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 Ken Weidner to Speak at  

Annual Meeting 

Article and Photograph provided by Ken Weidner 
 (The Annual Meeting of the Bent’s Fort chapter 
will be held on January 9 at the JW Rawlings Herit-
age Center and Museum in Las Animas, CO.  The 
Chapter meeting will begin at 11:00 AM followed 
by a catered lunch (cost $10 per person).  After 
lunch we’ll be treated to a talk by Ken Weidner, a 
farmer and rancher from Copeland, KS.  If you 
plant to have the catered lunch, please RSVP to 
Pat Palmer at gpatpalmer@hotmail.com or call 
719-931-4323 by Tuesday, January  5.—Ed.)  
 When Ken Weidner is not farming, you won't 
find him at the coffee shop as he is usually researching or making reproduc-
tions of Plains Indian artifacts.    
     His interest began in grade school when he first began reading about 
the Fur Trade and various battles of the Indian Wars. His main interest lies 
with the Southern Cheyenne, but also includes the surrounding tribes, both 
friend and foe alike.   
 Ken has taken the hobby from simply reading, to learning how to tan 
hides, make beadwork, silverwork, paint rawhide parfleche and many other 
craft forms.  His specialty is making Indian saddles and horse tack.  Yes, 
although Indians did ride bareback, they also made and used saddles.  By 
learning to actually make items, it helps him learn how they lived their 
life.   Ken and several other of his friends, also set up tipi camps where they 
continue their search for answers.   By wearing the clothing, sleeping on 
buffalo robes, riding Indian style saddles, and eating the foods of the time 
period, they learn more than could ever be learned from a book.    
 These Living History camps, have led Ken to participate in many differ-
ent activities, some of which include mounted battle re-enactments against 
Cavalry, Infantry, Buffalo Hunters, and Crow Indians.  Other scenarios, in-
clude mounted buffalo hunts using bow and arrows, butchering buffalo, 
games, dancing, etc.  This is his favorite method of learning — actually liv-
ing the part.  
 Ken has been asked to help design and equip many museum exhib-
its.  Local museums that have Ken’s work include Grant, Finney, and Scott 
County Historical Societies.   Some of the larger museums for whom he has 
made saddles, include:  Fort Larned National Historic Site; Oklahoma 
State Historical Museum; Gene Autry-Southwest Museum; Little Bighorn 
Battlefield National Monument; and the National Museum of the American 
Indian, the Smithsonian's new Indian museum on the National Mall in 
Washington, DC.      
 His experience with mounted battles, have resulted in being included in 
several films, both documentary and movies.   He worked on the following 
films:  The Postman, Ride With the Devil, Bloody Dawn, and Galileo 
(German Version of Myth Busters).   One of his favorite events was setting 
up three tipis, and riding with his son Tate and three other good friends at 
the 2009 Symphony in the Flint Hills.  
                                                                     Continued on Page 3 — Weidner 
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Chapter Events 

Cedar Cliff 
Ranch and  

Petticrew Stage 

Station  

 Twenty-six mem-
bers traveled through 
time upon entering   
the Cedar Cliff Ranch.  
Stopping first to view 
ruts/swales in the prairie lands, the tour then divided into 
two groups, one group going on to tour the barn and 
house while the other group went to the site of the origi-
nal stage stop location.  The two groups switched tour 
locations after lunch. 
 Much had not changed over the years at the old 
barn, the stage stop guest house and one time resi-
dence of the Petticrews in the late 1800s and beyond. 
The stage stop itself active in the late 1800s, served as 
a mid-day stop for the stage line between Lamar and 

Springfield.  
     The barn, built in 
1894, is in four levels 
— the small, upper 
level held some stor-
age items, the horses 
were kept in the main 
and lower levels, and 
the bottom level 
housed the wagons 
and equipment.  One 
of the unique items 
we saw was an axle 
with a square rod. 

     Over the years the remains of the original stage 
coach stop, named Wayside, have been lost though the 
location with it's three layers can still be seen against the 
embankment.  Not far from this location is a box canyon 
with early Ogam writing and later, names of travelers 
through the 
area carved 
into the 
rocks.  
 Many 
thanks go to 
Charley 
Fowler for 
sharing this 
piece of his-
tory and giv-
ing us the 
opportunity 
to view the unique barn, home, stage stops, and carv-
ings.  Thanks also go to Bill Wootten and Pat Palmer for 
their help in arranging the tour. ☼  

 

