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First, the signs. On Saturday 
March 10, 19 members of the 
Bent’s Fort Chapter of the 
Santa Fe Trail Association plus 
assorted dogs and mutts met 
along Highway 194 in Otero 
County near Bent’s Old Fort to 
mark Trail crossings with 
beautiful new signs that tell 
exactly where the historic Trail 
crossed the highway. The 
signs were manufactured by 
prison inmates in Utah and 
were purchased with grant money pro-
vided by the National Park Service.  

BFC Marking Chairman Charlie Hutton 
coordinated the efforts. Earlier in the 
year Charlie and LaDonna Hutton had 
identified Trail crossing sites in the 
county by using GPS technology. 

Charlie and his committee have worked 
hard in recent years to identify sites in 
Prowers, Bent, Otero, and Las Animas 
counties that are suitable for marking. 
Their work has involved countless 

meetings and planning sessions with 
NPS specialists and with county offi-
cials. Our chapter deeply appreciates 
the cooperation of these groups and 
looks forward to marking many more 
sites in our area. We have more signs 
in storage and are anxious to get them 
in the ground! 

And now...the wonders... 

(Continued on page 2) 

 
DON’T 

FORGET 
These 
Future 
Events 

April 14: Boggsville 
clean-up day 

May 11-13: Bent’s Old 
Fort “Transportation 
through Time” multi-
chapter event  

June 16: tour 

July 14: Lamar, Ron 
Dulle presentation on 
his SFT book 

August 11: Fowler, 
presentation of 
George Autobee 

Annual membership in the 
Bent’s Fort Chapter of the 
Santa Fe Trail Association 
expires December 31. 
Membership forms are on 
page 11. 

The Santa Fe Trail Asso-
ciation and the Quivera, 
Wagon Bed Springs, 
Bent’s Fort, and Missouri 
River Outfitters chapters 
now have pages on Face-
book.  All have lots of pho-
tos and news about chapter 
events. 

 

The Work Crew 

The Mechanics 

The Support Staff 
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Something “wonder”-full always seems to happen 
when we meet landowners along the Trail. When our 
group was planting the final sign near North La Junta 
in the vicinity of Fruit Ave and Hwy 194, the land owner 
came out to express her thanks for marking the trail 
that she always knew ran through her property. 

She brought with her 
a document that she 
thought we would 
find interesting, an 
abstract listing the 
owners of her prop-
erty going back to 
1870. Here’s how 
the description of the 
property and the 
original owner were 
recorded: 

“Claim No. 11. Sur-
veyed for William 

Gilpin Smith, a half breed who claims (under the fifth 
article of the treaty concluded October 14, 1865, be-
tween the United States and the Cheyenne and Arapa-
hoe tribes of Indians) 640 acres of land.” The abstract 
then lists the specific boundaries of the property as 
measured in chains, links, degrees, and minutes, in-
cluding a reference to “a road” (the Santa Fe Trail?). 
Interesting. But, who was William Gilpin Smith and 
what was the treaty concluded in 1865? 

After the Sand Creek Massacre of November 1864, 
many of the surviving Indians joined forces with other 
tribes and sought revenge by attacking white settle-
ments, farms and ranches, and supply routes. (See the 
January 2011 BFC newsletter for Kitty Overmyer’s de-
scription of those times, including the killing of her an-
cestor Hamilton Boyd Garton, a trader on the Platte 
River Trail in northeastern Colorado.) Trade was dis-
rupted, settlers fled to cities, and the city of Denver 
faced severe shortages of food and supplies, 

When the Civil War ended in April 1865, the United 
States shifted its focus to the west. The USA was 
weary of war and had little enthusiasm for maintaining 
a large army to contend with the “Indian problem”. The 
government also wanted more Indian lands for settle-
ment and unmolested travel on the Santa Fe Trail and 
other trade and immigration routes. The Indians 
wanted unrestricted hunting grounds, protection, and 
reparations for the Sand Creek Massacre. 

The Little Arkansas Treaty of October 1865 was an 
attempt to bring all sides together. The USA recruited 
respected frontiersmen such as William Bent and Kit 

Carson to lend credibility to the event. Dozens of 
prominent Indian chiefs from the Kiowa, Comanche, 
Plains Apache, Southern Cheyenne, and Southern 
Arapaho also participated. 

