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Efforts Ongoing to Save the SW Chief 

Colorado and Kansas: 

Many of us who live along the route of the Southwest Chief are still 

hoping that sufficient funding is found to keep the route viable from Newton, 

KS across Southeast CO through Lamar, La Junta and, hopefully, Pueblo 

and south through Taos and Santa Fe to Albuquerque and then on to 

California.  In a show of support and 

collaboration, Colorado and Kansas 

have joined together requesting a 

federal Transportation Generating 

Economic Recovery (TIGER) grant.  

Garden City, Kansas, in the lead 

role in the grant application process, 

submitted the application at the end 

of April.   

 The total amount of the grant funding is $24.5 million with $15 million in 

federal grant funds and the balance from other sources including 

businesses, states, counties and cities. Large funding amounts will come 

from Amtrak $4 million, Kansas Department of Transportation $3 million, 

and BNSF railway $2 million.  The Kansas communities of Garden City, 

Dodge City, Hutchinson and Newton each have pledged $12,500.  Funding 

will also be provided by several entities in Colorado – Pueblo County 

$100,000; Interstate Economic Development coalition $75,000; Bent, Las 

Animas, Otero and Prowers Counties at $10,000 each; The Trinidad 

Tourism Board $4,000; La Junta, Lamar and Trinidad at $10,000 each; and 

ColoRail $1,000. 

   The purpose of the funding is to replace 45 miles of worn track in 

Kansas and 10 miles of track in Colorado for a total of 55 miles of track.  

The rails need to be replaced because in their current condition trains must 

slow to as low as 30 mph when crossing over those tracks.  Some of the 

rails to be replaced were laid as long ago as the 1940s with most going 

back to the 1950s and 1960s. 

In Colorado, Governor Hickenlooper signed HB 1161 on May 14th 

creating a funding commission to help secure funding for the needed 

repairs and upgrades for the tracks.  The bill, spearheaded by 

Representative Leroy Garcia of Pueblo and Senator Larry Crowder of 

Alamosa, passed with bi-partisan support.  

The seven-member commission will work to 

secure funding by working with Kansas, 

New Mexico, Amtrak and BNSF Railway to 

secure a stop in Pueblo and possibly 

Walsenburg at a future date.  

New Mexico:  Margaret Sears of the End of 

the Trail Chapter provided the following 

information:
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 The headline, “Southwest Chief Remains in 

Limbo,” in the Santa Fe daily New Mexican well 

stated that the New Mexico Legislature's decision 

about Amtrak's future passenger service in the state 

was a mixed bag.  When the body adjourned on 

February 20, it had agreed to fund studies of the 

project, but not to allocate any money to keep the 

train operating from 2016 forward.  End of the Trail 

chapter members and all New Mexicans will have a 

short year before the 2015 annual legislative 

session to convince the Legislature that keeping the 

Amtrak operating in the state would strengthen the 

state's economy, culture, and the well-being of its 

citizens. 

 New Mexico, Colorado, Kanas, Burlington 

Northern Santa Fe RR, and Amtrak will assume the 

cost of maintenance and capital needs, estimated at 

roughly $115,800,000 over ten years, although 

absolute figures are not available.  NM Governor 

Susanna Martinez has frequently declared that the 

federal government should fund the project fully or 

prominently because Amtrak was created and 

funded by Congress. 

 From now until the 2015 NM Legislative session, 

EoT will actively lobby state legislators, and seek 

federal financial support from its Congressional 

delegation.  

The total restoration project is projected at a cost of 

$40 million a year for ten years for a total of $400 

million.  It should be noted that the TIGER grant 

awards have been made in June in the last two 

years so look for an announcement soon.  For the 

many communities along the SW Chief Route 

affected by the potential loss, there’s a lot of hope 

that the funds will be allocated for the much-needed 

rail repairs and upgrades. ☼ 

Sources:   

Souby, Jim “Governor Signs Bipartisan Southwest Chief Bill,” 

ColoRail, June-July-August 2014, pg. 4 

Souby, Jim “Colorado Communities Join Kansas in Grant 

Application for the Chief,” ColoRail, June-July-August, pg. 7 

Email from Sen. Larry Crowder dated June 17, 2014 

Email from Margaret Sears dated June 9, 2014 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

MEMBERSHIP   REPORT 

We have received many renewals and two 
more NEW members for 2014 since the last report.  
Welcome to our chapter Ron and Sally Harms and 
Bob DeWitt.  And we have been pleased to present 
complimentary memberships to Nick Behm, in 
appreciation of his help with the sign installations, 

and to Charlene Simms and Laurel Campbell who 
were speakers on our Pueblo tour. 
 

Here are the numbers to date and they are 
something to be proud of! 
 