Aftermath of Sand Creek Massacre  
Discussed at November Meeting   

 
 The Education meeting of Bent's Fort Chapter was 
held November 14th at the JW Rawlings Heritage Cen-
ter and Museum in Las Animas, CO.  The morning be-
gan with a Chapter meeting presided over by Pat Palm-
er.  After reports on recent Chapter events, it was voted 
to make a Chapter donation of $150 for the "Wreaths 
Across America" program at Fort Lyon.  A potluck fol-
lowed with Sloppy Joe's and plenty of salads and des-
serts to please everyone's palates.  
 After lunch Dr. Paul Schmelzer spoke on "The Atroc-
ity Producing Moment."  He shared the four main causes 
of massacres -- fear, ideology, images, and politics/
institutions -- giving examples over history of various 
events that have led up to war and/or massacres.    
 Following Paul, Rebecca Atkinson talked about the 
aftermath of the Sand Creek Massacre, speaking pri-
marily on the Bent and Prowers families. Some of her 
talk focused on 
Julia and Mary 
Bent (the daugh-
ters of William 
Bent), the atti-
tudes of the two 
girls as they 
were raised, and 
their lives after 
Sand Creek.   
 At the start 
of the Sand 
Creek Massa-
cre, William 
Bent's children, George, Julia and Charles, were in 
Black Kettle's village.  Fortunately they were able to es-
cape during the battle.  Other members of the Bent fami-
ly were held captive by the military during the Massacre. 
The lingering memories of the Massacre stayed with 
these families throughout their lives.    
 Greg Everhart, Archaeologist 
with the Corps of Engineers, told  
about claim #19, which showed 
the location of the acreage given 
to Mary Prowers-Hudnall 
(daughter of Amache Prowers) 
following the Massacre.  The 
marker was found by Don Head-
lee in 2001 while working at the 
John Martin Reservoir.  While the 
actual marker has been moved, 
there is a marker along the "Red 
Shin" Trial at the Reservoir de-
noting the location where the marker was found.  
 Thanks go to Paul, Rebecca and Greg for out-
standing presentations.  And thanks too all, for the 
great food provided for the potluck lunch. ☼   
  

Barn at Cedar Creek Ranch 

Charlie Fowler 

First location of Petticrew Stage Stop 

Rebecca Atkinson and Dr. Paul Schmelzer 

Marker for Claim #19 
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Who was Red Shin?
1 

(Note:  The #19 Claim marker denoting Mary Prowers 
Hudnall’s property was found along the Red Shin Trail at 
John Martin Reservoir.  It is unknown if it was the origi-
nal marking location due to the dam’s construction in the 
late 1930’s.—Ed.) 
 The Big Timbers of the Arkansas were called the 
Tall Timbers by the Cheyenne in early days, but after 
1833 were called the Grove, or the upper end of it, “Red 
Shin’s Standing-ground.”  This name, however, should 
more properly be applied only to a stone knob or point of 
bluff that stood out in the valley at the upper end of the 
grove.  In 1833 a camp of Cheyenne was wintering 
here, and Red Shin and another man in this camp had a 
quarrel over a woman, and Red Shin had rather the bet-
ter of it until the other man called on his brothers for aid 
and they all ran for their arms.  Red Shin then went to 
his lodge and got two flint-lock muskets, one bow, one 
quiver of arrows, two butcher knives, and one toma-
hawk.  Carrying this small arsenal he ran to a stone 
about twenty-five feet high standing out in the open val-
ley, and from the top of this knob he called out in a loud 
voice and challenged his enemies to come and fight.  
Those men quickly made their appearance and ad-
vanced to the attack.  Bull-cannot-rise was one of them.  
He told George Bent years ago that when he and his 
companions started toward the stone knob Red Shin 
began shooting arrows at them.  One arrow went right 
through Bull-cannot-rise’s hair, and the other attackers 
also had very narrow escapes.  The affair did not last 
long, for the attackers soon sought cover, and before 
the fight could be resumed friends of both sides inter-
fered and persuaded the belligerents to arbitrate.  The 
Cheyenne, however, were greatly impressed by Red 
Shins’ warlike demonstration, and they always afterward 
spoke of the place as Red Shin’s Standing-ground. ☼ 

1Connelly, William E., editor, Collections of the Kansas State His-
torical Society, 1919-1922 (Topeka: Kansas  State Printing Plant) 
1923 

————————————————————————————— 
Continued from Page 1 —  Weidner 
 

 In November of 2014, the Tommy Lee Jones movie, 
The Homesman, was released.  Two of Kens' silver bri-
dles and four of his Indian saddles were used in the film-
ing of this movie.     
 Ken has been honored to serve on the Fort Larned 
Old Guard board of directors.  This has been a very re-
warding endeavor, as many worthwhile projects have 
been made possible by his participation.    
 Weidner enjoys Living History events at Fort Larned, 
as well as other historic sites, where he can visit with 
people on a one-on-one basis.  Through the various 
venues, he has had the opportunity to meet many very 

interesting people over the years. ☼  

Looking Ahead to 2016   

 We'll start off the year with the Bent's Fort Chap-
ter Annual Meeting on January 9th at the JW Rawl-
ings Heritage Center and Museum in Las Animas, 
CO.  The Museum is located at 560 Bent Ave at the 