The interpreter for 
the proceedings was 
John Simpson Smith, 
a trapper, trader, 
frontiersman, and 
occasional employee 
of William Bent. Mr. 
Smith was married to 
a Cheyenne woman 
and was fluent in 
both the Cheyenne 
and Arapaho lan-
guages. And, he and 
his family—wife, sons Jack and William Gilpin Smith, 
and daughter Armama— were at Sand Creek at the 
time of the Massacre. Jack was killed, the rest es-
caped.  

In Article 5 of the treaty, “special requests” of the 
Cheyenne and Arapaho Indians for land grants were 
honored. Several dozen persons who were related by 
blood to these tribes were each given 640 acres along 
the Arkansas River. The recipients included William 
Bent’s children and grandchildren, Amache Prowers 
and her children, and William Gilpin Smith and Ar-
mama Smith. (Armama got claim #12.) How thrilling it 
is to stand on land that traces its lineage back to such 
historical events in our area. 

Much thanks to Marilyn, the landowner, for sharing  
her abstract that led to such interesting facts. Also, 
thanks to Jeff Campbell for providing additional insight 
and details about the treaty and the persons named. 

Signs & Wonders...continued 

Sign #3 at Claim No. 11 

John Simpson Smith 

“Treaty of the Little Arkansas 1865-Black Kettle Speaks”, 

mural by Bryan Haynes, commissioned by Fidelity Bank of 

Wichita, KS. 5’ X 10’ Mural is in the rotunda of the newly 

renovated Wichita Carnegie Public Library. 
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Boggsville...by Ed Stafford 

(The next meeting of BFC will be our annual clean-up 
day at Boggsville Historic Site in Las Animas. Chap-
ter historian Ed Stafford has provided us the following 
information about the site we’ll be sprucing up.) 

 
The town site that will receive 
our annual spring cleaning in 
April was located on 2,040 
acres of bottom land by the 
Purgatory River given Tom 
Boggs and his wife Rumalda 
by her father.  It was located 
near William Bent's ranch 
and Fort Lyon.  As it grew, it 
included the homes of John 
Prowers, the Boggs, and Kit 
Carson. 

 
    As frequent travelers on the Santa Fe Trail, our 
chapter members likely know much of this history of 
Tom and Boggsville already.  However, I would like to 
tell you something about Tom's mother and espe-
cially his father, Lilburn Boggs, who was born in Ken-
tucky, in 1796.  He moved to Missouri in 1816, be-
came a banker, and then entered politics in 1826.  He 
was Missouri's governor (1836-1840),  a Missouri 
senator, and lieutenant governor. 
 
    At the time of Tom's birth, Lilburn was a trader to 
several Indian tribes in Missouri.  His first wife was 
Julia Ann Bent (1801-1820), a daughter of Silas Bent 
and sister of the Bent brothers of Bent's Fort fame.  
His second wife and the mother of 10 children--of 
whom Tom was the oldest--was Panthea Grant 
Boone (1801-1880), a granddaughter of Daniel 
Boone.  As a boy, Tom lived and worked with his 
mother's brother Albert Boone, for whom the town 
near Pueblo is named. 
 
    Then the Mormons come into the Boggs family pic-
ture.  By the 1830s, Joseph Smith, the religion's foun-
der, had accumulated a following of some 1,000 
devotees and moved to Ohio, where their neighbors 
distrusted the new cult, over whom Smith seemed to 
have complete control.  Tarred and feathered, along 
with one of his chief followers, Smith was escorted 
into Missouri, where he established another religious 
enclave he called the City of Zion west of Independ-
ence.  There again the Mormon horde were unwel-
come, more tar and feathers were applied, and Mor-
mon homes were burned. 

    In retaliation, Smith raised an army of 200 men 
that was afterward disbanded but excited enough 
fear that their return to Missouri several years later 
called for more opposition.  After more ventures in 
Ohio, the Mormons returned to northwest Missouri in 
1838 in a mile-long wagon train with thousands of 
followers.  They formed their own militia Smith called 
the Danites, both for defense and for suppressing 
opposition among his own people, advocating  hang-
ing of dissenters, and declaring a "war of extermina-
tion" that would destroy their enemies.  Conflict was 
inevitable, and trouble was delivered.  Missourians 
raided Mormon settlements, burning homes; Smith 
mobilized the Danites to burn the town of Gallatin and 
outlying homes. 
 
