
 

 

Bents Fort Chapter Members Gather No Moss 

Bent’s Fort Chapter 
Santa Fe Trail Association 
September 2011 Newsletter 

Despite record breaking heat and 
drought,  Bent‘s Fort Chapter mem-
bers have enjoyed tours and events 
every month this summer. On June 
18th, over 40 members and guests 
toured sites in the Walsenburg and 
Aguilar area. BFC member Tom Pe-
likan was part of this tour and wrote 
the following article. 

A Great Series of Tours: South 

of the Border 

―On June 18, SFTA members from 
Colorado and New Mexico and ar-
chaeology students led by Bents Fort 
Chapter member Richard Carrillo 
came together to La Veta to see the 
Fort Francisco Museum.  

Legend has it that when Colonel 
John Francisco arrived in the valley 
where La Veta is, he declared it was 
―paradise enough for me.‖ Francisco 
built a trading post and, to protect it, 
built a four-sided adobe fortress 
around it. The valley‘s first post of-
fice, school and other facilities were 
on the site and, when the Denver & 
Rio Grande Railroad laid tracks 
through the valley, the town of La 

Veta was platted and founded 
around the fort. 

Despite the best efforts of La Veta 
and local friends, the fort came very 
near to being lost to the ravages of 
time in the mid-1990s. However, the 
Huerfano County Historical Society 
and the Friends of Fort Francisco, 
with state funding, saved it and vol-
unteers play tour guide to folks like 
us and tourists from all over. 

After Fort Francisco, we had a picnic 
lunch within sight of a tourist railway 
and were lucky enough to see a 
steam train pass through. The timing 
was ideal because our next stop was 
south of Walsenburg to see an 
1870s railroad depot that has been 
the focus of an extensive archaeo-
logical study and has recently been 
nominated for listing on the National 
Register of Historic Places. The de-
pot is mostly intact, though the rail-
road was relocated decades ago. 
The foundation of an old saloon is 
next to it and the entire site is pri-
vately owned. 

 

(Continued on Page 5) 

 
DON’T 

FORGET 
These 
Future 
Events 

Sept 21: Michael Mar-
tin Murphey concert, 
Dodge City 

Sept 22-25: SFTA 
Symposium, Dodge 
City, KS 

Oct 15: tour of sites in 
Trinidad area and 
dedication of Richard 
Louden plaque 

Nov 19: BFC Annual 
Education Meeting 

Annual membership in 
both the Santa Fe Trail As-
sociation and the Bent‘s 
Fort Chapter expire Decem-
ber 31. Membership forms 
are on page 5. 

The Santa Fe Trail Asso-
ciation and the Quivera, 
Wagon Bed Springs, 
Bent’s Fort, and Missouri 
River Outfitters chapters 
now have pages on Face-
book.  All have lots of pho-
tos and news about chapter 
events. 

 

Fort Francisco, La Veta 

D&RG Depot 
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The Pioneer Monument 

West End of the Smoky Hill Trail 
by Lee Whiteley 

 

The Pioneer Monument, at the corner of Broadway Street 
and Colfax Avenue in downtown Denver, was designed and 
built by sculptor Frederick MacMonnies. The $70,000 me-
morial was dedicated on June 24, 1911. The fountain is 
topped by a bronze equestrian figure of Kit Carson. Bronze 
sculpture groups depicting the prospector, the hunter, and 
the pioneer mother and child, ring the base of the monu-
ment. 

 

A plaque was added to the Pioneer Monument in 1936: 

 

―Here was the end of the famous SMOKY HILL TRAIL 

emigrant and stage road extending from the Missouri River 
to Denver. 

Traveled by pioneers 1858. 

Surveyed by W. G. Russell 1860. 

Route of Butterfield‘s Overland Dispatch and Wells Fargo 
Express. 

The trail took its human toll. 

Death by thirst and Indian raids. 

Placed by the State Historical Society of Colorado from the 

Mrs. J. N. Hall Foundation and by the City and County of 
Denver. 1936.‖ 

 

A description of MacMonnies monument appeared in Cen-
tury, October 1910: 

 

―In the equestrian statue of Kit Car-
son, the sculpture's aim was to 
sum up the sentiment of the whole 
Western movement, ‗The Call of 
the West—Westward Ho.‘‖ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

―In the prospector he 
has sought to express 
something of the phi-
losophy of the miner 
who alone, in the soli-
tude of the desert, is 
sustained by constant 
hope, and a prophetic 
vision which recog-
nizes great possibili-
ties in the smallest 
indications.‖ 

―In the 
hunter he 
has tried 
to suggest 
something 
of the rov-
ing life of 
the pio-
neer living 
among 
primitive 
conditions, 