   Lifetime members                3 
   Business/Organization         5 
   Single/Family                    133 
 
      Total memberships         141 
 

A reminder that we encourage you to become a 
member of the national Santa Fe Trail Association. 
You will be supporting the primary organization 
dedicated to the preservation of the Santa Fe Trail, 
receive a great award-winning newsletter (see 
below), Wagon Tracks, and learn some more great 
history. 
 
Please contact me if you have any questions. 
Kathy Wootten.☼ 
---------------------------------------------------------------------- 

SFTA Wagon Tracks magazine 

Wins Award 

Congratulations go out to Ruth Friesen and all 

who help write and send out the SFTA’s quarterly 

magazine, Wagon Tracks.  The magazine received 

third place in the New Mexico Press Women 2014 

Communications Contest in the category of 

"publications regularly edited by entrant -- magazine, 

newsletter, other non-newspaper publication." ☼ 

------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Rails and Trails Along The Santa Fe 

Trail Resumes May 4th  

On May 4th, the National Park Service and 

Amtrak resumed their popular narrated excursions 

aboard the Southwest Chief between La Junta, CO, 

and Albuquerque, NM. As passengers ride the train 

along the Mountain Branch of the Santa Fe Trail, 

interpreters tell stories about the history, plants, 

people, and animals along the route. For more 

information, call 719-383-5024. ☼ 

------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Mark Your Calendar! 

Mark Gardner will be speaking on Saturday, 
July 12 at 1:00 pm at the Grand Theater in Rocky 
Ford.  Gardner, named Best Author by True West 
Magazine in its “Best of the West” issue for 2014, is 
a Colorado resident. For more information on the 
upcoming Mark Gardner talk see Pages 8-9. ☼  
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National Heritage Areas and 

Protecting the Santa Fe Trail 

By Rick Manzanares 

Is a National Heritage Area (NHA) feasible or 

suitable for Southeast Colorado?  For the past six 

months or so, people have been weighing in on 

NHAs.  Canyons & Plains of Southeast Colorado is 

currently conducting information sessions in the six 

counties of Baca, Bent, Crowley, Kiowa, Otero and 

Prowers.  

National Heritage Areas (NHAs) are designated 

by Congress as places where natural, cultural and 

historic resources combine to form a cohesive, 

nationally important landscape.  Through their 

resources, NHAs tell nationally important stories that 

celebrate our nation’s diverse heritage.  NHAs are 

live-in landscapes.  Consequently, NHA entities 

collaborate with communities to determine how to 

make heritage relevant to local interests and needs.  

NHAs are a grassroots, community-driven 

approach to heritage conservation and economic 

development.  Through public-private partnerships, 

NHA entities support historic preservation, natural 

resource conservation, recreation, heritage tourism 

and educational projects.  Leveraging funds and 

long-term support for projects, NHA partnerships 

foster pride of place and an enduring stewardship 

ethic.  

There are 49 National Heritage Areas in the 

US.  Most of these are located in the Eastern part of 

the country.  Only recently have Western States 

begun to look at NHAs as potentially viable for their 

States.  Colorado has three NHAs.  Cache la 

Poudre NHA has been in existence since 1986. 

Sangre de Cristo National Heritage Area in the 

Lower San Luis Valley and Park County National 

Heritage Area in the Park County area of Colorado 

were designated in March, 2009.   

If a local entity (non-profit organizations or local 

government units) wants to pursue a designation of 

a National Heritage Area, it has several steps to go 

through even before they can request designation 

by the US Congress.  In a given geographic area 

with a compelling national theme, the community 

must demonstrate wide support for an NHA 

designation.  It must first conduct a Feasibility Study 

which defines heritage assets, history, cultural 

assets, an economic development potential and 

support from local government. 

If the Feasibility Study results prove favorable, 

the local group must present the Feasibility Study to 

its Congressional delegation who may introduce a 

bill in the US Congress.  The President must then 

sign the bill. Assuming it passes and there is a 

designation, the Management Entity -- usually a 

non-profit organization -- must conduct scoping 

meetings with stakeholders, local elected officials 

and the community.  This process defines the 

Management Plan.  It is the blueprint which the NHA 

uses to conduct their work for the life of the NHA, 

which is 15 years. 

The Management Entity has three years and 

limited funding to complete the Management Plan.  

It then goes to the Secretary of the Interior for 

approval.  The NHA can then begin to work on 

projects and community goals. All projects to be 

funded by the National Park Service require a dollar 

for dollar match by the NHA Management.  The 

projects must correspond with the Management 

Plan in order to qualify for matching funds.   

What kind of projects are typical in an NHA?  

The projects must relate to the themes that are in 

the Management Plan.  They usually relate to 

heritage assets such as Byways, nationally 

recognized trails (such as the Santa Fe Trail), 

museums, historic buildings and sites, historic train 

routes, archeology, heritage-related education, 

interpretive signage, brochures, tours and lectures 

and others.   

