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On Saturday, July 14, 2012, over 50 
members and guests of the Bent’s Fort 
Chapter met at the Big Timbers Mu-
seum in Lamar for a presentation by 
BFC member Ron Dulle entitled “10 
Things the Santa Fe Trail Taught Me.” 

The event began with a lunch prepared 
by the Santa Fe Trail Dutch Oven 
Cookers. Following lunch, everyone 
was invited to visit the transportation 
wing of the museum to view the historic 
vehicles that have been collected. 

Ron has researched the Santa Fe Trail 
and the Arkansas River Valley for 
years and has shared his findings in 
presentations, photography exhibits, 
and in his book, Tracing the Santa Fe 
Trail: Today’s Views, Yesterday's 
Voices. 

So what were some of the things that 
the Trail taught Ron? One was that the 
traders were sorely tested during the 
first 120 miles of the Trail, roughly the 
distance from Independence, MO, to 
Council Grove, KS. Only the hardiest 

travelers persevered and continued. 
They had to learn new skills, train new 
animals, and cross many streams. Af-
ter Council Grove, the trip got even 
harder as water, grass, and fuel grew 
scarce, the heat increased, the insects 

multiplied, and the animals and equip-
ment began to wear out and break 
down. 

Another thing Ron discussed was the 
importance of the Kansas City area to 
our nation’s westward expansion. The 
Santa Fe Trail, the Oregon Trail, and 
the California Trail all began in the 
Kansas City area. Military routes trav-
ersed the area and virtually every fa-
mous trapper, trader, and explorer 
passed through the area or got sup-
plies there. 

Ron’s also spoke of the importance of 
William Bent in keeping peace on the 
plains, the effects of the Mexican-
American War, Mexican merchants on 
the Trail, and the many little people and 
little incidents that had big long-lasting 
impact on our area. 

 
DON’T 
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Old Fort Holiday Cele-
bration 
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No matter how you spell his name (Autobee, Auto-
bees, Hortuvis, Otterby, Ortibiez, Ortivis, or the count-
less other Spanish and French variations of it), Charles 
was a participant in many of the significant historical 

events near our part of the Ameri-
can Southwest.   

On Saturday, August 11th, 
George Autobees, a direct de-
scendent of Charles, gave a pres-
entation on his ancestor to 42 
members of the Bent’s Fort Chap-
ter at the Blackburn-Dennis Com-
munity Center in Fowler, CO. 

 

 

 

George told how young 
Charles left his home in 
St. Louis in 1826 at the 
age of 16 to head west to 
trap beaver. During the 
next 56 years, he trapped, 
traded,  hunted, scouted, 
farmed, ranched, traded 
whiskey and got to know 
virtually everyone in the 
old west including the 
Bents, Ceran St. Vrain, Kit 
Carson, Buffalo Bill, and 
Wild Bill Hickok. 

He helped put down the Taos Revolt of 1846 and was 
pressed into service at the Sand Creek Massacre in 
1864, where he refused to fight. His last home was his 
ranch near the confluence of the Huerfano and Arkan-
sas Rivers near present day Avondale. He is buried in 
the St. Vrain Cemetery in Avondale. 

Following the presentation, BFC members caravanned 
to the Autobees’ family cemetery near Avondale when 
another family descendent, Abel Rael, pointed out the 
site of the original Autobee compound and gravesites.  

Charles Autobees is also known for being the half-
brother of Tom Tobin, who was a trapper, trader, 
scout, and mountain man. Tobin was working at 
Turley’s whiskey mill in Taos when the Pueblo Revolt 
erupted and was one of only two men to escape. He 
also helped put down the revolt. 

In later years Tobin gained fame as the man who 
hunted down and killed the Espinosa brothers who ter-
rorized Colorado in the 1860’s, killing over 30 settlers 

and miners. Much of his life was lived in the Fort Gar-
land area where he ranched and traded horses. He is 
buried in that area today. Tobin’s daughter Pascualita 

was married to Billy 
Carson, a son of Kit 
Carson. 
 
 
 
Abel Rael, left, telling 
Emery Murray and 
Vicky Eads the history 
of his famous ances-
tors. The Autobees 
ranch was located at 
this site. Later most of 
the land was taken by 
the US Army for the 
construction of Fort 
Reynolds.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Autobees historical marker 
and gravesite in Avondale 
Cemetery. 

Charles Autobees: Trapper, Trader, Scout, Rancher, and Arkansas River Valley Pioneer 

Charles Autobees 

George Autobee 

Blackburn-Dennis Center 
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Amache Preservation Society of Granada High School Receives President’s Award 

(Pilgrimages to 
former WWII 
concentration 
camps for those 
of Japanese de-
scent were 
started in the 
late 1960s. It 
took nearly a 
quarter century 

for former prisoners and their descendants to ques-
tion why they had been imprisoned and begin search-
ing for answers. 

In 1976, the Asian American Community Action Re-
search Program (CARP) comprised of former prison-
ers, community members and students began the 
first formal Pilgrimage to Amache. In 1983, the Den-
ver Central Optimists Club (now the Amache Club) 
took over the organizing of the Pilgrimage event and 
erected a second cemetery monument to US military 
casualties from Amache. The first stone monument 
was left by prisoners as they departed Amache in late 

1945. 
In conjunction with 
Granada High 
School teacher 
John Hopper and 
his students, the 
cemetery site has 
been transformed 
with trees and 
grass watered by a 

drip-irrigation system, thus creating an oasis in the 
arid countryside. 

The annual Amache Pilgrimage takes place on the 
Saturday before Memorial Day weekend. Arriving at 
the Amache cemetery around 11:30 A.M., a short 
ceremony is held to commemorate those who died 
while imprisoned there or while serving in the US mili-
tary. A potluck lunch is shared at the Granada High 
School lunchroom and a short program takes place 
which can include  performances and a display of ar-
tifacts from the Amache site donated by former pris-
oners. Marcia Will-Clifton, BFC Vice-President has 
furnished the information and photos that follow.) 
The annual Amache Pilgrimage was held on Satur-
day, May 19, 2012, in Granada, Colorado. Despite 
severe thunderstorm warnings, hail, and blustery 
winds, all guests arrive safely at the Amache Ceme-
tery and the sun shone during the Buddhist cere-
mony. 

A lunch buffet and program followed for all guests at 
Granada High School. 

