
Bent’s  Fort Chapter  
of the Santa Fe Trail Association  

 

December 2016 Newsletter             Page 1 
——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 
  

 Chapter Events 

 Apishapa Tour visits Remote  

Areas of the Canyon 

 On Saturday, October 8, seventy-six tour participants 

met at the Apishapa State Wildlife Area Turnoff on Hwy 

10, to begin their journey into the Apishapa Canyon. Of 

this group 34 were Bent's Fort Chapter members and 

eight participants were from the Corazón de los Cami-

nos Chapter. The other participants were from the Ap-

ishapa Valley History Society and members of the 

Bourne family. We were greeted by a perfect day to be 

outdoors with sunny skies, comfortable temperatures 

and little to no wind. 

 We drove approximately 25 miles to our first stop -- 

the Bill Bourne Homestead. Bill and his wife lived at the 

homestead from about 1935 until his untimely death in 

1942. Bill had lived in Delhi (off CO Hwy 350) as a 

youth, so it was a natural extension to continue living in 

the area. But one does wonder how he managed to 

have enough food, water and other supplies in this iso-

lated area of the Canyon. At the homestead we viewed 

the remains of his home along with seeing the still-

standing barn. Amazingly, the barn was moved to this 

remote site when Bill lived on the property.  

 Driving another few miles we arrived at the site of the 

Goodnight corrals that were active in the late 1860s. 

Over the years the corrals have been added onto mak-

ing it hard to tell what was the original fencing. About a 

half mile west of the corrals was a small burial plot with 

six graves of some of the cowboys that worked the cat-

tle. Sadly some of the markers have broken off or been 

stolen. 

 Today there are about a dozen families that call 
the Apishapa Canyon home. And some of the lands, due 

to the lack of 

water in that 

area for live-

stock, have 

been set 

aside for the 

Apishapa 

State Wildlife 

Area (8,000 

acres). It is a 

place that 

probably 

looks much 

as it did in 

the 1800s when the settlers first explored this remote 

area and attempted to make a living off the land. 

 Thanks go to Larry Bourne for leading the tour and to 

members of the Bourne family who shared some of their 

family history. Thanks also go to Tim and Annette Rob-

erts for joining us on the tour and letting us onto the site 

of the Goodnight corrals. It was truly a day enjoyed by 

all. ☼ 
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Talk on Amache Highlights  

November Meeting 

 Pat Palmer called the meeting 

to order followed by the Treasur-

er's Report and reading and ap-

proval of the July meeting 

minutes. Next LaDonna Hutton 

spoke about the planning meeting 

to be held on December 10 for 

the 2021 SFTA Symposium.  

Charlie Hutton is working on the 

Symposium budget. Other news 

included the announcement that 

all Santa Fe Trail signs for Colorado have been placed 

in the ground and thanks were given to those who 

helped with the project. 

 LaDonna Hutton then talked about the need to 

change the Chapter By-laws to state that in the event of 

the Chapter’s dissolution that all remaining funds after 

payment of any outstanding expenses be sent to the 

SFTA. The motion passed. In other action it was ap-

proved to send $150 for the laying of wreathes at Ft. 

Lyon. 

 In other business the possibility of forming SFTA 

chapters in Garden City, KS and Trinidad, CO was men-

tioned. If anyone is interested in working to start one of 

these chapters, please contact Pat Palmer.  Larry 

Bourne noted that 400 people attended Boggsville's 

150th anniversary celebration on October 1. Next Chad 

Hart spoke about Canyons and Plains, emphasizing that 

the organization will be more focused on promotion of 

SE Colorado.  

 The meeting was adjourned followed by a potluck 

lunch.  Once again Chapter members provided excellent 

dishes for all to enjoy.  Lunchtime music was provided 

by "Mr. Pickatune", Leon Davis, on the piano. 

   After lunch Sandy Dexter spoke about the life of 

Amache.  Sandy has been doing research for two 

and one-half years on the 

life of Amache (Walking 

Woman) and has found 

some very interesting ma-

terial on her life.   

    Amache Ochinee was 

born in the summer of 

1846 amidst a forced 

march of the Cheyenne 

tribe.  Sandy explained 

that while Indian children 

were watched over by the tribal women, children had a 

lot of freedom as they grew up.  It changed for the 

young girl after her first menstrual cycle as she was then 

considered a woman and was taught how to cook, clean 

and tan hides, and learn the other chores expected of 

Cheyenne women.   

 John Prowers first saw Amache in 1856. He began his 

pursuit of her around 1860 after seeing her perform a 

Cheyenne dance.  However, it wasn’t until a year later at 

the urging of Mary Bent (daughter of William Bent) that 

he asked Amache’s father, Chief Ochinee or Lone Bear 

(also known as One Eye), for Amache’s hand in mar-

riage.  The request was granted and in 1861 John Prow-

ers, aged 25, married Amache who was 15.  Shortly af-

ter the marriage Amache went to Westport, MO, where 

she learned the ways of the 

white woman, returning a few 

months later to Southeast 

Colorado.   

 It was while John and 

Amache lived in the aban-

doned Caddo Indian Agency 

which they had taken as their 

home that the Massacre at 

Sand Creek occurred.  

Amache’s father, Chief Lone 

Bear, was killed during the 

fight, her mother escaping.  

