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December 2011 MRO Newsletter 

                    Holiday Dinner & Meeting                                

 
2:00 p.m.,  

 
Sunday, December 11  

 
At Roger & Sandy Slusher’s Home 
1421 South Street, Lexington, MO 

 
 
Bring a salad, side dish or dessert plus any family members and prospective MRO members.   
 
To find the Slusher’s house, take I-70 to the Route O Lexington exit, go north on O, then Business 13 
past first light to first stop sign, and go right to 1421 South  
 
OR    Take US 24 to Lexington then north on Business 13 to first stop sign, then right to 1421 South. 
 
 

Please come to enjoy good food and fellowship and contribute to planning 

MRO programs and activities for 2012. 
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RE-ENACTORS OF RAYTOWN HISTORY 
By Mary Conrad 
 
On November 13, 2011 at the Raytown 
Historical Museum, members of the Raytown 
Historical Society and of the Missouri River 
Outfitters (MRO) heard a re-enactment first 
performed on September 25, 2011 at the Rice-
Tremonti House. 

Since Roberta Bonnewitz of the Raytown 
Historical Society is 100 years of age, the 
Friends of the Rice-Tremonti Home Association 
decided to hold a special event in her honor in 
September. The resulting occasion consisted of 
Bonnewitz acting as a nineteenth century 
journalist who interviewed four prominent 
Raytown individuals of the nineteenth century. 
In November Bonnewitz and the four male re-
enactors recreated those interviews for 
members of the Raytown Historical Society and 
of MRO. Bob Gilham acted as Jesse Barnes, 
Mickey O'Neal as Archibald Rice, David Wurth 
as George Rhoades, and Leigh Elmore as 
William Ray. 

In the interviews, the re-enactors all answered 
what they would have known in 1849. They 
answered questions about the communities 
around William Ray's blacksmith shop and of 
Archibald Rice's campground.   

In 1849 Archibald Rice, aged 67, lived with his 
third wife and their many children in a wooden 
frame house they had built in 1844. In the 
interview, Rice described the encampment of 
125 men on his campground in May of 1849. 
These men had contracted with the Turner-
Allen Pioneer Line to take them to California in 
60 days for $200 each. The men were such 
greenhorns they had no idea a wagon train 
could not travel from Missouri to California in 
just 60 days.  

In 1849 Jesse Barnes, aged 63, lived on 
property just south of the Rice farm. Barnes 
related that he and his five sons all filed claims 
for land totaling about 900 acres. Since the 
Santa Fe Road ran through the Rice properties, 
they put fences around their fields to keep the 
animals from wagon trains away from their 
crops. In 1846 William Glasgow, a Santa Fe 
trader, stayed overnight with the Barnes. A few 
days later a Susan Magoffin and her maid also 
stayed overnight with the Barnes Family.   

 

In 1849 William Ray, aged 41, operated Ray's 
Blacksmith Shop at the intersection of the 
Santa Fe and Harrisonville roads.  He related 
that his 18 year old son tended to a rented 20-
acre farm while Ray himself worked in the 
blacksmith shop. The smith not only repaired 
and sharpened tools for the local farmers, but 
also mended broken wheels and gears for 
many who were going west on the Santa Fe 
Road.  In 1849 George Washington Rhoades, 
aged 38, was a county surveyor.  Rhoades 
related he and his crew surveyed many new 
roads as Jackson County developed. He also 
witnessed hundreds of persons, animals, and 
wagons traveling west to Santa Fe, Oregon, 
and California. Nonetheless, he thought many 
decided to settle in Jackson County due to 
many sources of good water.  

The interviewer and the four interviewed not 
only were informative, but also entertaining! All 
those in the audience thoroughly enjoyed the 
November performance. 

    

SFTA AWARD TO BONNEWITZ 

At the September 2011 Santa Fe Trail 
Association (SFTA) Symposium in Dodge City, 
SFTA announced Roberta Bonnewitz of 
Raytown, Missouri would receive the 2011 Jack 
D. Rittenhouse Memorial Stagecoach Award, 
the highest honor the Association gives.  Since 
Bonnewitz could not attend the Dodge City 
event, SFTA President Roger Slusher 
presented this award on November 13th at a 
joint meeting of the Raytown Historical Society 
and the Missouri River Outfitters (MRO) of 
SFTA at the Raytown Historical Museum. 