History Colorado 
(formerly known as the 
Colorado Historical So-
ciety) presented the 
President’s Award for 
2011 to John Hopper, 
Advisor, and all the stu-
dent members of the 
Amache Preservation 
Society. This prestigious award is given annually at 
the Saving Places historic preservation conference. 

In addition, seniors Selena Demmers, Brittani 
Widener, Carrie Morrow, Jordan Kemp, and Brady 
Rink received scholarships from the Japanese-
American Citizens League of Denver. The Japanese 
Consulate, The Japanese-American Group of 
Colorado Springs, Friends of Amache, DU Anthropol-
ogy Students and Faculty, Colorado Preservation Inc. 
and History Colorado were joined by members of the 
Amache and Granada communities. What a wonder-
ful day!  

John Hopper 
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DAR Members Reenact 1912 Ceremony at Bent’s Old Fort 

 (On September 8, 2012, the La Junta Chapter of the 
DAR reenacted the placement of a stone marker at 
Bent’s Old Fort, a marker that was placed there in 
1912. About 75 people attended the event including 
DAR members from Denver, Colorado Springs, and 
even from out of state. BFC member and DAR mem-
ber Kitty Overmyer contributed the article and photos 
that follow. Additional photos came from LaDonna 
Hutton.)  
A wonderful 
chance to 
dress up in 
long skirts and 
big hats.   It 
turned out to be 
so much more 
for us.  Many of 
us are new 
members of 
DAR.  Our 
members even asked "Now why are we doing this?"  
It WAS FUN,  but so much more.  

We learned how the ladies who started our chapter 
100 years ago became incorporated so that they 
could take on the responsibility of owning the land 
given to them by AE Reynolds and preserving a pre-
cious historic site.  They, with their husbands, 
planted trees, located and revered the graves of 
those who were buried near the fort, and paid the 
land taxes until 1954.  They covered the adobe foun-
dations with burlap to help preserve them and they 
marked the site until they gave it to the state who 
then gave it to the National Park Service. 

We are proud to wear 1910 costumes and wave at 
the La Junta population.  We all learned from the re-
enactment about Bent and Otero history as well as 
our sisters who helped preserve the trail and this his-
toric site, and we had a WONDERFUL TIME.    Kitty 
Overmyer, Regent, La Junta Chapter, NSDAR 

 
Don 
Overmyer, 
portraying 
the Rev. 
Charles 
Bean 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Clara Lee Stafford 
singing “Where the 
Columbines Grow”, 
accompanied by Vir-
ginia Darcey from 
Arkansas, and Ed 
Stafford turning the 
pages  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Don Headlee portraying Las Animas Mayor John C. 
Davidson 
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Thanks to the efforts of the La Junta Chapter of the 
DAR (see story on page 4), the site of Bent’s Old Fort 
was saved. What was the history of the Fort between 
1849 when William Bent abandoned it and the early 
20th century when the site was saved? 

Despite Bent’s attempts to blow up the fort in 1849, 
much survived the blast and fire that followed. By 
1861, the remains were being used as a stage station 
and a post office. In 1870, Julia Bent Guerrier, the 
daughter of William and Owl Woman, received legal 
title to the property as a result of the 1865 Treaty of 
the Little Arkansas River. (For more information about 
that treaty, see the April 2012 copy of the BFC News-
letter, page 2). She lived at the site until 1972 when 
she sold the land to John Prowers. Prowers then used 
the site as a line camp and cattle stockade. 

During the 1880s, settlers in the Arkansas Valley 
hauled away most of the salvageable remains of the 
fort: timbers, adobes, and bricks. By the early 1900’s, 
little remained of Bent’s Old Fort except for some 
lumps of adobe. The ground was open and part of a 
field from a nearby farm. Cattle from the Bent’s Fort 
Land and Cattle Company roamed freely over the 
site. 

Fortunately, the owner of the land, Mr. A.E. Reynolds, 
recognized the importance of the site and wanted it to 
be preserved. He appreciated the work of the DAR in 
placing markers along the Santa Fe Trail. In 1920, 
when Mr. Reynolds decided to sell his land, he con-
tacted the La Junta Chapter of the DAR to see if the 
Chapter would be interested in assuming responsibil-
ity for the site. It was and on November 14, 1920, 
4.41 acres containing much of the original Fort were 
deeded to the Chapter. 
In the years that followed, the DAR worked tirelessly 
to preserve the site by stabilizing remains, planting 
trees, erecting fences and gates, and campaigning to 
get roads, bridges, and electricity built to the site. Ad-
ditional small parcels of land contiguous to the site 
were added. 
In 1954, the DAR deeded the site to the State of Colo-
rado so that the State Historical Society could man-
age it. Archaeological work under the direction of Her-
bert W. Dick of Trinidad State College took place dur-
ing the summer of 1954. 

By 1957, the National Park Service began to get in-
volved as it considered sites significant to the western 
expansion of the nation. In 1960, President Eisen-

hower signed legislation authorizing the establishment 
of a National Historic Site at Bent’s Old Fort and in 
1963 a second archaeological survey was begun. 
This work lasted 3 years and revealed the layout of 
the fort and provided much information necessary for 
the reconstruction of the fort. 

     1964 aerial photos of archaeology work at the site 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In 1975, reconstruction of the Fort began and in July 
1976 the site was formally opened to the public. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Information for this article came from Kitty Overmyer, 
the NPS, a DAR report prepared by Mrs. Lee Strain in 
March 1976, Bent’s Old Fort Historic Association, and 
an article in the September 12, 2012, La Junta Trib-
une Democrat by Bette McFarren.) 

A Brief History of Bent’s Old Fort: 1849—1976 
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(One of the lost sites along the Santa Fe Trail in our 
area is “The Hole in the Prairie”. The site is in the 
area of Hoehne along Hwy 350. In August 1989, 
Wagon Tracks printed an article about the search for 
this spot. That article is reprinted below with the per-
mission of the author and the editor of Wagon 
Tracks.) 
LOOKING FOR SITE OF 
HOLE-IN-THE-PRAIRIE 
by Marc Simmons 
On July 11 several SFTA members set out to search 
for the lost Santa Fe Trail site of Hole-in-the- 
Prairie, located on the Mountain Branch about 20 
miles northeast of Trinidad, CO. In the party 
were Jesse Scott, Jr.. Paul Bentrup, ranchers Richard 
and Willard Louden, Mark L. Gardner, Marc Simmons 
and two NPS employees attached to the Pinon 
Canyon Maneuver Area. 