The Prowers then moved 

south to land near the Arkan-

sas River, which is today a 

few miles west of Lamar, and 

then to Boggsville where they 

built a large home.  They later 

moved to West Las Animas.  

Amache, though married to 

John Prowers and close 

friends with Mary Bent, still 

faced prejudice from others 

including John Hough, John 

Prowers brother-in-law, who always called her that 

“Indian woman”.   

 John Prowers died in 1884 at the age of 46 leaving 

Amache a widow with nine children to care for.  Though 

she was left a $3000 annual stipend to live on it would 

last for only nine years.  In 1891 she married Dan 

Keesee, a rancher in the area.  Little is known of her life 

after the death of John Prowers and her marriage to 

Dan Keesee.  It is known that Amache and her second 

husband traveled to Cambridge, MA where she passed 

away at the age of 58 in 1905.  It is speculated that the 

Keesees moved to Cambridge where there was a hospi-

tal that cared for ailing individuals no matter their race.   

 Thanks are extended to Sandy Dexter for her most 

interesting and informative talk about the life of 

Amache.  We all learned so much about Amache and 

many of the people she knew throughout her life.  ☼ 

Amache Ochinee 

Prowers 

Sandy Dexter 

John Prowers 

Chief Lone Bear (One Eye) 
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Great Events Planned for 2017 

The Bent's Fort Chapter Board met on December 10 and 

tentatively planned some great activities for the coming 

year.  Following are the dates and events planned: 

January 14:  Bent's Fort Chapter Annual Meeting  
The annual meeting will be held at the JW Rawlings Her-

itage Center and Museum located at 560 Bent Avenue 

(corner of Hwy 50 and 5th St.) in Las Animas, CO.  The 

Chapter meeting will start at 11 AM followed by a ca-

tered lunch.  Mike and Patti Olsen will be the featured 

speakers.  The title of their talk is "Those Literate Ladies: 

Women Writing on the Santa Fe Trail."   

February 11:  Love to Read Along the Santa Fe Trail  
We will once again meet to talk about books from the 

1800s that discuss travelers and life along the Trail.  Af-

ter the book discussion, there will be a catered 

lunch.  Tentatively, the panel will be held at the Lamar 

Cultural Events Center in Lamar, CO. 

March 11:  Geocaching along the Trail  
The geocache event, while for all members, is geared to 

inviting local youth along to learn about the Trail and par-

ticipate in finding the geocaches in this area.  A side trip 

to see some wagon ruts is also planned. 

April 8:  Boggsville Clean-Up  
It'll be that time of year again when we gather to help 

clean-up Boggsville in anticipation of its opening for the 

summer.  Remember to bring along cleaning supplies. 

May 12-14:  Weekend Trip Starting in Clayton, NM  
This year's weekend trip will take us from Clayton, NM 

across northern NM to Wagon Mound and Cimarron  

with a stop at Fort Union on our way home.  This trip is in 

the early planning stages. 

June 10:  The McEndree Ranch (near Pritchett, CO) 
The McEndree Ranch has some of the best wagon ruts 

in the area along the Fort Union Military Road.  We'll ex-

plore these ruts and other historic sites in the area.  

July 8:  Speaker TBA 

August 12:  Trinidad and Stonewall  

Another field trip still in the early planning stages.   

September 28-30:  2017 SFTA Symposium in  

Olathe, KS 

October 14:  Historic Sites along Hwy 350 
We'll stop at Iron Springs and other historic locations 

along Hwy 350. 

November 11:  Education Meeting (Speaker TBA) 

December 9:  2018 Planning Meeting 

So mark your calendars and plan to join the Chapter on 

these great events. 

Hope to see you along the Trail! 

Colorado Santa Fe Trail  

Signage Project 

By LaDonna Hutton, in collaboration with Kevin Lindahl, 

Charlie Hutton and Pat Palmer 

It’s been quite a multi-year project but the last Santa Fe 

Trail sign in SE Colorado was planted October 28, 2016. 

There have many individuals who helped make the sign 

planting project a success.  Following is a brief outline of 

the project. 

 In April, 2010 the Santa Fe Trail Association devel-

oped an Agreement with the National Park Service.  It 

was determined that the individual chapters could apply 

for funds through the SFTA.  Sign requests could include 

Local Tour Route, Original Route, Crosses Here, and 

Ruts signs that included the National Historic Trail logo.   

 In Colorado, the Bent’s Fort Chapter developed a sign 

plan for the counties of Prowers, Bent, Otero, and Las 

Animas.  In the spring of 2011, a committee of individu-

als consisting of Dub Couch, Kevin Lindahl, Pat Palmer, 

Jeff Trotman, Emery Murray and LaDonna Hutton met to 

determine locations of signs for the sign plan.  With Kev-

in’s and Jeff’s computer expertise, our plan took on a life 

of its own.  The plan was then submitted to the National 

Park Service personnel, Steve Burns and Kristen Van-

Fleet, for approval.  It was the chapter’s plan to place 

signs on county roads where the Santa Fe Trail 

“crosses” the road.  When the plan was returned to us, 

we were astonished to see how many more signs the 

NPS thought should be placed.  Their plan also included 

signs to be placed on Colorado state highways.  That 

being said, the Colorado project then became a two-fold 

project:  County Road placement and State Highway 

placement.  The chapter took on the county roads and 

the National Park Service took on the state highways.   

