
Bent’s  Fort Chapter  
of the Santa Fe Trail Association  

 

March 2015 Newsletter             Page 1 
——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 
  

 Photo Archives Obtains Rare Photo 

of New Mexico Frontiersmen 

by Kate Nelson, NM History Museum Staff 

 The Palace of the Governors Photo 
Archives has acquired a rare carte de 
visite depicting Ceran St. Vrain, Dick 
Wootton and José Maria Valdez. Photo 
Curator Daniel Kosharek obtained the 
ca. 1865 image from Cliff Mills, a pho-
tographer, collector and dealer who has 
sold his own and historical images on 
the Santa Fe Plaza for 20 years. 
 “I come from an old Taos family,” 
Mills said. “I’m pretty sure Valdez was a 
relative. This is a picture that came 
down to me through the family.” 
 Carte de visites were an early phe-
nomena of photography. Mounted on 
cardstock, they could be given to 
friends or guests. That ease helped 
create a Victorian craze —
“cardomania.” This particular carte de 
visite represents the first original photograph that the Photo Archives has of 
St. Vrain, a legendary frontiersman, military leader and wheat magnate. The 
museum has one small original photograph of “Uncle Dick” Wootton, and none 
of Valdez.  
 “This is very early for photography in New Mexico — very early,” Kosharek 
said. “So very little exists from that time period. It is rare when a photograph of 
historical significance on New Mexico becomes available.” 
 Mills considered offering the photo to a wider market, but chose the Photo 
Archives, he said, in part because “I like Daniel and Tomas” Jaehn, of the mu-
seum’s Fray Angélico Chávez History Library.  

Brief bios on the men in the picture: 
Ceran St. Vrain (1802-1870) was a frontier entrepreneur and close associate 
of Territorial Gov. Charles Bent and Kit Carson. In the 1820s, he traveled from 
St. Louis to Taos, becoming a trapper and trader. In the 1830s, his partnership 
with Bent blossomed. With Charles’ brother, William, the men built Bent’s Fort 
in Colorado, headquarters of a mercantile empire and an important stop for 
travelers on the Santa Fe Trail. In 1855 he was part of the “St Vrain’s battal-
ion” during the Indian Wars and in 1861 was a Captain and later a Lt. Colonel 
in the New Mexico Volunteers. St. Vrain built the first grist mill in the Taos Val-
ley and others in Mora, Santa Fe and Peralta. He became wealthy selling flour 
to the troops at Fort Union and Fort Craig. He also invested in sawmills, be-
came involved in banking projects and railroad speculation, dabbled in politics 
and owned a share of The Santa Fe Gazette. He was buried at the Mora Pres-
byterian Church. His mill still stands in the town, though in an endangered 
condition. 

Dick Wootton (1816-1893) was also a frontiersman, born in Virginia, who 
hired out to Bent and St. Vrain at Independence, Mo., in 1836. He later gained 
                Continued on Page 6 — Dick Wooten 
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Three Great Events Kick Off 2015 

Annual Meeting— January 10 
 Bent's Fort Chapter members met on January 10 for 
the Chapter's Annual Meeting with Pat Palmer calling 
the meeting to order. After approving the minutes from 
the November meeting we learned about the upcoming 
events for 2015 which include geocaching, ranch tours, 
and speakers. The Three Trails Conference in Santa Fe, 
NM and Fur Trader's Encampment at Bent's Old Fort, 
both in September, were also mentioned. 
  The slate of officers for 2015 (current officers agreed 
to stay on) was presented and elected: President - Pat 
Palmer; LaDonna Hutton - Vice President; Secretary - 
Peggy Jo Dowell; Treasurer - Emery Murray; and Histo-
rian - Ed Stafford. The Committee Chairmen will stay on 
for 2015 with Chuck Reid the new Education Chairman. 
 After committee reports Pat Palmer named the Per-
son of the Year — Dotti Russell. (I thank you all for your 
support this past year. I enjoy doing the publications and 
look forward to continuing to serve the Chapter — you 
are an awesome group and it's great to share our love of 
exploration, history and 
camaraderie together. 
Dotti) 
 After lunch Chapter 
member Tony Juarez 
gave his excellent 
presentation on the life 
of his ancestor, Don An-
tonio Jose Chavez. Tony 
has spent a lot of time researching his family history 
back to the 1500's in Spain as well as the events that 
surrounded the murder of Don Antonio in 1843. Discov-

ering his family heritage 
has been very important 
to Tony and he wrote, 
"The legacy does not 
come with treasure or 
titles but a responsibility 
to share the knowledge 
with my family and to 
encourage others (to tell 
their own family history) 

to do the same."  