Thoroughly provoked, Mis-
souri governor Lilburn Boggs 
responded by mobilizing the 
state militia and instigating 
the state's own 
"extermination order"--
because, as it said, of  their 
"open and avowed defiance 
of the laws and of having 
made war upon the people of 
the State...the Mormons must 
be treated as enemies and 
must be exterminated or 
driven from the state...for the 
public good."  That somehow 
seems to have been deemed more infamous than 
Smith's earlier order, according to the Mormon tradi-
tion.  The result was the "Mormon War" that thor-
oughly bloodied the Mormons and eventually drove 
them from the state of Missouri for good. 
  
    Back in Illinois, the leaders--now including Brigham 
Young--and a following of 14,000 had returned to a 
refuge Smith called Nauvoo ("beautiful plantation," he 
said) in Illinois.  Allowed to govern this as a state-
within-a-state, Smith created a 5,000-man private mi-
litia he called the Nauvoo Legion, of which he de-
clared himself lieutenant general, a rank higher than 
any in the U. S. Army at that time, and dressed them 
in braid and plumage. 
 
In 1842, an attempt was made to assassinate former 
Governor Lilburn Boggs, the would-be killer shooting  
 
(continued on page 4) 

Lilburn Boggs 
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  Boggsville...continued 

 him through a window of his home.  Believing him badly 
wounded and near death, several doctors pronounced 
Boggs as good as dead.  A newspaper even published 
his obituary.  But, he recovered.  Under a benevolent 
new governor, the suspected high-ranking Mormon 
leader was acquitted.  
 
    In 1846, in company with the Donner Party and oth-
ers, Lilburn Boggs, his wife Panthea, and several of his 
children headed west to California.  Rather than taking 
the ill-advised shortcut as the Donners did, Boggs' party 
traveled the conventional trail and arrived safely.  That 
was the same year a preponderance of Mormons also 
moved west along well-traveled trails toward their 
"promised land."  
 
    During the California Gold Rush, Boggs owned a store 
and did quite well, afterward returning to politics on a 
modest scale.  He died in Napa County, California, in 
1860. 
 
(Note...the copy of the letter at the right was written on 
January 4,1839, by Lilburn Boggs to President Martin 
Van Buren recommending that Doctor John H. Freeman 
be appointed to the position of Surgeon or Adjutant Sur-
geon in the US Army. Boggs was governor of Missouri at 
the time. The letter is from Mr. Stafford’s private collec-
tion.)        

Boggsville Today 
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 Wagons Ho! Special Programs Sites and Santa Fe Trail Walk Information  
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   Wagons Ho! Special Programs Sites and Santa Fe Trail Walk Information  
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 The Civil War and the Arkansas River Valley, by Jeff Campbell 

 

(In our June 2011 newsletter, Jeff 
Campbell began a series of arti-
cles about the civil War and the 
Arkansas River Valley. That se-
ries continued in our September 
2011 issue and continues below. 
In the next two segments, Jeff 
introduces us to two people who 
have left us a record of their ex-
periences in the 1860s along the 
Upper Arkansas Valley:  a South-
erner who came in 1859, and  23 
year old Jesse Spurgeon, a 

“Yankee Buckeye”.)  
 
Part V: A Southerner comes to seek El Dorado 
 
While the military tried to keep the Santa Fe Trail 
open by establishing a string of forts and camps, like 
Mann, Larned and Wise along the Arkansas Valley 
leading to the Cimarron Cut-off and the Mountain 
Branch, gold was found in the Colorado country dur-
ing the 1850s by Georgia Cherokees returning from 
California. By 1858 their discoveries were no longer 
secret. The ‘rush to the Rockies’ was on. Travel for 
the pilgrims to El Dorado was no easy task and our 
impatience today wouldn’t stand for two months to 
cross what we cover in a day. 
 
