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October 2012 MRO Newsletter 
 
 

Don’t miss this special event –  
make your reservations now! 

Trails	  Symposium	  
Saturday, November 10, 2012 

at 
Mahaffie Heritage Center 

1200 East Kansas City Road, Olathe, KS 
 

 

Sponsored jointly by: 
 

--Missouri River Outfitters Chapter, Santa Fe Trail Association 
--Trails Head Chapter, Oregon-California Trails Association 

--Kansas City Area Historic Trails Association 
 

SEE DETAILS ON THE ENCLOSED FLYER 
 

President’s Message………  
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Since becoming your President in March, I have been quite impressed by 
the dedication and commitment shown by our members and the strong 
support we continue to receive from our national Santa Fe Trail 
Association. 

     
 
We are committed to the continued preservation of the Santa Fe Trail and the many associated sites 
along the trail from Franklin, Missouri to Santa Fe, New Mexico.  New projects of marking the trail 
through Local Tour Routes move forward in conjunction with the National Parks System.  Plans are 
underway for a new kiosk and story boards at the Jackson County Park near Salem Church at Highway 
24 and Blue Mills Road in eastern Jackson County.  In addition a new stone marker will be placed which 
will designate the location of the original town of Franklin in Howard County Missouri.  You will hear 
about other programs and activities in articles within this newsletter. 
 
Lastly, I want to send a message to members who have not renewed their membership in the Missouri 
River Outfitters for 2012.  You are important to us, and we would encourage you to reconsider and send 
in your $10 dues as well as attend and participate in our activities.  Since it is late in the year, we are 
offering to extend your yearly membership through 2013.  If any of you have any questions, comments or 
suggestions about our organization, I encourage you to contact me personally.  We value the input of 
ALL of our members. 
 
Larry Short 
President, MRO 
 
 
SFTA BOARD AND MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS  
DEFINE VOTING PROCEDURES AND HIRING 
PRACTICES 
 
The Santa Fe Trail Association Board of Directors 
held its fall 2012 meeting at the Santa Fe Trail 
Center near Larned, KS, on September 20, 2012.  
The long agenda was dominated by reports 
whereby the board was made more fully aware of 
SFTA’s many projects and activities.  Several 
issues needing clarification and direction were 
discussed.   
 
One discussion clarified a previous by-law 
amendment that changed the composition of 
SFTA’s Board from having two representatives 
from each state plus two at-large members to a 
board having only at-large members.  After 
discussion the consensus was that a director may 
serve only two consecutive 4-year terms even if 
that director was originally elected as representing 
a state. 
 
The National Park Service was there in force.  Each 
of the NPS staff persons present gave a report and, 
as usual, the beneficial nature of the partnership  
 
 

was stressed.  There is a natural tendency toward 
concern over how large the proportion of SFTA’s  
operating budget comes from federal sources.  The 
Board was reminded that SFTA and other similar 
organizations enable the National Park Service to 
carry out its congressionally mandated mission.  
 
At SFTA’s annual membership meeting on 
Saturday, Sept. 22, 2012, three amendments to the 
Santa Fe Trail Association By-laws were ratified.  
One amendment states that any change to the 
bylaws will require a two-thirds majority vote of 
members voting at an annual meeting. Another 
amendment allows the SFTA Board to vote via e-
mail provided all board members agree to use that 
avenue.  The third amendment clarifies the 
responsibility of the SFTA Board with respect to 
hiring professional staff.  Details of these 
amendments will be available through official 
minutes. 
 
At the conclusion of the Thursday Board meeting a 
draft of SFTA’s 2013 Strategic Plan was distributed.  
President Slusher requested that comments be 
forwarded to him or Association Manager 
VanCoevern no later than the end of January 2013.  
SFTA RENDEZVOUS FEATURED  FIRST 
PERSON PRESENTATIONS 
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Serious historians are sometimes wary of the 
“artistic license” exhibited by those who give 
historic presentations in the first person.  Does the 
entertainment value of an exciting story 
compromise the integrity of history?  Regardless of 
the answer, the attendance of about 200 at 
Rendezvous 2012 represented a significant 
increase over previous years. 
 
Another difference from previous years was no bus 
tours.  Instead, on Friday and Saturday afternoons, 
participants car-pooled to the historic sites of 
Pawnee Rock to the east of Larned and to the west 
the site of the Cheyenne and Sioux Village that was 
targeted by Hancock’s 1867 Expedition.  At both 
sites speakers educated the audience in period 
dress if not always in the first person. 
  
At Pawnee Rock we met Frederick Hawn, Deputy 
Surveyor for the General Land Office (Steve 
Brosemer), Kit Carson (John Carson, a great 
grandson of Kit’s), and Marion Sloan Russell     
(Inez Ross).   Leo Oliva and Louis Kraft gave 
scholarly lectures titled, respectively, “The Hancock 
Expedition of 1867 and the Cheyenne and Sioux 
Villages on Pawnee Fork” and “Ned Wynkoop’s 
Fight to Save the Cheyenne-Lakota Village on the 
Pawnee Fork”.  Altogether 14 speakers were  in 
period dress during Rendezvous.  Most gave first 
person presentations. 
 

