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  Santa Fe Trail Association 

   Santa Fe Trail Center 

   1349 K-156  Hwy 

   Larned, KS  67550 

   Phone: 620.285.2054 

   Email: trailassn@larned.net 

   www.santafetrail.org 

Missouri River Outfitters 

Annual Holiday Potluck Dinner 

Sunday, December 4, 2016 

2 PM 

 

 

 

 

The 1844 Home on the  

Santa Fe Trail  

of Sandy Slusher 

1421 South Street 

Lexington, MO 64067 

 
Meat and drinks will be provided.  

Bring your favorite side dish, salad, 

or dessert. 

 
Following our meal we will hold a brief 

membership meeting. 
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Congressman Emmanuel Cleaver 

The Ladies of DAR 

Raytown Mayor Mike McDonough (2nd from right) and 

members of the Raytown City Council 

Salem Park project update 

As of this issue, the Salem Park Interpretive project is moving forward at a rapid pace.  The three in-

terpretive panels and the NPS historic site signs have arrived at the  Jackson County Parks + Rec fa-

cility.  The DAR marker has been relocated to its new site which is incorporated into the pad that 

JCPR will pour in September.  Our deepest thanks to all of our  MRO board and members who donat-

ed $2550 toward the $2700 cost of moving the marker by Pence Monument of  Raytown, MO.  A very 

special thank you to  board member Sandra Slusher who made a very generous donation of $2000 in 

addition to her pledge of $50.   

Currently we are working with 

NPS to develop a sign map for the 

Santa Fe National Historic Trail 

which will mark the trail from 

just north of Buckner, MO, north 

on Buckner Tarsney Road to just 

south of Fort Osage where the 

original Sibley survey began in 

1826.  At this point the trail heads 

west just north of today’s Blue 

Mills Road, past the site of the 

Blue Mills crossing on the Little 

Blue River and on to today’s Sa-

lem Park.  Due to the close prox-

imity of today’s Blue Mills Road 

to the original Santa Fe Trail, we 

will mark this with signs that 

state “Original Route”.  These 

signs will be located along roads under the control of  Jackson County, MO. 

We will be scheduling a dedication program for the new interpretive panels at Salem Park for later 

this fall and will notify all of our members as to the time and date. 

Lexington Original Route signs installed 

The NPS original route signs have been installed in Lexing-

ton, MO by their public works department.  The signs will 

allow the trail traveler to follow the Santa Fe National His-

toric Trail from the eastern city limits at Hwy 224, south on 

Dover to South Street, proceeding west on South Street to 

Business Rte 13, west along the north side of the town square 

to Highland Street where it will turn west and ending at the 

DAR marker at the intersection of Highland and Hwy 224.  

This follows the original river route.  The upper trail, which 

was used during high water on the Missouri River, is marked 

from South Street where the trail headed in a southwesterly 

course along today’s 20th Street to its intersection with MO 

Hwy 13 on the south side of Lexington.  At this point the trail 

follows in close proximity to MO Hwy 24 until it intersects 

the river route at Hwy 131.  The original trail is then marked with NPS signs on the county roads west 

to the Jackson County line. 
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Johnson County sign project update 

The NPS sign plan for Johnson County Kansas is complete and the cities of Leawood, Overland Park, 

Olathe, Edgerton, and Gardner have completed all the paperwork and agreements to install the signs 

once they arrive.  The signs for Leawood and Overland Park are being purchased by OCTA using 2016 

funds.  The signs for Olathe and the remaining signs for KCMO are being purchased by SFTA with 

our 2016 funds.   The balance of signs for the unincorporated area of Johnson County KS, Edgerton, 

and Gardner will be purchased by SFTA once our 2017 funds become available October 1, 2016.   

The new local tour route signs will enhance the signs previously 

purchased and installed by KCAHTA which mark the crossing of 

the original route on today’s streets.   

