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President’s Report …..Larry D. Short 

 
As I begin my tenure as your president, I want to thank all of the current and former board members and all of 
our members for their continued service to MRO.  It is a daunting challenge, but with the help and support of 
the organization, we will continue to move forward with the projects begun under my predecessors’ terms and 
develop new projects for the future. 
 
On April 14th we dedicated the new signage at “Old” Franklin and were joined by attendees from the South 
Howard County Historical Society; Dave Sapp, the president of the new Boone’s Lick Road Association; Mike 
Dickey, the administrator of the Arrow Rock State Historic Site; Dawn Fredrickson, the manager of the Katy 
Trail State Park which includes the Franklin site; and Roger Slusher, the president of SFTA.  This new signage 
tells the story of the beginning of the Santa Fe Trail at Franklin and with additional signage will eventually 
relate the tie with the Boone’s Lick Road from St. Charles and the St Louis area.  The dedication speaker was 
Hal Jackson of the Santa Fe Trail Association.  Later at the luncheon prepared by the ladies of the New 
Franklin Methodist Church at the South Howard County Historical Society Museum in New Franklin, we 
continued the story of the Boone’s Lick Road presented by Dave Sapp and its relationship to the Santa Fe 
Trail.  Mike Dickey spoke of the historical significance of the area and its tie with these two historic trails. 
 
Myself and several MRO board members attended the spring retreat and SFTA Board Meeting in Ulysses, 
Kansas, on April 20-21.  I was quite impressed with my first meeting as your president.  Under the leadership 
of SFTA, many new and exciting programs and events will be forthcoming over the next few years.  One of the 
key aspects of the meeting was on Saturday when members of various chapters and the SFTA Board met to 
start the development of a strategic plan for the period 2013-2023.  This plan will include the key goals for the 
further enhancement of the Trail experience along the entire route of the Santa Fe National Historic Trail from 
Franklin, Missouri, to Santa Fe, New Mexico.  In 2021 the entire Nation will help celebrate the Bicentennial of 
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the Santa Fe Trail.  Key provisions of the strategic plans are under development with input from all the 
members of SFTA.  We at MRO will be developing our own strategic plan for the same period which will 
include the provisions of the national program, but will also include our own plans that will further enhance the 
trail experience in our area of responsibility. 
 
One of the major projects moving forward in our area is a new kiosk and signage at Salem Park located at Blue 
Mills Road and Highway 24 in eastern Jackson County.  A meeting was held on April 24th with Joanne 
VanCoevern, manager of SFTA, several members of MRO, and the Jackson County Parks Department.  As of 
this writing, the required completed forms have been submitted to the National Park Service office in Santa Fe 
for prioritizing along with other Challenge Cost Share proposals and forwarding to Washington, DC.  This 
process will take 90-180 days and possibly longer.  If approved for funding, the project will begin Oct. 1, 2012. 
 
In closing I want to encourage all of our members to promote, as Ambassadors, your MRO Chapter and SFTA.  
Retaining and finding members is the life blood of any organization and to continue as a viable organization 
well into the century, we need to continue our growth through new and active members.  I want to thank you for 
giving me this opportunity to serve as your president and request your continued support and input on all 
matters relating to MRO.  It is only through establishing a strong TEAM that we will succeed. 
 

 
   
APRIL 2012 DEDICATION OF INTERPRETIVE 
PANELS 
 
On Saturday April 14, 2012, the Missouri River 
Outfitters (MRO) and the new Boone’s Lick Road 
Association (BLRA) joined together at the site of 
Old Franklin to dedicate two new interpretive 
panels about the Santa Fe Trail in central and 
western Missouri.  Dave Sapp, the president of 
BLRA, first spoke before MROer Roger Slusher 
introduced Santa Fe Trail Association (SFTA) 
representative Hal Jackson for further comments. 
 
One of the panels ties local figures of central 
Missouri to the Santa Fe Trail.  Kit Carson was 
raised in Howard County and was a resident at Fort 
Hempstead during the War of 1812 before he 
became a guide on the trail to the Southwest.  
Josiah Gregg also grew up in Howard County and 
was at Cooper’s Fort during the War of 1812.  After 
traveling the Santa Fe Trail numerous times, his 
trail memoir Commerce of the Prairies  was 
published in 1844.  Becknell and five others left 
from Franklin on September 1, 1821 for Santa Fe.  
Many call Becknell the “father of the Santa Fe 
Trail”. 
 