 

daily menaced by death, either from starvation or from 
treacherous enemies, and who is only saved from destruc-
tion by constant vigilance and superior woodcraft.‖ 

 

 

―In the group of 
the mother and 
child, he has 
endeavored to 
reflect the high 
qualities of cour-
age and re-
sourcefulness of 
the pioneer 
woman always 
ready to meet 
danger in the 
defense of her 
child and her 
home.‖ 

 

The intersection of Colfax and Broadway is literally the cen-
ter of Denver, for this was ―Milepost 0.0‖ for all auto roads 
radiating from the city. Here was the western end of the 
Golden Belt Road and the Union Pacific Highway, both 
which followed sections of the Smoky Hill Trail. 

 

(Lee Whiteley is one of the Directors of the Smoky Hill Trail 
Association and is a recognized authority on this Trail This 
article originally appeared in the Summer 2011 edition of the 
Overland Despatch and is reprinted with permission.) 
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In our June 
newsletter, Jeff 
Campbell be-
gan a series of 
articles about 
the Civil War 
and the Arkan-
sas River Val-
ley. That series 
continues be-
low. Mr. Camp-
bell is a re-

searcher, historian, and published 
writer. He is also a member of BFC 
and a recent recipient of a SFTA 
research grant to continue his his-
torical research in our area.  

 

Part II: A Trail Runs through it. 
 
Throughout the history of the Upper 
Arkansas Valley the first impression 
remains that two kinds of people 
inhabited it. Perhaps, like any other 
history of any other region. There 
were the people who came, estab-
lished themselves, fought and 
worked hard to maintain a livelihood 
and those who passed through or 
only stayed long enough to experi-
ence the quaintness of the area or 
visit the hardy types that resided 
there. 
 
Of the first group, William Wells 
Bent, his brothers Charles and 
George, John Prowers, Albert and 
Van Daniel Boone, Henry M. Fos-
dick, Charles Autobee and his half 
brother Tom Tobin, as well as many 
of their friends, partners and 
neighbors like Joseph Doyle, Fred 
Pomeroy, Luke Cahill and Jesus 
Vialpando came here, lived here 
and died here. They embraced the 
way of life on the raw edge of civili-
sation, survived, assimilated, some-
times prospered and passed to their 
greater reward where they chose 
near the old Santa Fe Trail. 
 
The second group, especially af-

fected by the Civil War, were the 
soldiers; like James Ewell Brown 
―Jeb‖ Stuart, John Sedgwick, Robert 
Ransom, Edward Canby, Edward 
W. Wynkoop & Louise, Silas S. 
Soule, Joseph A. Cramer, Scott J. 
Anthony, Byron and Mollie Sanford, 
Jesse Spurgeon Haire, Rhomine 
Ostrander, David Henry Louder-
back, and the civilians like Albert 
Greenwood, Samuel G. and Dexter 
D. Colley, Judge John W. Wright, 
Julia and R. L. Lambert. Also in this 
second group were those people 
who came into the region to prosper 
from its resources and were involun-
tarily forced to remove from their 
short-lived adopted homeland, the 
Cheyennes and Arapahoes. 
 
With the election of a new president 
looming in 1860, and the whole of 
the country engrossed in the possi-
bility of a secession of Southern 
states from the Northern states Ma-
jor John Sedgwick, 1st  Lt. ―Jeb‖ Stu-
art, 1st Lt. Robert Ransom and Capt. 
Frederick Steele of the 1

st
 U. S. 

Cavalry marched up the Arkansas in 
early July, 1860 following orders 
from Department of the West at St. 
Louis, Mo., ―A military post will be 
established at, or in the vicinity of 
the Big Timbers, Upper Arkansas, to 
be known as Fort Wise, and garri-
soned by four companies of 
mounted troops, and two companies 
of Infantry...‖ 
 
Part lll: March to the Big Timbers 
 
1st Lt. ―Jeb‖ Stuart, kept a journal for 
Sedgwick‘s column of 1st U. S. Cav-
alry. On July 7th, 1860 - ―Marched up 
the Arkansas along the route to 
Bent‘s [New] Fort and Denver City. 
Road generally level. – Scattered 
trees on islands, but none on either 
bank. Grass very scarce towards 
later part of march. Camped at lower 
end of ―Big Timbers‖ in bend of 
River.‖ July 8th, ―Scattered timber 

along either bank, constituting the 
grove called ―Big Timbers,‖ which 
extends to Bent‘s [New] Fort.‖ July 
9th, ―... camped 3 miles below Bent‘s 
[New] Fort. Large Cottonwoods in 
the bend of the River.‖ He also 
documented scouts and patrols 
across the plains, to Bent‘s Old Fort 
and up the Purgatoire. In the follow-
ing months the command would 
work toward establishing the new 
fort. 
 
