented by Roy Hargadine, Fort Larned Park Ranger. Roy's 

presentation will focus on the life of Lt. Frank Baldwin, one time Commanding 

Officer at Fort Larned and a two time winner of the Medal of Honor. 

     Recently, the Fort Larned National Historic site acquired Baldwin's nickel plated 

engraved sword which was presented to him by his devoted sergeants of the Michigan 

Home Guards during the Civil War. The sword is on display at Fort Larned. It's worth 

a trip. 

Another Traveling Trunk  

     Forgive the personal note, but your editor is in the process of writing a children's 

book to accompany a document box. Lined with a newspaper dated 1831, the leather 

covered little chest is in remarkable condition for its age. The box is a gift from the 

Clapsaddle's daughter, Jennifer Duncan who found it at an antique show in Round 

Top, Texas. Jennifer was with her parents during your editor's recovery following 

bypass surgery. Computer in hand, she helped to produce the first draft of the book. In 



passing, the editor wishes to acknowledge the assistance of Ranger Ellen Jones in 

preparation of this one more traveling trunk. 

     The following article was written by your editor and recently appeared in the Great 

Bend, KansasTribune. 

Abram and Others of His Ilk  
Negro Slaves on the Santa Fe Trail  

     Notably absent from most Santa Fe Trail narratives is information with regard to 

Negro slaves associated with the Santa Fe Trail, either/or in travel or in residence. 

However, a few of passing references can be found in the literature regarding Negro 

slaves and the Santa Fe Trail, many of them reduced to a single sentence. Hopefully, 

these brief references can be compiled into a more complete picture of the subject. 

     On July 12, 1852, forty men gathered at Fort Osage in preparation for a survey of 

the Santa Fe Trail. In addition, there were two slaves, one belonging to George C. 

Sibley, the other to Thomas Mather. Sibley's slave was called Abram.(1) Such was the 

custom to give slaves an English first name, generally a well-used name of the 

contemporary society. Sometimes, a name would be selected in sort of a mocking 

fashion, i.e. Cicero. 

     On July 11, 1846, eighteen year old Susan Magoffin set forth from Independence 

with her husband's trade caravan, destination Santa Fe. Included in the caravan was a 

dearborn which transported Susan's slave named Jane. Susan referred to her as a maid. 

Often slaves were called servants, especially those who served as personal attendants 

to their masters. Jane is mentioned by Susan as "standing by to watch if any (Indians) 

should come up on the front side." The reference was to Susan climbing up Pawnee 

Rock on Independence Day, 1846 to inscribe her name on the soft sandstone. 

Elsewhere, Susan described her dog Ring as a "greyhound of noble descent, white 

with brown spots, a nice watch for our door." Ring, it appears was held in higher 

regard than was Jane.(2) 

     At the start of the Mexican War in 1846, George Rutledge Gibson, enroute to 

Bent's Fort, made note of a Negro driver who accompanied a broken wagon back to 

Westport. Upon arrival at Bent's Fort, Gibson observed a wide range of humanity: 

"citizens, soldiers, traders to Santa Fe, Indians, Negroes, etc."(3) Among this 

collection of humankind was Charlotte, described by Lewis Garrard as "the glib-

tongued sable Fort cook."(4) Other Negro slaves owned by the Bents were a slave 

who worked as a blacksmith; Dick Green, the husband of Charlotte and Charles' 

personal servant; and Andrew, the cook prior to Charlotte. Last names for slaves were 

not common, perhaps, Charles thought highly of Dick. Green was one of the men who 

stormed the Taos church following the murder of Charles. For his bravery, William 



and George Bent gave him his freedom. With him, wrote Janet Lecompte, went his 

wife Charlotte.(5) 

     After his stay at Bent's Fort, the afore mentioned Gibson accompanied his regiment 

to Santa Fe. There he attended a minstrel performance by a group of Negroes. 

Ethiopians he called them.(6) 

     About the same time, Lewis Garrard left Bent's Fort to establish a temporary 

residence in a Cheyenne village. There, he met "a thick lipped Negro." A slave of a 

Cherokee named Ross, he was captured by Comanches while working with a survey 

party. Later, in a melee with some Mexicans, he escaped his Comanche captors and 

found his way to the Cheyenne village.(7) 

     In another 1846 account, Marcellus Ball Edwards described an accidental firearm 

discharge near Jackson's Island. As an alarm swept through the camp, it was 

mistakenly reported that Capt. Reid's Negro had been killed.(8) 

     Another Mexican war journalist, Philip Gooch Ferguson, wrote that he observed a 

Negro driver with a Mexican woman in a wagon, taking her home as his wife.(9) 

     In 1847, Seth Hays came to Council Grove where he built a log house and opened 

a store. With Hays was a slave woman named Sarah. She was most commonly known 

as Aunt Sally. Sally was given her freedom when Kansas was admitted as a free state. 

However, she continued to keep Hays' house until her death in 1872.(10) 

     Arriving at Pueblo in 1849 was the Lewis Party from Arkansas bound for the gold 

fields. Among the retinue were five Negro slaves.(11) 

     In September of the same year, James M. White and a small party separated from a 

Francis X. Aubry to proceed on their own to Santa Fe. In the group were White, 

William Calloway, Ben Bushman, two or three Germans, and a Mexican, also White's 

wife Ann, daughter Virginia and a female slave. Late in the month, the party was 

attacked near Point of Rocks by Jicarilla Apaches. All the men were killed. As to the 

women, the record is cloudy. It appears the Mrs. White was killed and that Virginia 

was taken captive. The fate of the slave women remains moot.(12) 

     Fort Union, established in 1851, was in operation through 1891.(13) During the 

fort's time, several officers' families had slaves. Among the first arrivals were Capt. 

Issac Bowen and his wife Katie. Katie had written to her mother from Fort 

Leavenworth that her white servant girl had run off with a man and that she and Issac 

had bought a slave girl to take to Fort Union. The slave's name was Margaret, 



according to Katie, "a very good girl and cooks nicely, as well as being an excellent 

house servant.(14) 

     The early arrivals to Fort Union included James H. Carleton and his wife Sophie. 

They brought with them from Missouri two slaves, Hannah and Benjamin.(15) 

     In 1852, Maj. Gouverneus Morris was appointed Commanding Officer at Fort 

Union. The Morris family brought with them a slave named Louise.(16) 

     Hezekiah Brake was employed by Fort Union's sutler George Alexander in 1859. 

Brake was assigned to Alexander's ranch eight miles west of the post. There, he 

supervised Negro slaves and Mexican peons in the cultivation of an irrigated 

acreage.(17) 

     To return the original premise of this study, it appears that not enough data is 

available to paint a picture of Negro slaves on the Santa Fe Trail. Perhaps, one must 

be satisfied not with a picture but with a collage of the above mentioned snap shots, 

cameos, if you please. Future research hopefully will provide further information with 

respect to this neglected subject. 

Dues are always Due or should we say  
"Old & New Members Always Welcome"  

     Chapter dues for 2013 in the amount of $10.00 per family, are due at the Winter 

meeting or may be mailed to Alice Clapsaddle, 215 Mann, Larned, Kansas, 67550 any 

time. Checks should be made out to the Wet/Dry Routes Chapter. Dues and email 

addresses are welcome.  

 