The second new panel tells of close-by places 
related to the trail in hopes locals and travelers will 
want to visit those places, i. e. Boonville, Boone’s 
Lick, Arrow Rock, Weinrich and Grand Pass ruts, 
Waverly, Lexington, Ft. Osage, and Independence.   
A brief historical significance of each of these 
places is provided. 

The two new panels were added to other existing 
interpretive panels about Franklin and Lewis and 
Clark.  This cluster of markers constitutes a kiosk 
promoting local history and historic trails. 
 
Despite threatening skies, the dedication of the two 
new markers occurred without a drop of rain.  This 
was a blessing to Slusher who had been planning 
this occasion for the last couple of years. 
 

 
Left to Right:  Hal Jackson, Ross Marshall, and Roger Slusher at 
the April 14, 2012 dedication of the Old Franklin Kiosk.  Hal and 
Ross are former presidents and Roger is the current president of 
SFTA. 
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MRO ANNUAL MEETING HELD  
 
The MRO annual meeting was held on March 25, 
2012, at the National Frontier Trails Museum.  
Three awards of recognition were announced, 
officers and board members were elected, and a 
program titled Antoine Robidoux and the Santa Fe 
Trail was presented.  
 
Sharon Snyder received a Certificate of 
Appreciation for her research, education, and 
leadership in promoting Independence trail history.  
Snyder and her husband Brian have extensively 
researched their historic home and willingly lead 
tours of the historic structure.  While researching 
the history of the house, Sharon became 
knowledgeable about the early history of 
Independence and shares this in Independence 
classrooms.  Snyder also is helping research the 
Century Farm owned by James Noel.  She also 
spearheaded the project to place upcoming 
markers in McCoy Park. 
 
John Schumacher was not present to receive the 
Award of Merit, recognition for someone working 
at a public entity.  Schumacher is a cartographer 
with the U.S. Geological Survey in the Rolla, 
Missouri office.  Schumacher assisted in the 
production of the DVD about Jackson County trails 
that was spearheaded by Bill Bundschu.  
Schumacher was chair of the SFTA Mapping 
Committee for a number of years. 
 
The Outstanding Achievement Award went to 
Roger Slusher for his many, many years of MRO 
leadership.  Slusher was the first MRO president, 
and he continued for numerous years.  In recent 
years, Slusher returned to that position.  He 
relinquished that post a couple years ago when he 
became president of SFTA.  
  
MRO gives these awards every other year.  Ross 
Marshall is chair of the committee that also includes 
Dick Nelson, John Atkinson, and Mary Conrad. 
 
 
Larry Short and Harry Rinache traded positions 
on the MRO Board.  Larry was elected president, 
and Harry was elected to the board.  The other 
officers will remain the same.  These are as follows:  
Vice President Mary Conrad, Secretary Anne 
Mallinson, Treasurer John Atkinson, and 
Historian Sandy Slusher.  Dick Nelson, Ross 
Marshall, and Rich Lawson will continue as 
directors.   

ANTOINE ROBIDOUX AND THE SANTA FE 
TRAIL by John Atkinson 
 
Students of trail history often fail to find adequate 
answers to their questions.  Antoine Robidoux 
established an early trading enterprise among the 
Ute Indians of the Intermountain Corridor in 
western Colorado and southeastern Utah.  Antoine 
was a younger brother of Joseph Robidoux who 
founded St. Joseph, MO.  Supplies for Fort 
Uncompahgre and Fort Uinta moved west along the 
Santa Fe Trail with most going through Taos or 
Santa Fe then north along the California trail.  
Some trade goods, however, left the Santa Fe Trail 
at Bent’s Fort and were hauled over the Continental 
Divide by pack train.  The route from Bent’s Fort 
went west past El Pueblo, over the Front Range at 
what is now Mosca Pass and across the northern 
end of the San Luis Valley. The reason for this 
shorter but more difficult route was to keep certain 
items away from the prying eyes of customs 
agents.  Mexican law forbad trading guns and 
ammunition to Indians.  Likewise, alcohol, also an 
illegal but popular and profitable trade item, would 
not likely go through Taos or Santa Fe. 
    
From the late 1820s until 1844, Robidoux’s trading 
posts in the Intermountain Corridor did good 
business.  However, in 1844 both posts were 
destroyed by Ute Indians in a rage because of an 
unfortunate incident.  Some Ute head men were 
killed in Santa Fe during a council.  The destruction 
of his trading enterprise and other financial 
problems that stemmed from a gambling habit left 
Antoine Robidoux in need of a job about the time 
the Mexican War began.  Antoine applied for and 
was accepted by Col. Stephen Watts Kearny as 
Guide and Interpreter for the Army of the West.  
Some sources indicate it was Antoine Robidoux 
who read the proclamation that announced to the 
citizens gathered in the Plaza at Las Vegas, NM, 
that they were now under the protection of the 
United States. 
   