County Road Signage Process 
 Once the sign locations were approved by the National 

Park Service, the plans were taken to the individual 

counties for approv-

al.  A formal Installa-

tion of Local Tour 

Route Signs docu-

ment was presented 

to the county com-

missioners.  Once 

we had approval 

from the counties, 

the road supervisors 

personally accompa-

nied us to the sites 

to determine wheth-

er or not there was enough right-of-way for the signs.  

The actual signs were then ordered from the National 

Park Service who contracted with correctional industries 

in Utah and Minnesota to make the signs.   

Charlie Hutton with stack of SFT signs 
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 Once the signs were delivered, the real physical work 

began.  Charlie Hutton, Pat Palmer and Jerry Campbell 

put the signs on 4 X 4 posts making them double-sided.  

On signage days, we would load the signs in the pickup 

and head out to various county roads.  Many volunteers 

including Charlie Hutton, Pat Palmer, Don Overmyer, 

Jim Cope, Bob Silva, Dotti Russell, Dennis Myrick, 

Shirley Pampas, Emery Murray, Leonard & Mary Lynne 

Pruett and many others whose names have escaped me 

planted 

many signs.  

Las Animas 

County has 

12 signs; 

Otero County 

has 10 signs; 

Bent County 

has 8 signs; 

Prowers 

County has 7 

signs.  In 

addition to all 

the “Santa 

Fe Trail 

Crosses 

Here” signs, 

the chapter 

has placed 8-10 stone posts with the National Historic 

Trail Logo to mark trail locations. 

 Kristen VanFleet of the National Park Service made 

the following statements about the Colorado SFTA Sign 

Plan: 

Byways funding: The Bent's Fort Chapter project 
was the only time NTIR has received Byways grant 

funding directly for a national historic trail project. 

Collaboration with Colorado DOT: CDOT was re-
markably easy to work with and willing to compro-

mise with us on various points re: the signage. They 

also put up the signs on the state highways at their 

own expense. 

Persistence of chapter members and organization 

over time: The large number of signs, plus all the 
hands-on work chapter members did in installing the 

signs on local and county roads, required various 

people to stick with this project over the course of 

more than 4 years. Particularly considering all the 

other projects and activities you do as a chapter and 

with national SFTA, this was an impressive time 

commitment. 

Completion of NHT signage across an entire state: 
Out of the 9 national historic trails NTIR works on, 

the Santa Fe Trail in Colorado was the first NHT 

segment to be fully signed across an entire state. It 

may still be the only state completed (Kentucky on 

the Trail of Tears is at least close.) This is a huge 

accomplishment and seems to work as an encourag-

ing example for other places. 

 Our main responsibility now is to maintain the signs.  

We have already replaced several stolen signs and 

signs damaged by gun shots.  We would appreciate 

hearing from you if you see a damaged sign.  Thanks to 

all who worked on the project over the years. ☼ 

—————————————————————————-- 

Looking back on 2016  

The last sign planted on October 28, 2016 

Scout Troop 376 from Commerce City, CO helped  

with the sign planting. 

  Pat Palmer leads January Mtg. 

May:  The Adkins explore the Elkhart, KS Museum 

Mar:  Scouts gather for 

Geocaching 
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Bent’s Fort as Mail Station Along  

the Santa Fe Trail* 

(At this time of year we realize how important mail is 

as we send cards and notes to family and friends over 

the holidays.  It is interesting to look back and see just 

how mail delivery came about in Southeast Colorado. 

Ed.) 

By Alexa Roberts, Bent’s Old Fort Superintendent 

The role of Bent’s Old Fort as a focal point for communi-

cations along the Santa Fe Trail can be roughly charac-

terized in three general periods or types of mail.  The 

first of these is the informal message delivery that came 

sporadically with traders, trappers, hunters and travelers 

along the Santa Fe Trail between the Fort’s establish-

ment in 1833 and its occupation by the United States 

Army at the outset of the war with Mexico in 1846.  

Bent’s Old Fort’s use as a military supply depot in 1846 

necessitated the distribution of military mail to and from 

the Fort by military courier.  This important role contin-

ued even after Bent’s Old Fort’s abandonment in 1849, 

with the construction of Bent's New Fort in 1853 down 

the Arkansas River, and the New Fort’s incorporation 

into Fort Wise in 1860. As an outgrowth of this role as a 

military mail stop, Bent’s Old Fort returned to life as an 

important stage station and mail stop between 1861 and 

the Fort’s second abandonment in 1881. 

 There is not a great deal of specific documentation 

about the informal message delivery to and from Bent’s 

Old Fort during its trading hey-day prior to 1846.  Morris 

Taylor, in his detailed history of the stagecoach lines on 

the Santa Fe Trail says of this pre-1846 period: 

There was no U.S. postal service west of Council 

Grove. South of the Arkansas, the Mexican govern-

ment maintained no service, and the semi-monthly 

mail that operated between Santa Fe and Chihua-

hua, where American interests reached, had be-

come an irregular express service because of Indi-

an hostility. Reliance on wagon trains for transporta-

tion of letters and newspapers between Missouri 

and New Mexico meant a two- to three-month lag, 

depending on such variable factors as weather, 

grass and the moods of the Plains tribes. That plod-

ding communication remained unchanged until the 

outbreak of the war with Mexico in 1846. 

