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Join the Quivira Chapter as we celebrate Kansas Day!  Jim Gray will pre-

sent “A Bullwhacker’s Life Freighting Supplies over the Plains” at the 

Quivira Chapter meeting on Kansas Day, January 29, 2013.  The meeting 

will be held 7:00pm at the Lyons State Bank Community Room, 104 E. Ave 

North in Lyons, KS.  The program is made possible by the Kansas Humani-

ties Council.   The event is free and open to the public. 

 

Bullwhackers traveled the Kansas frontier over and over again, freighting 

supplies and shaping a profession now enjoyed by today’s long-haul truck 

drivers. Traveling the Santa Fe, California-Oregon, and Smoky Hill Trails, 

commercial and independent bullwhackers walked beside their ox-drawn 

wagons, courting danger with every trip. This presentation examines how 

fortunes could be won or lost and how bullwhackers tested their skills at 

peaceful negotiation as they passed through lands controlled by prairie 

bands of Sioux, Cheyenne, Arapaho, Kiowa, and Comanche peoples. Only 

through tribal blessing were the bullwhackers allowed safe passage.  

Jim Gray is a sixth-generation Kansan who co-

founded the COWBOY (Cockeyed Old West Band 

Of Yahoos) Society to promote and preserve Kan-

sas’s cowboy heritage through the bi-monthly 

newspaper, Kansas Cowboy.  He is the author of 

Desperate Seed:  Ellsworth Kansas on the Violent 

Frontier and writes the newspaper column “The 

Way West.” 
 
“In the popular culture of the Old West most 

‘wagon train’ stories are of immigrants traveling 

west in search of a better life. For some reason the 

commercial freighting operations have been 

largely forgotten.” Gray observed. “I felt that the bullwhacker deserved his 

place in Kansas history.” 

 
“A Bullwhacker’s Life Freighting Supplies over the 

Plains” is part of the Kansas Humanities Council’s The 

Way We Worked Speakers Bureau, featuring presenta-

tions and discussions examining the theme of work and 

working in Kansas and how these stories help define us.   

Membership Information 

Annual Membership in the 

Quivira Chapter:  

Individual or Family: $10 /yr 

Annual Membership in the 

SFTA:  

Individual: $25/yr 

Family: $30 /yr 

 

For more information: 

Call 620-241-8719 or   

Email blkcolle@swbell.net 

Join us on Facebook! 

Quivira Chapter of the Santa Fe 

Trail Association 
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Quivira Chapter Meeting on November 17th Provides 

Clues to Pinpoint the Location of the Stone Corral 

Members and friends of the Quivira Chapter of the Santa Fe Trail Association met at the Windom Senior 

Center on November 17th.    Lunch was enjoyed by the group.  An overwhelming turnout of 52 people filled 

the Senior Center for the meeting and program. 

 

Quivira Chapter President Linda Colle reviewed several items of interest with the group.  The Marker Cot-

tonwood, the well known sentinel of the Trail is no more.  The tree fell earlier this year, succumbing to the 

rigors of weather and insects.  The group discussed plans to examine the tree to try to determine the age. 

 

Thanks to two Boys Scouts Eagle Scout projects, the Quivira Chapter Local Auto Tour project is complete! 

Joseph Jumonville completed his Eagle Scout project in September to install the signs from McPher-

son east to the county line. Joseph's brother, Jaxon Jumonville, also completed his Eagle Scout project 

to replace approximately 14 signs west of McPherson which have been damaged due to road construc-

tion and farming activities as his project.  Both Joseph and Jaxon along with their parents Pam and 

James Jumonville were on hand for the meeting.  The Scouts were recognized for their work by Presi-

dent Linda Colle and each received a patch and pin from the Santa Fe Trail Association.   

  

The Chapter also discussed the new McPherson Kiosk that will be installed at the new McPherson Mu-

seum.  The signs on the Kiosk will direct travelers to the sites east and west of McPherson and tie in 

with the kiosks already in place at Larned and Gardner, where the Oregon Trail split off from the 

Santa Fe Trail.  The Quivira Chapter also has plans underway to install signage at the Great Bend 

Santa Fe Trail park. 