Love to Read Along the Santa Fe Trail—February 14 
 Bound for Santa Fe, The Year of Decision:1846, and 
the Old Santa Fe Trail are just a few of the books recom-
mended by the panel.  Panelists Ron Dulle, Mike Olsen, 
Kitty Overmyer, and Ed Stafford brought to life several 
books in their presentations. 
 Engaging reading topped the reasons for Ron's love 
of Bound for Santa Fe by Stephen Hyslop.  He also ap-
preciated Hyslop’s research and analysis as he wrote 
about the  exchanges and interactions among people, 
sides, Indians and traders, army...what was understood 
and not understood in this strange new land of differing 
cultures.   

 In a follow-up note Mike Olsen "emphasized that 
getting books on the Santa Fe Trail is inexpensive and 
just a click away on a computer, iPad or smartphone. 
There are various sites 
for ordering out-of-print 
or used books — and 
the shipping often costs 
more than the book! 
(Shipping on most sites 
is $3.99). His favorites 
are Amazon and Abe-
books (Advanced Book 
Exchange) - but there are others." 
 Mike also noted "if a book was published before 
about 1920, it probably is available "full text" online. For 
example, Henry Inman's The Old Santa Fe Trail can be 
downloaded from no less than four web sites — just type 
"Inman Santa Fe Trail full text" into a search engine like 
Google. Josiah Gregg's Commerce of the Prairies is 
available on a number of sites, as another example. So 
if you can't get a book — look online and see what is 
available." 
 After the panel members and guests enjoyed a deli-
cious lunch.  Thanks go to Kathy Wootten for making the 
arrangements and to the panel members for an enjoya-

ble and informative discussion. For a list of the sug-
gested reading, see “Books” on page 6.   

Geocaching on the Santa Fe Trail 
 A small but adventurous group tackled the art of 
looking for geocaches on Saturday, March 14.  Chapter 
members, joined by members of girl scout troop 33626 
from Rocky Ford, participated in the search. 

      The 
search start-
ed at Big 
Timbers Mu-
seum.  A few 
of us had 
downloaded 
the Geo-
cache app 
and with di-
rections in 
hand started 
to look.  The 
"aha" mo-

ment came when Kathy Wootten spotted the container 
hidden in the bushes near the front of the Museum.  Our 
search continued at Bent's New Fort, then on to Fort 
Lyon and Boggsville, where we stopped for lunch. 
      At Boggsville Kevin Lindahl gave a short talk on the 
origins of geocaching and how the SFTA got involved.  It 
was then on to finding the geocache on the Boggsville 
grounds before heading to the last stop at Bent's Old 
Fort. 
 I know all will agree the weather couldn't have been 
better, and we had a great time learning how to geo-
cache.  Hope to see you down the "SFT GeoTour trail."☼ 

L to R:  Girl Scouts Kyra Bierbaum, Kylie Kolise, 

Kaylee Tucker & Autumn Tucker open a container.  
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Santa Fe Trail 2014  

Hall of Fame Inductees 

Continuing the series on the 2014 Santa Fe Trail Associ-
ation Inductees, following are four more individuals who 
were inducted September 2014 — Charles Autobees, 
Thomas (Tom) Tate Tobin, John Simpson Smith, and 
Don Antonio Jose Chavez . 

Charles Autobees 

By Rod Podsuzus 
 Like many illiterate frontiersmen, Charles Autobees’ 
biography is filled with inconsistencies, errors, and con-
tradictions beginning with his name. Throughout his life, 
his name was spelled as Autobees, Autobee, Ortibi, 
Ortivi, Audeby, Ortubiz, and many more variations. Even 
his birth date is uncertain although most historians now 
agree that he was born in 1812 in St. Louis to Sarah, 
who may have been a Delaware Indian, and François 
Autobees.  

      By 1828, Autobees was engaged 
in the northwest fur trade business 
employed as a trapper by the Bent 
brothers and Ceran St. Vrain. During 
this time he worked with and became 
friends with Jim Bridger, James 
Beckwourth, and Kit Carson. He 
learned the rules of survival in the 
wilderness and became respected by 
both mountain men and trappers. He 
survived the battle at Pierre’s Hole in 
1832 which mountain men and 
Blackfeet Indians fought following a 
rendezvous. 
      By the 1830’s Autobees was liv-
ing in Taos. In 1833, by his account, 

he was employed as a laborer in the construction of 
Bent’s Old Fort. During the years 1834 – 1847, Au-
tobees was employed as a trader by Simon Turley at his 
whiskey distillery at Arroyo Hondo, near Taos. During 
these years Turley made numerous trips over the Taos 
and Santa Fe Trails, often traveling with his half-brother 
Tom Tobin. These travels included regular stops at Fort 
Jackson, Fort Lupton, Bent’s Fort, El Pueblo, and even 
to distant St. Louis. 
 In 1847, Autobees was working at the Turley distill-
ery when the Pueblo Indians revolted. Turley was killed 
but Autobees managed to escape to Taos where he 
joined the forces that put down the rebellion. Those forc-
es were led by old-friend Ceran St. Vrain who was im-
pressed by Autobees toughness and courage. Following 
the rebellion, Autobees farmed and ranched in the Mora 
Valley in New Mexico. In 1853, St. Vrain gave Autobees 
land at the junction of the Huerfano and Arkansas Rivers 
near present day Avondale, CO where he farmed, trad-
ed for robes and pelts with the Indians, freighted goods 
between Bent’s New Fort and New Mexico towns, and 

