
ended abruptly. Boothe was murdered by a 

Mexican who split his head open with an ax.  Alli-

son continued to run the Walnut Creek Ranche. 

 

Sometime in 1858 Hall & Porter, mail contractors 

on the Santa Fe route, built a mail station at Wal-

nut Creek Crossing. This log cabin was on the west 

side of the creek and Allison's ranch was on the 

east side.  By the spring of 1859, traffic was 

heavy on the Santa Fe trail. Freighting was on the 

increase; so was the Mexican wool trade; and 

gold-seekers were flocking to the Colorado gold 

fields.  Trade at Allison's ranch probably was 

brisk, but the owner was not there in April. He had 

gone to Missouri. At Independence, on April 19, 

William Allison died suddenly of heart failure. 

  

George H. Peacock, of Independence, Missouri 

was Allison's successor at Walnut Creek trading 

post. Peacock continued the winter activity of kill-

ing wolves.  During the winter of 1859-1860, the 

winter's haul was sizeable. On April 7, 1860, the 

Kansas City Journal of Commerce reported: "Mr. 

Peacock, of Peacock's Ranch, better known by the 

old name of Allison's Ranch, arrived here yester-

day with several wagons loaded with furs. Among 

the rest were 2,000 wolf skins…” 

 

Again in 1860, as in 1859, the Santa Fe road was 

a busy thoroughfare.  Between April and mid-

June, 1,400 wagons carrying 3,562 tons of 

freight, passed through Council Grove for the 

west. These figures did not include the Pike's Peak 

emigrants' wagons, or the "incidental trade of the 

road." (Up to September 8, the season's total was 

recorded as 2,170 wagons, and 8,000 tons of 

freight.) All this traffic also passed Walnut Creek 

ranch. Whether it afforded George Peacock prof-

itable trade is not recorded. 

 

In mid-July 1860 at Walnut Creek Crossing, a log 

cabin (apparently Hall & Porter's mail station) was 

In the summer of 1855 William Allison and Francis 

Boothe established a trading post at Walnut Creek 

Crossing on the Santa Fe Trail.   The site was in the 

heart of the buffalo range in the midst of the Plains 

Indian tribes.  Allison and Boothe aimed to establish 

trade with the Kiowas and Comanches. 

 

The site of the ranche was described as about 100 

yards from the crossing of Walnut creek, on the east 

side, and north side of the Santa Fe Trail.   A variety 

of descriptions were given: the building was de-

scribed as a large building made of logs of equal 

length, set endwise in the ground, the log cabin on the 

river bank, a stockade and built of poles enclosed 

with sod.  The descriptions stated that the stone walls 

and sods enclose about an acre of land.   Santa Fe 

trader James J. Webb called it "a small mud fort."  

 

Wolf killing was the principal winter activity at Wal-

nut Creek ranch.  The skins were valuable and Allison 

was taking them by the hundreds by what he called 

“the strychnine method." This involved killing a buf-

falo, cutting the meat in small pieces and scattering it 

about in all directions to bait the wolves. Then, small 

chunks of meat, poisoned with strychnine were put out.   

Using this method, more than 60 wolves could be 

gathered in one night. 

 

The winter of 1855-1856 was a severe one on the 

Plains. Traders reaching Missouri in March, 1856, 

reportedly said it was "the hardest ever experi-

enced" up to that time. The Arkansas river froze to its 

bottom. A Santa Fe bound mail party which left Inde-

pendence February 1 had to return because of the 

"immense depth of snow on the plains." All Santa Fe 

trail travelers, in this season of blizzards, undoubtedly 

stopped at the new shelter on Walnut creek.  The 

winter of 1856-1857 also was severe on the Plains 

and the Allison & Boothe ranch served as haven for 

trail travelers.  

 

In September, 1857, the Allison & Boothe partnership 
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cock.  One version of the story has William Mathewson, 

of Cow Creek Crossing, as the person who translated 

the letter for Satank.  According to that version, 

Mathewson warned Peacock that Satank was out for 

revenge, but Peacock was not concerned, since he was 

on good terms with the Kiowa.  Satank and two or three 

others of the tribe went to Peacock's Ranche where they 

fired on him, one ball entering his left temple, killing him 

instantly. They then fired upon a man named Myers, a 

German, also from Independence and wounded him so 

that he died in a short time. The Indians then loaded 

themselves with considerable plunder and left. 

 

The new owner of the Walnut Creek 

Ranche was Charles Rath (aged 24), 

who probably took over Walnut 

Creek ranch within a matter of weeks 

after Peacock's murder.  Rath had 

come from Beach Valley (Cow Creek 

Crossing). 

 

No firsthand information on Walnut 

Creek ranche for 1861 or 1862, is available. Indica-

tions are that Charles Rath got along well with all the 

Plains tribes, especially the Cheyennes. He had a Chey-

enne wife, Making Out Road, or Roadmaker. Their only 

child, Cheyenne Belle, was born near Bent's Fort either 

in August 1861, or August 1863. 

In January, 1863, Charles Rath, John F. Dodds, James A. 

Robbins, F. Lederick, and A. D. Robbins formed the 

Walnut Creek Bridge Company to build a toll bridge 

over Walnut Creek.  Probably the structure was com-

pleted in time for collection of tolls from the spring-

season traffic. 

At Walnut Creek Crossing a post office named Kiowa 

was opened in the spring of 1864. The official date of 

establishment was April 8; and John F. Dodds was ap-

pointed postmaster.  

