
structure was to be of considerable annoy-
ance to Abijah Beach. 

 
In the winter of 1859-1860 the Beaches finally got 
around to building their bridge over Cow creek.  It 
was not completed by the end-of-January limit 
defined in the charter, but the 1860 territorial 
legislature, by act of February 27, granted a one-
year extension.   
 
On March 12, the Council Grove Press reported 
that Cow Creek, at Beach Valley, was several feet 
higher than normal.  The bridge will be a great 
accommodation to the traveling community on this 
road."  Toll charges, as set in the charter, were: 

wagon, 30 cents; every animal attached thereto, 
10 cents; pleasure carriage, 15 cents; every ani-
mal attached thereto, 10 cents; loose stock, 5 cents 
(hogs, sheep, or goats, 1 cent); and every person 
on foot, 5 cents.  
 
Asahel Beach never saw the completed bridge.  In 
mid-February, 1860, six miles west of Diamond 
Springs, David McKinstry, the Santa Fe mail con-
ductor, "picked up the old man Beach [he was 54], 
who had been struck with palsy, and had laid in 
the snow during one night and part of a day .... " 
Asahel Beach died at Council Grove on February 
17.  
 
In 1860, Abijah Beach paid Edwards $50, on con-
dition that he remove his bridge and not rebuild it.  
This took care of the matter for the rest of the 
year, but his troubles with William Edwards were 
not ended. 
 
William Mathewson -- the original "Buffalo Bill" -- 
was at Cow Creek (Beach Valley) ranch from its 
beginning days up to 1862.  But it was in 1860, a 
year of severe drought in Kansas territory, that he 
came to be known as "Buffalo Bill".  During the 
drouth, when the crops were destroyed and many 
of the settlers were in a starving condition, they 
had recourse to the vast herds of buffalo then 
roaming the plains.  But they had no knowledge of 
the proper manner of hunting them, and Mr. 
Mathewson engaged in the work, killing as many 
as eighty a day, loading their wagons with meat 
and sending them back to their starving families. 

The Santa Fe trail crossed Cow Creek west of pre-
sent day Lyons, Kansas.  In 1825, surveyor Joseph 
C. Brown described the crossing as a narrow 
stream, from 30 to 50 links wide, with good camp-
ing and a supply of wood, water, grass and buf-
falo.  Asahel Beach along with his son Abijah, set-
tled at Cow Creek in the fall of 1858.  The ranche 
was promptly raided by Kanza Indians headed by 
Wah-ti-an-gah on  December 23, 1858.  Appar-
ently only two men were there at the time, young 
Abijah Beach and John H. Burr, of Leavenworth.  
The Indians took everything they could, including 
money, clothing, provisions, and thirty-nine head of 
cattle that Beach valued at $50 a head.  His total 

claim against the Indians was $1950.  John Burr 
claimed losses of over $2,600 for horses and ponies 
taken in the December 1858 raid. 
 
Cow Creek ranche also became "Beach Valley" 
after a post office was authorized for that place on 
February 10, 1859.   Abijah Beach received the 
appointment as Post Master.  Travelers en route to 
Pike's Peak, noted at Cow Creek that they had 
been in the midst of thousands of buffalo for three 
days, with plenty of hunting.     
 
In June, 1859, the Leavenworth Herald described 
the ranche at "Beach Valley": 
 

The Beaches have built three houses, and have 
a good corral for taking care of stock, and are 
now raising corn, potatoes, beans, and other 
vegetables.  They herd a good many stock for 
those who travel the road.  They also do a con-
siderable business in the grocery and provision 
line.  Large quantities of buffalo roamed over 
this valley and as many as 20,000 may be 
seen from Beach's ranch.  

 
The paper also stated that the Beaches were en-
gaged in the buffalo trade:   
 

In the fall of 1859 William Edwards "and 
some others" built a bridge across Cow creek 
near the Santa Fe trail crossing, within the 
limits of a bridge charter which the territorial 
legislature had granted to Asahel Beach and 
associates in January, 1859.  This "illegal" 
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the time Beach Valley post office was first discon-
tinued, May 9, 1864, no person had been named 
to succeed him. 
 