corner of Hwy 50 and 5th St.  The Chapter meeting will 
begin at 11 AM, to include the election of officers for 
2016, followed by a catered lunch (Cost $10).  RSVP 
Pat Palmer at gpatpalmer@hotmail.com or call 719-
931-4323 by Tuesday, January 5, if you plan to have 
the catered lunch.  Ken Weidner will be our featured 
speaker (see article beginning on page 1). 
 In February we'll once more enjoy a panel discus-
sion on books about the Santa Fe Trail and environs.  
 Geocaching will be the theme of the March meet-
ing, and once again we hope to have some scout 
groups join us.  This will also give the Chapter the 
chance to refill the caches.  April will be the annual 
Boggsville clean-up.   
 Our weekend trip this year (May 14-15) will be to 
the Cimarron National Grasslands in Southwest Kan-
sas.  Here we'll locate approximately 20 miles of San-
ta Fe Trail ruts and swales that are open to the public.  
 In June we'll venture to the site of the Caddoa In-
dian Agency near John Martin Reservoir.  A speaker 
is planned for the July meeting.  Traveling the Taos 
Trail in August we'll view historic sites and museums 
in La Veta and the surrounding area. 
 In September it's back to Ft. Larned for the Santa 
Fe Trail Association Rendezvous.  October will find us 
touring the Apishapa Canyon.  The year's events will 
end with a speaker at the annual Education Meeting 
in November. 
 And as the year progresses, keep in mind any fu-
ture tours you'd like to go on or speakers you'd like to 
hear, and give those ideas to the Board for their an-
nual Planning Meeting in December.  
 More details of time, location and event descrip-
tions will be forthcoming in future eblasts. Also, the 
above events are a preliminary outline of upcoming 
events for 2016 and are subject to change. ☼  

————————————————————————— 

Languages of the Trade 

 The Follow is from the brochure “Languages of the 
Trade” produced and reprinted with permission of the 
Bent’s Old Fort National Historic Site.   

 During his stay at Bent’s Old Fort, Lieutenant 
James Abert wrote he spent “several hours in the daily 
study of (the Cheyenne) language” and “found the Eng-
lish alphabet to represent all the sounds they utter …”  
He believed the difficulty in learning the Cheyenne was 
due to “the habit the Indians have of swallowing the last 
syllable of every word, so that many persons would  
                                              Continued on Page 4 — Languages 
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Continued from Page 3 — Languages   

hardly notice … and therefore omit it when attempting to  
speak … and are not understood by the Indians.”  He 
observed the Cheyenne “numerical terms are beautifully 
arranged, each one of the digits[s] [are] expressed by 
the different name, and the tens … by affixing certain 
terminations to the digits.” 
 From Abert’s Cheyenne grammar notes at Bent’s 
Fort, September 5, 1846: 

 nast  one 

 nish  two 

 nah   three 

 knave  four 

 none  five 

 nah-so-to  six 

 ne-so-to  seven 

 nah-no-to  eight 

 so-to  nine 

 mah-to-te  ten 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

—————————————————————————–——— 

Book Review  

Colorado South of the Border 

By Ed Stafford   
 This month, I would like to offer a book for your in-
spection that is 52 years old; yet, it is one of the most 
interesting I have ever read about our corner of the state 
and beyond.  I don't remember when it came to my at-
tention, and for a long time I could not find a copy for 
our home library.  It is titled "Colorado South of the 
Border," and it was researched and written by Ralph 
C. Taylor, who at the time of writing was news director 
for the Pueblo Star-Journal and Pueblo Chieftain.  He 
also wrote a weekly feature that became many of the 
interesting chapters in this book.   
 As the dust jacket says, "For years Ralph C. Taylor 
has been the greatest historian of one of the West's 
most colorful areas, an area historically older than most 
of the West.  It is the area of the Arkansas River basin 
on south to the border of present-day Colorado."  As 

you know, until the close of the Mexican War, the Arkan-
sas River formed the boundary between the United 
States and Old Mexico.  This is not a novel or a chrono-
logical history.  Each one of the 67 chapters in this book 
reveals fascinating events in the chronicle of southeast-
ern Colorado.  Including over 150 pictures, it is a book 
that beckons me again and again. 
 To tell you its contents, I hardly need to do more 
than list some of the items in the Table of Contents.  Its 
principal characters are a Who's Who of the shapers of 
our history.  Charles Autobees is there, and Kit Car-
son.  Uncle Dick Wootton, Tom Tobin, John Prowers 
make their appearance.  "The father of agriculture in the 
Arkansas Valley," George W. Swink, the first New Mexi-
can Congressman and founder 
of La Junta, Miguel Otero, Mar-
shall Bat Masterson, and short 
story writer Damon Runyon, all 
make an appearance.   
 Cattleman Charles Good-
night has his pages.  Lucius 
Quintus Cincinnatus Lamar, a 
former Confederate cavalry 
commander is there -- the town 
in Prowers County bears his 
name. Boggsville in Bent Coun-
ty reminds us of Thomas 
Boggs, an employee at Bent's 
Old Fort, who was also em-
ployed by Albert Gallatin Boone, grandson of Daniel 
Boone.  The town of Boone, near Pueblo, which he 
founded, is named for him. 
 There are many more names, familiar names, and 
their stories, too. You know them, but do you know the 
particulars of their existence?  For instance, there is the 
Santa Fe Trail and the Santa Fe Railroad; the Peni-
tentes; the Purgatoire River Valley; Fort Reynolds near 
Pueblo, named for the first Union commander of im-
portance killed at the battle of Gettysburg, and Fred 
Harvey.  Of course, Chivington and Sand Creek are 
here, as are Greenhorn, Hickok, Zebulon Pike, and the 
Mormons.  The list goes on and on.  
 The obituary the Pueblo Chieftain printed about 
Ralph Taylor on January 30, 1997,  wrote that Taylor 
worked for the Chieftain for 42 years.  The obituary  
noted that he "was probably best-known for his long-
running column and radio feature 'Colorful Colorado,'“ 
which ran for three decades.  "The year he retired, the 
University of Colorado journalism department named 
Taylor the state's leading editor." 
 This 561-page book was published by Sage Books 
of Denver.  It has long been out of print, but personal 
copies probably are available on line or for reading at 
your local library.  There is a wealth of information here 

for the avid or casual Colorado historian. ☼ 

Source: 
Taylor, Ralph C., Colorado South of the Border (1963: Sage 
Books, Denver ) 