For many years, Bonnewitz taught school in 
Raytown.  Upon retirement in the 1970s, she 
began researching the histories of Raytown, 
Jackson County, and the Santa Fe Trail.  As a 
result, she has authored six books, the latest 
one published is about William Ray, a 
blacksmith located along the Santa Fe Road in 
the area that came to be called "Raytown."  
Now Bonnewitz is working on a seventh book 
that will delineate primary documentation about 
the Barnes Enclosure, thought to be located in 
the vicinity of Cave Spring. 

This prolific historian deserves many accolades.   
In 2008 the City of Raytown recognized 
Bonnewitz as the official historian of Raytown.  
The elite Rittenhouse SFTA award certainly is 
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well deserved!  Bonnewitz has been a long-time 
asset to the trail community. 

 

MRO in LEXINGTON 

On September 11, 2011, MROers met at the 
Lexington Historical Museum for a general 
membership meeting.  Attendees first toured 
the museum before President Harry Rinacke 
conducted a business meeting.  Then MROer 
Roger Slusher, the volunteer director of the 
museum, gave a talk about the Osage Indians, 
while he stood in front of the recently developed 
Osage exhibit. 

A Lexington man had become an honorary 
member of the Osage Tribe.  Later he donated 
his Osage clothing to the Lexington Museum.  
This was the impetus for the development of 
the new exhibit. 

Two theories have been put forth as to the 
placement of the Osage in Missouri.  Some 
think the Osage descended from prehistoric 
peoples, sometimes called the “Mound 
Builders.”  Other think the Osage were pushed 
west by other Indians. 

In what is now Missouri, the Osage first located 
south of the Missouri River, but they expanded 
their territory over time.  From the late 1600s 
through the early 1800s, the Osage occupied a 
variety of locales. Two of the best known 
locations were near the areas of the present 
towns of Malta Bend and Nevada.  A Little 
Osage village was near Malta Bend, but 
sometimes that group likely lived with the Great 
Osage near Nevada.  After the United States 
purchased the Louisiana Territory, the governor 
of that territory persuaded the Osage to 
relinquish all Missouri lands east of a line drawn 
from Fort Osage south the Arkansas River.  For 
protection, many of the Osage then lived 
around the fort in northwestern Missouri.  As 
pressure from settlers increased, many Osage 
returned to their former villages. In 1825, the 
Osage signed another treaty ceding all Missouri 
Osage territory to the U.S. government.  The 
Osage Reservation then was located in south-
eastern Kansas until the federal government 
moved the tribe to Oklahoma in 1870. 

After the program, Slusher led a walking tour of 
downtown Lexington.  Throughout the tour, 
Slusher related pertinent information.  Slusher 
said the Osage Trace was located about five 
miles south of Lexington.  He thinks early 
settlers, as Lexington started to become a 

community, continued to use that Indian road 
for a time before Lexington became more 
developed. 

The September walkers followed Main Street 
westward before going southwesterly on 
Highland Drive, a major street in early 
Lexington.  Lastly, the modern trekkers walked 
eastward on Franklin Street, Slusher gave brief 
histories of banks, churches, houses, municipal 
buildings, and markers, as well as told where 
some houses and establishment once were 
located. 

That September day was a marvelous fall day, 
so the walk proved to be a quite enjoyable way 
to end the MRO gathering. 

 

STONE POST PROJECT CONTINUES 
By John Atkinson 
 
Since 2003 the Missouri River Outfitters 
Chapter has been installing limestone posts to 
mark the Santa Fe Trail in Missouri.  The 
project has now expanded into Kansas.  On 
Friday, November 4, 2011, MRO Preservation 
Officer Dick Nelson and John Atkinson 
delivered and installed two posts at the 
Mahaffie Farm and Stage Stop in Olathe, 
Kansas.   Both posts carry the inscription: 
 
“In 1858, Indiana emigrants James Beatty 
Mahaffie and his wife Lucinda established a 
farm on this property adjoining the Santa Fe 
Trail.  Here they operated a wayside inn and 
later a stop for stagecoaches.” 
     