Hole-in-the-Prairie 
was a well known 
camping place 
mentioned by 
early-day Trail 
travelers. Lt. 
James Abert in 
1846 described it 

as a collection of small ephemeral pools, but men-
tioned no distinguishing landmarks that might help pin 
down the exact location. The Barlow & Sanderson 
stage company built a station at the site in late 1866, 
and it was traces 
of that structure 
that the search 
party hoped to 
locate. 

About 20 years 
ago, the 
Loudens had 
accompanied the 
late Morris Tay-
lor to the area in 
search of Hole-in
-the-Prairie, but without success. Another try in April 
of this year by Scott, Gardner, and others also failed 
to pinpoint the station. 

Now though, Gardner had found surveyor's notes 
from the early 1870s (in the courthouse at Trinidad) 
that fixed the precise quarter-section in which the 
stage station was situated. The search party spent the 
entire day walking the ground, an alkali flat on the 

southern branch of Van Bremer Arroyo (which flows 
east to the Purgatory River). Scattered shell casings 
from a Henry rifle, a very old metal canteen, a square 
nail, and arrowhead were found, but no concentration 
of artifacts that might suggest a stage station site. 

Late in the day Bentrup interviewed Charles Shehorn, 
an old timer in nearby Model, CO, who remembered 
as a boy riding horseback past the station. He said it 
was not on the flat but a dugout with a stone-wall front 
built into a low shale bluff on the southern extremity of 
the basin. After he had seen it, ranchers had removed 
the stone for building material. 

That description is highly plausible because it is 
known that Barlow & Sanderson built dugout stations 
in the bluffs of the Arkansas immediately to the north. 
Late in the day the search party walked the shale 
bluffs just inside the fence of the Helen Torres ranch, 
but no trace of the remains of a dugout could be posi-
tively identified.  

Therefore, while the general location of th Hole-in-the- 
Prairie campsite is known, the site of the stage station 
remains a mystery. All was not lost, however, be-
cause the SFTA members had an interesting day 
"on the Trail" 
 
Note...a little Google searching for Hole in the Prairie 

will yield some interesting results. One document very 

interesting is entitled “Historic Trail Map of the Trini-

dad 1 by 2 degree Quadrangle, by Glenn R. Scott, 

2002. (The document can be found on line at http://

pubs.usgs.gov/imap/i-2745/i-2745pam.pdf.) This 

document lists many trails, wagon roads, stagecoach 

lines, and other routes that traversed the area. The 

Hole in the Prairie is identified as being in this loca-

tion: Hole-in-the-Prairie, 1866, stage station and wa-

tering hole on the Mountain Branch of the Santa Fe 

Trail, in the NW corner sec. 10, T. 30 S., R. 61 W., 

near Timpas Creek and the Goodnight Trail. 

Another interesting document on line is called 

“Transportation in the Purgatory River Region”. It can 

by found at http://coloradopreservation.org/crsurvey/

ranching/sites/rch_contexts_transportation.html. This 

document covers trails, railroads, stage lines, and 

modern roads and highways in the area. 

Then, there’s also Google Earth...the list is endless! 

Looking for the Site of “ Hole in the Prairie ”  
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 LaDonna Hutton: Vice-President, Santa Fe Trail Association 

 

(LaDonna Hutton, BFC Secretary, is also the Vice-President of the Santa Fe Trail Association. She is a very busy lady who takes her 

responsibilities seriously. Below is a copy of the written report she submitted to SFTA for the September 2012 Board meeting. It con-

tains important information about the ongoing discussions regarding the Combat Aviation Brigade that is coming to the Pinon Can-

yon Maneuver site.) 

 

It has been my pleasure to represent the Santa Fe Trail Association in several capacities in the last few months. 

Wagons Ho Event, Bent’s Old Fort, May 11-13, 2012 – Taking the meal reservations for the Friday evening meal was truly a 

great experience for me.  Everyone who called in or e-mailed in their reservations were so excited about the event.  It was 

also nice to promote the Santa Fe Trail Association and the Bent’s Fort Chapter at our information table.  The event was a 

huge success and I believe we gained several members. 

Santa Fe Trail and Combat Aviation Brigade (CAB) Stationing Meeting, Pinon Canyon Maneuver Site, July 13, 2012.  The U.S. 

Army opened communication with the Santa Fe Trail Association and other historic organizations regarding the training of 

the new Combat Aviation Brigade at the Pinon Canyon Maneuver Site between La Junta and Trinidad, Colorado.   The 

Santa Fe Trail Association was well-represented at this meeting with several members in attendance:  myself, Dorothy Rus-

sell, Jeff Trotman, Rod Podszus, Kevin Lindahl, and Beverly Babb.  In addition, Wyvonne Graham, Santa Fe Trail Byways; 

Rebecca Goodwin, Otero County Historic Society Chair; and Keith Goodwin, Otero County Commissioner were there rep-

resenting the local area.  Also in attendance were representatives from U.S. Forest Service, Comanche National Grasslands, 

Army Corps of Engineers, Colorado Professional Archaeologists, and Trinidad.  Mr. Wayne Thomas, Fort Carson DPW-

Environmental Division, hosted the meeting.  From Mr. Thomas’ informative presentation, the flight patterns of helicopters 

and other support aircraft were revealed.  There will be approximately 113 Blackhawk helicopters, 2700 soldiers, and 600-

700 wheeled vehicles and trucks coming to Fort Carson in 2013.  There could possibly be a maximum of 8 flights per day 

20 days per month between Fort Carson and the Pinon Canyon Maneuver Site.  No matter the route these aircraft take they 

will be crossing the Santa Fe Trail at some point.  As Mr. Thomas commented, the Santa Fe Trail is currently the most 

sought after trail in the national trail system.  Therefore, the purpose of this meeting was to determine how to mitigate dis-

turbance to the view and the “trail experience” of Santa Fe Trail visitors.  Issues and discussion captured from the meeting 

are as follows: 

 Prevent over flight of helicopters at certain locations along the trail such as Sierra Vista, Iron Spring, Hole-in-the-

Rock, etc. 

Protect historic views from Model to Sierra Vista. 

Keep helicopter over flights away from some public areas of the Comanche National Grasslands (Dinosaur Tracks, 

trailheads/camping areas) 

Sign on US Hwy. 350/Santa Fe Tail identifying low flying aircraft for Route Hawk, the proposed flight path. 

Proactively collect data about aviation activity.  Get input from public as well as other sources. 

Install a kiosk of past and present aviation information at front gate of PCMS. 