In the meantime, President Bu-
chanan‘s Secty. of the Interior in-
structed A. B. Greenwood, Commis-
sioner of Indian Affairs, to go to the 
Arapahoes and Cheyennes and hold 
a treaty council with them. He left 
Washington on August 15. 
 
On August 29, 1860: Fort Wise, 
Kansas Territory was established 
near Bent's New Fort on the north 
bank of the Arkansas R. about 7 mi. 
west of modern Lamar. Bent's New 
Fort was leased and used as a mili-
tary depot. The post was first called 
Ft. Fauntleroy for COL Thomas T. 
Fauntleroy, 1st U. S. Dragoons, then 
Ft. Wise for Gov. Henry A. Wise of 
VA. In early September construction 
began. On Sept. 5th, a post office 
established at the fort and on Sept. 
8 Greenwood arrived at Bent's New 
Fort followed by 13 wagons of trin-
kets and goods for treating with the 
Indians. 
 
In the next few months Major Sedg-
wick and Capt. Steele would go east 
and become generals in the U. S. 
Army and 1st Lt. Stuart would go on 
to become a legendary cavalry gen-
eral as the ―eyes and ears‖ of 
Robert E. Lee‘s Army of Northern 
Virginia and 1st Lt. Ransom would 
serve as a Southern general until 
1864. 
 
(continued on page 4) 
 

The Civil War and the Arkansas Valley, By Jeff Campbell 
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  Civil War and the Arkansas Valley, By Jeff Campbell, continued 

Part IV: The Boone or Fort 
Wise Treaty 
 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 
Alfred B. Greenwood his assistant, 
a physician Dr. F. B. Culver arrived 
at Bent‘s New Fort overlooking Ft. 
Wise which was under construction 
on September 8, 1860. Some 
Arapahoes were already there to 
receive their annual annuity goods, 
but the impatient Greenwood would 
have to wait until the 18th for Black 
Kettle and a few other headmen of 
the Cheyennes to come in for the 
negotiations. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

William Bent, as Indian Agent for 
the Upper Arkansas had set up to 
council and once some verbal 
agreements had been made he 
believed his job was done and re-
signed. Greenwood appointed long
-time Bent business associate, 
friend and guardian of his children, 
Albert Gallatin Boone as "special 
agent" to oversee negotiations ex-
pected he would secure an agree-
ment with the absent chiefs. That 
never happened. 
 
Albert and brother Van Daniel, from 
Westport, MO on the other end of 
the Santa Fe Trail had come into 
the Arkansas Valley to set up a 
ranch and secure part of a stage 
route to the Colorado country for 
their associates of Missouri and 
Kansas. They‘d been coming into 
the Colorado country since the 

days of the Ashley fur and trading 
expeditions. 
 
On Sept. 20, Greenwood left for the 
east and another treaty in Kansas. 
Culver was left behind to take 
charge of treaty goods, essentially 
abandoned. The doctor had to hire 
out as a freighter. It‘s not clear 
what became of Culver. The Con-
gressionally approved draft of the 
treaty would come back to the Ar-
kansas in five months. 
 
February 18, 1861 is the date of 
the formalized Treaty of Fort Wise, 
Kansas Territory, 12 Stat. 1163 
U.S.C., Ratified August 6, 1861. 
Proclaimed by Lincoln, December 
1861. 

―Articles of agreement and conven-
tion made and concluded at Fort 
Wise, in the Territory of Kansas, on 
the eighteenth day of February, in 
the year of our Lord one thousand 
eight hundred and sixty-one, by 
and between Albert G. Boone and 
F. B. Culver, commissioners on the 
part of the United States, and the 
named chiefs and delegates, repre-
senting the confederated tribes of 
Arapahoe and Cheyenne Indians of 
the Upper Arkansas River, viz: Lit-
tle Raven, Storm, Shave-Head, and 
Big-Mouth (on the part of the 
Arapahoes), and Black Kettle, 
White Antelope, Lean Bear, Little 
Wolf and Left Hand, or Namos (on 
the part of the Cheyennes), they 
being thereto duly authorized by 
said confederated tribes of Indi-
ans.‖ 

The clear intent of the government 
is stated; ―ARTICLE 1. The said 
chiefs and delegates of said Arapa-
hoe and Cheyenne tribes of Indians 
do hereby cede and relinquish to 
the United States all lands now 

owned, possessed, or claimed by 
them, wherever situated, except a 
tract to be reserved for the use of 
said tribes located within the follow-
ing described boundaries, to wit: 

―Beginning at the mouth of the 
Sandy Fork [Sand Creek] of the 
Arkansas River and extending 
westwardly along the said river to 
the mouth of Purgatory River; then 
along up the west bank of the Pur-
gatory River to the northern bound-
ary of the Territory of New Mexico; 
thence west along said boundary to 
a point where a line drawn due 
south from a point on the Arkansas 
River, five miles east of the mouth 
of the Huerfano River, would inter-
sect said northern boundary of New 
Mexico; thence due north from that 
point on said boundary of the 
Sandy Fork to the place of begin-
ning. 

