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            Santa Fe Trail Association 

  

      

2013 OFFICERS & BOARD MEMBERS:  

 

Larry Short—President 

Mary Conrad—Vice President 

John Atkinson—Treasurer 

Anne Mallinson--Secretary  

Sandy Slusher—Historian 

Dick Nelson 

Ross Marshall 

Harry Rinacke 

Richard Lawson 

 

National Frontier Trails Museum  

318 W. Pacific 

Independence MO 64050  

Phone: 816.325.7575 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

 

MRO President:  

Larry Short 

3930 S. Jackson Dr.  #106 

Independence, MO 64057 

Phone: 816.835.4397   

Email:  ldshort@comcast.net    

 

SFTA Headquarters:    

Santa Fe Trail Center  

1349 K-156 Hwy 

Larned KS  

Phone: 620.285.2054   

Email: trailassn@larned.net 

SFTA Website:  www.santafetrail.org 
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A Message from your President…………..Larry Short 

           

From your President…..A look back at 2013 

 

The past year, 2013, has been a very active and exciting one for MRO.  Heavy snow storms 
postponed our annual February membership meeting until March 9th when we enjoyed a great 
presentation by David Aamodt, Director of the National Trails Museum, on the proposed Master 
Plan for the redevelopment of the museum as a destination point for families.  Richard Edwards, 
the Education coordinator for the Trails Center, then updated the members on his activities at the 
center and the outreach to both teachers and students. 
 
MRO was well represented by five board members at the SFTA Spring Retreat and Board 
Meeting in April at the NRA Whittington Center in Raton, New Mexico.  Side trips to the Double 
UU Bar Ranch, Philmont Boy Scout Ranch, Rayado Ranch (once the home of Kit Carson) plus a 
dinner and tour at the “haunted” Express St. James Cimarron, NM Hotel were highlights of the trip. 
 
On May 11th Ross Marshall led a MRO sponsored bus tour of the 22 new interpretive panels that 
had been placed in the Kansas City Metro area during the past year.  We enjoyed a great picnic 

mailto:trailassn@larned.net
http://www.santafetrail.org/


 2 

lunch at the Rice Tremonti Home in Raytown.  
The tour provided visual evidence of the 
importance that the National Park Service is 
placing on the metro area and the prominence 
of the National Trail system which includes four 
of the nation’s most important trails: The Santa 
Fe National Historic Trail, The Oregon National 
Historic Trail, The California National Historic 
Trail and the Lewis & Clark National Historic 
Trail. 
 
In May and June we made our formal 
presentations to the County Commissioners of 
both Lafayette and Saline Counties and in both 
instances received the approval and support of 
the Commissioners for the placement of the 
Local Tour Route signs for the Santa Fe 
National Historic Trail on the roads under the 
two counties jurisdiction. Their approval 
included the full cost of labor, hardware and 
metal posts required to complete the 
installation of the 54 signs.  The signs in Saline 
County are now installed. 
 

            

  
                                                                                                            

Local Tour Route Signs in Saline County, MO 

 

I am in contact with the Lafayette County 
Commissioners to determine their timeline for 
the installation of the local tour signs in their 
county. 
 
On July 4th we lost our SFTA leader and MRO 
founder, Roger Slusher, after a short battle 
with pancreatic cancer.  Roger can never be 
replaced but his legacy will long endure.  His 
strong leadership set in place projects of 
preservation, education and marking of the 
Santa Fe National Historic Trail for years to 
come.   
 
In September MRO placed another of their 
stone markers at the 85th and Manchester 
Swales site.  
 

    
                85

th
 and Manchester, KC,MO 

 

A new stone marker with signs was also placed 
at Schumacher Park to mark the new portion of 
the hiking/biking greenway trail that was 
recently completed. This makes the total of 
twenty two (22) stone markers placed by MRO.  
 

         
                   Hiking/Biking Greenway Trail 
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In our continuing effort to mark and interpret 
the Santa Fe National Historic Trail MRO has 
added an interpretive sign at the site of the 
Weinreich Ruts.  This sign provides the site 
visitor with a description of the ruts and their 
importance to the trail. 
 

    
Interpretive Sign at Weinreich Ruts in Saline County, MO 
 
On Saturday, September 14, 2013 MRO held a 
membership/board meeting at Arrow Rock, 
MO.  We were joined by members of the newly 
formed Boone’s Lick Road Association.  Rich 
Lawson gave the attendees a tour of the Arrow 
Rock Ferry Landing from what was once the 
river’s edge to the top of the bluff over-looking 
the site of Fort Cooper and Franklin to the east 
and the trail as it headed out onto the prairie to 
the west.  This newly designated site on the 
National Register of Historic places is truly one 
of the most significant sites on the entire Santa 
Fe National Historic Trail and we can be 
extremely proud of all the work (and money) 
that Rich has spent to make sure this site is 
preserved for future visitors and historical 
researchers of the trail.   
 