Indian Traders (Martin & Gale Knight Chief) and 

merchant at Bent’s Old Fort 2015 Holiday Celebration 
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Part Two 

That Broad and Beckoning Highway: 
The Santa Fe Trail and the Rush for 

Gold in California and Colorado   

By D. Michael L. Olsen 
(The following excerpt is from Chapter member Michael 
Olsen’s on-line book of the same name.  The full book can 
be found at http://www.nps.gov/safe/learn/historyculture/
trailwide.htm#CP_JUMP_748441.  Part Two is an excerpt 
from Henry Powell’s diary.  Part Three will conclude Pow-
ell’s diary.  Funding for this on-line book was provided by 
the National Park Service.— Ed.) 

H. M. T. Powell and The Santa Fe Trail to California  

 Powell left his family in Greenville, Illinois, on April 4, 
1849, but not without qualms.  He wrote, “Parting bitter – 
bitter.”  The trip began inauspiciously: “We traveled on in 
a cold rain storm. . . .”  On April 12th, he and his party, 
the Illinois Company, crossed the Missouri River by ferry 
to St. Charles, Missouri.  There they “held a council in 
the Tent in the evening and appointed to each man his 
peculiar duties,” – including who would “drive [the] big 
waggon,” and the “2 Horse Waggon.”  Some men were 
allotted “all duties pertaining to the Camp,” while others 
were chosen as “train master,” “forage master,” and 
“camp master.”  But almost immediately, as was so often 
the case with these groups, dissatisfaction surfaced.  
Powell groused, as they wended west in Missouri and he 
was sleeping on the cold, wet ground, “All this time Dr. 
Park has made himself perfectly comfortable by taking 
possession, as if it were a matter of course, of my wag-
gon where he and Edmund sleep warm and comfortable.  
I must see to this and have it amended.” (Powell 1-2) 
 As they neared the Missouri-Kansas frontier, Powell 
and his party began to discuss and worry about what 
route to take to California.  This was a choice which eve-
ry emigrant had to make.  On April 24, Powell recorded, 
“A very serious question has been started here: whether 
we go on to St. Joseph and thence by the South Pass to 
California, as we intended at the starting, or to entirely 
change our plans and go by Santa Fe.  We have been 
talking about it all the time.”  They feared that the sheer 
number of livestock, wagons and men headed via the 
Platte River Road and South Pass would deplete forage 
for their teams and “that consequently we may be re-
duced to dreadful privations by their loss.”  They re-
solved to collect more information on the two routes be-
fore making a decision.  (Powell 4-5) 
 Various factors and conversations eventually con-
vinced the men of the Illinois Company to prefer the 
Santa Fe Trail.   Near Glasgow, Missouri, they sought 
out a man named Congreve Jackson, “who was Lieuten-
ant Colonel in Doniphan’s regiment,” who assured them 
that the road to Santa Fe was the one for them – in fact, 
he hinted that he might even accompany them, meeting 
them in Independence.  One question that bothered 
them regarding the Santa Fe Trail was whether they 

could take their oxen and wagons on from Santa Fe via 
“Cooke’s Road” to California, a route blazed by Lieut. 
Philip St. George Cooke and his “Mormon Battalion” in 
1846 during the Mexican-American War.  On May 18th, 
near Lone Elm in eastern Kansas their fears were further 
eased by a Captain Grove, “a Virginian and formerly 
Captain of Volunteers and a Gentlemanly young man,” 
who “has been out as far as the Gila River. . . .   He says 
there is nothing to hinder us going by Cooke’s route to 
California with our Ox Teams.  This is cheering.”  All 
along the route they also met up with New Mexico trad-
ers and freighters who told them of the trail and the con-
ditions they might encounter, as on May 21st: “A number 
of Santa Fe waggons, belonging to a trader of the name 
of Webb, were camped near the running water by the 
Indian’s house.  From some of the teamsters I learned 
the distance from Bull Creek to Black Jack. . . .”  (Powell 
5, 15)   

 Perhaps the greatest hardship and heartache that 
Powell faced on the trail was the death of friends and 
comrades from cholera.  On May 15th he notes, “We 
were all glad to get away from Independence as the 
Cholera rages there fearfully.”  The next two days are 
grievous for him: “16th Started early.  Passed a number 
of Camps and Big Blue about noon, near which were 
three graves of Californians who died of Cholera. . . .   
We hear that the Cholera is raging to a fearful extent 
among the Emigrants beyond the Kansas [River – i.e. on 
the Platte River Road]; how it is on our route I do not 
know.”  And then for him, disaster strikes on the 17th 
when his friend Isaac Carter succumbs: “In the middle of 
the night Carter was taken dangerously sick with the 
Cholera. Dr. Burchard [another member of the party] and 
I attended him all night.  In the morning we moved out of 
camp. . . . When he became dangerously ill we had to 
stop. . . .  I lay down, but woke about 4 o’clock. . . .  I 
arose and walked around a short time and then saw 
Fuller go towards my waggon where Carter was.  He got  