On April 7, 1859, Sixteen men loaded 5 wagons with 
supplies at Leavenworth for the trip to the furthest end 
of Kansas Territory and the new diggin’s. Contents 
were; “rough stout clothing, guns, pistols, ammunition 
in abundance, ...” “Bacon, flour, coffee, sugar, beans, 
dried apples, dried peaches, rice, pepper, salt, vine-
gar, pickles, soap, soda, syrup, tea, fruits, ... pots, 
cups, pans, kettles ... extra ox-yokes, couplings, 
bows, whipstocks, prospecting pans, needles, thread, 
physic [for, well..., lack of vegetables and fiber], 
butcher knives, axes, shovels, picks, nails, me-
chanic’s tools, gold scales (of the largest size, of 
course) [being optimistic], water kegs, canteens ...” “... 
our portable commissariat was complete.” So wrote a 
confident 21 year-old Daniel Ellis Conner, as is taken 
from the Conner Manuscripts: Arizona State Library, 
Phoenix, AZ and appears in A Confederate in the 
Colorado Gold Fields, U. of Okla. Press, Norman, 
1970. Born in the border state of Kentucky, he stuck 
to his Southern allegiances and upbringing. 
 

The hopefuls pushed their ox teams, passing Council 
Grove, Diamond Spring, Lost Spring, Cow Creek, the 
“Big Bend,” Walnut Creek, Pawnee Rock, “... cutting 
off the meanderings;...” of the Arkansas R., “... mak-
ing dry camps on the dry plains ...” and found abun-
dant buffalo herds and, “.. this range abounded with 
antelope, prairie dogs, badgers, owls, rattlesnakes, 
lizards, and wolves of many sizes and colors – black, 
yellow, gray, and brindle, and in some instances they 
wore white spots in the breast and a white ring around 
the neck.” 
 
By mid to late May Conner’s party was, “... approach-
ing Fort Lyon.” 
Well, actually he 
got a little mixed 
up, timewise, but 
explained,  “... 
The fort was built 
by old trapper 
Bent ...” meaning 
they’d landed at 
Bent’s New Fort. 
His party wel-
comed the sight 
of some U. S. 
soldiers, “I re-
member of the 
soldiers’ inquir-
ing what the prospects were in the States for broken 
heads if President Lincoln should be elected. ... we 
camped in the big timber.” [Lincoln was nominated in 
1860, but the new Republicans were stumping in Kan-
sas in 1859.] He describes the trees, “... a thinly scat-
tered growth of large cottonwoods not more than a 
mile wide and possibly five miles long.” [This may be 
an under-estimation compared to others.] “It had been 
reputed by old trappers as a kind of headquarters dur-
ing severe winter for the Cheyennes, Arapahoes, and 
Kiowas to shelter and avail themselves of the scanty 
fuel to be obtained, and the tender twigs of the 
younger growth for their ponies to browse on. ... The 
animals ... as far as the foot of the Rocky Mountains 
were buffalo, deer, antelope, elk, marmot, wolf, 
agama cornuta [crowned horned toad], ...” The party 
was in striking distance of the gold fields. 
 
 
(Continued on page 8) 

Daniel Ellis Conner 
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The Civil War and the Arkansas River Valley...continued 

 
Part VI: A Buckeye seeks El Dorado 
Sunday, June 19, 1860, 23 year old Jesse Spurgeon 
Haire, a native of Circleville, Ohio, a cobbler by 
trade, arrived in Denver City, Kansas Terr. He 
summed up his odyssey to the base of the Rockies 
simply, “This is worth traveling to see, even if we get 
no gold and I am payed all redy For my trip.” He was 
a “buckeye*” and later named his issued cavalry 
mount “Buckeye.” Recently his five journals were 
recognised for relating to Colorado, the Arkansas 
Valley and the Sand Creek Massacre. They are won-
derful, although his vernacular is often hard to deci-
pher, so we’ll translate some here for easier reading 
of - Jesse Spurgeon Haire’s, Journals, 1859 – 1897, 
MIC 175, 5 Vols., archived at the Ohio Historical So-
ciety, Museum and Library, Columbus, OH. [*A shiny 
dark brown seed of a horse chestnut tree in Ohio re-
sembling the dark eye of a deer, hence Ohioans re-
fer to themselves as “Buckeyes.”] 
 
In the Spring, 1859 he left Ohio for the gold fields of 
Colorado. May found him in Nebraska City where he 
met John Chivington and his brother Isaac who were 
preaching at the Methodist Episcopal Church. He 
noted disillusioned prospectors returning from the 
mountains, with blood in their eyes for fraudulent pro-
moters. They declared the rush was a grand 
“humbug,” but there were just as many headed west 
along the Platte River route with wagons bearing 
signs on their canvas like, “Here goes to see the Ele-
phant.” 