With the completion of the installation of the Johnson County 

signs,  the trail traveler will be able to follow the Santa Fe, Oregon, 

and California National Historic Trails from the Upper Independ-

ence Landing on the Missouri River to Gardner Junction Kansas 

at which point the Oregon and California Trails continued to the 

northwest while the Santa Fe Trail headed southwest to Mexico. 

A lot of hard work went into developing this sign program.  Kris-

tin Van Fleet, Landscape Architect for NPS, produced the map 

plans in the Santa Fe office.  Fellow SFTA and OCTA members, 

Ross Marshall, Dick Nelson, Larry Short, Gary Hicks, and Travis Boley spent many hours driving the 

route with trail maps in hand to determine the best way to sign the trails in JOCO.  Meetings, emails, 

and phone calls were exchanged with the local government officials to secure their commitment and 

agreement to install the signs once they arrive.  

 

Arrow Rock MRO stone marker relocated 

MRO and SFTA member Rich Lawson secured a new 

location for the MRO Santa Fe Trail stone post mark-

er in Arrow Rock, MO.  The stone post had originally 

been set in a vacant lot south of the main business dis-

trict and it had long been Rich’s goal to move it to 

a more prominent location directly in the historic 

area   of town.  The new site is next to a historic 

row of  original buildings and directly adjacent to 

a building owned by Rich.  The new site provides 

much more visibility for the visitors to this Missouri State Park.  Rich is also owner of the Arrow Rock 

Ferry Landing area and one of the most knowledgeable Santa Fe Trail historians in Missouri.   

KCAHTA Crossing Sign 

Arrow Rock Ferry Landing 
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Schumacher Park 

KATY Trail crosses 3-Trail Corridor 

The Jackson (Missouri) County legislature and the Kansas City Area Transit Authority recently pur-

chased to old Rock Island railroad right of way from Pleasant Hill, MO northwest to the south side of 

the Kansas City Sports Complex where Arrowhead and the Kauffman Royal’s Stadiums are located.  

This purchase will provide a pedestrian biking and hiking trail along the side of an eventual light rail-

way system serving southeast Jackson County.   

Surveying and clearing of the line is currently underway with the goal of having the pedestrian trail 

open by 2018.  This will tie into the KATY Trail State Park which follows the Missouri River east to 

near St. Louis, MO for 275 miles.  Once completed, travelers on foot and bicycles will be able to follow 

a continuous trail from Kansas City to St. Louis without interruption.   

The importance of this trail to SFTA and OCTA is the fact that in Raytown the Santa Fe, Oregon, and 

California National Historic Trails will 

cross the KATY Trail State Park connector 

at 63rd Street and Raytown Trafficway in 

Raytown, MO.  This connection will en-

hance the 3-Trails Corridor comprehensive 

plan that is currently underway by Vireo as 

a result of a $60,000 NPS grant adminis-

tered by the Mid America Regional Council 

(MARC). 

Trail travelers will be able to access the 

KATY Trail from the 3-Trails Corridor 

and vice versa.  This will provide outstand-

ing exposure and education to the general 

public about the importance of the Santa 

Fe, Oregon, and California National Histor-

ic Trails. 

Watch future articles and pictures in your 

MRO Outfitters Journal as both the 3-Trails 

Corridor and KATY Trail projects move forward. 

Pictured above:  The Santa Fe, Oregon, and Cali-

fornia National Historic Trail as it crosses the 

KATY Trail State Park in Raytown, MO 

Above: Biking along the KATY Trail Missouri State 

Park 

Right:  The KATY Trail in winter 
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Enjoyable Dinner Meeting in Baldwin, KS 

A joint meeting was held between MRO and the Douglas County Chapter of SFTA in Baldwin, KS on 

Sunday evening, September 18, 2016.  Members 

of KCAHTA and the Trails Head Chapter of 

OCTA were also present. 