National Heritage Areas are ground up 

programs which engage the community, the local 

government, heritage agencies, local businesses, 

and the general public through its inception, 

definition, and ultimately its activities in the 

community.  They have proven to be economic 

drivers for local businesses such as restaurants, 

tourist shops, hotels, grocery store, gas stations and 

more.  They encourage the traveling public from 

throughout the world to enjoy and respect the 

heritage of the area.  

Note:  Rick Manzanares is Executive Director of the Canyons 

and Plains of Southeast Colorado and Chapter member.☼ 
------------------------------------------------------------------ 

SFTA Launches GeoTour 

The Santa Fe National Historic Trail GeoTour 
provides adventures with the opportunity to visit and 
learn about one of our nation’s most iconic trails.  
Launched on April 15, the GeoTour has 73 
geocaches placed at historic sites along the 900 
mile-long Santa Fe Trail.  At each stop, you will have 
the opportunity to learn about the people. Places 
and events associated with the trail that helped 
shape the future of the United States.  You will get 
to experience much of the trail just as the early 
travelers did.  
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 Geocachers who visit 50 of the 73 sites are 
eligible to receive the Santa Fe National Historic 
Trail Challenge Coin.  To participate go to 
http://www.geocaching.com/adventures/geotours/sa
nta-fe-trail and follow the instruction to print out and 
complete the Passport.  
Many sites have received 
a “Favorite” rating and 
many rate as one of their 
favorite tours. All 73 of the 
sites on the GeoTour have 
been visited.  First time 
visitors to each site 
received a “First of Trail” prize, a small keychain 
LED flashlight.  

The first geocacher to complete the Passport 
said, “Thank you for your hard work in putting this 
together and for taking on such a fun and interesting 
tour of the Santa Fe Trail…”  Other log comments 
include:  “We had no idea all of this was here …. 
certainly enjoying the series.  They are all very 
nicely done with lots of neat swag and they have 
taken us to places we would not have gone 
otherwise.”  Chapter members Wiley and Karla 
Work have already geocached from Lakin to Bent’s 
Old Fort and are looking to continue along the Trail.  
Wiley said, “We enjoy going treasure hunting and 
logging in the caches.” 
 Chapter member Kevin Lindahl has helped to 
locate many of the geocache sites along with 
placing the caches.  Thank you Kevin for all your 
hard work to help make the GeoTour a success! ☼ 
---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Terms Along the Trail 

Life on the Trail 

By Bob Silva 
(Herds of animals would not be an infrequent site in this area 
as herds -- cattle, oxen, horses -- were driven along with the 
wagon trains as well as cattle being driven to market.  
Following are terms used along the trail in the 1800’s. For 
more on Charles Goodnight of the Goodnight-Loving Trail 
see pages 5-7. ed. note) 

“Early to bed, and early to rise” ruled, as the 
cowboys and wranglers days were long and dusty.  
Speed was not in the equation when it came to the 
long cattle drives, as cattle were given grazing time 
where foliage was best.  The normal cattle drive 
would go for 10 to 15 miles in a given day.  In trailing 
2,000 to 3,000 head of cattle, patience was a virtue 
for the drovers.  The number of cowboys and 
wranglers to include the trail boss and cook could 
number between 12 to 20 men.  Around the large 
cattle herds, different responsibilities were delegated 
based on the cowboys’ past experience on trail 
drives.  Three of the most important men on a drive 
came down to: The Trail Boss, The Cook (often 
called Cookie), and The Point. 

The Trail Boss – Had the most experience, knew 
the range better than anyone else and handled the 
money.  He was responsible for finding grass, water 
and laying out the trail. 
The Cook – The entire crew of cowboys liked the 
cook, as he was the one that made 3 meals a day 
for the drovers.  He was also one to come to in case 
of illness. The cook was a well nurtured and 
experienced cow-hand. 
Point Cowboy – The Point cowboy set the pace for 
the drive and the direction that the lead steer would 
take.  This cowboy had to work well with the others.  
Swing Cowboy – The Swing cowboys would be a 
third of the way back and responsibilities included 
keeping the herd headed in the right direction and 
being good on a horse. 
Flank Cowboy – The Flank cowboys rode two 
thirds of the way back of the herd and were 
responsible to insuring that wandering cattle did not 
venture to far from the main herd.  The Flank, as 
well as the Swing cowboys, had to be good at 
“cattle-cutting.” 
Drag Cowboy – The drag cowboys rode at the tail-
end of the herd and insured that the stragglers 
stayed with the rest of the herd. 
Wranglers – The Wranglers were the least 
experienced of the drovers, but maintained a very 
important job.  As each of the drovers normally rode 
6 to 7 horses, it became the responsibility of the 
wrangler to water and feed these horses.   The 
Wrangler had to keep track of which horse was next 
in rotation to be given to the drover. ☼ 

------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Bob Silva publishes book 

Lead in Trinidad 

Chapter member Bob Silva has recently 

released his first book titled, Lead in Trinidad: the 

Life and Legacy of Lawman Lewis M. Kreeger. The 

biography tells about the life of Bob’s great 

grandfather, Lewis M. Kreeger.  Beginning in 1871 

Officer Kreeger served over 

forty years in law 

enforcement in Trinidad and 

Southeast Colorado, 

including defeating Bat 

Masterson for Trinidad City 

Marshall in an 1883 election. 