 Despite a scarcity of documentation about mail 

delivery to and from the Fort during its trading days, 

the importance of the Fort as a place to receive commu-

nications along with goods and services is recognized in 

the National Park Service’s living history interpretation 

today.  The presence of mail waiting for pick up or deliv-

ery is suggested in the Fort’s reconstructed Trade 

Room, and visitors are brought into the excitement of 

receiving and reading mail from the states during the 

Fort’s Holiday Celebration.  Needless to say, these are 

very entertaining – albeit fictitious -- moments during the 

Celebration and engage visitors in the excitement of re-

ceiving mail in such a remote post. 

 In 1846, however, the official exchange of mail 

through Bent’s Old Fort became a reality, with the occu-

pation of the Fort by the Army of the West to stage its 

conquest of Santa Fe in the United States’ war with 

Mexico.  To fulfill its needs for communication, the Unit-

ed States established a route for military communication 

between Santa Fe and Fort Leavenworth, making Bent’s 

Old Fort an important link in this early mail route.   

 In what is cited as “the earliest recorded folded letter 

from what is now Colorado and one of the most im-

portant early Colorado items”, E.N. Pomeroy, possibly a 

trader, sent a letter from “near Bent’s Fort”, dated July 

31, 1846.  

 This was the same day that, from Bent’s Fort, Col. 

Stephen Watts Kearney issued his proclamation to the 

people of New Mexico declaring his intention to liberate 

Santa Fe.  The letter, addressed to Mrs. Marian Pome-

roy and Robert 

Aull Esq., of Lex-

ington, Missouri, 

was evidently 

sent eastward 

along the Santa 

Fe Trail, where it 

was postmarked 

at Fort Leaven-

worth, although 

Mr. Pomeroy was 

on his way to 

Santa Fe.  He 

pens, in part: 

We are all well as usual intending to leave for Santa 

Fe in two or three days, the traders are in fine spirits 

from the understanding that we are not to pay any 

duty, and from seaports being blockaded so that 

supplies can’t enter the usual way. We are making 

fine profits in our sales to the Army, the only trouble 

is in procuring goods enough. The mail is about to 

close. The news from Santa Fe is that the place will 

probably surrender without a fight, nothing however 

is known upon which much reliance can be placed.”  

 The letter was sent from Bent’s Fort on July 31, being 

postmarked at Fort Leavenworth September 2, indicat-

ing a month’s delivery time between the two forts.  Be-

tween the time the letter left Bent’s Fort and arrived at 

Fort Leavenworth, Santa Fe had been captured by the 

United States on August 18. Three days later another 

letter was written along the Santa Fe Trail by a member 

of the Doniphan Expedition, not far from Bent’s Fort at a 

camp on Sand Creek.  Again, the letter was carried by  

Letter addressed to Maxine Pomeroy and 

Robert Aull, Lexington MO 
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military courier, back up the Santa Fe Trail, and was in  

the first mail out of the occupied capital of New Mexico.  

It was postmarked in Weston, Missouri about a month 

later.  The letter apparently describes Bent’s Old Fort, 

but, unfortunately, the published version only reproduc-

es the portion detailing a major loss of about 400 horses 

just south of the Fort, and the ensuing chaos in attempt-

ing to capture them.  The subsequent capture of Santa 

Fe, the author notes, is almost an anticlimax to the great 

horse escape: 

“…Another day’s travel brought us to the Bagas 

[Las Vegas], a small town situated between high 

mountains containing about 200 inhabitants. We 

were here informed that the Spaniards had collect-

ed a force of 1500 men to oppose us but they dis-

persed before we reached the place. After passing 

several little towns all of which swore allegiance to 

our government we came to a pass in the mexican 

cadilleras where Armiteho the gov of santafee had 

collected a force of 4 or 5000 men but upon hearing 

of our near approach they dispersed also. The next 

day we took peaceable possession of santefee…” 

 With American governance expanding into Santa 

Fe, on March 3, 1847, the United States Congress au-

thorized the transportation of mail from Independence, 

Missouri, via Bent’s Old Fort, along the Mountain 

Branch of the Santa Fe Trail, which Kearny’s troops had 

used the summer before.  Although the Bent’s Fort or 

Mountain Branch was to be the officially authorized 

route, much of the mail, which was carried by military 

courier and Army-contracted private express, continued 

to travel along the Cimarron Branch.  With William 

Bent’s abandonment of his fort in 1849, there was even 

less reason to use the Mountain Branch, and when the 

first U.S. authorized stagecoach service commenced on 

July 1, 1850, it travelled along the Cimarron Branch, by-

passing the remains of Bent’s Old Fort.  

 The challenges of mail delivery along the Santa Fe 

Trail’s Cimarron Branch during the 1850s were later 

thoroughly chronicled in a well-known account by James 

Brice, a driver for the contractors Hall and Porter.  Brice 

reports that in November of 1859, the Hall and Porter 

company for the first time in its nine years of mail ser-

vice used the Mountain Branch, crossing the Arkansas 

River at the unoccupied remains of Bent’s Old Fort.  

Perhaps ironically, Bent’s Old Fort was still – at least 

indirectly -- partially responsible for the company’s 

change in route.   

 Although William Bent abandoned his “old” fort in 

1849, by 1853 he was at work expanding his operation 

near the Big Timbers about forty miles further down the 

Arkansas River.  Here he resurrected his trading busi-

ness with the Cheyenne and Arapaho and other Plains 

Tribes.  When James Brice carried his mail via the old 

Bent’s Fort or 

Mountain Branch 

of the Santa Fe 

Trail, it was once 

again to go by 

way of William 

Bent’s New Fort. 