Robidoux was also with Kearny as the Army of the 
West marched from Santa Fe to southern 
California.  Upon meeting Kit Carson with a 
dispatch claiming that California had been won for 
the US, Kearny reduced his forces, sent the 
dispatch to Washington with Tom Fitzpatrick and 
ordered a reluctant Carson to return to California 
with the Army. 
   
The claim of Victory in California was premature 
and, in a brief but vicious battle at San Pasquel, 
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Antoine Robidoux received severe wounds in his 
back from long lances wielded by the Californios.  
Although he lived for almost 14 more years, 
Antoine never fully recovered from wounds inflicted 
on December 6, 1846.  He died in St. Joseph, 
Missouri, in September of 1860 at the age of 65. 
 
The question for which this researcher has not 
found a satisfactory answer is:  Where were the 
wagons loaded that supplied Antoine’s Fort 
Uncompahgre and Fort Uinta?  Sources, including 
Robidoux biographer William Wallace, say the 
trade goods were supplied by Antoine’s brother 
Joseph from his Blacksnake Hills trading post.  
Perhaps, but the question remains:  Where were 
the wagons actually loaded?  Leavenworth? 
Independence? Farther east?  It seems certain that 
freight wagons bound for the Santa Fe Trail were 
not loaded at St. Joseph in spite of statements 
made by Robidoux descendant Orral Messmore 
Robidoux.  If someone has a definitive answer to 
the question of where the wagons that supplied the 
Robidoux forts in the Intermountain Corridor were 
loaded, please point this questioner in the right 
direction. 
 
 
 
PRESERVATION OF BOONE’S LICK ROAD 
TAVERN 
 
The new Boone’s Lick Road Association plans to 
petition Congress for designation as a national 
historic trail.  That will be a big task!  Nonetheless, 
those involved already have other plans too.  They 
hope to preserve a tavern built in 1830. 
 
The Van Horn Tavern is located five miles west of 
New Franklin within 100 yards of I-70.  The tavern 
likely was preserved because a barn was built 
around it.  The Van Horn Tavern was located in a 
large two-story home.  This inn was a stop on the 
beta route, the later path of the Boone’s Lick Road 
that developed after Columbia had been platted.  
The inn site also was along the route of the 
National Old Trail Road.  At one point, the building 
was moved about 100 yards. 
   
The Boone’s Lick Road Association does own the 
protecting barn that is located near the nine-hole 
golf course on Van Horn Road.  Members hope to 
disassemble the building and place all logs of the 
inn in storage for preservation. 
 
 

LIBRARIAN’S QUEST FOR THE TOP 50 
SOURCES 
 
By Mary Conrad 
 
Many Missouri River Outfitters (MRO) know that I 
am a school librarian of many years.  Some know I 
was a once-upon-a-time history major.  My favorite 
history professor, the late Orville Zabel at Creighton 
in Omaha, specialized in history of the American 
Midwest and of the American westward movement.  
Thus I obviously have a strong affinity for books 
and for a study of historic trails. 
  
These two personal passions melded together 
when I recently skimmed a book titled Books That 
Changed the World:  the 50 Most Influential Books 
in Human History.   As I perused the monograph, 
my mind wandered from all of human history to just 
the era of the Santa Fe Trail.  I wondered which 
titles would be the 50 most influential books for a 
study of the historic road from Missouri to Santa Fe 
and beyond.   
 
I would like to begin a column for which readers, 
MRO members or non-members, would submit one 
or more titles with a rationale as to why those who 
study the Santa Fe Trail should be familiar with the 
title(s).  The significant book or document could be 
a primary or a secondary source.  Did a primary 
source have a significant impact during trail times 
and/or on later trail researchers and/or on the 
public?  Was a primary or secondary source 
circulated widely at some point?  Is it still in 
frequent use?  Did a primary or secondary source 
give rise to a new idea or attitude that was adopted 
widely by trail travelers and/or by later trail 
researchers and/or by the public? 
Some books may be obvious candidates for 
inclusion in a top 50 list.  Many might nominate 
Josiah Gregg’s 1844 recounting of his nine travels 
on the trail from 1831 through 1840, titled 
Commerce of the Prairies.  Many might insist on 
inclusion of one or more secondary sources by 
Marc Simmons.  If so, which one(s)? 
 