Continued on Page 6 — Powell  

An illustration of the Santa Fe National Historic Trail 
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Continued from Page 5 — Powell 
 

down from there and said Carter was dead.  We went to 
look and found it to be so. . . .  About sunset we confined 
him to his last home.”  Cholera persisted in Powell’s 
company and others they encountered for the next two 
weeks.  On May 18th he observed, “The road today 
seemed like a lengthened Cemetery.  The mounds of 
graves of the Emigrants thrown up at intervals on either 
side of the road and the bones and remains of cattle and 
mules strewn in all directions was but a dismal sight.”  
And ten days later, on May 28th he lamented, “My bed 
clothes have all become grave clothes,” because he had 
given up so many blankets for shrouds.  (Powell 12-15, 
27)   
 Note: Cholera killed indiscriminately and rapidly, often within 
a few hours of the appearance of the major symptoms, violent 
vomiting and diarrhea.  Death came from extreme dehydration. 
There was no known cure at this time. ☼  

Sources: 
Powell had with him a copy of House Executive Document No. 41, Notes 
of a Military Reconnoissance, from Fort Leavenworth, in Missouri, to San 
Diego, in California, including part of the Arkansas, Del Norte, and Gila 
Rivers, by William H. Emory; J W Abert; Philip St. George Cooke; and A. 
R. Johnston; United States  Army; Corps of Topographical Engineers, 
published by Wendell and Van Benthuysen, Printers, at Washington, D.C. 
in 1848.  This volume incorporated reports of Emory and Abert on their trip 
over the Santa Fe Trail with the Army of the West in 1846, Cooke’s de-
scription of his march from Santa Fe to California, and A. R. Johnston’s 
journal [Johnston was in Cooke’s command].  Consequently in this one 
volume, Powell could cover much of the territory he would be crossing 
from Missouri to Arizona.  He refers to it frequently in his journal.  It is 
available full-text online.   

 
Olsen, Michael L., That Broad and Beckoning Highway:  The Santa Fe 
Trail and the Rush for Gold in California and Colorado, National Park Ser-
vice.  The full on-line book is found at:   

http://www.nps.gov/safe/learn/historyculture/trailwide.htm#CP_JUMP_748441 

Powell, H. T. M.  The Santa Fe Trail to California, 1849-1852.  San Fran-
cisco: Book Club of California, 1931.  Edited by Douglas S. Watson.   

Illustration of the Santa Fe National Historic Trail from Public Domain. 

————————————————————————————— 

2015 Santa Fe Trail  
Hall of Fame Inductees 

 The Santa Fe Trail Hall of Fame was established by 
the Santa Fe Trail Association Board of Directors, March 
17, 2007 to recognize those individuals who traveled the 
Santa Fe Trail during its historic period and/or made a 
significant contribution to, or impact on, the Santa Fe 
Trail.  In the year 2015, deceased individuals who have 
been significant in the study and preservation of the his-
toric Santa Fe Trail, or, who have made significant con-
tributions to the preservation, promotion, protection and 
educating the public about the Santa Fe Trail are also 
eligible for induction into the Santa Fe Trail Hall of 
Fame.   
 This year the Santa Fe Trail Hall of Fame nominees 
were inducted into the Hall of Fame at the Three Trails 
Conference in Santa Fe, NM. 
 The 2015 Santa Fe Trail Association Hall of Fame 
inductees are: 
 

~ Historic Inductees ~ 
Mamie Aguirre 

Joseph C. Brown 
Felipe Chavez 
Emily Fisher 

Facundo Melgares 
Archibald Rice 

 

 ~Modern Inductees ~ 
Paul Bentrup 
Grace Collier 

Ralph Hathaway 
Richard Louden 
Harry C. Myers 
Roger Slusher 
Bill Wheatley 

 
 Below are excerpts of the biographies of each of the 
Historic Inductees.  The biographies of the Modern In-
ductees will appear in the next newsletter.  The com-
plete biographies can be found at http://

www.santafetrail.org/about-us/hall-of-fame/. ☼ 

————————————————————— 
Mamie Aguirre (1844-1906) 

 Mary Bernard Aguirre, known as Mamie, was born in 
St. Louis, MO, grew up in Baltimore, MD, moving to 

Westport, MO, at age 14 during 
the Civil War.  In Westport she 
met and married Epifanio Aguir-
re, a prominent Mexican freight-
er.  She traveled with him on 
the Santa Fe Trail through Las 
Cruces, NM to his hacienda in 
northern Mexico.  Epifanio was 
killed in 1870 during an Indian 
ambush in south Arizona, after 
which Mamie returned to Mis-
souri with her three children.  
After five years she returned to 
the southwest, eventually set-
tling in Tucson.  Her heart was 
in Arivaca, a small town near 