Bent’s Old Fort 

gave way to a 

new fort which 

continued the 

trading business’s 

influence along 

the Santa Fe Trail.   

 Some things, though, even Bent’s trading empire 

could not influence. With the discovery of gold in Colora-

do and the great westward movement of gold seekers 

into tribal territory, in combination with a rapidly chang-

ing political and social environment, by 1860 Bent’s New 

Fort was being leased by the U.S. Army as the commis-

sary and quartermaster’s buildings for a planned new 

military fort, Fort Wise.  

 By fall of 1860 Fort Wise was under construction just 

upriver from 

Bent’s New Fort 

and a post of-

fice was estab-

lished. In De-

cember of that 

year Hall and 

Porter sold the 

unexpired term 

of their contract 

to the Missouri 

Stage Company, headed by Preston Roberts, Jr.  Rob-

erts announced in February, 1861, that the U.S. Postal 

Service had approved a route change to serve Fort 

Wise, which became a pivotal point for mail delivery 

both east and west. With this change, the Mountain 

Branch of the Santa Fe Trail came back into official use 

and the Cimarron Cutoff was abandoned for use in mail 

delivery.  Once again, Bent’s Old Fort would play an im-

portant role on the Santa Fe Trail.  

 Soon after its approval to utilize the Mountain 

Branch, (as well as an express branch west along 

the Arkansas to Canyon City and other mining towns) 

the Missouri Stage Company renovated a small portion 

of Bent’s Old Fort to fit their use. Within months, howev-

er, the Company sold its proprietorship to Slemmons, 

Roberts and Company, who operated under the inclu-

sive name of the Kansas City, Santa Fe and Canon City 

Fast Line. Bent’s Old Fort became the division point for 

connections to all points in New Mexico, or to Kansas 

City and all eastern points. When the editor of the  

Sketch of Bent’s New Fort in 1859  

Earliest recorded postmark from Fort Wise 
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Canon City newspaper rode the mail stage back to 

Bent’s Old Fort in July, 1861 for a story on this new com-

munication route, he found an excellent road all the way, 

and arrived in time for a “regular pioneer supper” in the 

three rooms restored for use by the stage line.  Although 

no post office had been established at the Fort, its loca-

tion at the fork of the Santa Fe Trail ensured it an im-

portant place in the rapidly developing transportation and 

communication network. 

 Despite Slemmons, Roberts 

and Company’s efforts to provide 

expanded service, by April of 

1862 the contract for the Santa 

Fe route was awarded to Vickroy 

and Barnum, and the following 

month was transferred again to 

Cottrill, Vickroy and Company. 

The new company was ambitious 

and on September 28, 1862, 

they launched their first direct 

mail coach from Bent’s Old Fort 

via Pueblo to Denver.  Two days later their first south-

bound train departed Denver for Bent’s Old Fort, as it did 

every Tuesday morning at 8:00 a.m. thereafter. From 

Bent’s Old Fort, connections could be made with the 

Kansas City and Santa Fe Mail Line for points south to 

Santa Fe, or with Cottrill and Vickroy stages for points 

east along the Arkansas Valley route to Kansas City.  

 Bent’s Old Fort’s importance as a connection 

point among various lines led to the opening of a post 

office in the still partially-ruined building on June 4, 1863. 

The postmaster was Lewis Barnum, and his wife, Emma, 

who was the great-granddaughter of Daniel Boone. Cot-

trill and Company became the Santa Fe Stage Line in 

January, 1865, and soon included association with J.P. 

Sanderson. The Santa Fe Stage Line continued its ser-

vice into the early months of 1866, apparently satisfacto-

rily to passengers.  One anonymous passenger on the 

line between Denver and Bent’s Old Fort on January 3, 

1866 noted upon arrival at the thick adobe walls and 

remnants of bastions and other defenses that the stage 

company had converted the fort into a “very complete 

and comfortable 

station.”  He re-

ported nothing 

but praise for 

Messenger Ar-

thur Hill who had 

charge of the 

coach from Den-

ver to Bent’s Old 

Fort.  Messenger 

Hill and his “fish 

horn solo” used 

to announce his 

approach to the fort was apparently praised again a cou-

ple of weeks later by another passenger, but evidently 

the praise was not extended to the Santa Fe Stage line’s 

accommodations at Bent’s Old Fort.  

 Regardless of customer opinions about the Santa Fe 

Stage Line, by April 13, 1866 the company was reor-

ganized under the famous Barlow and Sanderson 

names and by 1867 became known as the Southern 

Overland Mail and Express Com-

pany.  In the same year, Bent’s 

Old Fort was purchased by Mssrs. 

Holbrook and Lander as a head-

quarters for their cattle company, 

but it continued to function as an 

important post office and stage 

station for Barlow and Sanderson 

for almost another decade, until 

stage service ceased in 1876.  

According to various and sporadic 

passenger accounts during those 

years, a stop at Bent’s Old Fort 

afforded travelers comfortable accommodations and 

good meals. These accounts should not be surprising, 

considering that Bent’s Old Fort – the Castle on the 

Plains -- had been offering Santa Fe Trail travelers much 

welcome lodging, food, goods and services since 1833, 

when it served as the economic and cultural hub of the 

Santa Fe Trail.  Its second life as a stage station and 

post office may not have been so glamorous, but Bent’s 

Old Fort remained a pivotal influence in the development 

of communications and transportation networks, many of 

which have endured to the present day. 