William (Buffalo Bill) Mathewson evidently left Cow 
Creek ranch (Beach Valley) late in 1861 (but, 
unlike Abijah Beach, he would return).  The 1879 
sketch of Mathewson's life states: "In 1862 he built 
the first trading post on the plains at Great Bend."  
This site was 17 1/2 miles west of Cow Creek 
ranch, at the point where traffic westbound first 
struck the Arkansas.  At the end of a year he sold 
his ranch at the Great Bend to Curtis & Cole, went 
to Allison's old ranch at Walnut creek, and en-
gaged in trading for Charlie Rath.  In the spring of 

1864 he returned to his ranch on Cow creek and 
resumed the trading business, also discharging the 
duties of postmaster of what was known as Beach 
Valley post office.    
 
Mathewson returned to Cow Creek ranch in 1864, 
but he was not appointed postmaster until Septem-
ber 22, 1865, when the post office was reacti-
vated. 
 
Small bands of Cheyennes raided the frontier 
ranches and state stations of central Kansas on 
May 17, 1864.  Their hostile actions had been trig-
gered by the unprovoked killing of chief Lean Bear 
by Colorado troops on May 16 (near Big Creek 
and the Smoky Hill).   The 1879 sketch of 
Mathewson's life states that "Traders left their 
ranches and started, with their goods, for 
Mathewson's ranch, on Cow creek, whence, having 
deposited their goods in his care, they started for 
the settlements.”  Mathewson and four others, re-
mained during the exciting times, saving many lives 
and wagon trains. 
 
In July 1864, the Army reported some difficulties 

with the Indians along the road, but no general 
attack had yet been made at any particular place 
along the road, although there was evidence of 
large war parties from the ford of the dry route 
above [Cimarron crossing] to the Big Bend of the 
Arkansas below.  News that Plains Indians were on 
the warpath reached several New Mexico bound 
trains on July 19 as they approached Cow Creek 
Crossing.  One large Mexican ox train, carrying 

the Plains tribes to the mouth of the Little Arkan-
sas for peace talks and that he spent some time 
in the Indian territory on this hazardous mission.  
Mathewson was sent by the government to travel 
among the different tribes and, if possible, bring 
them in, which he finally accomplished.  The pre-
liminary peace agreement was signed by chiefs 
of the Comanches, Kiowas, Arapahoes, and 
Plains Apaches, on August 15, 1865, at the 
mouth of the Little Arkansas at Wichita.  Treaties 
were made with most of the Plains Indians. 
 
By August 23, 1865, Mathewson was back at 
Cow Creek.   Bvt. Maj. Gen. John B. Sanborn, in 
an August 28 letter to General Dodge, esti-

mated Cow Creek Station would need only one 
squadron of cavalry "now that we have peace 
with the Indians along the route."   After Septem-
ber 20, for some time, Cow Creek Station was 
abandoned.  
 
At Cow Creek ranch on September 21, 1865, 
"W. Mathewson, of Cow Creek" paid a U. S. 
internal revenue collector $12 in taxes for his 
August toll bridge receipts.  On September 22, 
Beach Valley post office was reestablished and 
Mathewson was appointed postmaster.  It had 
been discontinued on May 9, 1864.  
 
By February, 1866, William Mathewson was 
spending most of his time at Fort Zarah.  He was 
there at the request of the Indians, but the cir-
cumstances are not clear.  On June 22, 1866, 
Beach Valley post office was discontinued-
permanently, this time.  However, William 
Mathewson was appointed postmaster at Fort 
Zarah, succeeding Reuben Howard on Septem-
ber 3, 1866.  The date of his commission was 
December 24.  
 