Army and Santa Fe Trail Association partner to develop a kiosk at front gate of PCMS. (Jeff Trotman’s idea.) 

Fly friendly reporting.  Provide the public with contact information about how to report and what information to 

provide when reporting aviation activity. 

Avoid the low level over flights of animal herds (cattle, elk, antelope, and deer). 

Avoid low level over flights of state wildlife areas along Route Hawk. 

How can ranchers along Route Hawk notify Army when calving is occurring? 

How can Army inform public when Military Operations Area (MOA) PCMS is activated? 

Provide a helicopter demonstration flying at different elevations above the ground. 

Santa Fe Trail Association is currently updating their 10-year master plan.  No specific kiosk project has been 

funded along US Hwy. 350 at this time. 

Actions that Fort Carson will begin to investigate now: 

Update and publicize reporting procedures for community members to report. 

Collect data on complaints/issues from community and resolution. 

Coordinate for a flight demonstration. 

Conclusion:  Groups represented agreed to wait until the CAB started training before any forms of potential adverse 

effects of possible mitigation could truly be determined.  Fort Carson is willing to make adjustments and develop 

mitigation techniques based on continued consultation, observation, assessment and feedback from interested and 

potentially impacted parties. 

Rod Podszus, Jeff Trotman, and myself all shared Santa Fe Trail and National Park Service information and voiced our opinions 

and concerns.  Overall, I felt the meeting was productive and I felt privileged to be able to represent the Santa Fe Trail As-

sociation at this meeting. 
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The Mormon Battalion in the Mexican-American War 

 
When the United States declared war on Mexico in 
1846, Colonel (soon to be General) Stephen Kear-
ney at Fort Leavenworth, KS, was ordered into com-
bat. One of his responsibilities was to raise an army 
of volunteers to supplement his regular troops. Mis-
sourians were quick to volunteer but more men were 
needed. 

Fortuitously, a large number of Mormons were 
camped along the Missouri River near present day 
Omaha, NE, just 200 miles north of Leavenworth. 
These Mormons were fleeing persecution in Illinois 
and Missouri and were on their way to Utah. Broke 
and poorly equipped, the group had decided to 
spend a year in the Omaha area raising funds and 
securing supplies to continue their journey. 

Brigham Young saw a great public relations and fi-
nancial opportunity in the situation. If Mormons vol-
unteered to serve in Kearney’s army, they would 
demonstrate their loyalty to the United States. Also, 
the men could donate their payroll to the Mormon 
Church which could then buy wagons and other sup-
plies to continue the exodus to Utah. 

Over 500 men volunteered and on July 16, 1846, the 
Mormon Battalion was mustered into service as part 
of Kearney’s Army of the West. (Thirty-three women 
were also employed as laundresses and they 
brought with them 51 children.) The battalion arrived 
at Fort Leavenworth on August 30th where it re-
ceived pay and equipment and two weeks training. 
Then it was off to the Santa Fe Trail, arriving in the 
city of Santa Fe in August. Eventually the battalion 
would march all the way to California, building a 
wagon road along the way. 

Before marching to California, battalion commander 
Philip St. George Cooke sent most of the women and 
children and a number of the sick men to Pueblo, 
CO, where they built cabins, planted gardens, and 
spent the winter. Supplies were drawn from military 
stocks at Bent’s Old Fort. 

Kenneth Mays, a teacher at 
Salt Lake University and a 
member of the Mormon His-
toric Sites Foundation, has 
been studying and photo-
graphing Mormon sites in the 
west, including sites along the 
route of the Mormon Battalion. 
He has published a series of 
brief articles and photos in the 

Deseret News and has given us permission to reprint 
them in this newsletter. We’ll pick up his series at the 
Santa Fe Trail Center in Larned, KS, and end it in 
Pueblo. 

“Members of the Mormon Battalion camped at this 
site in Pawnee County, Kan., on Sept. 8, 1846. The 
Santa Fe Trail Center of Larned, Kansas, is presently 
located at the site. 

A Mormon Battalion historical 
marker there notes that the 
campsite provided plenty of 
firewood, but the exhausted 
soldiers were unable to use it 
because of the soaking rains 
that had fallen that day. Mem-
bers of the camp were "like so 
many drowned rats." The 
rains created problems for the 
battalion the next day as well 
in the form of swollen Pawnee 
River, requiring that ropes be 
used to pull wagons through the river and up the op-
posite bank. 

The Fort Larned National Historic Site and some 
good trail ruts are found just a few miles away. Fort 
Larned, however, had not yet been built when the 
Mormon Battalion passed by.” 
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The Mormon Battalion in the Mexican-American War...continued 

“While in Kansas, 
the Mormon Battal-
ion followed the 
Santa Fe Trail for 
more than 300 
miles. After passing 
through Dodge City, 
they reached the 
town of Cimarron, 
where the Santa Fe 

Trail split.  

The first option, 
or Mountain 
Route, was a 
longer but 
cooler road 
with more and 
better sources 
of water.  

The second, or 
Cimarron 
Route, was a shorter but drier route on which water 
sources were extremely limited.  

Most groups chose one route or the other at Cimarron, 
but the Mormon Battalion evidently traveled a few miles 
beyond to the town of Ingalls before deciding. At that 
point, some of the men and families were required to 
leave the main body of soldiers and take a different 
route.  

Several historical 
signs and mark-
ers in the pre-
sent-day town of 
Cimarron provide 
information 
about this major 
Santa Fe Trail 
cutoff. “ 

 

“Through most of the state of Kansas, the Mormon Bat-
talion followed the Santa Fe Trail, which split at the 
town of Cimarron.  

The first option or Mountain Route, was a longer but 
cooler road with more and better sources of water. The 
second option, or Cimarron Route, was shorter, but it 
was wild and dangerous with water sources being ex-
tremely limited.  

The original plan of the army was for the entire battalion 
to take the longer northern route with more water 
sources. However, orders were changed so that the first 
of three sick detachments would take that route and the 
majority of the battalion ordered to follow the southern 
route.  

Stanley B. Kimball wrote 
that the two groups 
separated at Ingalls, 
Gray County, a few 
miles west of the town of 
Cimarron. The image 
above shows the area of 
Ingalls today, and the 
image at right 
shows the dried-
up bed of the Ar-
kansas River at 
Ingalls where the 
two groups di-
vided.” 

 

 

“Military orders were changed near Ingalls, Kan., in-
structing the first of three major detachments to sepa-
rate from the main body of the Mormon Battalion and 
take the northern or mountain route of the Santa Fe 
Trail to Colorado.  