Commissioners Boone and Culver, 
the Arapahoes and Cheyennes 
named signed with interpreters 
John S. Smith and Robert Bent wit-
nessing, along with Major Sedg-
wick, Lt. Robert Ransom, Jr. and 
Lt. ―Jeb‖ Stuart. 

Next: Colorado Enters the Civil War 

(Much thanks to Jeff Campbell for 
these articles. During the July BFC 
meeting in La Junta, BFC members 
were asked what topics they 
wanted to learn more about in fu-
ture meetings. The Civil War and 
the Arkansas River Valley was the 

#1 topic.) 

 

Bent’s New Fort, Daniel Jenks, 1859 

Old Fort Lyon, 1800’s 
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 Bents Fort Chapter Members Gather No Moss, continued 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finally most of the group went on towards Aguilar to visit 
Foster Place, an 1860s stage stop and later a Denver & 
Rio Grande depot and eventually a dairy. 

I 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was a great day ―south of the border‖ and thanks to our 
guides in La Veta, Walsenburg and Aguilar for leading 
the way and Ron Dulle for his great photos.‖ 

 (Note...Pat Palmer and LaDonna Hutton also contributed 
some of these pictures.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stagecoaches 
across the 

American West 
 

On July 16th, over 50 mem-
bers of the BFC and guests 
met at the Otero Museum in 
La Junta for a business 
meeting, pot luck, and a 
presentation  

by John Sells, author of Stagecoaches Across the Ameri-
can West. Mr. Sells gave detailed information with maps 
and photos of the routes of the stagecoaches and the 
role they played in the settlement of the America West. 

 

The Arkansas River: History Flows 
Around it In Southeastern Colorado 

 

On August 20, over 60 
BFC members and 
guests met in Rocky Ford 
for a presentation  by 
BFC member Ron Dulle 
on the history of the Ar-
kansas River Valley. Mr. 
Dulle has travelled exten-
sively in Southeastern 

Colorado researching and photographing its history. He 
is also the author of the recently published book, Tracing 
the Santa Fe Trail: Today’s Views Yesterday’s Voices.  

 

With charts, timelines, and photos, Mr. Dulle informed us 
of the significant events in the Valley from roughly 1800 
to 1875, including the earliest travelers, the earliest set-
tlements, the routes travelled, and the significant histori-
cal events that helped shape our area. Some of these 
events included the development of the Santa Fe Trail, 
the Sand Creek Massacre, 
the coming of the rail-
roads, and the evolution of 
business from trapping 
and trading to ranching 
and agriculture.  

Mr. Dulle hinted that he 
might be available for a 
follow-up presentation in 
2012. We‘ll keep our fingers crossed! 

Remains of old saloon at D&RG station. BFC members 
naturally drifted to this site as if pulled by gravity. 

Remains of Augusta Loading Pens at site of D&RG 
Depot. View is toward Fisher‘s Peak, Trinidad 
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 Secretary’s Reports on Recent Bent’s Fort Chapter Meetings. 

BENT‘S FORT CHAPTER MINUTES July 16, 2011 
Otero Museum, La Junta, CO 

CALL TO ORDER – Pat Palmer, President, called the meeting to order and introduced guests Joanne 
VanCoevern, SFTA Manager, and her husband, Greg. 

MINUTES – LaDonna Hutton, Secretary, read the minutes of the March 19, 2011 meeting.  Minutes were 
approved as read. 

TREASURER‘S REPORT – Emery Murray, Treasurer, reported a current balance of $7055.  Emery re-
ported on all expenses and stated the budget was in balance at this time.  He also read a Thank 
You card from CeCe Lucero, a recipient of one of the $50 tuition grants. 

OLD BUSINESS 
Committee Chairman Reports 

2011 Tour Reports 
Glorietta & Pecos Tour, May 2011 – Rod Podszus reported that 50 members of the 

Bent‘s Fort Chapter, the Corazon chapter, and others enjoyed a ―fabulous‖ ex-
perience.  With a custom tour of Pecos National Monument, the Glorietta Battle-
field site and a walking tour of Las Vegas, and excellent food and fellowship, 
everyone had a nice time. 