 
On Chivington: “I occasionly 
went to the Methodist Church ... 
Thay called him the fighting 
preacher because He is a very 
large Man about 6 feet 4 
inches ... and a very plain Talk-
ing Man he says Just what he 
thinks Regardless of con-
cequences. Some ... Got 
ofended at his plain talk in Mis-
souri And thay said that they In-
tended to whip Him ... the next 

time he came there, ... He ... pulled off His coat and 
roled up his sleaves and that he had herd part of his 
audience Wanted to fight. He wished to know 
whether Thay would have it before or After Preach-
ing. None of them said anything, he went on with his 
Sermon And thay allways afterwards let him alone.” 

 
On May 10, 1860, with several others, wagons and 
ox teams he started for Pikes Peak. They travelled 
following the south side of Platte R. On about May 
25th he saw a “Sail Wagon” fitted with sails, that cov-
ered 240 miles in 4 days, although it had to be 
pushed up grades, it did great on the flats. May 26, 
at Ft. Kearny, then on to Plum Creek. By June 1, at 
Cottonwood Springs, 240 miles from Denver. Next to 
Fremont’s Slough and Fremont’s Ranch. On June 8, 
meets “Shians [Cheyennes], cleaner Indians, good 
looking young squaws”* Then on June 12, sees his 
first view of Long’s Peak and the next day they were 
at Fremont’s Orchard. (near modern Orchard, CO). 
 
June 14, 1860, 
“We pass 20 
wigwams of 
Cheyenne and 
Sioux camped 
together, I get a 
pare of mocca-
sins ... We camp 
to night near 46 
more Wigwams 
of Indian. They 
have about 2 hundred ponies grazeing on the bot-
toms and Eating cotton wood bark. Good grass on 
the Islands, ... Indians bothers us for thay get in our 
Way when we are cooking we are getting very Tired 
of friendly Indians.” 

 
June 19, 1860, 
Sunday: “... our 
last days jour-
ney to Denver 
City ... Cool 
and pleasant 
morning, we 
meet a train of 
large ore wag-
ons 28 in the 
train, and 20 
other Ema-

grant wagons all going back east to the States.” 
Then, “down on the bottoms on some mans farm, we 
see 84 wigwams of Arapaho Indians camped.” “The 
Prairie is getting better and grass on it. Farm[s] ever 
few miles, Some New good Frame houses along the 
(Continued on page 9) 

Blake Street, Denver, 1860 
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 The Civil War and the Arkansas River Valley...continued 

road. about noon ... We look down the road three miles 
Ahead of us we see the little village of the City of Den-
ver Setting down in the Low valley apearentley close 
aganst the Mountains but thay say it is 12 miles from 
Denver to the mountains,...” “... we see plenty of high 
rugged peaks. Higher than the common Ranges of 
mountains. But none higher than Longs peak now in 
sight. ... seames to monark here, for pikes peak they 
Say is higher then longs peak, well we will find Him 
yet.  

 

“We go down Into Larimer Street which apears to be 
the main Street here. We see a large camp of Arapaho 
Indians down on the valley on Platte bottoms North 
side of Denver and ... thay are all mounting on ponies.  
The Streets 
are crouded 
with Mule 
Horse and ore 
wagons, and 
have to croud 
ourselves 
Through them. I 
whip and holer 
who haw Duke 
and dine get up.” “we are in Denver City now. Mostly 
log houses Some very good frame houses And a few 
brick houses now built and other New brick houses 
going up. We cross cherry Creek bridge on west end 
of Larimer Street and Go down on to a bottom land 
and we find the largest part of the town on west side of 
cherrey Creek. we cross ferey street which is crouded 
with teams of all kind. 
 
He describes a saloon, “the leader of the Music who 
plays that picato [maybe piccolo?] so well thay say is 
Wash [Griffey], his is a natural [Musician] for Thay say 
he can play eny instrument that is made ... Ever man 
in the house careys his revolver and [Bowie?] knife on 
his belt by his side and the Gamblers that are dealing 
have there revolvers on the table close by him so as to 

be redy for a Muss.” He mentions other insights into 
Denver, then his group decides to move on after sev-
eral shootings and killings in the streets.”  
 