Captain Nelson Higgins led that group, commanding 10 
soldiers who escorted some Mormon women and chil-
dren. They followed the Arkansas River west to Bent's 
Fort and continued on to Pueblo, Colo. The Higgins de-
tachment began its journey on Sept. 16, 1846.  

One image shows the recon-
structed Bent's Fort at the 
Bent's Old Fort National His-
toric Site on the banks of the 
Arkansas River. The other 
view shows the river.  

At that time, lands on the 
right (north) side of the 
river in this view would 
have been in U.S. terri-
tory, and lands on the left 
side were part of Mexico.” 

http://www.deseretnews.com/topics/1830/Stanley-B-Kimball.html
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 The Mormon Battalion in the Mexican-
American War...continued 

“Continuing west from Bent's Fort on the Arkansas 
River, U.S. Army Capt. Higgins and the first detach-
ment of the Mormon Battalion made its way to a tem-
porary settlement near present-day Pueblo, Colo.  

The historical marker seen here identifies the site at 
Pueblo where that detach-
ment of the battalion spent 
the winter of 1846-47. Other 
members of The Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints traveling from Missis-
sippi to the Salt Lake Valley 
spent that winter at Pueblo 
as well. The combined 
groups formed a settlement 
of some 275 persons. Crops 
were planted and game was 
plentiful.  

The text of the plaque on the marker notes these 
Saints erected a church and rows of dwellings made 
of cottonwood logs.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Note...the Mormons arrived in Pueblo on August 7, 
1946. Their homes were built near the El Pueblo trad-
ing post.  Land was cleared, crops planted, cabins 
built of cottonwood, and horse trading began with the 
Indians. A large herd of cattle was accumulated from 
the worn out stock of traders.  
By January of 1847, the population reached 300 per-
sons. 50 log cabins lined the main street. Dances 
were held and attracted men from other frontier set-
tlements, including Dick Wootton. In May 1947, the 
town was abandoned as the community migrated 
north to the Oregon Trail and resumed its trek to the 
Salt Lake City area. The wood in the cabins was sal-
vaged by other settlers and later floods wiped out all 
evidence of the community.) 

Saturday, August 
25, 2012 on the 96th 
Birthday of the Na-
tional Park Service, 
an exciting new se-
ries of exhibits was 
officially unveiled at 
Fort Union National 
Monument in 
Watrous, NM.  

The exhibits were planned and installed  with many 
partners in the National Park Service’s Connect 
Trails to Parks program. Welcome talks at the un-
veiling were given by Linda Lutz-Ryan, Acting Su-
perintendent of Fort Union National Monument; 
Aaron Mahr, National Park Service National Trails 
Intermountain Region; Faye Gaines, Santa Fe Trail 
Association Board of Directors; Pablo Sedillo, Field 
Representative for US Senators Jeff Bingaman and 
Tom Udall and representatives from Cornerstone 
Community Partnerships and New Mexico Depart-
ment of Transportation. After the official ribbon cut-
ting, the caravan of guests and staff drove to the pull
-off on  NM Hwy 161, featuring dramatic wagon ruts 
of the Santa Fe Trail. 

Refreshments followed at 
Watrous Community Center and 
then a visit to the second pull-off 
exhibit featuring the Santa Fe 
Trail Overlook. The afternoon 
activities included lunch with a 
Ranger and the opportunity for 
kids to earn the new Santa Fe 
National Historic Trail Junior 
Ranger badge. 

The exhibit’s signature artwork is a dramatic litho-
graph which is featured in the group of panels at the 
wagon ruts. The following quotes from the unveiling 
program should be treasured by all members of the 
Bents Fort Chapter: 
“ Thank you to …. the partners and many volunteers  
for raising public awareness of the Santa Fe Na-
tional Historic Trail. Working together, we can pre-
serve the sites and stories of the Santa Fe Trail. 
 
(Thank you Marcia Will-Clifton for submitting this 
story and photographs 

New Santa Fe Trail Exhibits 
Fort Union National Monument 
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 Two Book Reviews by Ed Stafford 

"After Coronado" 
Some time ago, Richard 
Carrillo joined Clara Lee and 
me for a wonderful evening of 
supper and conversation. How 
grateful we are to have his in-
telligence, his knowledge, and 
his background! How grateful 
we are to count him as a friend 
and fellow member of the 
Bent's Fort Chapter! During the 
evening--of course--talk turned 
to history of Lower Arkansas 
Valley settlements, particularly 
those that existed prior to the 
days of the Santa Fe Trail. 
Richard told us of pueblos with 

Rio Grande-style architecture inhabited by Indians 
north of the Arkansas in the general area of present-
day North La Junta and Bent's Old Fort. I was igno-
rant of such, I having been aware of Plains Indian 
activity only here. Curiosity breeds investigation. So, 
I asked Richard for the title of a book that would pro-
vide further information. He recommended "After 
Coronado: Spanish Exploration Northeast of New 
Mexico, 1696-1727" by Alfred B. Thomas (University 
of Oklahoma Press, copyright 1935, with subsequent 
re-printings). This is the first book I would like to rec-
ommend and tell you about in this first short review.  
Actually, the Preface and Historical Introduction, 
Parts I, II, and III, are most useful, and I believe most 
interesting, to the casual investigator. They occupy 
roughly one-fifth of the book's pages and give an 
overview of Spanish explorations, chiefly from Taos 
into northeastern New Mexico, southeastern Colo-
rado (as we know it today), and up the Front Range 
of the Rocky Mountains as far north as what we 
know as central Nebraska, this during a 30 year pe-
riod which is concurrent with much of our earliest An-
glo-colonial history. 
This book speaks of Spanish military forays--under 
orders from Mexico City and the crown in Spain--by 
Vargas, Ulibarri, Hurtado, Valverde, and Villasur, as 
they sought alliances between their flag and friendly 
inhabitants, or sought to ascertain and defend 
against enemies, chiefly those allied with the French. 
During their marches--which they told about in flow-
ery, detailed, and even sycophantic-seeming letters 
to their superiors, in diaries, and in transcripts--they 
recorded their observations, including those along 
the Rio de Napestle, our Arkansas River, and the Rio 