even built and operated a ferry on the Arkansas River 
near his settlement. 
 In 1864, Autobees was pressed into service by Colo-
nel John Chivington and forced to march to the battle 
site at Sand Creek. According to John Smith, a scout 
and interpreter who was living in the Indian village at the 
time of the massacre, Autobees refused to fight and was 
credited with saving the life of Smith and his family. 
 During his life, Charles Autobees knew and was 
known by most of the important persons in the American 
West.  He worked as a trapper, trader, freighter, scout, 
rancher, and farmer.  Today he is buried in the St. Vrain 
Cemetery in Avondale, Colorado. 
 
Sources: 

George Ruxton,  Adventures in Mexico and the Rocky 
Mountains, 1848 (first printed reference to Autobees) 

Wild West History Association Internet site 
Janet Lecompte, Pueblo, Hardscrabble, Greenhorn: Society 

on the High Plains, 1832-1856 
George Autobee, 8th generation direct descendent, presenta-

tions at Pueblo Public Library and to Bent’s Fort Chapter, 
August 2012 

LeRoy Hafen, Trappers of the Far West ☼ 
——————————————————————————— 

Thomas “Tom” Tate Tobin  

By Rod Podszus  
 During his lifetime, Thomas (Tom) Tate Tobin was 
renowned as the bounty hunter who tracked down and 
single-handedly killed the notorious Espinosa brothers 
who murdered over 30 Anglos in Colorado and New 
Mexico allegedly in retaliation for relatives killed in the 
Mexican-American War. After numerous failed expedi-
tions by posses and Army troops, Tobin, who was 
known for his scouting and tracking skills, was hired and 
succeeded in killing the men. How-
ever, Tobin was much more than a 
skilled tracker and bounty hunter. 
 Tobin was born in 1823 in 
Saint Louis to Bartholomew and 
Sarah Autobees Tobin. His half 
brother was the famous frontiers-
man Charles Autobees.  In 1837, 
at the age of 14, Tobin left Saint 
Louis with Autobees and Ceran St. 
Vrain and traveled along the Santa 
Fe Trail with supplies destined for 
Simon Turley’s whiskey distillery in 
Arroyo Hondo, NM. Between 1837 
and 1847 Tobin worked at Turley‘s 
distillery, made numerous trips along the Taos and San-
ta Fe Trails in the employ of Turley and the Bent St. 
Vrain Company, trapped, scouted for the Army, and 
farmed. 
 In 1847, Tobin was working at Turley’s distillery 
when the Pueblo Indian revolt erupted. The mill was at-
tacked and Tobin was one of only two men who man-
aged to escape. Arriving in Taos, he and his brother 
Charles joined the militia led by Ceran St. Vrain that suc-

Charles Autobees 

Thomas “Tom” Tobin 

https://archive.org/details/adventuresinmexi01ruxt
https://archive.org/details/adventuresinmexi01ruxt
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2014 SFTA Hall of Fame Inductees (Cont’d) 

Continued from Page 3 — Tom Tobin  
cessfully defeated the insurrectionists.  That same year 
he and his wife Pascuala began farming along the San 
Carlos River near the settlement of El Pueblo in south-
eastern Colorado. His crops were sold to Lt. Col. William 
Gilpin’s troops who were camped near Bent’s Fort. 
 Until his death in 1904, Tobin farmed and ranched 
and served as an occasional guide and scout for the  
Army. His frontier skills and knowledge were said to rival 
Kit Carson’s. His relationship with the Carson’s took an 
odd twist in 1888 when he was shot and stabbed by Billy 
Carson, Kit’s son, who was married to Tobin’s daughter 
Pascualita. Tobin had confronted Carson after he beat 
Pascualita and in the altercation Carson beat and shot 
the elderly Tobin. Although seriously wounded and ex-
pected to die, Tobin recovered to live another 16 years. 
(Carson died in 1889 of lockjaw after accidently shooting 
himself in the leg.) 
 Tobin’s final years were lived in near poverty on his 
ranch near Fort Garland, Colorado, trying to collect pen-
sions and old government debt for services performed, 
including the killing of the Espinosa brothers.  Few funds 
were ever collected.  He died on May 15, 1904, and is 
buried near Fort Garland.  