The posts provide a unique and interesting way 
to help educate the public about the history of 
the Santa Fe Trail.  Mahaffie Farm and Stage 
Stop Site Director Tim Talbot chose to install 
the posts at convenient locations near the bike, 
hike and jogging trail that parallels the Kansas 
City Road in Olathe. 

In addition to the posts installed at Mahaffie 
Farm, more stone post activity happened on 
Tuesday, November 15.   MRO President Harry 
Rinacke and Atkinson added informational 
signs on previously installed posts at Old Town 
in Lexington, MO, and at Burns Swale south of 
Napoleon, MO.   

The new sign on the post at Old Town in 
Lexington  reads: 
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                       “Old Town   

Here on the original courthouse square, 
outfitting was done for the Santa Fe trade in 
the 1820's and 1830's, mainly by John, 
Robert and James Aull.” 

The sign on the Burns Swale post says: 

                      “Burns Swales 

To the east are several rare parallel swales 
documented by Lowell Burns that seem to 
have been part of the Santa Fe Trail between 
Lexington and Independence.” 

Originally these posts and a few others in 
Lafayette and Saline counties were installed 
with only the sign that identified the trail and 
stating that MRO had placed the marker.   Later 
the MRO Chapter decided to add some 
interpretation at each of the sites and, while 
some more recently installed posts have the 
interpretative signs, several posts still lack the 
interpretive information.  The effort on 
November 15 began the process of adding 
signs to those posts still lacking interpretative 
information. 

Adding signs to posts already in the ground 
meant someone had to gather the necessary 
tools and develop the skills needed to smooth 
an area on the post where the new sign was to 
be installed.  MRO President Harry Rinache 
rose to the occasion, determined what tools and 
equipment were needed and then practiced the 
technique of preparing the posts to receive the 
signs.  

The next step will be to write the copy and order 
signs for the remaining posts.  President Harry 
Rinacke does good work as an impromptu 
stone mason. 

 

SYMPOSIUM 2011 HELD IN DODGE CITY 

Eight MRO members “Got the heck into Dodge”  
at the 2011 Santa Fe Trail Association’s 
Symposium.    “Halfway on the Santa Fe Trail” 
was the theme chosen by Jim Sherer and his 
symposium team that would feature information 
and visuals from Forts Mann, Atkinson, and 
Dodge. 

A special concert by country artist Michael 
Martin Murphey kicked off the event 
Wednesday night at the United Wireless 
Arena...and special it was!   Murphey, who has 
developed a friendly relationship with the SFTA, 
and his two musicians performed great songs 

from the cowboy and trail era for over two 
hours. 

Speakers for the event included Noel Ary, 
Marshall Gover, Tim Kimball, Barak V. 
Geertsen, Dr. Leo Oliva, and Dr. Sara Jane 
Richter.  Following the reception at Ft. Dodge 
on Thursday night, the group was treated to a 
portrayal of Libbie Custer by Ms. Marla Matkin. 

Tours offered included visits to Ft. Dodge 
(meeting Isadora Douglas aka Joanne 
VanCovern), wet/dry routes, ruts on the Wetzel 
farm, Cimarron sites (meeting Jedediah Smith 
aka Jeff Trotman), Forts Mann and Atkinson, 
caches site, Boot Hill ruts and Chilton’s camp 
site. 
 
On Saturday afternoon, many tour participants 
participated in dedication ceremonies for the 
SFTA Kiosk installed at the Dodge City Ruts.  
The refurbished sign and walkway owned by 
the Boot Hill Museum were also rededicated. 
 
 

Symposium attendees: (L-R)  Dick Nelson, Roger Slusher, 
Sandy Slusher, Ross Marshall, Shirley Marshall, Barbara 
Atkinson, John Atkinson, and Rich Lawson 
 
 

DRIVING TOUR MAPS OF JOHNSON 
COUNTY KANSAS NOW AVAILABLE 

MROers Ross Marshall and Roger Slusher 
spent months working on the text for a Santa 
Fe Trail driving brochure of Johnson County, 
Kansas.  Joanne VanCoevern and husband 
Greg formatted the information to fit a double-
sided 11” x 17” paper which was folded into a 
pocket-sized brochure.  The National Park 
Service and the Santa Fe Trail Association paid 
for printing this brochure.  Copies of the 
brochure have been delivered, and now are 
ready for distribution. 