de Las Animas, our Purgatoire. (The translated texts 
of these documents occupy the remaining 200+ 
pages in the book.) These constitute the most valu-
able such accounts of Spanish expansion between 
the explorations of Coronado (1541) and the end of 
Spanish rule in North America (1821). Two maps of-
fer invaluable assistance. 
And, yes, they speak of Jicarilla Apaches, seemingly 
the friendliest of the clans / tribes encountered in 
northeastern New Mexico and southeastern Colo-
rado; and yes, along the [Arkansas] they found 
Apaches inhabiting square one-story adobe pueblos-
-similar to those we see today between Albuquerque 
and Santa Fe. From these, they obtained pumpkins, 
watermelons, plums, maize, and beans, along with 
silver ornaments, and useful metals. 
Perhaps the most ill-fated of the expeditions was the 
last recorded here. In 1720, Villasur led a party of 42 
seasoned Spanish soldiers, three settlers, 60 Indian 
allies, a priest, and others to investigate Pawnee alli-
ance with the enemy French at the confluence of the 
Rio de Jesus Maria (South Platte) and the Rio de 
San Lorenzo (North Platte). There they were at-
tacked by the Pawnees and French, resulting in the 
massacre of Villasur, the priest, a noted frontiers-
man, and about 42 others. The Pawnees were so 
badly damaged that they were unable to pursue the 
survivors. 
This is a book worth exploring. 
 
"The Harvey 
Girls" 
In our home, we 
have a photo-
graph of down-
town La Junta in 
the early 20th 
century--one of 
those 180-
degree pano-
ramic photos 
looking north on Colorado Avenue, showing every-
thing from 3rd Street on the east to 3rd Street on the 
west. In the center of the picture is the Harvey House 
as it looked in time before I arrived. I never knew that 
La Junta, when the Santa Fe Railway was its chief 
industry; I came too late, but I heard about the Har-
vey House and I learned about the Harvey Girls, who 
brought decorum, manners, and civilization into the 
Wild West from the 1880s to the 1950s. 
(Continued on page 12) 

Colorado Avenue Looking 

North, 1940’s Postcard 
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 The Harvey Girls...continued 

So, it pleases me to be 
able to recommend their 
story, as told in "The Har-
vey Girls: Women Who 
Opened the West" written 
by Lesley Poling-Kempes 
(Philadelphia: Da Capo 
Press, 1989). As you 
might hope, this book is 
more than the story of 
these women--teenagers 
to middle-aged. It is first 
(Chapter 1) the story, told 
in brief, of "The Old Santa 
Fe Trail"; then (Chapter 2) 
The Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe Railway;" fol-
lowed by "Fred Harvey and the Santa Fe Rail-
way" (Chapter 3); and finally (Chapter 4) "The Har-
vey Girls." 
If you read these four chapters only, you will learn 
enough in their 88 pages to fire you to action against 
any governing body of the BNSF, Amtrak, the states 
of Kansas, Colorado, and New Mexico and the 
United States that today threatens the existence of 

the Southwest Chief through 
western Kansas, southeast-
ern Colorado, and northern 
New Mexico. Having the 
magnificent history of this 
splendid institution that fol-
lows The Old Trail laid out 
before us, as it is told by 
Poling-Kempes, should re-
mind us of the imagination 
and foresight, the struggles 
and attainments, the grand 

history of gleaming rails, resounding whistles, thun-
dering wheels, and towering clouds of smoke as the 
Santa Fe cut across our desert plains and up and 
over our Rockies. And being reminded, we should 
act to defeat these modern-day train robbers. (That's 
an editorial comment, in case you missed it.)  
Accompanied by a 
multitude of pho-
tographs of young 
women, depots, 
railway personnel, 
"The Harvey Girls" 
is the story of 
young women 
who left often 

dead-end jobs, 
drab lives, 
bleak futures, 
or who 
yearned for the 
romance and 
adventure of 
the West to 
seek employ-
ment, fre-
quently in stark 
surroundings. 

Following Fred Harvey's requirements, they were 
thoroughly "vetted" (in today's patois), strictly trained 
for their jobs as waitresses, cooks, dishwashers, 
and, finally, supervisors, completely chaperoned 
around the clock, and elevated to a position in the 
society of any town, where they would therefore be 
models of gentility, modesty, and civilized behavior. 
As the book says, the belief of the day was, "West of 
Kansas City, there is no Sunday. West of Dodge 
City, there is no God." These women were not evan-
gelists, but they showed the Wild West the best of 
womankind, and as they eventually married the 
rough-out cowboys, railroaders, and frontiersmen 
and raised families with them, they carried the best 
of civilization into the hinterlands. 
Also, always dressed in their very formal attire of 
white or black dresses with long sleeves and hems 
and long, starched, white aprons, serving hot meals 
and a moment of comfort to weary, hungry travelers, 
they undoubtedly played a very important role in 
making the Santa Fe perhaps the best known and 
best loved railway in America. 
Much of "The Harvey Girls" is devoted to their telling 
of their personal stories in their own words, humor-
ous, intelligent, declaring their strength. They were a 
major factor in the myth and fact of the Golden West.  
 

Harvey House, La Junta, Colorado 
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 News from Santa Fe Trail Rendezvous, Larned, Kansas, September 2012 

On September 20-22, the Santa Fe Trail Center held 
its biennial Rendezvous in Larned, Kansas. Over 200 
trail enthusiasts attended the event. 16 members of 
the Bent’s Fort Chapter were in attendance.  

One of the high-
lights of the event 
came during the 
Awards Dinner on 
Friday when Ron 
Dulle was pre-
sented with the 
Louise Barry Writ-
ing Award, which is 
given once every two years for the best original arti-
cle or book about the history of the Santa Fe Trail 
based on research in primary sources. Ron won the 
award for his recent book, Tracing the Santa Fe 
Trail: Today’s Views, Yesterday’s Voices. Our BFC is 
proud to count Ron as one of our members! 

At the same dinner, 
David Clapsaddle from 
Larned received the 
Gregory Franzwa 
award for Lifetime 
Achievement. This 
award is given for ex-
traordinary achieve-
ments in the preserva-
tion, protection, and 
promotion of the SFT. 

David and wife Alice are long-time trail enthusiasts 
who have mapped and marked the trail, helped pre-
serve it, and have given countless lectures, and writ-
ten many articles about the trail and its related sites. 