 Along with being a 

biography, the book also 

highlights many events and 

people in Trinidad including 

shootouts, the ladies of the night, and the Ludlow 

Massacre.  For information on the book, contact Bob 

Silva at bob.silva46@gmail.com. ☼   

http://www.geocaching.com/adventures/geotours/santa-fe-trail
http://www.geocaching.com/adventures/geotours/santa-fe-trail
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Clean-Up Day at Boggsville 

On Saturday, April 19, about thirty Chapter 

members pitched in to help clean-up the grounds 

and buildings at the Boggsville historic site.   We 

also had the chance to enjoy Rebecca Atkinson's 

wonderful home-baked goods, to visit, and to enjoy 

the surroundings.  

We met Rebecca 

Atkinson, the new 

Director at Boggsville 

  

 

We greeted friends. 

              

We visited. 

 

                  

We found ourselves 

watched by "local 

residents." 

 

 

We were joined  

by Boy Scouts from Swink.  

 

 

 

 

We ate, 

 

 

 

 

 

and, oh yes, we 

worked. 

 

Rebecca thanks all who helped out with the clean-

up.   She really appreciates all that was 

accomplished during the clean-up. ☼ 

------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Sign Planting Days 

a Success  

By LaDonna Hutton 

Wow!!! What productive days we had on 

Saturdays, May 3 and June 7th.  A total of twelve 

(12) signs were put up -- 

yep you read that 

right!  Pretty good for 

just having Charlie 

Hutton and Don 

Overmyer on May 5th 

with four men to help on 

June 7th. Really great 

days!  Despite a storm 

warning on the 7th, the weather turned out perfect on 

both days.  On May 7, Kathy Mullins in Thatcher 

(Hole-In-the- Rock) let us eat our lunch in her front 

yard and in June we all 

gathered at the Bella 

Luna in Trinidad for 

lunch.  The twelve 

signs were placed on 

county roads in Las 

Animas County 

between Delhi and 

Hoehne.  Sign planting will continue in the fall as we 

start to place signs in all of Bent and Prowers 

Counties. Otero County is already complete. ☼    

---------------------------------------------------------------- 

Lots of Fun and Information 

on Pueblo Tour 

Over thirty 

members and 

friends of the 

Bent's Fort 

Chapter met at 

the Goodnight 

Barn on Saturday, 

June 14 where 

we learned some 

of the amazing 

history of Charles Goodnight. After Bob Silva 

introduced everyone to terms along the cattle trail, 

he was interrupted (in a skit) by the “delivery of a 

telegram” saying Oliver Loving and Charles 

Goodnight had been delayed at Uncle Dick 
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Wootton’s toll road.  After reading the “telegram” 

Bob continued his talk on the role of the cattle 

drives and the formation of the Goodnight-Loving 

Trail in 1866. 

Laurel Campbell from the Goodnight Barn  
 Restoration 
Committee 
followed with a 
presentation on 
the history of 
the barn and 
restoration 
efforts. Using 
stone from a 
nearby quarry 
Goodnight built 
the barn in 1869 

at his Rock Canyon Ranch. The barn was used to 
house horses, carriages and for storage. It may be 
the oldest standing barn in Colorado.   
  Laurel said that the restoration committee is 
raising $43,000 including grant funds to begin the 
restoration stabilization process. It is expected that 
the restoration will take 10 to 15 years at a cost of 
$300,000. The committee has a fundraiser planned 
for September 13 with lots of fun, food and 
entertainment planned.  All are invited. 

We next went to the Rawlings Public Library 
where we met Charlene Garcia Simms, Genealogy 
and Special Collections Librarian. We first viewed 
the hand-painted mural titled Corazon del Pueblo by 
David Oceotl Garcia, The mural is based on a book 
written by Dr. David Sandoval, Spanish/Mexican 
Legacy of Latinos in Pueblo County for sale at the 
library. Charlene explained that the mural depicts 
the history and legacy of Pueblo County starting with 
the indigenous people who had been in Colorado for 
thousands of year prior to the arrival of the Spanish. 
Divided into three panels, the first panel shows the 
early history, the middle panel the history of 
influential Hispanics in Pueblo County starting in the 
early 1800s with much symbolism such as the blue 
waves representing the Arkansas River, and 
includes Mariano Autobee, son of Charles Autobee. 
The third more contemporary panel leads into the 
19th century when the railroad arrived and CF&I 
was going strong. Migrant workers are displayed 
working in the fields to bring food on our tables. 
Education is represented as the key to success. In 
the middle of the mural is a heart, Corazon del 
Pueblo, representing the heart of Pueblo.  

