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The monument for Fuller’s Ranche near 

Running Turkey Creek is located 1 mile 

east of Galva Kansas on Highway 56 

and 2 miles south on 22nd Avenue. 
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Fuller’s Ranche 

Charles O. Fuller founded the Running Turkey 
Ranche, also known as Fuller's Ranche, on the Santa 
Fe Trail in present day eastern McPherson County 
in 1855.  His ranche, by most accounts, was the first 
permanent settlement in that county and he oper-
ated it until 1864 or 1865.  It was also called the 

Big Turkey Ranche. 
 
Charles Oscar Fuller was born on July 4, 1828 in 
Rome (Oneida County), New York, the eldest of 
nine children.  His mother, Diane (Tubbs) Fuller, and 
father, Dennis Fuller, were both born in New York 
State in the early years of the nineteenth century 
and married in 1826 or 1827.  Apparently the 
family did not remain long in New York but moved 
west to Illinois in 1839 when Charles Fuller was ten 
or eleven years o1d.  Sometime in or before 1852, 
Charles' father died and his mother remarried in 
that same year in Dundee, Kane County, Illinois.   
By that year, Fuller, who would have been 23 or 
24 years old, may have already moved west to 
Missouri.  The 1875 Kansas state census notes he 
came from Missouri to Kansas, though the year is 
not noted.  Fuller came west and for a time drove a 
stage for the Overland Stage company from Mis-
souri to New Mexico. 
 

During Fuller's employment as a stage driver, he 

may have been acquainted with William Allison, 

who  also served as a mail carrier and  stage con-

ductor on the Independence-Santa Fe route in 

1851 and 1852.  In the summer of 1855, Allison 

and a partner named Francis Boothe established a 

trading ranche on the Santa Fe Trail near Walnut 

Creek east of present day Great Bend, KS.  Fuller 

settled farther east on Running Turkey creek ap-

parently after Allison's Ranche was already estab-

lished.  Fuller's Ranche and Allison's Ranche were  

two of the earliest ranches established on the 

Santa Fe Trail for the accommodation of travelers. 

Both were established a few years prior to other 
Trail ranches established in central and west cen-
tral Kansas during the late 1850s and early 
1860s.  At least one source mentions that Fuller's 
"ranch house and tavern" was established in 
1854.  This may be a simple typographical error 
in that source since later in the same source Fuller's 
Ranche is listed as having been established in 
1855.  What may be surmised is that after the 
summer of 1855, Fuller had given up the occupa-
tion of stage driver for that of ranch operator on 
the Santa Fe Trail along Running Turkey Creek in 
central Kansas.  However, in May of 1854, Con-
gress passed the Kansas-Nebraska Act which 
opened up the Kansas Territory to settlement.  
Prior to the Act, Kansas was Indian Territory and 
no white settlers were allowed.  Sooners had 
gathered in Leavenworth just prior to passage of 
the Act so they could get their choice of land. 
 
The ranches for the accommodation of travelers 
were numerous along the Santa Fe Trail.  They 
were located on a quarter section of land given 
by the government to anyone who would under-
take to live on it in order to encourage the estab-
lishment of stations along the trail. 
 
These stations were usually located at stream 
crossings or where cattle and horses could obtain 
water.  They were about a day's journey or ten to 
fifteen miles apart.   Not all stations owners re-
ceived government land but Charles Fuller did. 
 
The site of the Turkey Creek Ranche was appar-
ently already an established stopping place on 

the Trail.  In 1854 the mail stage to Santa Fe 
made stops there.  In August of that year, William 
Allison served as conductor of the stage carrying 
William Carr Lane, the new governor of New 
Mexico Territory, to his new post in Santa Fe, New 
Mexico.  Lane recorded in his diary that "on the 
11th they breakfasted at Cottonwood creek; 
stopped to rest, at 2 P.M., at 'Running Turkey 
Creek.” 

marker reads: 

1825 Santa Fe Trail 1878 
Turkey Creek Campground 

Town of Empire 
Big Turkey Creek Post Office 1861 

 
Below this, carved in an inlaid granite stone on the 
pedestal of the marker, are these words: 
 

Fuller's Ranch 1855 
First White Settlement 

in McPherson Co. 
 