Another highlight of the 
Rendezvous was the 
dedication of a Kaw 
marker at the Santa Fe 
Trail Center. In recent 
years, the SFTA and the 
NPS have worked with 
Native Americans whose 
tribal territories were on 
or near the Santa Fe 

Trail and who wish to share the impact that the Trail 
had on their lives. The Kaw Nation was the first tribe 
to seize the opportunity. Additional Kaw markers 
have been installed at the Kaw Mission at Council 
Grove, KS. In the photo above, Carol S. Clark, NPS, 
Joanne VanCoevern, SFTA Manager, and Aaron 
Mahr, NPS, stand behind the marker. 

During the SFTA Board meetings on the day before 
the Rendezvous began, several important issues 
were brought up. First, the Board voted to authorize 
that a marketing plan for SFTA be developed by Alan 
Wheeler, Outreach Committee Chairman. Alan is a 
retired marketing person who has a passion for in-
creasing membership in SFTA. This plan will be pre-
sented to the Board at its spring meeting in 2013. 

In 2003, the SFTA created a Strategic Plan that in-
cluded plans to create 8 major kiosks that would 
cover the entire length of the Trail. 6 of those kiosks 
have now been finished: Gardner, Dodge City, and 
Larned in Kansas; Bent’s Old Fort in Colorado; Old 
Franklin in Missouri; and, Fort Union in New Mexico. 
The last two sites will be in McPherson, KS, and In-
dependence, MO. The one in McPherson is in proc-
ess and will be done soon. 

These kiosks are major dis-
plays with multiple panels, 
shelters, and frequently in-
clude walks along the ac-
tual trail. They are also very 
expensive. The one in 
Gardner cost $169,000! 

 

These 6 kiosks are just a 
portion of the signage and 
interpretive work that is be-
ing done along the Trail. 
Dozens of other panels 
have been installed and 
trail sites have been identi-
fied and preserved. 

Another matter brought before the 
Board concerns the theft of SFT road 
signs. The Corazon de los Caminos 
Chapter in New Mexico reports that 
39 of their signs have been stolen. 
Other members have reported seeing 
signs for sale on eBay. This scope of 
this problem is new and no one is 
sure why the thefts are becoming so 
common. One theory is that TV shows such as 
American Pickers are encouraging the theft of 
“collectibles”  such as signs marking historic and sce-
nic sites. If you see one of these signs for sale or 
have any information about a missing one, contact 
your local chapter president at once. All signs are the 
property of the US Government and local law en-
forcement agencies will go after the offenders. 
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News from Santa Fe Trail Rendezvous, Larned, Kansas, September 2012...continued 

One intriguing news item from 
the Board meetings was that 
award winning independent 
film maker Rod Booth of 
Lenexa, KS, is working on cre-
ating a new documentary film 
about the Santa Fe Trail. Rod 
attending the meetings while 
he was filming presenters and 
sites around Larned. Accord-
ing to Rod, the film will be 
“PBS quality”, will run about 40 minutes, and will be a 
for-profit venture. He will also offer abbreviated ver-
sions for schools and hopes that the film will be sold 
in the SFTA’s Last Chance Store. 

Jeff Trottman reported that plans are progressing 
well for the 2013 September Symposium in Ulysses, 
KS. The topic is “Surviving the Plains” and more 
news will come out in early 2013. 

On Friday and Saturday, persons significant to the 
Trail were brought to life by professional re-enactors. 
Many of these presentations were done at sites 
where the actual events took place. 

At Pawnee Rock 
National Historic 
Site, John Car-
son portrayed 
Kit Carson. Inez 
Ross re-enacted 
Marion Sloan 
Russell and 
Steve Brosemer 
told the story of 
Frederick Hawn, 

a surveyor who came west with the General Land 
Office when the new western states were first being 
surveyed. Hawn 
had kept de-
tailed records of 
his surveys in 
the area that 
helped listeners 
visualize the 
country before it 
was settled by 
Anglo Europe-
ans. 

AT Larned, Allan Wheeler portrayed William Beck-
nell, the “father of the Santa Fe Trail” who made the 
first successful commercial trip in 1821. Ann Birney 

portrayed Julia Anna 
Archibald Holmes, who 
traveled the Trail and 
became the first woman 
to climb Pikes Peak. 
Dorothy Smoker por-
trayed “Luz”, Maria de 
la Luz Beaubien Max-
well, and Gary Licks 
portrayed Santa Fe 
trader, Alexander Majors. 

On Saturday afternoon, everyone travelled about 40 
miles northwest of Larned to the site of an infamous 
burning of a Sioux and Cheyenne Indian Village by 
General Winfield Hancock. The event occurred in 
1867, three years after the Sand Creek Massacre. 
After years of reprisals and counter reprisals, the In-
dians were anxious to sue for peace. General Han-
cock, however, was more interested in gaining a 
great “victory” over the Indians, a victory that he felt 
would help his chances to run for President. Fearing 
another Sand Creek incident, the Indians fled before 
the advancing troops leaving behind most of their 
possessions. Hancock inventoried the items and 
then burned them, thus impoverishing the Indians. 

Dr. Leo Oliva pre-
sented the lecture on 
Hancock and Louis 
Kraft portrayed Ned 
Wynkoop, an Army 
officer who tried hard 
to prevent the destruc-
tion of the village. 

The day concluded 
with a Retreat cere-
mony and dinner at Fort Larned National Historic 

Site. 

 

 

Louis Kraft 
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 Events and Activities at other Santa Fe Trail Association Chapters and Historic Sites 

The arrival of cooler weather makes travel more ap-
pealing. If you’ve on the road, here are some activi-
ties and events at other SFTA chapters and historic 
sites  you might want to check out. Information about 
SFTA chapter events can be found in the calendar 
section of the SFTA website, www.santafetrail.org. 
 October 3, Pueblo, El Pueblo History Museum, 

lecture, The Fur Trade in Colorado, 719-583-
0453 

 October 13, Wet Dry Routes chapter, candle 
light tour of Fort Larned National Historic Site 

 October 16, History Colorado, Denver, lecture, 
Mexican Beet Workers and the Bracero Program, 
303-866-3639 

 October 20, Pueblo, El Pueblo History Museum, 
free harvest Mercado, interpreters, food, drum-
mers, 719-583-0453 

 November 10, Missouri River Outfitters chapter, 
stone post dedication and symposium, Mahaffie 
Stage Station, Olathe, KS 

 November 15: 
Cottonwood 
Chapter, Goes-
sel, KS, pres-
entation on 
Mother Bick-
erdyke, famous 
Civil War Nurse 

 November 17, 
Corazon de 
Los Caminos 
chapter, the Civil War in New Mexico 

 November 20, History Colorado, Denver, lecture, 
A Fugitive Slave and a Boulder Family Archive, 
303-866-3639 