Thanks to Ross and Roger for all the work on 
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this brochure that includes the Independence 
Route and both branches of the Westport Route 
of the Santa Fe Trail in Johnson County 
Kansas. 

 

GEOGRAPHER HARLAN PRESENTATION 
By Mary Conrad 

On July 24, 2011, Dr. Jim Harlan, a geography 
professor at the University of Missouri, 
Columbia, spoke to the MRO Chapter and 
others at the National Frontier Trails Museum in 
Independence.  This geographer gave insights 
into the appearance of the Missouri landscape 
in the early nineteenth century, when the Santa 
Fe Trail developed. 

Harlan first looked at land office notes in the 
1970s.  Fifteen years later he decided to look 
for geographical notations in those Missouri 
notes, as well as in other primary sources, so 
he could digitize all that information into maps.  
Harlan and his students looked for geographical 
references in a wide variety of sources, 
including early maps, French and Spanish land 
grants, Lewis and Clark Journals, and the notes 
of surveyors. 

Harlan used comments in the primary sources 
to determine how much forest, woods, prairie, 
and barrens existed along the Missouri River 
and beyond in the early nineteenth century.  He 
found some of the heaviest Missouri forest was 
located in what is now Howard and Boone 
counties.  Harlan also located many sloughs 
and cutbanks along the Missouri River and 
beyond. 

Surveyors covered a lot of land in eastern 
Missouri years before they surveyed the 
western areas.  In some areas of Missouri, 
these early surveyors regularly referred to a 
road called the “Osage Trace.”  Obviously the 
many Missouri surveys completed before 1821 
could not refer to a road to Santa Fe.  Harlan 
found the route now called the “Boones Lick 
Road” is farther north than another route first 
called the Boones Lick Road.”  Harlan found 
many towns had inaccurately placed the 
locations of Lewis and Clark campsites.  He 
noted Brunswick is one town that had located 
such a campsite in the correct place.  In 2004 a 
number of towns, although not all, officially 
changed the locations to match Harlan’s 
research. 

Anyone pursuing serious research on the 
“Santa Fe Trail,” a term which Harlan sees as a 
“romantic” notion, would benefit from studying 
Harlan’s volumes of research.  The National 
Geographic issue in April 2002 used Harlan’s 
digitized Missouri maps to present geographical 
data of the early nineteenth century.  A 
publication titled Missouri Natural Areas can be 
found online as a PDF.  Harlan and Denny co-
authored an atlas of the Lewis and Clark 
Expedition in Missouri.  MROers would benefit 
to look at these and other Harlan publications, 
including the maps of the counties along the 
Missouri River from Franklin to Kansas City. 

 

A LIFE WELL LIVED 

MRO member John F. Belshe passed away on 
October 19th, 2011, while spraying his trees in 
his orchard.  John grew up in Malta Bend and 
was in the process of compiling a history of the 
trail in the area.  His sharp memory enabled 
him to record many details of his youth farming 
with the family.  He studied biology and 
Chemistry at Central Missouri State University 
and earned a masters and PhD from the 
University of Miami in Florida before joining the 
faculty of CMSU in 1965. 

In recent years John’s interest in the Santa Fe 
Trail was rekindled so he began researching 
the Trail in the Marshall, Malta Bend and Dover 
areas.  He was also interested in the Civil War, 
dragonflies, fishing, hunting, birding, and 
gardening.  His family plans to organize his 
collected writings into a book.  He leaves his 
wife of 54 years Donna and two children Jeff 
and Ronda.   

 

LOOKING AHEAD 

Sunday, December 11, 2011:  MRO covered 
dish holiday dinner and meeting will be in the 
traditional location, the Slusher historic home, 
1421 South Street, Lexington, MO. 

Early Spring:  The National Park Service has 
delivered interpretive markers for Franklin, 
Missouri.  Michael Dickey of Arrow Rock will 
install them.  Then MRO and Boones Lick Road 
folks will plan a joint dedication, possibly in 
March of 2012. 
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Plan now to attend MRO’s  

Holiday Dinner & Meeting 

 

2:00 pm, Sunday  

December 11, 2011 
 

 

Roger & Sandy Slusher’s 1840s Home 

1421 South Street 

Lexington, MO  
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4706 Brookwood Terrace 

St. Joseph, MO 64506 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      

        

 

 

 