LaVeta, D & RG Railroad Depot, Stage Stop Site, June, 2011 – Richard Carrillo re-
ported member were able to tour Fort Francisco Museum, a D & RG 19th cen-
tury railroad depot and the Foster Home and Apishipa town site.  There were 
approximate 30 people in attendance who enjoyed the tour guides and the infor-
mation presented Richard Carrillo and Mr. Titley. 

Upcoming Tours & Activities: 
August 21st – Plans are indefinite at this time. 

September 21-25: Symposium, Dodge City, KS  - Joanne VanCoevern, SFTA Manager, gave a detailed itin-
erary of the Symposium.  She encouraged members to consider 
attending and enticed them with information concerning a Mi-
chael Martin Murphy concert, ―heavy‖ hors d‘ oeuvres at Fort 
Dodge, and wonderful speakers and tours.  Registration forms 
can be obtained in Wagon Tracks or on the association website. 

October 15:  Trinidad & Louden Memorial Plaque placement – LaDonna Hutton reported that plans are being 
made and are in the initial stages.  LaDonna has been in touch 
with Trinidad State Junior College and plans are being made for 
the Richard Louden Memorial Plaque.  She also stated that Doug 
Holdread will be leading a walking tour and members will also be 
able to take a trolley tour and possibly tour the Trinidad Museum, 
etc. 

Education – Richard Carrillo 
Report on Santa Fe Trail Course, June 13-14, 2011.  Richard Carrillo reported there 

were eight teachers who attended the course, five of which received $50 tuition 
grants provided by the Bent‘s Fort Chapter.  These funds were provided through 
a Santa Fe Trail Education Grant. 

Membership Report – Betty Murray reported a current membership of 105. 
Publicity/Technology/Website – Rod Podszus reported on the new Santa Fe Trail Website.  There have been 

many improvements made mainly due to the hard work of Joanne VanCoevern and 
Rod.  Rod also encouraged members to use the SFTA Patronize Cards.  He also 
stated that approximately $40,000 placemats have been distributed by Bent‘s Fort 
Chapter members.  They are being used in restaurants, churches, other organization 
events, etc.  Rod also recognized that Boggsville has a new brochure.  A chapter table 
with lots of chapter and other organization information was provided by Rod. 

Trail Preservation – Dub Couch (need to appoint a new chairman) – Pat Palmer announced that Dub has been ill and 
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 Secretary’s Reports...continued 

BENT’S FORT CHAPTER MINUTES July 16, 2011, Continued 
Trail Preservation – Dub Couch (need to appoint a new chairman) – Pat Palmer announced that Dub has 

been ill and that a new Trail Preservation Committee Chairman is needed.   
Trail Marking – Charlie Hutton – No report 
Budget – Emery Murray – As stated earlier, Emery informed us that the budget was in balance. 

NEW BUSINESS 
Santa Fe Trail Association news and updates:  Joanne VanCoevern, SFTA Manager, reported on 

the following: 
SFTA Website:  A very active committee under the direction of Rod Podszus has designed a new and better 

association website, www.santafetrail.org 
National Park Service Funding:  Joanne reported that the Santa Fe Trail Association received funding for 

2012.  Therefore, grants will again be available for education and speakers. 
Bent‘s New Fort Kiosk will be ready to be installed in 2012. 
Trails to Parks Kiosk at Bent‘s Old Fort will be installed before the end of 2011. 

Bent‘s Fort Chapter Hats – Pat Palmer stated that a local supplier in the Lamar area has offered 
the chapter a great opportunity to purchase hats with our BFC logo at the low price of $4.25 for 
a quantity of 144 or $6.00 each for a quantity of 72.  After some discussion, it was moved, sec-
onded and passed to purchase 144 hats at a cost of $4.25 each.  Also included in the motion 
was that the hats will be sold for $10 each or three for $25.00.  Pat Palmer and Shirley Pam-
pus will make the decision on color, etc. 

Membership Survey – Rod Podszus distributed two surveys: a Publications Survey and a Looking 
Ahead to 2012 Survey.  He encouraged members to complete these surveys and return to him 
before leaving the meeting or by e-mailing him.  These surveys will give the chapter an idea of 
what members desire in the way of tours, etc. 

Grant Awards Received – LaDonna Hutton reported the chapter had received two grants this year. 
Education Grant of $500 which is to be used for 5 $50 tuition grants for the SFTA course and $250 to print 

chapter brochures. 
Speaker‘s Bureau Grant of $250 to pay for John Sells‘ expenses for his presentation today. 