Sources: 
James Perkins, Tom Tobin, Frontiersman 
Janet Lecompte, Pueblo, Hardscrabble, Greenhorn: Society 

on the High Plains, 1832-185 
Legends of America website 
Rocky Mountain Legends website ☼ 
——————————————————————— 

John Simpson Smith  

 John Simpson Smith, aka Uncle John and Blackfoot 
Smith, was born in Frankfort, KY, in 1810.  Little is 
known of his early life except that his family moved to  
St. Louis and that Smith was apprenticed there to a tai-
lor.  In 1830, Smith headed west to join the fur trade, 
probably as an employee of one of the major fur compa-
nies operating out of St. Louis.  Smith earned his nick-
name in 1830 when he outsmarted a group of seven 
Blackfoot Indians who had captured him as he was try-
ing to float his winter’s cache of furs down the Missouri 
River.  In the years that followed, Smith married a Chey-
enne woman, Wapoola, who bore him several children.  
He also learned four Indian dialects plus French and 
Spanish and would serve as in interpreter at several im-
portant councils. 
 In 1846, Smith was working as a trader for William 
Bent, working out of Bent’s fort and trading with the 
Southern Cheyenne.  When Louis Garrard wanted to 
experience the life of a trader, he was partnered with 
Smith on a trading venture and recounted the experi-
ence in Wah-to-yah and the Taos Trail.  In 1847, the 
young Englishman George Ruxton visited the Fort and 
described Smith as one of the interpreters working to 
translate the words of Arapaho and Cheyenne into Eng-
lish.  In 1851, Smith was employed as one of the transla-

tors at the treaty signing in Fort Laramie. 
 In 1854, Smith persuaded Black Kettle and his 
Cheyenne followers to camp at Sand Creek, CO, where 
Smith was assured that the Indians would be safe.  
However, on Novem-
ber 29, 700 soldiers 
under the command of 
Colonel John Chiving-
ton attacked the camp 
while most of the 
fighting men were 
away on a buffalo 
hunt, massacring over 
100 Indians, mostly 
women and children.  
Smith, his Cheyenne 
wife, and children were 
there and his son Jack 
was killed.  Smith later 
gave testimony before a congressional committee inves-
tigating the event, testimony that contradicted Chiving-
ton’s claims that 500-600 Cheyenne warriors had been 
killed in the battle. 
 In 1865, Smith served as interpreter at the Treaty of 
the Little Arkansas.  In that treaty, his surviving children, 
William and Armama, were each awarded 640 acres of 
land in the Arkansas River Valley as a “courtesy” by the 
government.  That land was fewer than 10 miles from 
Bent’s Old Fort and the Santa Fe Trail crossed it.  After 
the Treaty of the Little Arkansas Smith moved with his 
family to the Cheyenne Reservation in Oklahoma where 
he died in 1871. 

Reprinted from the Santa Fe Trail Association 2014 Hall of Fame 
Inductions Booklet ☼ 

————————————————————————- 

Don Antonio José Chávez 

By Tony Juarez 
 Don Antonio José Chávez belonged to an old Span-
ish family that had been prominent in New Mexico since 
it was created as a province in 1598.  His paternal 
grandfather, Don Pedro, arrived in New Spain in the late 
1500’s and left Zacatecas with the Juan de Onate Expe-
dition to colonize New Mexico, and was one of the 
founders of Villa Santa Fe in 1610. 
 Don Antonio was the second of four sons born to 
Don Francisco Xavier Chávez, who had large holdings 
of land and livestock.  The Chavez family was involved 
in sheep-raising, gold and silver mining, and commercial 
freighting and trade, traveling the Santa Fe Trail and El 
Camino de Real.  The Chávez family traveled The Santa 
Fe Trail to Independence and beyond, and returned with 
goods to be sold in New Mexico and farther into Mexico. 
 The Santa Fe trade continued without interruption 
until the 1843, when there was planned military activity 
along the Santa Fe Trail by the armed forces of Texas, 
who claimed the north boundary of Texas to be the  

          Continued on Page 5 — Don Antonio Jose Chavez 

John Simpson Smith 
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2014 SFTA Hall of Fame Inductees (Cont’d) 

Don Antonio Jose Chavez (Cont’d) 
Arkansas River.  In November 1842 it was reported in 
Santa Fe that Texan forces were planning to attack Mex-
ican traders passing over the Trail, in the coming spring.  
Giving little heed to that rumor Don Antonio José Chá-
vez started from Santa Fe, destined for Independence, 
in February 1843.  He took with him five servants, his 
personal conveyance, two wagons and fifty-five mules.  
He carried some twelve thousand dollars in gold and 
silver, and some bales of furs.  Severe weather was en-
countered, the month of March proving unusually cold.  
The men were frost-bitten, and all the mules save five 
perished in the storms.  By the 10th of April, Chávez had 
come to the waters of Owl Creek in present-day Rice 
County, KS.  There he was intercepted by a company of 