                     
             Inez Ross as Marian Sloan Russell 
 
Several names were added to the SFTA Hall of 
Fame at Friday evening’s banquet.  One of the 
inductees was Black Kettle, the Cheyenne Chief 
who had worked so diligently to make peace 
between the tribes and the Army.  In spite of his 
efforts, he was wounded at Sand Creek and killed 
at Washita.  The Cheyenne Nation was 
represented by four American Indians who drove 
from Oklahoma to Larned for the induction 
ceremony.  
MRO HOSTS BOOTH AT NEW FRANKLIN 
SANTA FE TRAIL DAYS ON SEPTEMBER 15 
  

The town of New Franklin, MO, has been 
celebrating Santa Fe Trail Days for almost four 
decades.  This year MRO took part in the festivities 
by providing a booth where folks could learn more 
about the Santa Fe Trail Association, the Missouri 
River Outfitters Chapter and about the Trail in 
general.  On display were SFTA’s colorful banner, 
MRO’s tri-fold display, items from the traveling 
trunk that makes rounds among area schools, and 
handout publications by MRO, SFTA and the 
National Park Service. 
   
Booth visitors were able to chat with MRO 
members Larry Short, Roger Slusher, Harry 
Rinacke, and John and Barbara Atkinson.  Two 
new MRO memberships were gained during the 
day and several people picked up the MRO 
brochure that contains a form for membership to be 
mailed in later. 
 
MRO’s booth was set up in front of the South 
Howard County Historical Society Museum next to 
the booth belonging to that organization.  The 
town’s normal population of 1100 was about 
doubled for the Saturday of Santa Fe Trail Days.  
Vivian Weston, a long-time member of the South 
Howard County Historical Society, served as the 
Grand Marshall of the parade. 
 
Inside the South Howard County Historical Society 
Museum was a special exhibit of arrow points and 
stone tools collected over more than a decade by 
Robby Trimble of New Franklin, MO, and his son 
Cordy.  The size of the collection was impressive.  
All items were found on the surface of land that has 
belonged to the Kingsbury family since 1822.  The 
collection began with a box of arrow points 
collected by Robby’s grandfather over a 24-year 
period.   
 
While Trimble’s collection had limited written 
interpretation or identification, he explained how the 
various artifacts could be dated.  Trimble said the 
size and structure of the projectile were clues.  All 
items were from time periods before significant 
European involvement in the North American 
continent.  According to Trimble, the earliest 
artifacts dated to the Paleo period.   
 
Trimble’s exhibit will be on display at the Hickman 
House north of New Franklin during the fall of 2012. 
 
LOCAL TOUR  ROUTE PLANNED ALONG THE 
SANTA FE TRAIL IN MISSOURI 
By John Atkinson 
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The National Historic Santa Fe Trail stretches 
between central Missouri and Santa Fe, New 
Mexico.  In no county along the almost 900-mile 
length do more miles of modern roads coincide 
almost exactly with the original wagon road than in 
Lafayette County, Missouri.  That fact is called to 
mind by modern day names of public roads such as 
“Old Santa Fe Trail” in western Lafayette County.  
That particular county road even has the look and 
feel of an old wagon road.  In addition, through 
much of the rest of Lafayette County the original 
trail is on or very close to MO State Highway 224 
west of Lexington and US 24 to the east. 
 
The driving public deserves to know about such 
matters and the Santa Fe Trail Association, in 
partnership with the National Park Service, has a 
solution.  The Missouri River Outfitters Chapter is 
one of several SFTA Chapters to embark on a Sign 
Plan Project whereby Local Tour Routes are clearly 
identified using a family of signs that direct the 
driving public to roads that approximate or are 
directly upon the original road to Santa Fe. 
   
MRO’s Sign Plan covers the counties of Howard, 
Cooper, Saline and Lafayette.  Early in February a 
crew consisting of Harry Rinacke, Larry Short, Dick 
Nelson, Roger Slusher and John Atkinson drove 
the appropriate roads of Lexington and Saline 
counties stopping at each intersection to identify 
the type of sign needed and the Global Positioning 
System (GPS) coordinates for that sign.  Historic 
points of interest were also identified and located 
with GPS units.  A few weeks later the process was 
repeated for Howard and Cooper counties. 
 
The next step was to use a Google Earth mapping 
program that allows the user to place a desired sign 
icon at the correct spot with proper identification.  
At each location the map shows which sign of the 
family of signs is needed, what road that sign is on 
and what is the direction of travel.  All this 
information has been submitted to the Park Service 
National Trails Intermountain Region office in Santa 
Fe, NM.  Kristin Van Fleet is the NPS landscape 
architect who is working with MRO on the Sign Plan 
for Missouri. John Atkinson and Van Fleet have 
spent several hours editing the map and making 
sure the plan makes sense. 
  