Other 
Wamego Kids – Pat Palmer reported that 83 young people and 30 adults enjoyed a nice meal in 

Lamar.  John Carson performed a living history documentary on the life of Kit Carson. 
Announcements 

July 17, 2011 – The Corazon and the End of the Trail chapters hosting a wonderful day at Point of Rocks on 
Faye Gaines ranch in New Mexico. 

July 21, 2011 – Fort Amity presentation at Lamar Community College at 6:30 p.m. 
July 22, 2011 – Ron Dulle‘s exhibit and presentation on the Arkansas River in Pueblo at the Southeast Colo-

rado Heritage Center at 7:00 p.m. 
Entire month of July – Doug Holdread art exhibit at the Business and Arts Incubator Gallery in Rocky Ford. 

Adjourn – Meeting was adjourned. 
Respectfully Submitted, 
LaDonna Hutton, Secretary 
Potluck Lunch was enjoyed by all 
Program:  Stagecoaches Across the American West, John Sells, author, presented highlights of each chapter 

of his new book. 

 

http://www.santafetrail.org
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Books and Maps about the Santa Fe Trail 

During the past couple of years, we‘ve reviewed some of the classic books  about the Santa Fe Trail that 

every trail aficionado should have on his bookshelf. Some of these books were: 

 

Down the Santa Fe Trail and into Mexico; The Diary of Susan Shelby Magoffin, 1846-47, Drumm, 

Stella M., ed.  New Haven, 1962, Paperback. Among the three or four great classics of the trail; a sensi-

tive young girl‘s account of a journey across the plains during the Mexican War.  

Garrard, Lewis H. Wah-to-yah and the Taos Trail, Norman, 1955. A young adventurer‘s experiences on 

the trail and in New Mexico.  

Gregg, Josiah, Commerce of the Prairies, Edited by Max. L. Moorhead. Norman, 1954. If only one book 

could be read on the Santa Fe Trail, this would be it. The bible for the student of the trail.  

Lavender, David, Bent’s Fort, New York, 1954. Not only the best thing available on Bent‘s Fort, but a far-ranging 

account that covers many aspects of the Santa Fe trade   
 

The Santa Fe Trail Association website, www.santafetrail.org, has an excellent annotated bibliography of 

books and articles that you may also want to read. This list can be found by going to the site‘s Home Page, 

clicking on The Trail, and then clicking on Annotated Bibliography. Some of the selections are: 

 

Becknell, Thomas. ―The Journals of Captain Thomas Becknell from Boon‘s Lick to Santa Fe,‖ Missouri 

Historical Review, 4 (1910): 65-84. The original account of the pioneering expeditions to Santa Fe.  

Davis, W. W. H. El Gringo, or New Mexico and Her People. Santa Fe, 1938. The best source for a typi-

cal Victorian American‘s reaction to New Mexico. Good description of a trail journey.   

DeVoto, Bernard. The Year of Decision 1846. Boston, 1943. Brilliant interpretation of Mexican War pe-

riod and march of the Army of the West.   

Duffus, R. L, The Santa Fe Trail. New York, 1931. Still the best popular history of the trail. Beautifully 

written.  

Hughes, John T. Doniphan’s Expedition. Cincinnati, 1848. A Missouri Volunteer recounts the march of 

the Army of the West and the expedition to Chihuahua.  

Majors, Alexander. Seventy Years on the Frontier. Denver, 1893. The classic contemporary account of 

freighting on the Santa Fe Trail.  

Moorhead, Max L. New Mexico’s Royal Road, Trade and Travel on the Chihuahua Trail. Norman, 

1958. Despite the deceptive title, this book ranks second only to Commerce of the Prairies as a basic 

source on the Santa Fe Trail. 

Sunder, John E., ed. Matt Field on the Santa Fe Trail. Norman, 1960. Travels on the trail in 1839-40 as 

recounted by a newspaper reporter. Very good descriptions of landmarks and trail routine.  

Webb, James Josiah. Adventures in the Santa Fe Trade, 1844-47. Edited by Ralph P. Bieber. Glendale, 

1931. Among the four finest books on the trail. Webb‘s long experience in Santa Fe made him a better 

commentator than most on the details of New Mexican life.  
 
Another great way to learn about the Trail is by studying its maps. 
Just go to The Santa Fe Trail Association website Home Page 
and then click on Mapping & Marking. You‘ll see a drop-down menu 
with many options. A good place to start is by clicking on the Option 
that says Trail Maps. Then, click on the NPS Interactive Map. You  
will find a list of 9 historic trails that the NPS has digitized. Just for fun, 
click on the Santa Fe Trail option. Be patient...these maps take a while 
 to load especially if you have a slow Internet connection. You can view 
the whole trail or zoom in to within 200‘ of ground level. With practice, 
you‘ll be able to follow the ruts and swales that remain today. 