fifteen men commanded by one John McDaniel who had 
organized his band on the frontier of Missouri for the 
purpose of attacking the Santa Fe caravans under the 
supposed direction of the Texans.  Chávez was made 
captive and taken off the trail.  He was robbed, and his 
effects were divided among the group, seven of whom 
immediately set out for Missouri with their portions of the 
spoil  The others decided to murder Chávez, shooting 
him in cold blood.  They then packed their loot upon 
Chavez’s mules and also departed for Western Missouri.  
Information of what they had done soon came to the 
Missouri authorities, and several of them were arrested.  
Some of the guilty escaped, including three of the actual 
murderers.  But John McDaniel was tried at St. Louis 
and hanged for his crime.  The United States was 
caught up in the middle of an international conflict be-
tween Mexico and Texas which threatened the important 
trade with Mexico.  The action taken and swift justice to 
punish the murderers helped resolve the situation. 
Reprinted from the Santa Fe Trail Association 2014 Hall of Fame 
Inductions Booklet. ☼ 

 

The Navajo Uprising at  

Ft. Fauntleroy 

By Tony Juarez 
Introduction – At the BFC Annual Meeting held on Jan-
uary 10 in Las Animas, CO, I had the opportunity to pre-
sent the life of my ancestor, Don Antonio Jose Chavez 
who was murdered on the Santa Fe Trail in 1843.  Dur-
ing my research I discovered that my family history 
dates back to their arrival in New Mexico in 1600. My 
research took me in many directions.  One historical 
event that I came across in my research involved two of 
my ancestors “crossing paths” on opposing sides in bat-
tle at the “The Navajo Uprising at Fort Fauntleroy.”    

The Ancestors – Major Jose Francisco Chavez faced 
Manuelito, the eminent head 
war chief of the Navajos in 
battle in 1861.  Major Chavez 
was the son of Mariano 
Chavez, brother of Don Anto-
nio Chavez.  In the presenta-
tion of “Don Antonio’s Last 
Journey” I introduced my 
Great Grandmother Amelia 
“Mele” Dubois, the grand-
daughter of Chief Manuelito.  
Amelia married Antonio Jose 
Chavez, great grandson and 
namesake of Don Antonio 
Chavez, and great nephew of 
Major Jose Francisco Chavez 
in Gallup, NM in 1899.   

The Uprising - In 1859 Jose 
Francisco Chavez was called up to serve with the New 

Mexico Volunteers as an officer in a military expedition 
against the Navajos and assigned to Ft. Fauntleroy near 
Gallup, NM which was later named Ft. Wingate.  On 
September 22, 1861, Navajo Indians gathered at Ft. 
Fauntleroy for an issue of rations and friendly horse rac-
es between the Navajo and the New Mexico Volunteers 
stationed there. A festive atmosphere was transformed 
with a disagreement over the final race of the day be-
tween a horse owned by Chief Manuelito (aka “Pistol 
Bullet“) and a military person.  The Navajo horse lost the 
race.  The Navajo were shocked and then outraged 
when they found the bridle of the horse had been 
slashed causing their rider to lose control.  An uprising 
ensued and the Navajo were overwhelmed by the supe-
rior fire power of the military under the command of Ma-
jor Jose Francisco Chavez.  More than 20 Navajo were 
killed and scores more wounded, and 112 Navajo were 
taken prisoner.   
 Major Jose Francisco Chavez was called to Albu-
querque to face a hearing on the role he played in allow-
ing the uprising to get out of control on that fateful day.   

          Continued on Page 6 — Navajo Uprising 

Dedication of monument to Don Antonio Jose Chavez on  9/19/2014.  Pictured are 

Brigitte Juarez, Nicki Gilmore (Tony’s sister), Tony Juarez,  Dr. David Sandoval, 

Father Robert Spencer, (Pastor St. Paul Catholic Church), and Krista Phillips 

Jose Francisco Chavez 
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Cont’d from Page 5 — Navajo Uprising (cont’d) 

Before the hearing was held, news of Confederate forc-
es marching to the military headquarters in Santa Fe 
disrupted the proceedings.  Major Jose Francisco 
Chavez was dispatched to Ft. Craig south of Albuquer-
que near Socorro to face the Confederates.  There were 
heavy causalities on both sides and the Confederates 
claimed victory.   Major Jose Francisco Chavez was pro-
moted to Lieutenant-Colonel for "gallant and meritorious 
service" at the Battle of Valverde.  The hearing on the 
uprising was never held and 
charges dropped.   

Epilogue - Lieutenant-Colonel 
Jose Francisco Chavez was one 
of the most eminent New Mexi-
cans of his time. He was born 
June 27, 1833 in Los Padillas, 
Mexico. He was educated in 
Chihuahua, St. Louis and New 
York City.  In 1846 he was 
forced to return to New Mexico 
because of the Mexican-
American War.  At age twenty 
after the deaths of his uncle, 
Don Antonio, and his father 
Mariano, he took over the operation of the family busi-
ness.  Jose Francisco Chavez served as a Member of 
the U.S. House of Representatives from New Mexico 
Territory from 1867-1871.  On November 26, 1904 Jose 
was assassinated at Pinos Wells, New Mexico.  Chief 
Manuelito died in 1893 from measles which developed 
into pneumonia.  Before his death, he traveled to the 
World’s Fair in Chicago, where he was once again im-
pressed by the white man’s accomplishments. On his 
return home he advised his people, “The white men 
have many things we Navajo need but we cannot get 
them unless we change our ways.  My children, Educa-
tion is the ladder to all our needs.  Tell our people to take 
it.”  