This marker is maintained by the Quivira Chapter.  
When it began falling apart a few years ago, John 
Martin applied his stone mason skills to fix it. 
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at: Quivira Chapter of the Santa Fe Trail Association.  
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Buffalo chips, water, grass, Buffalo".  In May 
1859, Charles C. Post, on his way to the Colo-
rado gold fields, wrote in his diary that on May 
27, his party passed "big Turkey creek" where 
there was located a "ranch and mail station, but 
no post office. They charged us ten cents per 
bucket for riley well water.“  William Salisbury, 
also bound for the gold fields of Colorado in 
1859, noted in his diary on Tuesday, May 17, 
"we are camped on the Running Turkey.  There is 
no timber here and poor water.  There is one 
house made of small logs and turf and a grocery 
in a wagon [illegible word].  The nearest timber is 
within 8 miles."   
 
These descriptions hardly present a picture of 
"wine, women and song" at Fuller's Ranche, al-
though it is true that Fuller employed two sisters 
at his place of business.  Something that must 
have been quite unusual in that part of the terri-
tory.  Whether a "huge ranch" or a "house made 
of small logs and turf", Fuller's female employees 
did assist in making travelers comfortable.  For 
there was one to cook and one to wait upon the 
table.  These women were French and were sis-
ters.  Their names were Clara and Norma Nomo 
or Noma.   It is not clear exactly when these 
women began to work for Fuller, nor can it be 
claimed with any certainty that they were the 
"first white women in McPherson County" having 
supposedly arrived at Fuller's Ranch in 1856.  In 
fact, the first French-speaking settlers did not 
arrive in central Kansas until some time in 1857, 
some two years after Fuller had arrived.   Eventu-
ally they both married.  Clara married a man 
named Henry Schonfeldt and Norma married a 
man with the last name of Smith, a butcher at Fort 
Dodge.  Whether or not they remained in the 
vicinity is not known.  Schonfeldt paid a Marion 
Centre "dram license" in 1866, indicating his 
presence in Marion County and possibly at the 

ranche until at least that year, but no further in-
formation about Clara has been discovered. 
 
Besides providing accommodations for travelers, 
Fuller must have expected to make a good profit 
from the travelers and the military.  The ranchers 
also obtained licenses to trade with Indians in the 
area.  In addition, ranchers sold buffalo hides 
and wolf skins to eastern merchants.  Fuller him-

self obtained a "dram license" in Marion County 
in 1865 but may have been at a different ranche 
by that date. 
 
That he expected to make a good profit may be 
more clearly appreciated when one notes the 
traffic on the Santa Fe Trail during the time 
he occupied his ranch.  In 1857, at least 300 mer-
chants and freighters were engaged in the trade, 
and 9,884 wagons loaded at the levee at what is 
now Kansas City, Missouri.  Two years later in 
1859, traffic became very heavy on the trail.   
Freighting increased as mexicans were hauling 
many loads of wool to the United States and in 
the early spring gold seekers were on their way 
to the gold fields of Colorado.  Some of the disil-
lusioned 'Pikes Peakers' returned in June of that 
same year by way of the Santa Fe Trail.  From 
April to September 8, 1859, over 2,170 wagons 
and 8,000 tons of freight passed westward 
through Marion County over the trail.  This did not 
include the large number of immigrant wagons 
and  gold seekers headed west and the Mexican 
traders headed east. 
 
Throughout the first half of the 1860s, trade on 
the Trail increased to the extent that there was 
little question the Santa Fe Trail carried the 
heaviest traffic in its history during the Civil War 
years.  By 1865, nearly 4,472 wagons crossed 
Marion County on the Santa Fe Trail.  Fuller must 
have indeed been well positioned to accommo-
date travelers along the trail at his central Kansas 
ranch. After nearly a decade as ranch operator 
on the Santa Fe Trail, Fuller was apparently will-
ing to try new ventures. 
 
When Fuller left his ranch is not precisely known. 
One of his obituaries states that he came to 
Marion County in 1862 and commenced his busi-
ness on the Santa Fe Trail on the line between this 

and McPherson County.  This seems to refer to his 
ranch established in 1855. 
 