 
L-R: Joanne VanCoevern, Ross Marshall, David Sapp, 
Mary Conrad, and Rich Lawson 

   
  Rich Lawson showing the plaque he installed on  
  Arrow Rock’s Main Street. 
 

Following our tour of the Arrow Rock Ferry 
Landing we enjoyed a great family style lunch 
of fried chicken and all the side dishes at the 
historic J Huston Tavern in the town of Arrow 
Rock. 
 
In September four of the MRO board members 
attended the SFTA Symposium and SFTA 
Board meeting in Ulysses, Kansas. We 
enjoyed several tours of the area to visit the 
local trail sites and museums.  Also held were 
several sessions on “Surviving the Plains” 
during the early days of the trail. 
 
Several MRO members participated in the 
dedication of a segment of the National SFT 
greenway at Schumacher Park in south 
Kansas City, MO on October 25th.   This is a 
segment of the biking/hiking greenway trail that 
one day will reach from Santa Fe, NM to 
Franklin, MO and provide the public and trail 
enthusiasts a paved path following much of the 
original route of the Santa Fe National Historic 
Trail. 
 

 
            Ribbon Cutting at Schumacher Park 
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MRO has worked with SFTA to place more 
Geocache boxes along the trail.  Completed 
this month were:  On the KATY Trail near 
Franklin, MO, Arrow Rock Ferry Landing, Irish 
Hill Park in Lexington (site of the DAR marker) 
Upper Independence Landing/Wayne City 
Landing, The National Frontier Museum 
Center, the Archibald Rice Home, the Barnes 
Enclosure and the Mahaffie Stage Stop in 
Olathe, KS.  We hope to eventually install the 
Geocache boxes at Schumacher Park and 
Gardner Junction. 
 
 
A look forward to 2014 and beyond….. 
 
As we enter into 2014 MRO will be proceeding 
with the marking of the Local Tour Route in 
Howard and Cooper counties as well as 
completing the signage of the MoDot controlled 
roads across Lafayette and Saline Counties.  
MRO has also resubmitted our request to the 
National Park Service through SFTA for the 
funding of a kiosk and interpretive panels at the 
Salem Park at the intersection of MO Hwy 24 
and Blue Mills Road in Independence, MO.  
This site will connect the Lexington, MO area 
with the Square in downtown Independence, 
MO and will also be the point where the 
Oregon and California National Historic Trails 
first joined the Santa Fe National Historic Trail 
at Blue Mills Landing on the Missouri River.  
MRO is also working with OCTA to provide the 
signs and establish the local tour route from 

the Upper Independence Landing (Wayne 
City), to the Square in Independence and on to 
the southwest thru Raytown to the swales at 
85th and Manchester.  These signs have been 
approved by NPS and should be installed in 
early 2014. 
 
Finally, MRO has agreed to co-host with the 
Douglas County Chapter of SFTA the 
September 28-30, 2017 Symposium.  Plans 
are already underway and we look forward to 
holding the 2017 Symposium in Olathe, 
Kansas.  
 
We hope to see many of you next March 13-
15, 2014 for the Spring Board Meeting and 
retreat to be held in Independence, Missouri.  
Details of this meeting will be forthcoming from 
SFTA. 
 
I personally want to take time to express my 
gratitude and thanks to my fellow Board of 
Directors of MRO for all of their hard work and 
efforts on behalf of MRO and SFTA over the 
past year.  Our achievements are a total group 
effort and they deserve our thanks for a job 
well done. 
 
Lastly, we want to wish all of our members a 
very Happy Holiday Season.  We look forward 
to you continuing with us as members in both 
MRO and SFTA for the New Year of 2014. 
 

 
 

Mark your Calendar: 
 
December 11, 2013  -   MRO Board Meeting, 
2:00 p.m., National Frontier Trails Museum, 
Independence, MO 
 
March 13-15, 2014  - SFTA Board of Directors 
Meeting and joint meetings with OCTA and the 
Lewis & Clark National Trails Associations in 
Independence, MO. 
 
September 2014  -  Rendezvous, Larned, KS 
 
September 2017 -  SFTA Symposium, a joint 
venture between MRO and the Douglass County 
Kansas Chapter, Symposium headquartered at 
the Mahaffie Stage Stop in Olathe, KS 

 
 
 
PLEASE RENEW YOUR MRO AND SFTA 
MEMBERSHIPS TODAY!   
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