This potluck dinner was seen as an opportunity 

for the members of the two SFTA chapters to 

become better acquainted as we move forward 

with our joint sponsorship of the Olathe SFTA 

Symposium in September of 2017.  Roger Boyd, 

President of the Douglas County Chapter, 

served as our host for the evening.    

Over 65 members of the MRO and Douglas 

County Chapter were present.  Joanne VanCo-

evern, SFTA Manager, and her husband Greg 

also joined in the evening’s festivities. 

The dinner meeting was held at The Lodge 

with barbeque meat and drinks provided by 

the Douglas County Chapter.  Side dishes, 

salads, and desserts were brought by those 

attending. 

The featured program was by author Joy 

Poole who gave a PowerPoint presentation 

about one of her newest books:  Over the San-

ta Fe Trail to Mexico: The Travel Diaries & 

Autobiography of Dr. Rowland Willard 1825-

1828. 

Volunteers needed 

We are moving forward with our plans for a great Symposium in Olathe, Kansas in September of 

2017.  This event is co-sponsored by the MRO and Douglas County Chapters of the Santa Fe Trail As-

sociation.  We are reaching out to our members for volunteers to help us move forward with the im-

plementation of this event.   

Volunteers are needed to help with the registration and information desk, the silent auction and/or 

raffle, work with HyVee to insure the timely delivery of our mid-morning snacks and box lunches for 

the bus tours, and find entertainment for the closing banquet. 

We are requesting that one or more members from each chapter step forward to commit to helping 

make this one of the most successful Symposiums to date. 

Please contact Larry Short by either email or phone at the numbers shown on page one of this news-

letter. 

Remember that the two chapters will split some of the proceeds after all expenses have been paid.  

This income can be used at the discression of the chapters toward new projects. 



6 

Roberta Bonnewitz—1911-2016 

MRO and SFTA mourn the passing of one of 

our founding members, Roberta Bonnewitz.  

Roberta passed away at the age of 105 on 

September 18, 2016.   

After many years of teaching,  Roberta be-

gan a new part of her life as an author, histo-

rian, and trail enthusiast.  Roberta spent 

many years in researching the history of the 

Santa Fe Trail in particular as it related to 

the Raytown, MO area. She was a Founder 

and Charter Member of the Raytown His-

torical Society.  

During her tenure as a teacher in the Ray-

town School system she discovered that there 

was just not much written history about the 

area.  Determined to remedy that and provide material for the classroom she began her years-long re-

search into the history of the area and in particular the impact of the Santa Fe Trail and later the Ore-

gon and California Trails on the settlement of the region. 

As one of the original members of MRO and SFTA she provided great insight  into the history of the 

Santa Fe Trail and its effect on the growth of the area.  She was the author of numerous books on the 

Rice Family, the Barnes Family, and William Ray.  Roberta would spend numerous hours in searching 

through old court records, land ownership records and trail diaries to determine the truth about the 

trails. 

Not only did Roberta do research and write about the area but she was also very active in the saving of 

historical sites along the trails.  Among them was the Archibald Rice Home.  She formed a group called 

the Friends of the Rice-Tremonti Home Association to help purchase the home and 3 1/2 acres.  After 

many years of fund raisers, the home was finally purchased with a final grant from the Department of 

Transportation.  This historic 1844 home on 

the National Register of Historic Places and a 

certified historic site by the National Park 

Service is now owned by the Raytown Parks 

Department and maintained by the Friends 

Group that Roberta formed back in 1978. 

We will long remember her and all the work 

she provided to relate the story and history of 

the Trail.  Her work in preserving and pro-

tecting the Santa Fe, Oregon, and California 

Trails will remain for future generations. 

 

Left:  Roberta Bonnewitz receiving the 

2011 SFTA Jack D. Rittenhouse Memorial 

Stagecoach Award from the late SFTA 

President, Roger Slusher 
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Symposium 2017 in Olathe, Kansas 

 

MRO will be the co-sponsors with the Douglas 

County Kansas Chapter of the Santa Fe Trail 

Association to plan and implement the SFTA 

Symposium in September of 2017. 