The story of Cow Creek ranch from June, 1866, 
to June, 1872, cannot be written.  No one re-
corded what happened during those years.  On 
the Cow Creek ranch site, one artifact remains, 
the well.  It has been described as "about 40 
feet deep and walled almost from top to bottom 
with sandstone slabs which could not have been 
procured closer than 15 miles away".  Very 
likely it was constructed late in 1858 when the 

government supplies, corralled east of the bridge, 
not far from Cow Creek ranch.  Four small trains 
(three drawn by oxen; one by mules) following it, 
pulled off the trail about a mile and a half above 
the bridge and formed one large horseshoe-
shaped corral. Many of these wagons were loaded 
with ordnance stores for Fort Union, N. M. 
 
On July 20, bands of Indians, nearly 500 warriors, 
armed principally with bows and arrows, and 
lances, surrounded the trains, opening attacks on 
both corrals, and at the Cow Creek ranch.  The 
Indians siege lasted three days, July 20, 21, and 
22, 1864, but Mathewson, along with at least two 
other men to aid him, kept them at bay.  Finally, 

the Indians attempted to storm the ranche, but to 
do so, they had to charge over a high and long 
bridge across Cow creek in front of the house.  
Mathewson had aimed a howitzer from  his front 
porch, and when the bridge was crowded with 
Indians he opened fire; killing many, wounding 
others, and putting the balance to flight.  The siege 
was broken, and 'Buffalo Bill' 
earned even more respect 
from the Indians. 
 
One month after the "exciting 
times" of July, William 
Mathewson (34) married 
Elizabeth Inman (22), native 
of Yorkshire, England, daugh-
ter of Joseph and Charlotte 
Crossley Inman, of St. Joseph, 
Mo.  She had lived in Kansas 
since 1860, according to a later day statement.  
The marriage date was August 26, 1864. It is said 
that Mathewson did not bring his bride to Cow 
Creek ranch until she had become expert with rifle 
and revolver.  By all accounts she was a coura-
geous woman.  For part of September he was 

away from the ranch, serving as guide for Maj. 
Gen. James G. Blunt's expedition against the Plains 
Indians.  But the assumption is that the Mathewsons 
were at Cow creek during the winter of 1864-
1865.  
 
William Mathewson's activities in the spring and 
summer of 1865 cannot be determined with cer-
tainty.  It appears he had a role in efforts to get 

Hearing of his generous acts, others came to see 
him, and ... would inquire for 'Buffalo Bill,' which 
name he has ever since borne.  
 
In an interview in 1893, William Mathewson was 
quoted as stating: "There were plenty of buffalo 
roaming the plains, but the Indians were thick 
and hostile, and the settlers unused to Indian 
warfare.  I took a wagon train and some men 
and set out for the buffalo grounds and from 
September [1860] until February, we killed buf-
falo and sent train after train to the famine-
stricken people of Western [i. e., eastern] Kan-
sas."  
 
In 1861, William Mathewson had a personal 
encounter with Satanta, chief of the Kiowas. 
Word was sent to him that the chief intended to 
kill him for shooting one of the braves while 
stealing his horse.  In a short time, Satanta, ac-
companied by several 
Indians, entered his trad-
ing-post with drawn 
bows, and told him they 
had come to kill him. 
Knocking Satanta down 
with his revolver, he 
quickly covered the oth-
ers with his weapon and 
ordered them out of the 
store-house.  They left, 
and he then administered 
to the chief a severe whipping, compelling the 
Indians to carry him to their camp.  Since then he 
has borne the name among the Indians of 
'Sinpah Yilbah' [i.e., Sinpah Zilbah] the 'Long-
bearded, Dangerous Man’.  If this incident took 
place in 1861, it probably occurred some time 
in the latter half of the year, at Cow Creek 
ranch.  

 
Late in 1861, or the beginning of 1862, Abijah 
I. Beach left Cow Creek ranch to marry and set-
tle down at Council Grove as a physician. There 
is no further information linking him with Beach 
Valley.   On July 17, 1862, John Stanton was 
appointed postmaster at Beach Valley.  Pre-
sumably he was in charge of the ranch, the toll 
bridge, and the stage station as well.  No other 
mention of his name has been located, but up to 