June 29, 1860: “My birth day, plesent morning, we go 
on ... “We are now just opiset [opposite] of the Teriall 
[Tarryall] digings, Which is in the Snowy Rainge about 
west of us.” Then on to South Park. Independence 
Day, July 4, 1860 at Fairplay, where he establishes a 
“cobling” [boot & shoe making] shop. 

[Although most modern sources view the word “squaw” 
as derogatory, the word apparently had its roots in 
English, in 1634 for American Indian woman or wife, in 
William Wood’s New England’s Prospect; American 
English; borrowed from Algonquian (Massachuset) 
squa woman (compare Narraganset squaws and re-
lated forms in other Algonquian languages). Chambers 
Dictionary of Etymology, Chambers Harrap Publishers, 
Ltd., Edinburgh, and NY, NY, 1988, 2001. previously 
as the Barnhart Dictionary of Etymology. [Of note: the 
Cheyennes and Arapahoes are of Algonquian linguistic 
stock.] 
 
(In the next issue of our newsletter, Jeff will continue 
the series by introducing us to Julia S. Lambert. Jeff 
introduces her as follows: “In 1916, Julia S. Lambert, 
then about 70 years old and long time resident of Bent 
County wrote of her reminiscences as a teenage girl 
crossing the plains, marrying the agent for the Barlow 
and Sanderson Stage Line at age 15, living at old Fort 
Lyon just below Bent’s New Fort and many of the per-
sonages she met in those years of the Civil War. Her 
"Plain Tales of the Plains" ran in a series of eight in-
stallments in The Trail, beginning January, 1916 Vol. 
VIII, No. Eight.”) 

Tarryall Diggings 
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 Manifest Destinies, America’s Westward Expansion and the Road to the Civil War 

Much thanks to BFC 
Historian Ed Stafford 
for giving us this book 
review that deals with 
the road to the Civil 
War. (Or, as Ed pre-
fers, the “War between 
the States”.) At our 
January 2012 meeting, 
Ed spoke to us about 
the War in the Ameri-
can Southwest and 
Southern influences 
and actions in our 
area.  
 
 
 
 

Manifest Destinies:  America's Westward Expansion 
and the Road to the Civil War by Steven E. 
Woodworth, New York:  Alfred A. Kronf, 2010. 
  
      Steven Woodworth writes as history teachers 
should lecture, but seldom do.  He tells history as a 
narrative, a fascinating chain of events involving 
cause-effect, relationship of events, and compelling 
characters.  Such is his story of America in the 1840s, 
beginning with the doctrine of "Manifest Destiny" and 
ending with the Compromise of 1850. 
    Forceful characters stride 
through his decade, such as 
Webster, Clay, and Calhoun, 
mighty orators who shaped 
the Senate; Generals 
Stephen Kearny, Winfield 
Scott, and Zachary Taylor; 
Presidents Van Buren, Tyler, 
and Polk; Mormon founders 
Joseph Smith and Brigham 
Young; expansionist Thomas 
Hart Benton and John C. 
Fremont, "the Great Pathfinder."  Some are at the 
peak of their endeavors; others are playing out the 
last scenes of their careers, but all are given honest 
inspection, without the modern inclination to examine 
their "feet of clay." 
    It was an exciting decade that saw the Mormon 
movement west and the founding of Utah; the several 
presidential campaigns (told in surprisingly interesting 

detail) of the Whigs, the 
Democrats, and the Free 
Soilers (early abolition-
ists); the three-prong 
campaigns of the Mexican 
War (the best and most 
complete account I have 
read): the realization of 
"Manifest Destiny:" and 
the westwarding trails of 
commerce, immigration, 
gold fever, and war. 
    For anyone who knows 
the history of the War Be-
tween the States, the 
Mexican War was a re-
hearsal for that far larger 
drama.  The names 
Robert Lee, Thomas Jonathan Jackson, George 
Meade, George McClellan, and George Thomas, Jef-
ferson Davis, P.G.T.Beauregard, James Longstreet, 
Ulysses Grant, and a number of others later to 
emerge have their moments on the Mexican stage, as 
Woodworth's narrative unfolds. 
    But, overall looms what Senator Calhoun termed 
the "peculiar institution":  slavery.  By 1840, the loose 
confederation of states and territories was already 
unraveling over the "slavery question."  By 1850, fist 
fights were breaking out in the halls of Congress, fore-
shadowing the very real threat of the Union's coming 
to blows and being broken apart over "popular sover-
eignty." 
    With 357 
pages, plus a 
healthy number 
of pages of 
notes 
(bibliography) 
and index, this 
might seem a 
formidable opus, 
but this was an 
exciting period 
(including nine of the perhaps-16 years of William 
Bent's Old Fort) and is recommended to any lover of 
mid-19th century history. 
    Author Woodworth holds a Ph.D. In history from 
Rice University, has written, coauthored, or edited 28 
books on U.S. history, and is a professor of history at 
Texas Christian University at Fort Worth.   