Photos provided by Tony Juarez. 

(After serving the in army where he attained the rank of colonel, 
Jose Francisco Chavez went on to serve in the NM Territorial Leg-
islature and later served as District Attorney in District 2 covering 
Albuquerque and environs.  Chaves County in Southeastern New 
Mexico is named after him. Ed.) ☼ 

————————————————————————— 
Continued from Page 1 — Dick Wootten 

infamy for building a toll road over Raton Pass and, for 
13 years, charging travelers to use it.                                                                     

José Maria Valdez was born in La Joya (now Ve-
larde) in 1809. He married Maria Manuela Jaramillo in 
Taos in 1834 and was a witness at the wedding of his 
wife’s sister, Maria Josefa Jaramillo, when she married 
Kit Carson in 1843. (Another sister, Maria Ygnacia Jara-
millo, married Charles Bent). He served in the Territorial 
Legislature and in 1859 was one of the petitioners for the 
Mora Land Grant. 

 The Palace of the Governors Photo Archives con-
tains an estimated 1 million items, including historic pho-
tographic prints, cased photographs, glass plate nega-
tives, film negatives, stereographs, photo postcards, 
panoramas, color transparencies, and lantern slides. 
This collection includes material of regional and national 
significance, dating from approximately 1850 to the pre-
sent, covering subject matter that focuses on the history 
and people of New Mexico and the expansion of the 
West; anthropology, archaeology, and ethnology of His-
panic and Native American cultures; and smaller collec-
tions documenting Europe, Latin America, the Far East, 
Oceana, and the Middle East.  

The above article and photograph used with permission from the 
New Mexico History Museum.☼ 

————————————————————————— 
Continued from page 2 — Books 

“Love to Read Along the Santa Fe Trail” 

Suggested Books by the BFC Panel—2/14/15 

1. Bound for Santa Fe by Steven Hyslop 
2. Pueblo, Hardscrabble and Greenhorn by Janet 

LeCompte 
3. The Last Conquistador by Marc Simmons 
4. The Year of Decision: 1846 by Bernard DeVoto 
5. Manifest Destinies by Steven Woodworth 
6. Kearny’s March by Winston Groom 
7. Wah-to-yah and the Taos Trail by Lewis Garrard 
8. Tom Tobin: Frontiersman by James E. Perkins 
9. The Santa Fe Trail by Robert Luther Duffus 
10. The Old Santa Fe Trail by Henry Inman 
11. The Wind Leaves No Shadow by Ruth Laughlin (a 

novel about Doña Tules) ☼ 
————————————————————————— 

Membership Report 

 We begin the 2015 year with a good number of new 
members and a few who have returned after a 
brief time.  Welcome to: Gary Anschutz, Helen Bendzsa, 
Chris Berry, Tom & Gail Burnett and 2 kids, John Car-
son, Bill & Ellie Crain, Vernon & Penny Cress, Keith and 
Carolyn Dochterman, Gerald Moore, Carolyn Newman, 
Don & Sandra Stutters, Robert Sweeney & Deborah 
Foy, Jeff Trotman, Edward & Eleanor Vela and Walt & 
Patt Woodward.  We hope to have you at our events and 
to get acquainted with you. 
 There are still many of you who have not renewed 
your membership.  We encourage you to do so — we 
don't want you to miss out on any of our communications 
or events!  Deadline is April 1 to continue on the mem-
bership list — but we would hope to add your name 
again anytime. 
 Also,  please consider joining the national Santa Fe 
Trail Association.  Membership includes weekly emails 
and the award-winning magazine, Wagon Tracks. 
 As always,  you may contact me with any ques-
tions.  Kathy Wootten,  Membership Chairman    

bkwootten@bresnan.net  719-336-7634.☼ 

Chief Maneulito 

http://www.palaceofthegovernors.org/photoarchives.html
mailto:bkwootten@bresnan.net
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Interested in a Chapter Vest?  