No other sources note what other business venture 
this may have been.  It may be that by 1864, 
Fuller had left the ranch he established some nine 
years before. While some writers have noted he 
was there as late as 1865, one intriguing bit of 
evidence may be found in an undated letter from 

In the territorial period, this area of Kansas was 
known as Washington County (1855-1857).  
That name was assigned to the current Washing-
ton County, Kansas (bordering Nebraska) on 
February 1, 1857.  Peketon County was estab-
lished February 21, 1860 in the area that would 
have included Fuller's Ranch and all the way to 
the mountains in present day Colorado.  By 
1865, Marion County was enlarged to include 
all the territory in the former Peketon County.  
McPherson County was not established until Feb-
ruary 26, 1867 from land originally part of 
Marion County.   
 
What kind of person would open a ranche on 
the trail?  Most likely he would be young and in 
his twenties.  He would have been over the trail 
previously, either as a worker or traveler.  So he 
had some idea of what to expect.  Most of the 
men stayed in the general area after the Santa 
Fe Trail travel stopped. 
 
This generic description certainly fit Charles 
Fuller, who had already been a stage driver 
operating out of Missouri for at least a few 
years before establishing his ranche.   In the 
summer of 1855, Fuller turned 27 years old, and 
he remained in the area until his death in 1879 
which was about the time the Trail was made 
obsolete by the railroad when it extended into 
Santa Fe in 1880.  The Union Pacific railroad 
made the Fuller’s Ranche area obsolete by 1867 
when it came through north of the trail moving 
the wagon train outfitting points further west. 
 
In the literature of the Santa Fe Trail, Fuller's 
Ranche has been called a variety of things: a 
celebrated inn, a celebrated stopping place, a 
ranch and tavern, a fortified ranch, and a huge 
ranch.  In addition, Fuller's Ranche was lauded as 
offering good accommodations, good liquor, and 

good food.  But perhaps more revealing are 
contemporary historical accounts noting the 
"accommodations" available to weary Trail trav-
elers at Running Turkey Creek.  The Western 
Journal of Commerce, November 6, 1858 pub-
lished a "Tables of Distances from Kansas City to 
the Gold Regions on Pikes Peak" noting that the 
"Running Turkey Creek", some 186 miles from 
Kansas City, offered travelers a "mail station, 

A. A. Moore, himself an early pioneer in Marion 
County, Kansas to A. E. Case.  The letter discusses 
the death of Ed Miller on the Santa Fe Trail on July 
20, 1864.  In that letter, Moore wrote: "When Ed 
Miller was killed I was living on the farm I had 
bought from E. P. Waterman, afterwards known as 
the Brumbaugh farm, one-half mile north of Main 
street [in Marion].  I had rented Moore's ranch to 
Chas. Fuller and gone down and bought that place 
and the Watermans had moved out to 'Running 
Turkey' ranch and were running a mail station.” 
 
According to Moore, by July 1864, Fuller 
had left the ranch he had established and was liv-
ing on Moore's Ranch.  On February 25, 1865, 
Marion County was enlarged to replace Peketon 

Co. which included all the unorganized territory 
south and west to the Colorado line.  On November 
7 of that year, Fuller, in his first venture into the 
local political scene, was elected to a two-year 
term as county commissioner by 25 votes.  
 
Fuller's stint as a politician did not end with the 
expiration of his term.  In 1868 he was elected to a 
one-year term as a representative to 
the Kansas House of Representatives, as a Democ-
rat representing the 76th district.  He served until 
1869 when Alexander E. Case was elected as dis-
trict representative to replace him.  Fuller served 
two more terms as county commissioner after his 
service as state representative ended in 1869. 
After leaving his ranch, Fuller served in both county 
and state political office until 1873 or later. 
 
In 1873, Fuller and his immediate family moved 
from Marion Centre to a farm outside of Florence, 
Kansas.  His last six years in central Kansas (1873-
1879) were spent on a farm on Doyle Creek in 
Fairplay Township, outside of Florence. Ever inter-
ested in serving the public interest, Fuller was a 
Trustee of that township from the time of its organi-

zation in 1877 until his death at home on August 2, 
1879.  Sadly, the last few years of his life found 
him suffering from the effects of cancer.  
 
In 1965, a privately erected monument constructed 
of natural-colored stone, inlaid with bronze and 
granite stones, was placed by Mr. and Mrs. H. H. 
Steinbeck and Dr. and Mrs. Guy E. Finkle of 
McPherson, Kansas.  The bronze plaque atop the 