 



9 

Page 9  

 Treasurer’s Report, Emery Murray 

At the July 16 BFC meeting, Treasurer Emery 

Murray gave the following report on our chapter‘s 

finances. 

$7,656.86 Balance January 1, 2011 

$7,055.78 Balance July 15, 2011 

 

Expenses: 

$75.00……......Ron Dulle for annual meeting items  

$50.00………...Richard Carrillo 

$440.00……....Publications Costs 

$75.00………..Taylor Tax Service, 2010 Tax Return 

$25.00………..Honorarium to Bill Tilley for leading   

  tour of Foster Stage Station 

$250.00………Scholarships for teachers to attend  

  OJC summer Santa Fe Trail course 

$357.00……….Food to feed 100+ Kansas students 

  and teachers touring Santa Fe Trail 

$1,272 Total Expense Year-to-Date     

 

(At the August 20th meeting, Treasurer Murray re-

ported that the current bank balance is $6,805.00) 

 

 

Membership Report, by Betty 

Murray 
 

Our BFC membership now stands at 107 PAID 

members. Since many of these are family member-

ships, we probably have between 150—200 active 

members in our chapter. 

 

(Note...All memberships expire at the end of the cal-

endar year and must be renewed in January. How-

ever, new members who join after October 1st are 

given a 15 month membership.) 

 

 

 

 

American Battlefield Protection 
Program Grant Awarded 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Southeast Colorado Regional Heritage Task 
Force has received a grant of $43,533 from the Na-
tional Park Service's American Battlefield Protection 
Program (ABPP) to complete historical and ar-
chaeological investigations of the boundaries and 
significance of Bent's New Fort as it related to Sand 
Creek Massacre Battlefield in Colorado. 
 
"We are proud to support projects like this that safe-
guard and preserve American battlefields," said Jon 
Jarvis, Director of the National Park Service. "These 
places are symbols of individual sacrifice and na-
tional heritage that we must protect so that this and 
future generations can understand the struggles that 
define us as a nation." 
 
This grant is one of 25 National Park Service grants 
totaling $1.2 million to preserve and protect 
significant battle sites from all wars fought on Ameri-
can soil. Funded projects preserve battlefields 
from the Colonial- Indian Wars through World War II 
and include site mapping (GPS/GIS data collection), 
archeological studies, National Register of Historic 
Places nominations, preservation and management 
plans. Federal, state, local, and Tribal governments, 
nonprofit organizations, and educational institutions 
are eligible for National Park Service battlefield 
grants which are awarded annually. Since 1996 
more than $12 million has been awarded by ABPP 
to help preserve significant historic battlefields. 
 
(This article originally appeared in the SECHORT August/
September 2011 eblast newsletter.) 

 

BFC members touring site of 
Bent‘s New Fort, June 2010 
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 Where are they now? Who’s buried in Bent’s Tomb? 

Have you ever wondered where all of those famous 

people in our Southeastern Colorado historical past 

ended up? Where is Kit Carson today? What about 

William Bent? John Prowers? Thomas Boggs? 

Bill Lowe, BFC member from Las Animas, has ex-

tensive knowledge of where some of these people 

lie. He‘s researched local cemeteries and well-

known persons and supplied much of the informa-

tion below for this article. Due to space limitations, 

not all of Bill information could be printed at this 

time. 

Did we leave out someone important? Contact the 

editor at rodpodszus@gmail and we‘ll add more 

names to this list. 

Person Known For Burial Place 

Acabajal, Jacob Syrian, Camel Driver Rural Bent County, Colorado 

Aubry, Francois X Trader, Freighter, Santa Fe Trail Santa Fe, New Mexico 

Autobee, Charles Settler, Trader, Scout St Vrain Cemetery, Avondale 

Becknell, William Father of Santa Fe Trail Clarksville, Texas 

Bent, Charles 
Territorial Governor of New Mex-
ico, Brother of William Bent Santa Fe, New Mexico 

Bent, George Brother of William Bent St. Louis, Missouri 

Bent, George 
Son of William Bent and Owl 
Woman Colony, Oklahoma 

Bent, Robert Brother of William Bent St. Louis, Missouri 

Bent, William Trapper, trader, Bent's Fort Las Animas, Colorado 

Black Kettle Cheyenne Chief, Sand Creek Cheyenne, Oklahoma 

Boggs, John Rancher Las Animas, Colorado 

Boggs, Thomas Pioneer, Rancher, Boggsville Springer, New Mexico 

Bridger, Jim Mountain man, merchant Independence, Missouri 

Carson, Kit Scout, trader, trapper Taos, New Mexico 

Chivington, John 
Glorietta Pass Battle, Sand Creek 
Massacre Fairmount Cemetery, Denver 