 

Santa Fe Trail Association Manager Joanne VanCoevern was in attendance and provided information about 

the activities of the Santa Fe Trail Association.  The next Symposium will be held in Ulysses, Kansas on 

September 26 - 29, 2013.  The theme for the Symposium is "Surviving the Plains" and many exciting Trail 

related events are planned.  Joanne also presented Quivira Chapter President Linda Colle with the Paul F. 

Bentrup Ambassador Award from the Santa Fe Trail Association.  Linda received the award in recognition 

of her contributions to the preservation, protection and promotion of the Santa Fe Trail and especially for 

service as Chapter President and SFTA programs. 

 

The program for the day featured Brian Stucky, The Trailfinder, who presented the results of his research 

on the Little Arkansas Crossing. including pinpointing the location of the Stone Corral.  Stucky utilizes 

dowsing techniques to locate where trails, buildings and other historic sites were previously located. He pre-

sented slides of actual aerial photos of the Stone Corral and the Santa Fe Trail leading up to the Little Ar-

kansas Crossing with his locations as determined through dowsing and overlaid on the photos of the Trail.  

 

Prior to the meeting, Stucky had flagged locations he had identified at Camp Grierson and the layout of the 

Stone Corral.  After the program, and in spite of the Kansas wind, approximately 30 people followed him out 

to the actual locations where he further described his dowsing activities and showed the results of his work.  

He was able to pinpoint the locations down to the latrines at Camp Grierson.  The Stone Corral appeared to 

sit right on one several of the Trail routes that are located in this area.  There appeared to be two openings 

or gates with one on the east side and one on the west.  Through his dowsing, Stucky was able to confirm 

that the walls were approximately three feet thick, which corresponded with the historical documentation 

available on the Stone Corral.   
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Quivira Chapter Meeting on November 17th, continued 

The Quivira Chapter would like to thank Nadine O'Neill for her help at the Senior Center, Steve Fisher for 

mowing his milo to make it easier for the group to see the Stone Corral layout.  Additional thanks go to Joe 

Swanson for sharing his part of the Santa Fe Trail and Arlyn Lindquist for his help with the tour.  

Quivira Chapter President Linda Colle Re-

ceives the Paul F. Bentrup SFTA Ambassador 

Award from SFTA manager Joanne VanCoev-

ern 

Above:  Steve Fisher discusses the location 

of the Stone Corral with Brian Stucky. 

Left:  Brian Stucky discusses his method 

for locating the Stone Corral 

Quivira Chapter President thanks Boy Scouts Joseph and 

Jaxon Jumonville for their work installing signs. 

Steve Fisher mowed his milo stubble so that the location of 

the Stone Corral could be flagged by Brian Stucky. 

Brian Stucky discusses sites at Camp Grierson 
Group discussion at the Stone Corral site. 
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November 17th Meeting Prompts Additional Dowsing Activities 

On Saturday, December 1st, Brain Stucky met Linda and Britt Colle for some addional dowsing at 

several sites.  The first site was near Windom, Kansas. The Windom website http://www.skyways.org 

/towns/Windom/tour.html) as well as the Windom Centennial Book list the grave site of the first fam-

ily of Windom.  The graves of the George Gubernator family of five who died of diphtheria, are listed 

as a half mile south of Windom, on the west side of the sand road.  Since there are no markings to 

identify the graves, this was the perfect dowsing opportunity.  We started with the 1884 plat map of 

Castle Township, McPherson County Kansas.  The map showed a small dot which appeared to be the 

residence for the family.  This site is near the current intersection of Highway 56 and 1st Avenue.  

Brian began dowsing just north of Highway 56 and west of 1st Avenue.  He identified a small square 

which could be a house or small barn approximately along with a well or outhouse approximately 

halfway between 1st Avenue and the main road (Main Street) into Windom.  Another small square 

was located on the south side of the highway.  These were flagged with red flags that are still visible 

along the highway. 