Once the configuration of the sign plan map is final, 
the National Park Service will provide MRO with a 
set of professionally prepared presentation 
materials.  These materials will be taken to the 

various road jurisdiction agencies for approval. 
Needless to say, without the cooperation of the 
road jurisdiction agencies, the sign project cannot 
be completed.  The National Park Service will take 
responsibility for negotiations with the Missouri 
Department of Transportation regarding signs on 
state and federal highways. 
 
National Park Service personnel working with 
chapter sign plans were present at the recent SFTA 
Board of Directors meeting in Larned, KS.  MRO 
was assured that the Sign Plan Project for Missouri 
is proceeding as expected.  Sometime in the not 
too distant future a final map will be agreed upon 
and presentation materials will be made available.  
The next step will be up to MRO and the various 
county and township road jurisdictions. 
 
The Cottonwood Crossing Chapter of SFTA has 
completed a Local Tour Route Sign Plan.  A 
description of that chapter’s project can be found 
through the website: www.santafetrail.org. 
 
 
 
MRO DECEMBER HOLIDAY DINNER 
 
Please mark your calendar for Sunday December 
9, 2012 at 2:00 p.m.  As usual, MRO will meet at 
Roger and Sandy Slusher’s historic home in 
Lexington, Missouri, for a marvelous holiday dinner.  
This annual covered dish affair always is a heart-
warming experience for those who travel to 
Lexington.  If you have not yet attended this annual 
gathering, please consider doing so.  We always 
follow the meal with a short business meeting and 
then some singing.  More details will follow in the 
November MRO newsletter. 
 
 
DATES TO REMEMBER: 
 

� Nov. 10, 2012, Stone Post Dedication, 
Mahaffie Heritage Center, Olathe, KS 
 

� Dec. 9, 2012, MRO Holiday Dinner and 
Membership Meeting, Home of Roger 
and Sandy Slusher, Lexington, MO 

 
 
 
FLAG POLE AT ORIGINAL FRANKLIN TOWN 
CENTER TO HAVE A STONE POST MARKER 
By John Atkinson 
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The original town of Franklin, Missouri, was built on 
the flood plain of the Missouri River.  In 1828 the 
mighty river reclaimed its land and the town from 
which William Becknell, Father of the Santa Fe 
Trail, departed in 1821 eventually disappeared.  In 
2005 the town center of the original Franklin was 
surveyed and, on March 16 of that year, a pole 
made from two 20-foot sections of oil drilling pipe 
was erected.  In addition, the corners of the town 
square were marked by buried steel plates.  A very 
visible 32-foot flag pole with a gold ball on top 
stands at the center of the town square. 
 
Santa Fe Trail Association members most directly 
responsible for conceiving and completing the 
project include Hal Jackson, Leo Oliva and the late 
Denney Davis.  As reported in the May 2005 issue 
of Wagon Tracks, the project was partially funded 
by a grant from SFTA’s Marker Fund. 
 
The project required significant contributions of time 
and energy including the transportation of the pole 
to the site, use of equipment by the Howard County 
Electric Cooperative and concrete work by 
Boonville Ready Mix.  Permission to install the post 
was granted by land owners Bob and Joyce 
Biesemeyer.   
 
In the near future, on a site owned by the South 
Howard County Historical Society, a limestone post 
providing some interpretation will be installed. The 
pull-off site is about 150 yards west of the Katy Trail 
State Park on Hwy 87 in Howard County.   
  
The sign on the post will read: 
 

The flagpole located 
170 yards to the SW 

of this post marks the  
center of the town 

square of Franklin. 
1816-1828 

 
The flagpole is at: 

N 38.98569 
W 092.75732 

 
The flagpole is visible from satellite images.  Use 
the given coordinates and Google Earth will fly you 
to the exact spot. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
SANTA FE TRAIL MARKER IN STORAGE 
By Mary Conrad 
 
For years a large Santa Fe Trail marker of stones 
with bronze plaques stood close to Main Street on 
KCMO park property south of Liberty Memorial.  
This marker was close enough to the old St. Marys 
Hospital that some may have thought the marker 
was on the grounds of the hospital.  
 
This past summer I noticed the marker was gone.  I 
asked David Jackson of Jackson County Historical 
Society about a new location.  That archivist 
referred the question to Ann McFerrin, the archivist 
for KCMO Parks and Recreation. 
 
McFerrin replied the marker was removed when the 
new Federal Reserve Bank was built on the 
hospital grounds after the hospital was demolished.  
McFerrin said the marker was put in storage.  In 
July she wrote the marker was “undergoing a 
cleaning.”  McFerrin understands the marker will be 
reinstalled in Penn Valley Park when money is 
available. 
 
The above is what I learned after I noticed the 
marker missing and found a definite depression in 
the ground where it once stood.  
 
 
 

 

New MRO Members 
 
The Missouri River Outfitters Chapter 
of SFTA welcomes its newest 
members: 
    

� Jacqueline Schaller, New 
Franklin, MO. 
 

� South Howard Co. 
Historical Society, New 
Franklin, MO. 
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