We next went were given a tour of the Library 
vault. The vault houses many of the historical 
papers within the Library.  Charlene emphasized the 
many library resources that are available for anyone 
doing local historical research or a genealogical 

(local or even nationwide) search.     Afterward we 
viewed the original will of Kit Carson, another  
 

highlight of 

the tour. After 

lunch 

Charlene 

gave an 

excellent 

presentation 

on the 

women of 

Mexican 

settlements. 

Her research 

is focusing on Josefa Jaramillo Carson (wife of Kit 

Carson), her sister, Ignacia (common law wife of 

Governor Charles Bent) and Ignacia's daughter by a 

previous marriage, Rumalda Luna, who married 

Thomas Boggs founder of Boggsville. It was a hard 

life and women had to depend on each other to 

survive the harsh elements and tragedies, mostly in 

their husband's absence. She continues to look for 

"the voice" of these early Spanish women who were 

the wives and mothers in the early settlements and 

is having difficulty finding much written from or about 

them.  
Our last stop 

on the tour was at 
the Doyle 
Settlement. Joseph 
Bainbridge Doyle 
was one of the 
early settlers in the 
area.  Despite the 
afternoon wind 
many of us climbed 
the nearby hill to 

see the gravesites and to listen to Bill Tilley talk 
about Doyle’s legacy.  Born in 1817 in Virginia, he 
moved to Colorado in 1841 where he continued in 
the trading business.  Doyle eventually settled near 
the Huerfano River 20 miles from the Arkansas 
River where he milled lumber along with building the 
first flour mill.  At one point he was considered the 
richest merchant in Colorado. 
  The weather was good (though windy in the 
afternoon), the energy and enthusiasm of those 
present was high, and the talks informative.  A 
special thanks goes to Chapter members Ron Dulle, 
Bob Silva and Tony Juarez for all their efforts in 

making the day a success. ☼ 
 

  

 

L to R: Laurel Campbell, Bob 
Silva, Tony Juarez 

 

Charlene Garcia Simms interprets 
the mural 

 

Bill Tilley tells about the Doyle 
Settlement 
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Goodnights Help Preserve the Bison 

One of the contributions made by the 

Goodnight's was the preservation of the bison.  In 

the late 1800's, as told by distant relative Veryl 

Goodnight, Charles Goodnight and his wife began a 

fifty-year program of preservation of the American 

bison. Their efforts in nursing stray calves are 

credited with 

helping to save 

the American 

bison, or as we 

often call it the 

buffalo, from 

extinction.     

Veryl Goodnight, who 
lives in Mancos, CO, 
is an artist 
specializing in 
western sculpture and 
painting. ☼ 

------------------------------------ 

The Legacy of Charles Goodnight 

The following was written by Deb Espinoza.  She is 

the former Director of the El Pueblo Museum in 

Pueblo.  These paragraphs were read by Laurel 

Campbell during her 

talk on the 

Goodnight barn 

restoration efforts. 

"After the Civil 
War, it was Charles 
Goodnight and his 
partner Oliver 
Loving that 
recognized the 

opportunities and immense challenges of driving 
herds north to reach railheads and larger 
markets.  In doing so, they also brought the distinctly 
different Texas-Mexican System of cattle ranching to 
Colorado. The entire experience and resulting 
cowboy image and culture became one of the most 
identifiable icons of the United States. Pueblo can 
lay claim to that significant western story and legacy. 
We have the most tangible proof of Goodnight's far 
reach, his magnificent stone barn built south of the 
Arkansas River, on land that was once a part of the 
Gervacio Nolan Land Grant. 

The Mexican contributions of brands, 
longhorns, breeding, stock laws, equipment and 
land grants is an essential part of interpreting his 
life. The story of the barn is the story of its builder 
who experienced the passing of the Native-
American empire on the prairies, a man who gained 

supreme knowledge of the open territories. He lived 
the life of a baron, and witnessed the fencing of the 
open range. Charles Goodnight's life is a diverse 
story of friendship and loyalties, including that of his 
good friend, Bose Ikard and other African-American 
cowboys. Our children should know the hierarchy of 
cattle drives, and the true code and ethics of 
working cowboys. It's too large of a tale to keep to 
ourselves, it needs to be preserved and shared." ☼ 
------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Junior Wagon Master Program 

Looking for Helpers 

 If you’re traveling with children this summer you 

may want introduce them to Wagon Master Jake.  

He’s looking for helpers along the Santa Fe Trail.  