Tucson where she and her family ranched, were mer-
chants and where Mamie taught in the village school 
(the school is the oldest school building in the state). 
 She eventually taught at the University of Arizona, 
the first woman professor at the University, becoming 
the head of the Spanish Language Department in 1896.  
In 1983 she was inducted in to the Arizona Women’s 
Hall of Fame. 
 Mamie died May 26, 1906, from injuries in a train 
accident.  Reportedly, her last words, spoken faintly to 
her brother, Noah, at her side were: “I fancy I can hear 
wagons… It’s the freight wagons; they’re loaded and 

ready to leave. I must go with them.” ☼ 

                       Continued on Page 8 — Hall of Fame Inductees 

Mamie Aguirre 

http://www.nps.gov/safe/learn/historyculture/trailwide.htm#CP_JUMP_748441
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Continued from Page 7 — Hall of Fame Inductees 

Joseph C. Brown (1784-1849) 

 On March 3, 1825, a bill was signed authorizing a 
road to be surveyed and marked from Missouri to the 
Mexican Settlement (Santa Fe).  The survey, which  be-
came known as the Sibley Expedition, named for its 
leader, George Sibley, began near Fort Osage, MO on 
July 17, 1825.  Joseph C Brown hired as surveyor on 
the Sibley Expedition of 1825-26, prepared the maps of 
the expedition upon his arrival in Taos.  Brown also pre-
pared the maps and “fieldbook” for the official report of 
the expedition issued in 1827.  Brown’s maps give us 
unparalleled documentation of the Santa Fe Trail as it 
existed in the mid-1820’s.  His survey of the Santa Fe 
Trail appears to have an error of less than 1% which is 
remarkable considering the equipment of the time and 
the conditions present throughout the survey.  Brown 
was also present during negotiations with the Indians at 
Council Grove, and probably assisted with negotiations 
with the Mexicans to assure safe passage to Santa Fe. 
 His other accomplishments include serving as U.S. 
Deputy Surveyor for the General Land Office for over 30 
years.  His surveys include surveying lands associated 
with the Louisiana Purchase and along the Missouri Riv-
er.  He was a veteran of the War of 1812, served as St. 
Louis County Sheriff, was elected to the State Senate 
for two terms and was the St. Louis County Engineer at 
the time of his death.  His unmarked grave was recently 
discovered in Bellefontaine Cemetery in St. Louis and in 
October, 2015 a monument was dedicated marking his 
grave. ☼ 

————————————— 

Felipe Chavez (1834-1906) 

 Don Felipe Chavez, born in 1834, descended from 
one of the most prominent 
families in New Mexico, the 
son of Jose Maria Chavez and 
Manuela Armijo.  He attended 
the Conciliar de Guadajara, 
Mexico, where he distin-
guished himself receiving 
awards for his academic ef-
forts, completing his education 
in 1852.  He returned to New 
Mexico where he joined his 
father in his commercial busi-
ness, taking over after four 
years.  Chavez sold American 
and European manufactures, 
he raised grains and sheep, 
shipped wool and precious 
metals, bought large amounts 
of merchandise, purchased real estate in New York city, 
and acted as a banker, commissioner, wholesaler and 
retailer.  He maintained relationships with merchants in 
the United States and in several countries worldwide.  
He also served as an intermediary between American 

and Mexican wholesalers.  His accounts show that the 
United States quartermaster office was one of the main 
sources of the funds he used to finance large purchases 
of merchandise.  His meticulous record-keeping ensured 
that losses due to carelessness and mistakes were kept 
to a minimum.  He invested capital where he could re-
ceive the highest possible return, yet he appeared to 
have been generous with kin and friends to whom he 
often lent large sums of money. ☼ 

————————————— 

 Emily Fisher  

(1808-1898) 

 Emily was born a slave 
in Kentucky about 1808, 
the daughter of Adam Fish-
er and a slave woman.  
She was joined in a slave 
marriage to Rowan (or 
Robin) Fisher in the 1820s.  
A slave marriage was not 
legal in the South or border 
states. The Adam Fisher 
family (including Emily, Rowan and their children) 
moved to Jackson County, MO in the 1840s, settling on 
the Adam Fisher farm east of Independence, MO. 
 Sometime in the 1840s, not long before his death, 
Adam Fisher freed Emily.  He left her well-situated, giv-
ing her charge of an Independence, MO hotel, which 
served the people going west on the trails, including the 
Santa Fe Trail.  Emily’s hotel had a reputation for excel-
lent service and exceptional cleanliness; this stood in 
marked contrast to other hotels of the day, where unsan-
itary facilities were the norm.  The rest of the family re-
mained in bondage until Missouri issued its own Eman-
cipation Proclamation on January 11, 1865. 
 The hotel business died during the Civil War.   Her 
husband Rowan passed away in the 1870s.  Based on a 
dream she had, Emily began marketing a healing salve 
as a source of income.  Stories of the amazing healing 
powers on cuts, bruises and other injuries and ailments 
were shared by many.  The list of ingredients is un-
known as Emily could not read or write.  Strict laws for-
bade slaves to have such education. ☼ 
                       ————————————— 

Facundo Melgares (1775 — ? ) 

 Facundo Melgares, born in an aristocratic family in 
Spain, received an education and entered the Royal Ar-
my as a Lieutenant.  He came to New Spain in 1803 to 
serve in the frontier army at the Presidio de Carrizol 
south of El Paso.  In 1806 Lt. Melgares was sent to San-
ta Fe, NM, to lead an expedition onto the great Plains to 
meet the Plains Indians and turn back explorers from the 
United States.  He left Santa Fe in June 1806 following 
the Red River, meeting with Comanches, then heading 
north to meet with the Pawnees in Nebraska.  Two 