 Reminders of this important stagecoach era (such as 

the grave stone of Barlow and Sanderson driver Edward 

Dorris who died before reaching the fort in 1865) can still 

be found at Bent’s Old Fort. Today, in its third life as a 

reconstructed living history park, Bent’s Old Fort is still 

welcoming travelers and visitors, much as it has for al-

most one hundred and eighty years. ☼ 

*This presentation was given at the Santa Fe Trail Asso-

ciation Rendezvous in Fort Larned, KS. September, 

2010. 

References: 

Alexander, Thomas J., Missouri: Western Frontier. The 

Story of Mail Communications West of the Mississippi 

River in the 19th Century, Illustrated with Unique Artifacts 

of the Period. A Philatelic Exhibit by Thomas J. Alexan-

der. (Echo Sierra Press. Watsonville, CA.) 2001  

Taylor, Morris, First Mail West: Stagecoach Lines on the 

Santa Fe Trail (University of New Mexico Press) 1971  

The Santa Fe Trail: 1800 Miles in Aggregate. Santa Fe 

Trail Research Site. http:/www.santafetrailresearch.com/

    Barlow & Sanderson Envelope 

Earliest mailing with this style postmark from Fort Lyon 
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The 2016 Santa Fe Trail  

Hall of Fame Inductees 

 The Santa Fe Trail Hall of Fame was established by 

the Santa Fe Trail Association Board of Directors, March 

17, 2007.  Inductees are divided into two classifica-

tions—Historic and Modern—and are recognized for 

their travels of, contribution to, or impact on, the Santa 

Fe Trail.  In addition the Modern Inductees are those 

who have made significant contributions to the preserva-

tion, promotion, protection and educating the public 

about the Santa Fe Trail since the turn of the century. 

 The 2016 Santa Fe Trail Association Hall of Fame in-

ductees named at the 2016 Rendezvous in Larned, KS 

are:   

Historic Inductees:  Cathy Williams, Elizabeth Caro-

line Newcomb and Francisca Lopez Kimball 

Modern Inductees:  David K. Clapsaddle, Gregory M. 
Franzwa, Barbara (Huff) Peirce and Garrett E. “Pete” 

Gaines 

 This year an additional group of women were recog-

nized for their contribution through the DAR in the place-

ment of markers along the Santa Fe Trail:  Emma Hills 

Stanley, Fannie Geiger Thompson, Abzuga “Zu” Adams, 

Almira Sheffield Peckham Cordry, Isabelle Cone Harvey 

and Grace Ruth Meeker 

 Below are the biographies of the Historic Inductees.  

The other biographies will be in future newsletters.  The 

biographies can also be found at  

http://www.santafetrail.org/about-us/hall-of-fame/ 

————————————————— 

Cathy Williams 

(1844-1893) 

Cathy Williams was an Afri-

can-American who served in 

the 38th U.S. Infantry 

(Buffalo Soldiers).  She was 

born a slave at Independ-

ence, MO.  During the Civil 

War, Cathy was assigned to 

a company of the 8th Indi-

ana Volunteer Infantry as a 

cook.  After the war, on No-

vember 15, 1866, she cut her hair, wore men’s clothing, 

and enlisted at St. Louis into Company A, 38th Infantry 

as Private William Cathey.  She is the only documented 

African-American woman to serve in the frontier army. 

 Reportedly, she was tall, looked masculine and easily 

passed as a man.  Soon after her enlistment, Private 

Cathey contracted smallpox which caused continuing 

health issues.  The 38th Infantry moved to Fort Leaven-

worth, and then to Fort Riley.  From there the regiment 

marched over the Santa Fe Trail in 1867.  Some of these 

soldiers were infected with Asiatic cholera. 

 Although Private William Cathey did not develop chol-

era, she continued to have health problems.  She was 

admitted to the post hospital where the surgeon discov-

ered her gender.  Private William Cathey was immedi-

ately discharged from the military for medical reasons, 

October 14, 1868, for health problems but no indication 

of the gender issue. 

 As a private citizen again, Cathy Williams worked as a 

cook at Fort Union on the Santa Fe Trail, then moved to 

Pueblo, CO where she served as a cook, seamstress, 

and nurse.  She moved to Trinidad, CO on the Santa Fe 

Trail.  Her health problems increased and her pension 

claims were denied.  She was listed in 1892 as “indigent” 

by the county.  She probably died the same year, al-

though her date of death remains unknown.  It was a 

tragic end for the first African-American woman to serve 

in the U.S. Army, a woman who had marched over the 

Santa Fe Trail as a soldier.  There are no known photo-

graphs of her but the picture here shows how she may 

have looked. ☼ 

————————————————— 

Elizabeth Caroline Newcomb 

(1825 - ? ) 

Elizabeth Caroline Newcomb was one of the earliest-

known Anglo-American women to travel on the Santa Fe 

Trail.  She was the first-known woman to serve as an 

enlisted soldier on the Trail.  In September 1847, First 

Lieutenant Amandus V. Schnabel of Company D, from 

St. Louis, induced an “abandoned female” named Eliza-

beth Newcomb to disguise herself as a man and join his 

company of the Missouri Battalion of Volunteers (known 

as the Indian Battalion), as a soldier named William (Bill) 

Newcomb.  Her age on the enlistment record is 22, but 

her place of birth and family background are unknown. 