After completing activities along the trail highlighted 

in the Junior Wagon Master: Bullwhacker Edition 

(ages 12-14) booklet, your knowledgeable traveler 

will earn an official Junior Wagon Master patch. For 

children ages 9-11 there’s the Freighter Edition. 

 Junior Wagon Master provides families and 

children with an educational guide for exploring and 

learning about the trail.  Like other programs for 

children in parks and other education venues, Junior 

Wagon Master offers place-based activities for youth 

in an environment that is fun and where success is 

rewarded – children earn up to four unique, beautiful 

Junior Wagon Master patches, one for each section 

of the Santa Fe Trail. 

 Learn more at http://www.nps.gov/safe/ 

forkids/juniorwagonmaster.htm. ☼ 

------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Santa Fe Trail Center Announces 

2014 Rendezvous 2014 Topic: 
Hispanics & The Road to Santa Fe  

 

  The Santa Fe Trail 
Center in Larned, KS, 
has announced that its 
2014 Rendezvous will 
focus on Hispanics on the 
Santa Fe Trail. 
  Presentations, 
panels, and tours 
will examine the 
interaction and blending of cultures along the Trail, 
with particular focus on how the Hispanic culture 
was affected as well as how the Hispanics 
influenced other cultures.  Hispanic traders and 
merchants, migration patterns, and women on the 
Trail are some of the topics to be considered.  

The Friday tour will feature a special 
presentation at the marker commemorating the 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001waVJ2wqmZnK4r8_UfaPFCipSMItDqsVSYuhILdxexe11bDVpKsSoYAkXiRNrC2910Jbtjd3qLC2qAmLAbBmPrfCil4kIWdLqCnLcyLsOb7zoqZGt9MueKkCqOgkftEiCBFbpy5CiBXj8q7jUon0Qug==
http://www.nps.gov/safe/
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murder of Antonio Chavez. Tony Juarez, a 
descendant of Mr. Chavez, will talk about the event 
and his first visits to the site. 

The dates for Rendezvous are September 18-
20, 2014. For more information visit 
www.santafetrail.org or call 620-285-2054.☼ 

-------------------------------------- 

BFC Member Tony Juarez 

to Present Program at Rendezvous  

One of our Chapter members, Tony Juarez, will 

speak at the upcoming SFTA 2014 Rendezvous in 

Ft. Larned, KS to be held September 18-20, 2014. 

Tony's program titled "The Murder of Don Antonio 

Jose Chavez on the Santa Fe Trail" will focus on the 

murder which took place in 1843.  The assassination 

of Don Chavez is a very personal and emotional 

subject for Tony.  Anthony "Tony" Juarez is the 

namesake of his grandfather, Don Antonio Chavez. 

Tony first learned of the murder through family oral 

history.   

Tony has traced his direct family line to Don 

Pedro Gomez Duran Y Chavez, born in 1556 in 

Valverde de Llernia, Estremadura, Spain.  Don 

Chavez arrived in New Mexico in 1600 with the Don 

Juan de Onate Expedition to colonize New Mexico 

and was one of the founders of Santa Fe in 1610. 

The subject of Tony's program, Don Antonio Jose 

Chavez, is a direct descendent of Don Pedro 

Chavez.   

Tony will tailor his program to the Rendezvous 

2014 theme, "Hispanics and the Santa Fe Trail". He 

plans not only to talk 

about details of the 

murder of his 

grandfather taken 

from court 

transcripts during the 

trial of the culprits 

but to also bring a 

perspective of 

traveling the Santa 

Fe Trail east from 

Mexico to the United 

States.  He said, "I 

want to personalize 

Don Chavez by 

introducing his family 

members and life in New Mexico in the early 1800s 

and introduce descendants who Don Chavez never 

had the opportunity to know."  Tony added, "The 

goal of my program is to entertain, inform and 

motivate and not necessarily in that order."  

The program to be presented on Friday, 

September 19, will begin at the site of the murder of 

Don Chavez. There will also be a laying of a 

memorial wreath with a 1840s Mexican military 

escort and a religious service for all souls lost on the 

trail. The program will then continue at the Coronado 

Quivara Museum in Lyons, KS.   

Recently retired, Tony Juarez and his wife 

Brigitte joined the Santa Fe Trail Association and 

Bents Fort Chapter. After moving to Pueblo from the 

Denver area, the Juarez's joined the organization to 

expand their interest and love of southwest history. 