This major event will be held in Olathe, Kansas 

at the newly construction Olathe Community 

Center and at the Mahaffie Stagecoach Stop 

and Farm across the street.  The title of this 

Symposium will be: “The Santa Fe Trail: Amer-

ica’s First Highway of International Commerce”.  

Speakers will provide insight into the effect of 

the trails on the American Indians, the mili-

tary’s role in protecting the trail,  the early US Government sponsored Sibley Survey of the Santa Fe 

Trail, wagons and animals used on the trail, and many other notable speakers covering related trail 

topics. 

In addition to the afternoon bus tours along 

the Santa Fe Trail we will be offering a full day 

at the Mahaffie Stagecoach Stop and Farm 

where re-enactors will provide hands on activi-

ties about the life of both the trail traveler but 

life in the area at the time of the trail. 

A highlight of the 3 day event will be a Friday 

night trip into downtown Kansas City, Mis-

souri to have dinner and tour the historic Ara-

bia Riverboat Museum.  Thousands of prod-

ucts, clothing, shoes, building products, etc. 

were recovered from the bottom of a Missouri 

cornfield at the site of the Arabia where it 

sunk in 1844 after hitting a snag in the river.   

Of course no event or trip to Kansas City would 

be worthwhile without some great meals featur-

ing the World Famous Kansas City barbeque. 

This 3 day event will feature activities that are 

very suitable and appropriate for school age 

children.   

Volunteers are needed to work at the registra-

tion and information desk.  Please contact Larry 

Short to offer your services. 

Mark your calendars now and plan on attending 

the SFTA Olathe Symposium September 27-

30, 2017. 

Olathe Kansas Community Center 

Mahaffie Stagecoach Stop & Farm 

Arabia Steamboat Museum 
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MISSOURI RIVER OUTFITTERS 

CHAPTER OF THE 

SANTA FE TRAIL ASSOCIATION 

                                    Membership Application 

 

Name:   _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Street:  _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

City, State, ZIP: ______________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone:  _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Email: _______________________________________________________________ 

 

  
Dues:  $10.00 per year 

(Individual or Family) 

Make check payable to: 

                Missouri River Outfitters  

Mail to: Wes Huskisson 

MRO, Treasurer 

3008 E. 107th Ter 

Kansas City, MO 64137 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We encourage our members 

to share this newsletter with 

others in your family and 

community.  Invite them to 

join MRO and SFTA. 

Please feel free to contact 

any of the board members 

for additional  information 

and visit the MRO web 

page at:   

www.santafetrail.org 
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Missouri River Outfitters 

c/o Larry Short 

3930 S. Jackson Dr   #106 

Independence, MO 64057 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

December 4, 2016,  MRO Annual Holiday Potluck Dinner, Lexington, MO 

April 20-22, 2017, SFTA Board Meeting/Workshop, Salina KS 

September 27-30, 2017, SFTA Symposium, Olathe, KS 

April 19-21, 2018, SFTA Board Meeting/Workshop, Site TBD 

September 20-22, 2018, SFTA Rendezvous, Larned, KS 

March 28-30, 2019, SFTA Board Meeting/Workshop, Site TBD 

September 25-28, 2019, SFTA Symposium, St. Louis, MO 

April 16-18, 2020, SFTA Spring Board Meeting, Site TBD 

September 24-26, 2020, SFTA Rendezvous, Larned KS 

April, 2021, SFTA Board Meeting/Workshop, Council Grove, KS 

September 1, 2021, 200th Anniversary Day Celebration by MRO, Arrow Rock, MO 

September, 2021, Symposium, Bent’s Fort, La Junta, CO 

2021 The 200th Anniversary of the Santa Fe National Historic Trail 

 