 Newcomb traveled to Fort Leavenworth where she 

was mustered into the battalion on September 18, 1847.  

The volunteers were issued equipment but given no 

basic training for military service before marching along 

the Santa Fe Trail to the site of Fort Mann, near present 

day Dodge City, arriving in early November 1847. 

 Soon after they arrived at Fort Mann, Private New-

comb was ready to quit playing soldier and bed partner 

with Schnabel.  She may have been pregnant, but there 

is no documentation to support that.  Private Newcomb 

joined a wagon train returning to Fort Leavenworth on 

December 1, 1847.  Newcomb’s absence from Fort 

Mann was discovered, she was intercepted and returned 

to Fort Mann, her gender exposed.  She still continued to 

serve as a soldier at Fort Mann for several months be-

fore she was sent to Fort Leavenworth with a wagon 

train. 

 When Elizabeth arrived at Fort Leavenworth on May 

28, 1848, having spent two weeks traveling along the 

Santa Fe Trail, she was discharged from service in mid-

June.  Little is known about Elizabeth during the next few 
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years.  She married John Smith, date unknown, and in 

1853 successfully petitioned for her military pay and 

bounty land warrant for her service. 

 What became of Elizabeth Caroline Newcomb Smith 

remains unknown.  No image of Elizabeth has been lo-

cated. ☼ 

————————————————— 

Francisca Lopez  

Kimball 

(1841-1907) 

Francisca Lopez Kimball was 

born in Mexico.  The untimely 

death of her mother, Maria 

del Carmen Severina Ruiz de 

Esparza, in 1847, was the 

event which changed the 

course of her life. 

   Her father was prominent 

trader/merchant, Spaniard, 

Damaso Lopez.  In 1850, she 

travelled the Santa Fe Tail from Santa Fe to St. Louis, 

MO with her father and her three brothers.  She was en-

rolled in the Academy of the Visitation Convent School at 

age 8. 

 The following are her own words, from her recollec-

tions of her childhood:  “We children found ourselves in a 

covered wagon with an escort of soldiers to protect us 

from the Indians, bound for the United States. We trav-

eled six months through the plains.  The first place I re-

member to have stopped was a town in Missouri called 

Independence.  We visited a friend of my father’s there, 

Mr. Waldo, who had lived some years in Mexico. My fa-

ther left two of my brothers, Melquiades (11) and Fran-

cisco (6 or 7), in Independence at boarding school.  

Then we came to St. Louis.  I was placed in the Visita-

tion Convent, my brother Trinidad (about 14) at the Jesu-

it College, my Father saying to me as he bade me good-

bye, “Francisca, you are to learn everything that the 

Nuns can teach you.  When you have finished your edu-

cation, then I will take you to Spain to see my old home.” 

 After this journey, Francisca never saw her father 

again.  She became a well-educated young woman of 

St. Louis, with connections at the founders of St. Louis 

through her marriage to Benjamin Kimball in 1860. 

 The Santa Fe Trail delivered Francisca to a new life, 

where she was able to obtain a good education, an intro-

duction into St. Louis society and a stable life.  She is an 

example of someone who benefitted greatly from the 

mobility provided by the Santa Fe Trail. ☼ 

 

 

 

Membership Report 

By Kathy Wootten, Member Co-Chairperson 

What a wonderful year we had in 2016.  Our member-
ship is remarkably large and our tours and meetings 
were great fun and educational too. 

 We have a good start for the 2017 year with the fol-
lowing NEW members: 

 Bill Bean      Tim & Annette Roberts 

 Margit Brinke, PhD.   Roberta Seeley 

    & Peter Kraenzle, PhD. Chris Simms 

    (Augsberg, Germany !!) Roger & Leslie Stagner 

 Sandy Dexter      Richard & Elaine Wittman 

 Kurtis Klinghammer               

 We hope each of you will renew your member-
ships for 2017.  And bring your friends along with you to 
our meetings.  Note that on the membership applica-
tion (page 11) we are asking you if you are a member of 
the national Santa Fe Trail Association.  Your member-
ship in the SFTA is vital to the goals of protecting and 
educating people about the trail. 

————————————————— 

We miss our members who have passed 
away this last year.  Each one such a big 
part of our group.  If you know of 
any other members who have passed, 
please let us know. 

 Darlene Coffield  Teresa Kesterson 

 Norm Dorenkamp  Emery Murray (12/31/15) 

 Mary Ann Gilbert   

————————————————————————— 

        More 2016 Events 

 

  Aug: Along the Taos Trappers Trail Jul: Jim Dunham Speaks 

Sep:  Janet Armstead leads honor choir at 2016 Rendezvous 
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Bent’s Fort Chapter Officers and  
Committee Chairpersons 
 
President  
Pat Palmer  
(719) 931-4323  
gpatpalmer@hotmail.com  
 
Vice-President  
LaDonna Hutton  
(719) 469-2906 
LaDonnaHutton@gmail.com  
 
Secretary  
Peggy Jo Dowell 
719-469-9879 
pjd0512@yahoo.com 
 
Treasurer & Budget Committee  
Kathy Wootten  
(719) 688-9016  
bkwootten@bresnan.net 
 