 Orders can again be placed for our unique Bent's Fort 
Chapter vest. The Wrangler 
vests come in medium, large, 
X-large and XX-large. The 
completed vest will include an 
embroidered BFC logo on one 
side with the SFTA patch on 
the opposite side with your 
name embroidered over the 
BFC logo. See Dotti Russell at 
upcoming events to try them 
on for size and place your  
order.  
 It is anticipated that an 
order for the vests will be 
placed with Big R in late 
spring; upon receiving the vests they will then be sent to the 
embroiderer. DO NOT buy your vest directly from Big R. 
The price of the completed vest is $45.  If you have any 
questions or to place a request for a vest, contact Dotti 
Russell at djrussell123@hotmail.com or call 719-336-2213. 
Payment will be required at the time the order is placed for 
the vests with Big R.  
 Thanks go out to Big R of Lamar and JS Graphics of 
Granada for their help in making the vest project a reality. ☼  
—————————————————————————-    

3 Trails Conference in Santa Fe  

 While September may seem a long way off, it's time 
now to make your plans for attending the 3 Trails Con-
ference in Santa Fe, NM from September 17-20.  The 
Conference will bring together three Trail Associations - 
the El Camino Real de Tierra Adentro Trail Association, 
the Old Spanish Trail Association, and the Santa Fe  
Trail Association for a first time joint event.  Great field 
trips and speakers are planned for the weekend.  Rooms 
in Santa Fe can go quickly as summer approaches, so if 
you haven't made your room reservation you may want 
to do so soon.  
 For the schedule of events, information on accom-
modations, and links to the registration form go to   
http://www.3trailsconferencesantafe.org/agenda or call 

Pamela Najdowdski at 505-920-4970.  The Conference 
is open to Association members and non-members, 
though there is a higher registration fee for non-

Association members. ☼ 
—————————————————————————-- 

2015 Fur Trade Symposium 
September 23-26, 2015 

 Now is that rare chance to venture into the southern 
reaches of the 1800s fur trade region and join your fel-
low Fur Trade Historians, Living Historians and enthusi-
asts at Bent’s Old Fort National Historic Site. The staff at 
Bent’s Old Fort, along with their valuable volunteers, and 
with assistance from area entities such as Otero Junior 
College, the Koshare Indian Museum, the Santa Fe Trail 
Association and the City of La Junta promise to develop 
a unique educational and entertaining opportunity for 
persons of all interest levels in the Rocky Mountain Fur 
Trade. 
 The “best of the best” Historians, the best, juried, 
Living Historians, the best period Musicians of the 
Southern Rockies have been, and are being, sought to 
share their expertise with all who attend this valuable 
and insightful gathering .  These fine men and women 
will challenge the attendees of this Symposium to step 
back in time and envision themselves actually taking part 
in the Southern Fur Trade of in a time lost to the modern 
world.  In addition to the wealth of information offered 
through formal and informal presentations, Living Histori-
ans, period Musicians, and period food and drink will 
induce those in attendance to step back to the 1830s 
and 1840s and relive that time when “Skins Were Mon-
ey.”   
 Though there are few guarantees in life, the organiz-
ers of the 2015 Fur Trade Symposium do guarantee that 
this assembly will prove to be a unique opportunity to 
learn, enjoy and engage in the full scope and diversity of 
the Southern Fur Trade — an opportunity which has not 
been available on this scale since 1988. 
 The 2015 Fur Trade Symposium, returning to the 
Southern Rockies for the first time since 1988, will inform 
and entertain a wide-range of attendees on the full 
scope and diversity of the southern fur trade.  The Sym-
posium will examine the breadth of the fur trade’s ef-
fects, including animal populations, people involved in 
the business, their lifestyles, interactions, economics and 
more.  The conference will enrich scholars, fur trade re-
enactors and enthusiasts, students, teachers, the gen-
eral public and all who have an interest in the history of 
the fur trade, the growth of the nation, and the distinct 
cultural interactions of the era.   
 The Symposium will place special emphasis on the 
Southern Rocky Mountain trade through scholarly 
presentations, informal seminars and through Living His-
tory’ representations of those involved in the Southern 
fur trade during its peak.  
 
From the 2015 Fur Trade Symposium website:  http://2015fts.org/
index.html  ☼ 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001AxPGjnBb8Hs9alTUUth4SGkcXSvNRas0AUyY8I9dUj0UFPn844Z-r8eckudidpaLuyHtxZtA8z0kgaB_HAF6vrUqKcwOl5oYDGGFKATxpEqiJQ3S8jL333KHIZ52H_7j5BObB19j18Ltq30AMT1HWoX_JEO7KlrPfIRwrwDibb76IyRymHWpowC3G0-meW7V547KvCCMpQc=&c=XVhhsUab5tGaYBReFPgIT
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Bent’s Fort Chapter Officers and  

Committee Chairmen 
 
President  
Pat Palmer  
(719) 336-4323  
gpatpalmer@hotmail.com  
 
Vice-President  
LaDonna Hutton  
(719) 469-2906 
LaDonnaHutton@gmail.com  
 
Secretary  
Peggy Jo Dowell 
719-469-9879 
pjd0512@yahoo.com 
 
Treasurer  & Budget Committee 
Emery Murray  
(719) 456-2050  
murbelo_38@yahoo.com 
 