Donoho, Mary 
First woman traveler, Santa Fe 
Trail Clarksville, Texas 

Doniphan, Alexander Soldier Liberty, Missouri 

Garrard, Lewis Santa Fe Trail traveler, writer Cincinnati, Ohio 

Goodnight, Charles Cattleman Goodnight, Texas 

Gregg, Josiah Santa Fe Trail Trader San Bernardino, California 

Magoffin, Susan Santa Fe Trail Traveler, Diarist Magoffin County, Kentucky 

Maxwell, Lucien Frontiersman, rancher, land grant Fort Sumner, New Mexico 

Otero, Miguel Antonio Businessman, Otero County Riverside Cemetery, Denver 

Russell, Marion Sloan Traveler, Santa Fe Trail Stonewall, Colorado 

St Vrain, Ceran Trader, partner with William Bent Mora, New Mexico 

Swink, George Farmer, Seed producer Rocky Fort, Colorado 

Thompson Bill JJ Ranch, hired killer Higbee, Colorado 

Tobin, Tom Mountain man  Fort Garland, Colorado 

Wootten, Dick Trapper, trader, Raton Pass Trinidad, Colorado 
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BENT’S FORT CHAPTER 

2011 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

Name   

 

Mailing address 

 

Email        Home Phone 

 

Work Phone       Cell Phone 

 

Membership Type (s) You Are Purchasing:        ____BFC Individual $15.00       ____BFC Family $15.00 

(Check All That Apply)         ____Lifetime $500.00    ____Business/Organization $20.00 

          

Membership Type:    ____New Membership        ____Renewal         

  

Make Checks Payable to Bent’s Fort Chapter. Mail This Sheet and Check (s) to: 

EMERY MURRAY / 231 VIGIL AVE / LAS ANIMAS, CO 81054 

(719) 456-2050 / murbelo_38@yahoo.com 

Questions or Comments?  

Pat Palmer 
President 
(719) 336-4323 
gpatpalmer@hotmail.com 

Bonnie Ratliff 

Vice-President 
(719) 469-5088 

bonnie@rural-com.com 

LaDonna Hutton 

Secretary SFTA Board of 
Directors 
(719) 254-7266 

ldhutton@bresnan.com 
 

Emery Murray 
Treasurer 
(719) 456-2050 
murbelo_38@yahoo.com 

Betty Murray 

Membership 
(719) 456-2050 

murbelo_38@yahoo.com 

Lolly Ming 

Tours & Website 
(719) 523-6968 
Star33@yahoo.com 

 
 

Richard Carrillo 
Education & Nominating 
(719) 384-8054 
cuarteljo@centurytel.net 

Dub Couch 

Trail Preservation 
(719) 254-3000 

dubcouch@ria.net 

Charlie Hutton 

Trail Marking 
(719) 254-7266 
cnhutton@bresnan.com 

 
 

Rod Podszus 
Publications, SFTA Board of 
Directors 
(719) 339-5543 

rodpodszus@gmail.com 

Mike Olsen 
SFTA  Vice-President 
(719) 590-1048 
mpolsen1@comcast.net 

Don Lowman 

Past President 

Last Minute BFC / SFTA News 

BFC trail marking efforts are mov-
ing forward as we get final approv-
als from National Park Service and 
county commissioners on sign lo-
cations. Over 20 new signs will be 
placed along county roads during 
the next 12 months. 

BFC needs help with trail preserva-
tion and trail marking work. Contact 
Pat Palmer at 719-931-4323. 

Leo Oliva has finished his last is-
sue of Wagon Tracks, the official 
publication of SFTA.  Ruth Friesen, 
the new editor, is now in charge 

and is accepting articles, news 
items, and other suggestions at 
rpfriesen@comcast.net. 

More Santa Fe Trail Placemats /
Maps will be available in October. 
During the past year, BFC mem-
bers have given away over 60,000 
of these mats to area restaurants, 
motels, country clubs, schools, and 
caterers. Contact Rod at 719-339-
5543 or at rodpodszus@gmail.com 
if you would like some to distribute. 
They are free and are a great way 
to promote the Trail. They also 

help promote tourism in our area. 

The new SFTA website is adding 
new content and features daily.  
www.santafetrail.org is the ad-
dress. Be sure to check out the 
revamped BFC page. And, don‘t 
forget to check out the BFC Face-
book page 

Speaking of Facebook, would you 
like to help keep it current with 
photos, events, and other  local 
items of interest? If so, send Rod 
Podszus a FB message. 
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rodpodszus@gmail.com 

(719) 339-5543 

1507 North Weber Street 

Colorado Springs, CO 809 


