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   2015 Officers & Board Members: 

     President—Larry Short 

Vice President—Mary Conrad 

Treasurer—John Atkinson 

Secretary—Anne Mallinson 

Historian—Sandy Slusher 

Richard Lawson 

Dick Nelson

Ross Marshall 

Harry Rinacke 

  Contact Information: 

   MRO President 

   Larry Short 

   3930 S. Jackson Dr #106 

   Independence, MO 64057 

   Home 816.912.1598 

   Cell 816.835.4397 

   Email:  ldshort@comcast.net 

    

   National Frontier Trails Museum 

   318 W. Pacific 

   Independence, MO 64050 

   Phone: 816.325.7575 
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  Santa Fe Trail Association 

   Santa Fe Trail Center 

   1349 K-156  Hwy 

   Larned, KS  67550 

   Phone: 620.285.2054 

   Email: trailassn@larned.net 

   SFTA Website: www.santafetrail.org 

 

Follow MRO on Facebook 

NATIONAL HISTORIC TRAIL 

BUS TOUR 

TUESDAY,  MAY 12, 2015 - 8:30 am to 5:00 pm 

Bus leaves promptly at 8:30 am from the parking lot 

at Main and Truman Road in Independence 

Tour will focus on the many kinds of interpretive and 

driving route signage that marks the trail, is being 

done and will be done in the future. 

The tour will begin in Old Franklin and Boonville with 

stops at Arrow Rock (where we will provide a box 

lunch), the spectacular Weinreich Ruts, Lexington, 

the trail along the banks of the Missouri River and on 

to the Wayne City Landing and the Archibald Rice 

Historic Home in Raytown. 

Cost $48 per person.  Checks made payable to MRO 

and sent to Larry Short at the address shown to the 

left. 

More details are in the flyer that is sent with the 

newsletter. 
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MRO Members, Board, their spouses and other 

guests enjoyed our annual potluck dinner at the  Lex-

ington Missouri historic 1844 home of Sandra Slusher 

on Sunday afternoon, February 22, 2015.  There was 

a great selection of homemade side dishes brought by 

members to go with the ham and turkey that had 

been prepared by Sandy  Slusher.  The meal was 

topped off by several fantastic desserts.   

Following the dinner a membership meeting was held 

at which the MRO bylaw changes and updates were 

voted on and approved by the entire membership. 

 

Connie Grister and Kathy Green of Marshall Missouri made a 

presentation and invited MRO to attend and participate in the 

Marshall Santa Fe Trail Days which will be held on September 11-

12, 2015 around the square .  MRO will set up a table display fea-

turing our brochures and membership information.   

Following the  adjournment of the membership meeting MRO held 

a board meeting before  heading back to our homes.  Our next 

meeting will be a joint meeting with the Trails Head Chapter of 

OCTA on March 28th at the NFTM in Independence. 

We want to thank Sandy Slusher for opening her beautiful home 

to MRO members.  We hope to be invited back again! 

MRO Membership/Board Meeting held on February 22, 2015…. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

April 10-12, 2015 SFTA Board  Meeting & Planning Session, Salina, KS 

May 12, 2015, Santa Fe Trail Bus Tour 

August 29, 2015  Joint Meeting w/ MRO of SFTA, Trails Head of OCTA and KCAHTA 

September 17-20, 2015, SFTA Symposium, Santa Fe, NM 

September 22-24, 2016, SFTA Rendezvous, Larned, KS 

September 28-30, 2017, SFTA Symposium, Olathe, KS 

 

Membership Reminder… 

 

We hope that all of our 

members who have not re-

newed for 2015 will recon-

sider and send your dues 

today.  Simply complete 

the applications to the left 

and send them along with 

your check to the address-

es shown.  We value our 

members and look forward 

to having you attend our 

meetings and functions.   

 

Annual memberships are 

from January 1 to Decem-

ber 31 of each calendar 

year. 

 

We always enjoy hearing 

from our members with 

suggestions about what 

they would like to see and 

hear from your MRO 

Chapter. 
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A very productive and well attended meeting of the newly formed 3 Trails Corridor Partnership 

group was held.  In attendance were representatives from most of the cities that are located along the 

corridor.  These included Sugar Creek, Independence, and Kansas City in Missouri and Leawood and 

Overland Park in Kansas.  Also attending were rep-

resentatives from SFTA, OCTA, KCAHTA, Barnes 

Enclosure/Cave Spring, Jackson County Parks and 

Recreation, the Trailside Center, MRO, the Trails 

Head Chapter of OCTA, the South KC Alliance 

PIAC representative and other friends of the Nation-

al Historic Trails.  Participating by video were Steve 

Burns and Kristin Van Fleet of the National Park 

Service in Santa Fe, NM. 

This initial meeting of the partnership was to update 

all concerned of the progress of the signing, marking 

and construction of the trails that had already been 

accomplished, the construction completed of the 

various segments of the pedestrian/bike trail be-

tween the Upper Independence/Wayne City Land-

ing and Gardner Junction in Kansas along with a 

description of work in progress as well as what is 

needed to complete the entire length of the corri-

dor.   