Tony said, "The organization has embraced Brigitte 

and me with friendship, and I have been motivated 

to learn more about my Spanish heritage." ☼ 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Book Review 

“Shot All to Hell:  Jesse James,  

the Northfield Raid, and the  

Wild West’s Greatest Escape”  

by Mark Lee Gardner 

By Ed Stafford, Historian of the Bent’s Fort Chapter, 

SFTA 

Every child who grew up riding the imaginary 
trails of steely-eyed men, and of women who could 
shoot with the best of them, found heroes in the Wild 
West.  These were the genuine article: lawmen-on-
the-fringe, shootists, and outlaws whose names still 
sell books, films, and True West magazines; whose 
photographs are recognizable nearly 150 years 
later.  These were heroes of my youth. 
 Unfortunately, in this age, those Western 
badmen and lawmen have been pushed aside, and 
those of us who lionized them have to deal with a 
world where the Westerner has little value.  The 
romantic hero who stands alone, depending on his 
skills with a gun to overcome powerful enemies in 
society—that is a definition of the hero of the 
Romantic Era, beginning in German theatre of the 
18th century, and continuing through the 1950s.   
Now, our day seems to be over in a world we find 
difficult to recognize.    
 Yet, all is not lost.  How grateful I am to 
novelists, writers of screen plays, and historians who 
still choose to write about the West. With each page, 
they give breath to the names we have honored. 
Historian Mark Lee Gardner has done precisely this 
with Jesse James—along with his brother Frank and 
their brothers-in-arms the Youngers—in Shot All to 
Hell: Jesse James, the Northfield Raid, and the 
Wild West’s Greatest Escape.   

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001ab3PKXjwpAcPw6IRTc-O3rr6WMdNAohISvIiIEYlWCP9jxGXtdDjPOOvpsxAo0v7Ennt2-ha4ULNe7QZ_LOc_hqBfKWw17Xzsm0_UnhjLTNeBzy15dQPQllw7gv-_7n_8moi0jscN9YXHfDxiLRrZAhUMQ-byGDiwNvYE8nKAv83WlsZQ3c0fcNwj4U95lcbWiEbHXd15panPTZmNgs9GFpNXxv2TveL23zMSDxqpGPP3eWOIrgttEJgFIKqni7ot6Lw7UPcIF0gKiBxWkzDtw==
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 Gardner, named Best Author by True West 
Magazine in its “Best of the West” issue for 2014, is 
a Colorado resident who has sometimes appeared 
as an interpreter and musician at Bent’s Old Fort 
NHS.  He will be guest speaker at the July 12 
meeting of the Bent’s Fort Chapter of the Santa Fe 
Trail Association at Rocky Ford’s Grand Theatre, 
beginning at 1:00. 
 We know Jesse James: follower of Quantrill in 
the Kansas-Missouri Border War, a war that did not 
end when the Confederacy surrendered; soldier who 
fanned the hatreds and feuds created by the war; 

heavily armed militant 
who made war on his 
former enemies with 
daring daylight train 
and bank robberies. 
 The robbery of a 
bank in Northfield, 
Minnesota, was a 

departure from the norm for these former 
Confederate raiders, whose fortunes were growing 
thin as they were growing older. Leaving their native 
Missouri, where they had pursued their violent 
career, Jesse, Frank, the three Youngers, and three 
others traveled far and entered southern Minnesota, 
directly south of Minneapolis.  Their planning was 
immaculate, but they were defeated by a heroic 
bank teller and well-armed townspeople. 
 Mark Gardner does not sympathize with the 
robbers or the citizens. His narrative is that of the 
journalist – detached, dispassionate, precise, and 
detailed.  He follows the James-Younger gang as 
they fall victim to swampland, steady rain, worn-out 
animals, and their wounds. At one point they were 
followed by a thousand armed men, whose 
ineptitude allowed their escape until the inevitable 
shootout.  
 This was perhaps the greatest manhunt in 
American history to date. Frank and Jesse escaped, 
but with the end of their outlaw careers and the end 
of the three Youngers careers in a Minnesota prison, 
the War Between the States in Missouri came to an 
end. 
 Mark Lee Gardner will speak to the Bent’s Fort 
Chapter, all members of the Santa Fe Trail 
Association, and all interested in his talk.  It is 
understood that he will bring copies of his books and 
CDs of his Bent’s Fort-era songs to autograph. Buy 
your copy now, or buy it from him; it is well worth 
reading. ☼ 
---------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Las Vegas and the Santa Fe Trail 

Las Vegas was once the most important city in 

the Southwest. It boasted fine hotels and numerous 

mercantile houses which sold goods from around 

the world. From about 1850 to 1900 it had few rivals 

from Kansas City to Los Angeles. Santa Fe was the 

capital of New Mexico then but everyone looked to 

Las Vegas for political and economic leadership.  

The Santa Fe Trail brought growth and 

prosperity to Las Vegas.  It was on Novembers 13, 

1821 that a Mexican military patrol led by Captain 

Pedro Ignacio Gallego encountered an American 

trader from Missouri, William Becknell. This historic 

encounter occurred just a mile or so south of Las 

Vegas, near what is now known as Kearny Gap.  

The site has been marked by the State of Mexico 

and the Daughters of the American Revolution.