                        Continued on Page 8 — Hall of Fame Inductees 

Don Felipe Chavez 



Continued from Page 8 — Hall of Fame Inductees 

weeks later his army headed back to Santa Fe, returning 
in October 1806.  Zebulon Montgomery Pike visited the 
same Pawnee village a few weeks later and followed the 

tracks of Melgares’s ar-
my into present Colora-
do.  Pike and 13 soldiers 
were later arrested by 
Spanish troops and were 
taken to Santa Fe and 
Chihuahua.  During the 
two months Pike was 
detained, he was accom-
panied by Lt. Melgares.  
The men became close 
friends and Melgares 
provided Pike with invalu-
able information about 
New Spain, which Pike 
reported in his published 
journals in 1820.  This 
information stimulated 
attempts by U.S. citizens 
to open trade with New 

Mexico, which were not successful until Mexico won in-
dependence from Spain in 1821. When William Beck-
nell, the “father of the Santa Fe Trail,” reached New 
Mexico in November 1821, he was welcomed in Santa 
Fe by New Mexico Governor Facundo Melgares, who 
deserves to be known as the “grandfather of the Santa 
Fe Trail.”  Pike described Melgares, whom he called “our 
friend” as “a man of immense fortune, and generous in 
its disposal, almost in profusion, possessed a liberal ed-
ucation, high sense of honor, and a disposition formed 
for military enterprise.”  Unfortunately, no records have 
been located about Melgares after his term as governor, 
1818-1822. ☼ 

————————————— 

Archibald Rice (1782-1849) 

 Archibald Rice was born in Caswell County, NC in 
1782.   He was an early supplier to the travelers and 
traders down the Santa Fe Trail, initially serving travel-
ers in Howard County, MO in 1826 where the Santa Fe 
Trail began.  He then moved to Jackson County, MO in 
1832, and moving again to Raytown, MO in 1836.   
 In 1838, Matt Field, told of stopping at Farmer Rice’s 
plantation: “… (to) enjoy sweet bacon, fresh eggs, and 
other nutritious and unsophisticated luxuries…”. A later 
diary from traveler Hugh Morgan Price, a member of an 
Ohio Company, wrote in his diary: “April 27, 1849—
Moved out to Mr. Rice’s farm, eight miles from Inde-
pendence.  In laying in our provisions we determined to 
lay in nothing but the real substantials of life...600 lbs. 
flour, 440 lbs. bacon, 227 lbs. crackers, 25 lbs. rice, 20 
lbs. sugar, 18 lbs. coffee, 1 lb. sassafras tea, 85 lbs. salt 
for selves and mules.” 
 Rice died in Jackson County, MO on October 14, 

1849 at the age of 67.  After his death, his son Elihu Cof-
fee Rice became owner of the farm and continued to sell 
provision and supply goods to the growing crowds rush-

ing to California for gold. ☼  

Source:  Excerpts from the Santa Fe Trail Association 2015 
Awards and Hall of Fame Inductions booklet, Three Trails Confer-
ence, Santa Fe NM 
————————————————–———————-——-

Membership Report 
 The year has flown by and the membership of our 
chapter continues strong and active.  We close out the year 
with 152 memberships !  Hopes are high that this awesome 
number will continue for 2016.   Please renew your dues as 
soon as possible.  There are no changes in the cost and 
you will find an application attached to this newsletter that 
we would appreciate your filling out and sending along with 
your  check to me.  And while you're at it, please renew, or 
begin, your membership in the national Santa Fe Trail As-
sociation.  We only exist as a chapter because of the asso-
ciation. 
 We welcome Jill Manley as co-chairman of the mem-
bership committee.  She will be in charge of making a com-
plete membership list with all your information so please 
make sure that the information we have is correct. 

 New members Joining the Chapter for 2016 are : 

Rebecca Atkinson             Paul Schmelzer       
The Fort Restaurant          Charley Fowler 
Sara Kelley                        Jack & Karin Traylor 
Elizabeth West 
  

 Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all as we  

continue down the trail in 2016. ☼ 

Kathy Wootten 

      —————————————. 
 As you consider making year-end donations, you may 
want to consider the Bent's Fort Chapter or the Santa Fe 
Trail Association.  As the SFTA is a 501(c)3 organization, 
gifts are tax-deductible, and you'll be helping to continue 
the mission of the Association to preserve and protect the 
Santa Fe Trail.  Know someone who wants to learn more 
about the Santa Fe Trail and the early years of the south-
west, then you may want to consider a gift membership to 

the Bent’s Fort Chapter or the SFTA. ☼ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And our stockings were hung over the  

chimney with care…. 