The main goal of this meeting was to establish a 

consensus between all entities of the entire corridor 

to develop a working plan with the establish-

ment of the general area of where the existing 

pedestrian/bike trails would be workable by 

simply adding signage and areas where new 

trails would need to be constructed.  The Na-

tional Park Service will provide the lead in de-

veloping an overall plan that will be used by the 

entire 3 Trails Corridor Partnership to imple-

ment the “on the ground” trail.  Once this initial 

plan is developed and agreed on by each of the 

affected entities detailed plans will be complet-

ed. 

Future meetings will be held at various locations along the entire length of the corridor. 

3 TRAILS CORRIDOR PARTNERSHIP 

SATURDAY, MARCH 21, 2015 

NATIONAL FRONTIER TRAILS MUSEUM 
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The Missouri River Outfitters Chapter of the 

Santa Fe Trail Association and the Trails Head 

Chapter of the Oregon & California Trail Asso-

ciation held a joint meeting at the National Fron-

tier Trails Museum on Saturday, March 28, 

2015.  There were 29 members in attendance. 

David Aamodt, Curator of the National Trails 

Museum updated the group on the future en-

hancements that will be made at the museum.  An 

elevator will be installed allowing access to a sec-

ond floor where the operational offices will be 

moved. This will allow for expansion of the library 

into spaces on the first level currently housing 

these offices.  The Independence City Council has 

approved an additional expenditure of $250,000 

per year for the next 3 years to add new features 

to the museum.  The goal is to eventually raise the 

$13 million  that will increase the size of the muse-

um with both indoor and outdoor displays, relo-

cate the OCTA offices to a currently empty build-

ing at the site entrance and establish a replica 

campground near the spring on the site. 

Larry Short, President of MRO, and Ross Mar-

shall updated the members on the continued 

placement of the local tour route signs along the 

three National Historic Trails in Jackson County, 

Missouri and Johnson County, Kansas. Larry 

went on to inform the group of the newly estab-

lished 3 Trails Corridor Partnership which is de-

scribed in another article in this newsletter. 

Our program featured Raymond Starzmann, a 

local re-enactor and life-long resident of Inde-

pendence in a performance as President Harry S. 

Truman.  Mr. Starzmann reflected on the life and 

times of President Truman and his long time advo-

cacy of promoting and the importance of history 

on our every day lives.  Through true stories we 

were enthralled with President Truman’s life from 

his birth in Lamar, Missouri to his return to Inde-

pendence after his Presidency.   

Following a short video on the upcoming OCTA 

Convention at Lake Tahoe in September the 

group took a guided tour of the museum’s historic 

trails exhibits. 

 

A future joint meeting will be held at the Trailside 

Center at 103rd and Holmes, Kansas City, MO on 

August 29, 2015 at 10 am.  All members and guests 

are encouraged to attend. 

MRO  OF SFTA  AND THE TRAILS HEAD 

CHAPTER OF OCTA JOINT MEETING 

MARCH 28, 2015 

NATIONAL FRONTIER TRAILS MUSEUM 
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Missouri River Outfitters 

c/o Larry D Short 

3930 S Jackson Dr #106 

Independence, MO 64057 

  

 

MRO is starting off 2015 at a dedicated pace to accomplish all of our goals and complete all of our 

scheduled projects. 

Progress continues on the Salem Park Kiosk and a design has been selected that will compliment the 

park area at Hwy 24 and Blue Mills Road in eastern Independence, MO.    

A major move is being made in the Kansas City metro area to expand the 3 

Trails Corridor Partnership group which now includes representatives from 

SFTA, MRO, OCTA, Trails Head Chapter, KCAHT, New Santa Fe Historical 

Society, Trailside Center, Cerner Corp., KCMO Public Works, Officials of the 

Cities of Sugar Creek, Independence, Raytown and Kansas City, Jackson Coun-

ty Parks and Recreation, the Kansas City Parks Department and many other 

local groups interested in the preservation, interpretation and signage along the 

40 mile long corridor from Sugar Creek to west of Gardner Junction.  This is an 

expansion of the original 3 Trails CID started by Lou Schumacher and current-

ly being led by his son Lou Austin.  We are currently working to develop a funding plan for the green-

way thru the area with MARC (Mid America Regional Council).  The partnership of all of these various 

groups will be united as one voice. The National Park Service will provide a leadership role in the devel-

opment of a comprehensive plan for the corridor.  Our initial meeting was held on March 21, 2015 at the 

National Frontier Trails Museum in Independence. 

A theme was recently adopted for the SFTA Symposium that will be held in Olathe, KS in 2017.  It will 

be:  The Santa Fe Trail: America’s First Highway of  International  Commerce. 

 

A MESSAGE FROM YOUR PRESIDENT….. 