The Indian raids in 1864 caused the frontier ranches 

and stations to be abandoned temporarily.  On May 

17, 1864, Rath, Lewis Booth, and John Dodds watched 

from atop the ranchhouse as 10 or more Cheyennes cut 

remains of a burned stone building near the historic 

Walnut Creek Crossing of the Santa Fe trail. It had 

been a large sandstone structure, 80 x 20 feet, with 

footings two to three feet wide. The south two-thirds 

seems to have been a storage area.  Recovered 

artifacts included the remains of a wood-burning 

stove and pieces of furniture; household and kitchen 

utensils; coiled springs, such as occur in furniture cush-

ions; scraps of cloth; leather fragments; ironstone 

dishes; gun parts; and a large section of a sickle bar 

from a mowing machine. Remnants of a heavy tar-

paulin, such as used on covered wagons, suggest 

that one may have been spread as a rug, to cover 

the earth floor. 

The recovered gun parts were dated in the late 

1860's.  The historical documents and archeological 

findings establish that the structure excavated in 

1969 was Rath's building in which Joseph W. Doug-

lass housed his Fort Zarah trading post. 

 

Unearthing remains of the ranch house at Walnut 

Creek Crossing, looking north along the west foot-

ings. 

On April 1, 1973, several graves were discov-

ered when water washed out the north bank of 

the Walnut Creek.  The graves were excavated 

and sixteen metal arrowheads were found with 

the bodies.  The burials match the accounts of the 

Indian raids on the two wagon trains, owned by 

Mr. James Crow and Mr. Richard Barret.  News-

paper reports of the time stated that two graves 

were dug, with eight of the white teamsters bur-

ied in one, and two colored men in the other. 

 
 

the lariats of the trader's, the stage company's, and 

Dodd's mules and horses (picketed outside the corral to 

graze) and made off with them.  Rath abandoned the 

Walnut Creek Ranche and moved for a time to Fort 

Larned. During this time,   asmall defense post at Wal-

nut creek, was erected.  The post was first called 

Camp Dunlap, but was named Fort Zarah in July, 

1864.  

Charles Rath no doubt returned to his trading post as 

soon as Camp Dunlap was established. He seems to 

have been there in July, 1864. George Bent relayed 

later that in July 1864 the Kiowas and Comanches 

attacked a train or two at Walnut creek. They killed 

several teamsters. Bent’s brother Charles was at Char-

ley Rath's place on Walnut creek at the time. The at-

tack Bent referred to was the July 18 attack by Kio-

was, Comanches, and Arapahoes on the trains of 

Jerome E. Crow and Richard F. Barret, in which 10 men 

were killed, five seriously wounded, including two who 

were scalped, and the wagons plundered. The massa-

cre took place just west of Camp Dunlap, within sight 

of the small garrison. 

The Indian wars from May, 1864 until mid-August, 

1865, reduced Charles Rath's Indian trade.  Peace  

treaties in October, 1865 once again brought back his 

trade with the Indians, which, it appears, was unre-

stricted throughout 1866. After that the situation 

changed. 

Early in 1867, there were complaints by some military 

men about Rath's trading activities, accusing him of 

supplying the Indians with revolvers, knives, powder as 

well as whiskey.   Apparently Charles Rath's tenure as 

Fort Zarah's trader ended at this time. Probably his 

successor was Joseph W. Douglass, who in 1868, was 

the post trader. It seems logical that the newcomer 

would occupy the quarters Rath had used. On May 19, 

1868, the trading post of Joseph W. Douglass was 

burned by a party of some 25 Cheyennes and a few 

Arapahoes.  It appeared that it was Rath's former 

trading post that went up in flames. 

An archeological dig In May, 1969 excavated the 

destroyed. A cavalryman wrote, on July 22: "During 

our absence from Walnut Creek [July 16-19?], one 

of the houses upon its banks was broken into, the 

contents stolen therefrom, and then burnt to the 

ground. It is supposed . . . done by a party of out-

laws which infest the country along the Santa Fe 

road." 

 

"Within a short time five dead bodies have been 

found between Cow Creek and Pawnee Fork," the 

Council Grove Press, July 30, 1860, stated. The 

Leavenworth Daily Times of August 3 reported: "We 

learn . . . that the Kiowas or Comanches murdered 

and scalped a white man, his wife and two children 

near Walnut Creek." An account from Salina said 

the Indians had killed two men, one woman, and two 

children, Pike's Peak emigrants, near Pawnee Fork 

Fort (Fort Larned). These five(?) victims apparently 

were killed in the latter part of July.  

 

Events at Walnut Creek ranch on September 9, 

1860 brought an end to Peacock’s life, as well as 

Peacock's clerk "Myers," and a Mexican herder.  

Peacock was killed by the 

Kiowa chief Satank.   

 

Satank had appealed to  Pea-

cock for a letter of recommen-

dation to any whites that he 

might meet as to his character 

and honorable conduct.  Pea-

cock, knowing the treachery 

and cunning of the old redskin, 

instead of commending him to 

whomsoever he met, gave him a 

piece of writing warning all who might be called 

upon to read, to beware of the bearer as he was 

treacherous and dangerous. Peacock presumed that 

as Satank could not read it, he would never know 

what it contained.  When the letter did not provide 

the welcome that Satank had hoped for, he became 

suspicious and had the letter translated.  The transla-

tion angered him. He swore vengeance against Pea-

Satank, the Kiowa 

war chief 

Charles Rath 