Happy Holidays to ALL 

 

Melgares Monument near 
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Bent’s Fort Chapter Officers and  

Committee Chairpersons 

President  
Pat Palmer  
(719) 931-4323  
gpatpalmer@hotmail.com  
 
Vice-President  
LaDonna Hutton  
(719) 469-2906 
LaDonnaHutton@gmail.com  
 
Secretary  
Peggy Jo Dowell 
719-469-9879 
pjd0512@yahoo.com 
 
Treasurer & Budget Committee (interim) 
Kathy Wootten  
(719) 688-9016  
bkwootten@bresnan.net 
 
Historian  
Ed Stafford  
(719) 468-2250  
staffordclaralee@gmail.com 
 
Membership Co-Chairpersons 
Kathy Wootten  
(719) 688-9016  
bkwootten@bresnan.net  
 
Jill Manley 
(719) 468-2029 
jjillyman@aol.com 
 
Education  
Chuck Reid 
(719) 989-7500 
 
Trail Preservation  
Kevin Lindahl  
(719) 469-1894  
kc0riy@live.com  
 
Trail Marking  
Charlie Hutton  
(719) 469-2906 
cnhutton@rural-com.com  
 
Publications  
Dotti Russell 
(719)336-2213 
djrussell123@hotmail.com 
 
Hospitality  
Don & Kitty Overmyer  
(719) 469-2484  
donandkitty@secom.net 

Upcoming 2016 Events:   
Bent’s Fort Chapter: 
January 9:  Bent’s Fort Chapter Annual Meeting, JW Rawl-

ings Heritage Center & Museum, Las Animas, CO 

February 13:  Love to Read Along the Santa Fe Trail, La-

mar Community Building, Lamar, CO 

March 12:  Geocaching 

April 16:  Boggsville Clean-up 

May 14-15:  Overnight trip to Cimarron National Grass-

lands and Elkhart,KS 

June 11: Caddoa Indian Agcy near John Martin Reservoir  

July 9:  Speaker TBA 

August 13:  Taos Trail and LaVeta, CO 

September 22-24:  SFTA Rendezvous,  Ft. Larned, KS 

October 8:  Apishapa Canyon Tour  

November 12:  Education Meeting, Speaker TBA 

December 10:  BFC Board 2017 Planning Meeting  

SFTA Events: 

September 22-24, 2016: SFTA Rendezvous, Larned, KS 

September 28-30, 2017: SFTA Symposium, Olathe, KS 

Other Events, 2016:  

February 18-21:  High Plains Snow Goose Festival,  
Lamar, CO 

March 19:  Frontier Skills Day, Bent’s Old Fort,  
La Junta, CO (call 719-383-5026 to register after January 1) 

June 15-18:  Santa Fe Trail Travelers and Descendants 
Conference, Las Vegas, NM 

August 4-7:  Great Western Cattle Trail Association  
National Convention, Dodge City, KS 

September 16-17:  Voices of the Wind People Pageant, 
Council Grove, KS 

 

“The Santa Fe Trail Lives On” 

 

 
Photos:  Unless otherwise noted the pictures are by Dotti Russell 

Pg. 1 — Mountain Photo from PdPhoto.org (Public Domain) 

Pg. 3 — Claim Marker photo by Karen Downey. 

Pg. 5 — Book cover photo by Susan Crites (Lamar Book Depot) 

Pg. 6 — Santa Fe Trail Illustration from Public Domain 

Pgs. 7-9 — Hall of Fame Inductee photos provided by Ruth  

Friesen 
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mailto:djrussell123@hotmail.com
mailto:donandkitty@secom.net


 10 

 

December 2015 Newsletter                 Bent’s Fort Chapter                                                 Page                                           

 

Santa Fe Trail Association 

2016 Membership Application 

The Santa Fe Trail Association (SFTA) is composed of people from all across the nation 

who share a common interest in discovering, exploring, and celebrating this fascinating 

part of southwestern history. The association works in close partnership with the National 

Park Service and local, state, and federal agencies to help preserve and protect the trail. 

When you join, you get… 

 The opportunity to increase your knowledge of the trail by attending national sympo-

siums and other events that offer tours and lectures by experts. 

 The opportunity to network with other people from across the country who share 

your passion for the trail 

 A subscription to Wagon Tracks which is the SFTA’s quarterly journal of news, scholar-

ly articles, book reviews, and other valuable news and the weekly email newsletter. 

 And,  the opportunity to support a nationally-recognized association that is working 

hard to preserve this fascinating part of our American history. 

Name    

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Mailing address   

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Email        Home Phone  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Work Phone       Cell Phone   

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Membership Type (s) You Are Purchasing:        ____BFC Individual $15.00       ____BFC Family $15.00 

(Check All That Apply)         ____Lifetime $500.00    ____Business/Organization $20.00 

Membership Type:    ____New Membership        ____Renewal          

Make Checks Payable to Bent’s Fort Chapter. Mail This Sheet and Check (s) to: 

KATHY WOOTTEN, 409 Willow Valley, Lamar, CO  81052     

(719) 336-7634 / bkwootten@bresnan.net 

 

Name_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address_________________________________________________________________________ 

Email___________________________________________  Phone________________________________ 

Membership Type: ____Youth (18 & Younger) $15.00 ____Individual $35.00 ____Family $40.00 

Make Checks Payable to Santa Fe Trail Association and Mail Checks and this Form to: 

Ruth Olson-Peters, Treasurer / Santa Fe Trail Center / RR3 / Larned, Kansas 67550 

BENT’S FORT CHAPTER 

2016 MEMBERSHIP FORM 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bent’s Fort Chapter/SFTA 

c/o Dotti Russell 

PO Box 908 

Lamar, CO  81052 

 

 