Historian  
Ed Stafford  
(719) 468-2250  
staffordclaralee@gmail.com 
 
Membership  
Kathy Wootten  
(719) 688-9016  
bkwootten@bresnan.net  
 
Education  
Chuck Reid 
(719) 989-7500 
 
Trail Preservation  
Kevin Lindahl  
(719) 469-1894  
kc0riv@live.com  
 
Trail Marking  
Charlie Hutton  
(719) 469-2906 
cnhutton@rural-com.com  
 
Publications  
Dotti Russell 
(719)336-2213 
djrussell123@hotmail.com 
 
Hospitality  
Don & Kitty Overmyer  
(719) 469-2484  
donandkitty@secom.net 
 

 

 

Upcoming 2015 Events:  Many exciting field trips 

and speakers are planned for 2015.  More information 
will be released as they are finalized. 
 
Bent’s Fort Chapter: 

April 11:  Boggsville Clean-up, Las Animas, CO 

May 9:  Trinidad, CO tour 

June 13:  Beatty Ranch Tour, Kim, CO 

July 11:  Speaker 

August ?: Rawlings Museum  

Sept 17-20:  Santa Fe Trail Symposium, Santa Fe NM 

October 10:  Tour of the Cedar Creek Ranch and  

 Pettigrew Stage Station, South of Lamar, CO  

November 14:  Education Meeting 

December 12: 2016 Planning Meeting 

 

SFTA Events: 

September 17-20, 2015: SFTA Symposium (Three Trails 

Conference), Santa Fe, NM 

September 2016: SFTA Rendezvous, Larned, KS 

September 2017: SFTA Symposium, Baldwin City  

 
Other Events:   
May 9-10: Training of Company “ A”  of the 3rd New Mex-
ico Voluntary Infantry, Fort Union, Watrous, NM  

May 7:  Dedication of William Becknell’s Gravesite, 
Clarksville, TX 

May 10-Sept.7:  Trails and Rails program aboard  
Amtrak’s Southwest Chief—between La Junta, CO and  
Albuquerque, NM  

May 14-17:   18th Annual Rolling Along Santa Fe Trail 
Auto Tours & Bent on Birding & Heritage Festival, Las Ani-
mas, CO  

June 20-21: Various Activities, Fort Union, Watrous, NM 

September 23-26, 2015:  National Fur Trade Symposium, 
Bent's Old Fort, La Junta, CO  

 

 

“The Santa Fe Trail Lives On” 

 
 

 

 

Photos:  Unless otherwise noted the pictures are by  

Dotti Russell. 

mailto:pjd0512@yahoo.com
mailto:murbelo_38@yahoo.com
mailto:staffordclaralee@
mailto:bkwootten@bresnan.net
mailto:kc0riv@live.com
mailto:cnhutton@rural-com.com
mailto:djrussell123@hotmail.com
mailto:donandkitty@secom.net
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Santa Fe Trail Association 

2015 Membership Application 

The Santa Fe Trail Association (SFTA) is composed of people from all across the nation 

who share a common interest in discovering, exploring, and celebrating this fascinating 

part of southwestern history. The association works in close partnership with the National 

Park Service and local, state, and federal agencies to help preserve and protect the trail. 

When you join, you get… 

 The opportunity to increase your knowledge of the trail by attending national sympo-

siums and other events that offer tours and lectures by experts. 

 The opportunity to network with other people from across the country who share 

your passion for the trail 

 A subscription to Wagon Tracks which is the SFTA’s quarterly journal of news, scholar-

ly articles, book reviews, and other valuable news and the weekly email newsletter. 

 And,  the opportunity to support a nationally-recognized association that is working 

hard to preserve this fascinating part of our American history. 

Name    

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Mailing address   

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Email        Home Phone  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Work Phone       Cell Phone   

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Membership Type (s) You Are Purchasing:        ____BFC Individual $15.00       ____BFC Family $15.00 

(Check All That Apply)         ____Lifetime $500.00    ____Business/Organization 

Membership Type:    ____New Membership        ____Renewal          

Make Checks Payable to Bent’s Fort Chapter. Mail This Sheet and Check (s) to: 

EMERY MURRAY / 231 VIGIL AVE / LAS ANIMAS, CO 81054 

(719) 456-2050 / murbelo_38@yahoo.com 

 

Name_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address_________________________________________________________________________ 

Email___________________________________________  Phone________________________________ 

Membership Type: ____Youth (18 & Younger) $15.00 ____Individual $35.00 ____Family $40.00 

Make Checks Payable to Santa Fe Trail Association and Mail Checks and this Form to: 

Ruth Olson-Peters, Treasurer / Santa Fe Trail Center / RR3 / Larned, Kansas 67550 

BENT’S FORT CHAPTER 

2015 MEMBERSHIP FORM 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bent’s Fort Chapter/SFTA 

c/o Dotti Russell 

PO Box 908 

Lamar, CO  81052 