Historian  
Ed Stafford  
(719) 468-2250  
staffordclaralee@gmail.com 
 
Membership Co-Chairpersons 
Kathy Wootten  
(719) 688-9016  
bkwootten@bresnan.net  
 
Jill Manley 
(719) 468-2039 
jjillyman@aol.com 
 
Education  
Chuck Reid 
(719) 989-7500 
 
Trail Preservation  
Kevin Lindahl  
(719) 469-1894  
kc0riy@live.com  
 
Trail Marking  
Charlie Hutton  
(719) 469-2906 
cnhutton@rural-com.com  
 
Publications  
Dotti Russell 
(719)336-2213 
djrussell123@hotmail.com 
 
Hospitality  
Verna Ruddick 
(719) 688-9476  
v.ruddick@hotmail.com 

Upcoming 2017 Events:   

Bent’s Fort Chapter: 
January 14:  Annual Meeting, Las Animas CO 

February 11:  Love to Read Along the Santa Fe Trail, 
Lamar, CO 

March 11:  Geocaching tour 

April 8:  Boggsville Clean-up 

May 12-14:  Weekend Trip from Clayton, NM to  
Ft. Union 

June 10:  McEndree Ranch near Pritchet, CO 

July 8:  Speaker TBA 

August 12:  From Trinidad to Stonewall, CO 

September 28-30:  SFTA Symposium, Olathe, KS 

October 14:  Iron Springs and other historic sites along  
Hwy 350 

November 11:  Education Meeting, speaker TBA 

December 9:  BFC Board 2018 Planning Meeting 

 

SFTA Events: 

September 28-30, 2017:  SFTA Symposium, Olathe, KS 

September 20-22, 2018:  SFTA Rendezvous 2018, 

Larned, KS 

“The Santa Fe Trail Lives On” 

 

Photos:  Unless otherwise noted the pictures are by  

Dotti Russell. 

Pg. 2:  Photos of Amache and John Prowers courtesy of Big Tim-
bers Museum, Lamar, CO 
Pg. 2:  Photo of Chief Lone Bear (One-Eye), NPS photo 

Pg. 3:  Photo by LaDonna Hutton 

Pg. 4:  Photo of sign plantings by Pat Palmer 

Pg. 5:  Photo of envelope, NPS photo 

Pg. 6:  Sketch of Bent’s Old Fort in 1859 by Daniel Jenks, a gold 
seeker from Pawtucket, Rhode Island. This was just before the 
U.S. military took it over as a commissary for Fort Wise.  
View to the southeast. 
Pg. 6   Photo of envelope, NPS photo 
Pg. 7:  Photo of Envelopes, NPS photos     
Pg. 8:  Photo of painting impression of Cathy Williams provided by 

SFTA 

Pg. 9:  Photo of  Francisca Lopez Kimball provided by SFTA 

Pg. 9:  Illustration of flower, Wikipedia public domain, Artist Qian 

Xuan, 13th Century painting 

 

 

Wishing All a Very 

Merry Christmas  
And a  

Happy and Healthy New Year 
 

mailto:pjd0512@yahoo.com
mailto:bkwootten@bresnan.net
mailto:staffordclaralee@
mailto:bkwootten@bresnan.net
mailto:kc0riv@live.com
mailto:cnhutton@rural-com.com
mailto:djrussell123@hotmail.com
mailto:donandkitty@secom.net
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Santa Fe Trail Association 

2017 Membership Application 

The Santa Fe Trail Association (SFTA) is composed of people from all across the nation 

who share a common interest in discovering, exploring, and celebrating this fascinating 

part of southwestern history. The association works in close partnership with the National 

Park Service and local, state, and federal agencies to help preserve and protect the trail. 

When you join, you get… 

 The opportunity to increase your knowledge of the trail by attending national sympo-

siums and other events that offer tours and lectures by experts. 

 The opportunity to network with other people from across the country who share 

your passion for the trail 

 A subscription to Wagon Tracks which is the SFTA’s quarterly journal of news, scholar-

ly articles, book reviews, and other valuable news and the weekly email newsletter. 

 And,  the opportunity to support a nationally-recognized association that is working 

hard to preserve this fascinating part of our American history. 

Name    

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Mailing address   

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Email        Home Phone  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Work Phone       Cell Phone   

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Membership Type (s) You Are Purchasing:        ____BFC Individual $15.00       ____BFC Family $15.00 

(Check All That Apply)         ____Lifetime $500.00    ____Business/Organization $20.00 

Membership Type:    ____New Membership       ____Renewal            Are you an SFTA Member?  ___ Yes   ___ No 

Make Checks Payable to Bent’s Fort Chapter. Mail This Sheet and Check (s) to: 

KATHY WOOTTEN, 409 Willow Valley, Lamar, CO  81052     

(719) 336-7634 / bkwootten@bresnan.net 

 

Name_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address_________________________________________________________________________ 

Email___________________________________________  Phone________________________________ 

Membership Type: ____Youth (18 & Younger) $15.00 ____Individual $35.00 ____Family $40.00 

Make Checks Payable to Santa Fe Trail Association and Mail Checks and this Form to: 

Santa Fe Trail Center / 1349 K-156 Hwy / Larned, Kansas 67550 

BENT’S FORT CHAPTER 

2017 MEMBERSHIP FORM 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bent’s Fort Chapter/SFTA 
c/o Dotti Russell 
PO Box 908 
Lamar, CO  81052 