A few sources might not be considered unless one 
thinks outside the box.  In Books That Changed the 
World, author Andrew Taylor includes many great 
works of literature, both fiction and non-fiction, from 
many centuries and from many countries.  
Nonetheless, Taylor also selected the first 
telephone directory, printed in New Haven, 
Connecticut because of its impact.  While the 
telephone was a revolutionary technology that 
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placed individuals together despite a separation of 
distance, without an in-between specialized code 
writer as had been required of the telegraph, use of 
the new form of communication needed some 
stimulus.  The subscribers needed to know of 
others who also had telephones, so the phone 
callers knew what names could be requested of the 
operator.  For study of trail times, what would be 
such a source?  Does a particular map fit this bill?  
Should the Congressional legislation that created 
the Santa Fe National Historic Trail be on the list?  
Or would such a source be the resulting 
comprehensive management plan for the Santa Fe 
National Historic Trail? 
 
The top 50 books or other sources should 
encompass the diversity of the trail.  Obviously this 
included Indians, Mexicans, European Americans, 
traders, soldiers, and emigrants, the latter 
especially in the later years.  Both Mexicans and 
Missourians were freighters who went onto 
Chihuahua and beyond.  Soldiers not only were 
escorts as protection from Indians, but also they 
obviously were major players when the U.S. 
Congress declared war on Mexico.  Do trail 
researchers need to understand the various 
influences of the Mexican and American politicians 
and militaries?  Which books by or about trail 
women should be included?  Should Marian 
Meyer’s Mary Donoho, Susan Shelby Magoffin’s 
Across the Santa Fe Trail and into Mexico, and 
Marion Russell’s Land of Enchantment all be 
included? 
 
The attempted uses of wind wagons are merely 
footnotes in understanding the trail, but uses of the 
most common vehicular traffic obviously would be 
of importance.  While a myriad of freight wagons 
crossed the prairie, emigrant wagons and 
stagecoaches certainly followed the same paths in 
later years.  The coming of the railroads spelled the 
demise of those earlier vehicles crossing Kansas to 
travel into the Southwest. 
 
In The Oregon Trail Yesterday and Today, Bill Hill 
recommends a few journal articles, as well as a 
number of books, as must reads for a study of the 
Oregon Trail.  Should the top 50 reads for a study 
of the Santa Fe Trail include some articles from 
journals.  Has the most complete history of the 
Santa Fe Trail Association appeared in a book or a 
journal? 
 
Many of us who study the Santa Fe Trail certainly 
own over 50 books regarding the topic.  If we had 

to make a list of the 50 most important sources to 
read first, could we?  In 1971 the University of New 
Mexico Press published Jack Rittenhouse’s The 
Santa Fe Trail:  A Bibliography.  Rittenhouse 
included 718 books, articles, and pamphlets.  
Consider how many pertinent sources have been 
published in the 40-plus years that followed.   
I would like to hear from you so I can share your 
thoughts in future MRO newsletters.  What would 
be your nomination(s) for inclusion in the top 50 
most significant sources?  Send to 
pairish@lycos.com or to M. Conrad, 3900 N. 55 St., 
Kansas City, KS  66104. 
 
 
 
DATES TO REMEMBER: 
 

 August 6-11, 2012,  OCTA Convention, 
Lawrence, KS 
 

 September 20-22, 2012, Rendezvous, 
Larned, KS 
 

 Nov. 10, 2012, Stone Post Dedication, 
Mahaffie Stagecoach Stop, Olathe, KS 

 
 
A MESSAGE TO OUR VALUED MEMBERS…… 
  
We want to encourage our members who have not 
renewed their annual dues to please send them 
today.   Our organization is not unlike others in that 
we need our members to continue to grow and be a 
viable resource for the preservation of our historic 
resources as they pertain in particular to the Santa 
Fe Trail.  We also have a responsibility to each and 
every one of our members to provide programs of 
interest and to do our part to insure the protection, 
preservation and marking of the historic Santa Fe 
Trail.  You are important to us and we want you to 
feel free to contact any of the board members 
about what you would like to see in the future for 
YOUR organization….The Missouri River Outfitters 
Chapter of the Santa Fe Trail Association. 
 
Send the national dues to: 
SFTA Headquarters 
1349 K-156 Hwy 
Larned, KS  67550 
 
Send MRO dues ($10) to:   
John Atkinson,  
4706 Brookwood Terrace,  
St. Joseph, MO  64506. 

mailto:pairish@lycos.com
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