 The U. S. Army of the West under General 

Stephan Watts Kearny marched through Las Vegas 

on its conquest of the Southwest in 1846. Kearny 

took formal possession of New Mexico from the 

rooftop of a building on the Las Vegas plaza.  The 

site and the event are commemorated by a plaque 

on the plaza today.  

The arrival of the AT&SF Railroad in Las Vegas 

on July 4, 1879 brought to an end the era of the 

Santa Fe Trail. Various monuments and sites in 

town recall the days of the trail, such as Gregg 

House, a student resident hall on the New Mexico 

Highlands University campus named after Josiah 

Gregg, author of Commerce of the Prairies and a 

DAR marker on the Las Vegas Plaza.  Trail ruts 

leading into Las Vegas from the east are visible on 

the plains to the east of I-25 just north of town. 

(Adapted from the pamphlet Las Vegas and the 

Santa Fe Trail by Mike Olsen) ☼ 

------------------------------------ 

Don’t Miss the Weekend in  

Las Vegas, NM - August 8-10 

 After the successful 
weekend in Taos, the Chapter 
is once again going on a 
weekend field trip.  Along with 
great camaraderie, there will 
be a sightseeing trip geared 
to the history of the Trail 
including the Kearney Gap 
where William Becknell 
encountered Captain Pedro 
Ignacio Gallego on November 

13, 1821, good food to eat during the weekend, a 
tour of historic downtown Las Vegas, a stop at Fort 
Union on Sunday morning, and hopefully wonderful 
weather.  More information on the field trip will be in 
upcoming weekly e-blasts. ☼ 
---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Bent’s Fort Chapter Officers and  

Committee Chairmen 

President  
Pat Palmer  
(719) 336-4323  
gpatpalmer@hotmail.com  

Vice-President  
LaDonna Hutton  
(719) 469-2906 
LaDonnaHutton@gmail.com  

Secretary  
Peggy Jo Dowell 
719-469-9879 
pjd0512@yahoo.com 

Treasurer  
Emery Murray  
(719) 456-2050  
murbelo_38@yahoo.com 

Historian  
Ed Stafford  
(719) 468-2250  
staffordclaralee@gmail.com 

Membership  
Kathy Wootten  
(719) 688-9016  
bkwootten@bresnan.net  

Education  
Richard Carrillo  
(719) 384-8054  
cuarteljo@centurytel.net 

Trail Preservation  
Kevin Lindahl  
(719) 469-1894  
kc0riv@live.com  

Trail Marking  
Charlie Hutton  
(719) 469-2906 
cnhutton@rural-com.com  

Publications  
Dotti Russell 
(719)336-2213 
djrussell123@hotmail.com 

Hospitality  
Don & Kitty Overmyer  
(719) 469-2484  
donandkitty@secom.net 

Budget Committee 
Emery Murray 
(719) 456-2050  
murbelo_38@yahoo.com 
 

 

Upcoming Chapter Events:  
July 12:  Talk by Mark Gardner at the Grand Theater, 

Rocky Ford, CO  

  

August 8-10:  Overnight in Las Vegas, NM  

   

September 18-20, 2014: SFTA Rendezvous,  

Larned, KS 

  

October 11:  Field Trip to the Davidson Ranch south 

of Las Animas, CO   

  

November 8:  Education Meeting; Bob Silva 

discussing his new book, Lead in Trinidad 

  

December 13:  2015 Planning Meeting 

  

 

SFTA Events: 
September 2015: SFTA Symposium, Santa Fe, NM 

  

September 2016: SFTA Rendezvous, Larned, KS 

  

September 2017: SFTA Symposium, Baldwin City 

 

 

Other Events: 
May 4 - Sept. 1: Trails & Rails, between La Junta, CO 

& Albuquerque, NM    

 

May thru October: Boggsville Historic Site, Las 

Animas, CO 

 

June 28, 10 AM: Sand Creek Massacre National 
Historic Site, Eads, CO; Tour Topic -- Third Colorado 
Cavalry 
 
July 19, 11AM: Sand Creek Massacre National 
Historic Site, Eads, CO; Tour Topic – Chief Black 
Kettle 
 

July 19:  Annual Colorado Springs American 
InterTribal Festival & Traditional Powwow, Colorado 
Springs, CO 
 
September 13: Goodnight Barn Fundraiser, Pueblo, 
CO 
  
September 23-26, 2015:  National Fur Trade 
Symposium, Bent's Old Fort, La Junta, CO  
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https://origin.library.constantcontact.com/doc201/1104610489587/doc/k08TKd0aSQXiQJLf.pdf
https://origin.library.constantcontact.com/doc201/1104610489587/doc/1wWsJxnGXRSygbPo.pdf
https://origin.library.constantcontact.com/doc201/1104610489587/doc/YobqYDy47072IHFq.pdf
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