Daniel Webster 

Kit Carson, standing, and 

John C. Freemont 
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BENT’S FORT CHAPTER 

2012 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

Name   

 

Mailing address 

 

Email        Home Phone 

 

Work Phone       Cell Phone 

 

Membership Type (s) You Are Purchasing:        ____BFC Individual $15.00       ____BFC Family $15.00 

(Check All That Apply)         ____Lifetime $500.00    ____Business/Organization $20.00 

          

Membership Type:    ____New Membership        ____Renewal         

  

Make Checks Payable to Bent’s Fort Chapter. Mail This Sheet and Check (s) to: 

EMERY MURRAY / 231 VIGIL AVE / LAS ANIMAS, CO 81054 

(719) 456-2050 / murbelo_38@yahoo.com 

Questions or Comments?  

President 
Pat Palmer 
(719) 336-4323 
gpatpalmer@hotmail.com 
Vice-President 
Marcia Will-Clifton 
(970) 690-1123 
marciawilclifton@yahoo.com 
Secretary 
LaDonna Hutton 
(719) 254-7266 
ldhutton@bresnan.com 
Treasurer 
Emery Murray 
(719) 456-2050 
murbelo_38@yahoo.com 

Membership 
Kathy Wootten 
(719) 688-7634 
bkwootten@bresnan.net 
Tours Director 
Pat Palmer 
(719) 336-4323 
gpatpalmer@hotmail.com 
Education 
Richard Carrillo 
(719) 384-8054 
cuarteljo@centurytel.net 
Trail Preservation 
Kevin Lindahl 
(719) 469-1894 
kc0riv@live.com 

Historian 
Ed Stafford 
(719) 384-8956 
claraned@bresnan.net 
Trail Marking 
Charlie Hutton 
(719) 254-7266 
cnhutton@bresnan.com 
Publications 
Rod Podszus 
(719) 339-5543 
rodpodszus@gmail.com 
Hospitality 
Don & Kitty Overmyer 
(719) 469-2484 
donandkitty@secom.net 

A Look Back at Some of Bent’s Fort Chapter Activities..... 

May 15, 1994: a small group of SFT lovers met to form 
the Bent’s Fort Chapter of the SFTA 

January 28, 1995: the BFC logo created, bylaws & 
code of ethics written,  budgets and committees  cre-
ated, officers elected. Harry Myers guest speaker. 

April 1, 1995: chapter’s first tour. 77 members, Big Tim-
bers area, Pretty Encampment, Holly, Granada, Old 
Granada, Coolidge, Trail City, Amity, and Amache 
(Whew!). Connie & Earl Casteel tour leaders 

April 13, 1996: 30 members tour Caddo Indian Agency 
Site,, Richard Carrillo & Phil Petersen tour guides 

April 5, 1997: 40 members tour Purgatoire Canyon 
stage station sites, tour guides Jesse Scott, Richard 
Carrillo, Peyton Abbot, Jamie Kingsbury 

April 25, 1998: 35 members tour Granada Ft Union 
Military Route, northern section, plus stage & freight 
stops, Angelo & Joyce Passinni tour guides 

March 6, 1999: 40 members tour Rocky Ford crossing 
and museum, Charlie & LaDonna Hutton tour guides 

March 11, 2000: 20 members tour Boggsville, Richard 
Carrillo tour guide 

March 2, 2001: Sand Creek Lecture, OJC, 8 members 



12 
 

  

rodpodszus@gmail.com 

(719) 339-5543 

1507 North Weber Street 

Colorado Springs, CO 809 