 December 8, Wet Dry Routes, Fort Larned Na-
tional Historic Site, Christmas open house 

 December 13, Dodge City/Fort Dodge/Cimarron 
chapter, Christmas party 

What was our chapter doing in year’s past during the  
fall  months? () = number of participants. 
 October 1994: tour of stage station sites along 

Hwy 350, led by Dale & Teresa Kesterson, Jesse 
Scott, Bob Jones, Jamie Kingsbury (62) 

 October 1995: Picketwire Canyon tour, led by Ja-
mie Kingsbury (15) 

 October 1996: tour to Marion Sloan Russell grave 
site, Stonewall, led by Dale & Teresa Kesterson, 
Larry & Vona Parsons, Noreen Riffe, (65) 

 November 1997, program on Miguel Otero, Otero 
Museum, led by Dale & Teresa Kesterson, Gale & 
Joan Casebolt, Wes & Patt Campbell, Don Low-
man, Ernie Orahood, (26) 

 November 1998, Holly Depot, stories of people 
traveling the Santa Fe Trail, tour of SS Ranch 
Buildings, hosted by Angelo & Joyce Passinni, 
Wes & Patt Campbell, (20) 

 November 1999, writers’ roundtable on writing & 
publishing, Otero Museum, hosted & led by Rich-
ard Carrillo, Phil Petersen, Frances Keck, Richard 
Louden, Jesse Scott, Don Lowman, Ernie Ora-
hood, Dale & Teresa Kesterson, (20) 

 November 2000, Bent’s Fort Inn, Las Animas, 
DAR marking and preserving the Santa Fe Trail, 
led by Luella Marlmann & Mary Gamble, (20) 

 October 2001, tour of Red Top Ranch southwest 
of Fowler, led by ranch owner Bob Johnson & the 
Fowler Historical Society  

 November 2001, Otero Museum, program on “The 
Dry”, the black homestead community south of 
Manzanola, hosted by Luella Marlman, Don Low-
man, & Ernie Orahood, (20) 

 October 2002, Bob Jones Memorial, old Thatcher 
Store, Thatcher, led by Dub Couch, (20) 

 November 2002, educational program by Dr. 
David Sandoval, “Road of Commerce and Con-
quest: Camino de Comerico y Conquista”, (21) 

 October 2004, tour to Fort Garland, (19) 
 November 2004, Otero Museum, program by 

Dorothy Smoker, “The Land of Luz”, the story of 
Maria de la Luz Beaubien Maxwell 

 November 2005, Lamar Public Library, Rebecca 
Atkinson, pioneer women in southeastern Colorado 

 November 2006, tour of Manifer Ranch 
 October 2007, Tour of Ming Ranch 
 November 2008, presentation by Richard Carrillo 

on using GPS devices 
 October 2009, tour to sites in Boise City area 
 November 2009, tour of historic sites in Holly area, 

placing of 3 trail marking posts, (35) 
 October 2010, tour of Picture Canyon, rock art, 

homesteader sites, led by Lolly Ming, (42) 
 November 2010, program by Kitty Overmyer on 

her ancestor killed along Platte River Trail, addi-
tional comments by Jeff Campbell, (64) 

 November 2011, program by Ruben Archuleta,  
Penitentes in Colorado, Otero Museum, (60) 

A look Back at the Bent’s Fort Chapter 

Mahaffie Stage Station 
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BENT’S FORT CHAPTER 

2012 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

Name   

 

Mailing address 

 

Email        Home Phone 

 

Work Phone       Cell Phone 

 

Membership Type (s) You Are Purchasing:        ____BFC Individual $15.00       ____BFC Family $15.00 

(Check All That Apply)         ____Lifetime $500.00    ____Business/Organization $20.00 

          

Membership Type:    ____New Membership        ____Renewal         

  

Make Checks Payable to Bent’s Fort Chapter. Mail This Sheet and Check (s) to: 

EMERY MURRAY / 231 VIGIL AVE / LAS ANIMAS, CO 81054 

(719) 456-2050 / murbelo_38@yahoo.com 

Questions or Comments?  

President 
Pat Palmer 
(719) 336-4323 
gpatpalmer@hotmail.com 
Vice-President 
Marcia Will-Clifton 
(970) 690-1123 
marciawilclifton@yahoo.com 
Secretary 
LaDonna Hutton 
(719) 254-7266 
ldhutton@bresnan.com 
Treasurer 
Emery Murray 
(719) 456-2050 
murbelo_38@yahoo.com 

Membership 
Kathy Wootten 
(719) 688-9016 
bkwootten@bresnan.net 
Tours Director 
Pat Palmer 
(719) 336-4323 
gpatpalmer@hotmail.com 
Education 
Richard Carrillo 
(719) 384-8054 
cuarteljo@centurytel.net 
Trail Preservation 
Kevin Lindahl 
(719) 469-1894 
kc0riv@live.com 

Historian 
Ed Stafford 
(719) 384-8956 
claraned@bresnan.net 
Trail Marking 
Charlie Hutton 
(719) 254-7266 
cnhutton@bresnan.com 
Publications 
Rod Podszus 
(719) 339-5543 
rodpodszus@gmail.com 
Hospitality 
Don & Kitty Overmyer 
(719) 469-2484 
donandkitty@secom.net 

Next Bent’s Fort Chapter Meeting is October 13, 2013 in Holly, Colorado 

The next meeting of the 
Bent’s Fort Chapter will be 
on Saturday, October 13, 
in Holly, Colorado. The 
meeting will be at 200 3rd 
Street, at the intersection 
of 3rd and Cheyenne 
Streets, directly south of 
the Holly Museum. 

We will start at 12:00 noon with a dinner prepared by 
the Santa Fe Trail Dutch Oven Cookers. The meal will 

be beef stew, rolls, and 4 different deserts. Coffee, 
water, and all table service will be provided. Cost is 
$7.50 per person.  

At 1:00, Mark Bagley will be giving a presentation on 
Trail City, the notorious frontier town on the Kansas-
Colorado border town that thrived in the 1880’s when 
100’s of thousands of cattle came up the trail from 
Texas. Weather and time permitting, we will also drive 
to the site following the presentation. 

For further information, contact Pat Palmer at 719-336
-4323 or gpatpalmer@hotmail.com.  
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rodpodszus@gmail.com 

(719) 339-5543 

1507 North Weber Street 

Colorado Springs, CO 809 