Next we moved down 1st Avenue approximately 1/2 mile.  This put us at the entrance to the field 

near the hedgerow on the west side of 1st Avenue.  The field belongs to Jim and Mim Nelson, who 

had previously been contacted about our activities.  Brian dowsed around the field entrance and 

eventually located five rectangles.  Two small rectangles appeared to be possible graves of children 

while three larger rectangles were possible graves of adults.  Additional research will be performed 

on this family to determine if this is the correct location and who is buried in the five graves. 

Our final stop near Windom was to locate the original Windom School site, shown on the 1884 map 

on the southeast side of the intersection of Highway 56 and 1st Avenue.  Brian identified the possible 

location of the school, along with possible two squares that we thought could be outhouses (one for 

girls, one for boys?) and possibly the well.  These areas are still identified with yellow flags on Terri 

and Tim Bornholdt’s field.  The Bornholdt’s were contacted to let them know the purpose of the flags. 

From Windom, we moved to near Great Bend and the two Ft. Zarah sites.  Quivira Chapter members 

Bob Button and Bob Parrish met us at the Ft. Zarah Roadside Park.  Brian dowsed around the north 

end of the park, near Walnut Creek (which was dry).  He identified several possible sites for build-

ings and the location where the Santa Fe Trail appeared to come up from the river.  We moved 

around to the north side of the creek.  Brian located a rectangle as a possible building site, and sev-

eral trails which appeared merge from the northeast.  These trails were coming across the field from 

the direction of Ft. Harker. 

We moved over to the other Ft. Zarah site near the Walnut Creek Ranch site.  Bob Button showed 

Brian the mound where the archeological dig had occurred.  From there, we moved to the southwest 

around to the south side of Walnut Creek.  Bob was interested in finding the site where Griffinstein 

had a small trading post.  Brian was able to identify two possible building sites.  While we were near 

the Walnut Creek, three deer ran through the brush, followed by a couple of gunshots.  It was deer 

season, by the way!  We hoped we wouldn’t be shot! 

While we were out in the field, a farmer and his son came up and he knew Bob.  We had a pleasant 

conversation and told him what we were doing .  That concluded our day of dowsing.  On the way 

home, we stopped to deliver some brochures to Carolyn Kern and had a nice personal tour of  Ralph’s 

house and Ralph’s Ruts Retreat.   
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Fort Zarah 
Reprinted from the Kansas State Historical Society website - http://www.kansasmemory.org/item/220128 

[reprinted in original text; bracket words added for clarity] 

 

Description of Fort Zarah written by Carl Julius Adolph Hunnius in 1914. Fort Zarah was an active 

military fort in Great Bend, Kansas, from 1864-1869, and Hunnius had been to the fort while serving 

with Major General Winfield Scott Hancock during the Indian pacification campaign of 1867. Hunnius's 

descriptions of Fort Zarah provide the sizes of the buildings located at the fort, and includes a drawing 

of the fort.  Fort Zarah was the place [where] trains [wanting] to cross the Plains for New Mexico were 

halted until as many had collected to have at least one hundred men. To enforce this there was a garri-

son, changed monthly from Fort Larned, Kansas. The Officer, a Lieutenant, one Hospital Steward, Mr. 

H.B. Kohl, afterward a prominent Druggist at Hays City, Kansas, two cooks, two sergeants, three cor-

porals and seventy-eight men, partly from [the] 3rd and [the] 37th U.S. Infantry. All quarters [were] in 

[the] Fort, but ten, one sergeant, one corporal and eight men, who occupied the “Round-house,” which 

was large enough to hold over thirty persons in a case of an attack by Indians. It was built out of rough 

stones, and had a sheet-iron roof. The“Fort” was adobe, three feet thick, the roof [mud] about two feet. 

The “bunks” were double, two tiers for 4 men on the walls near each loop-hole were two extra rifles, al-

ways loaded. The officers, and steward had each a very small room on the north end of the building. 

During the day-time the sentinel walked on a blank [plank] on the roof as a look-out for Indians. There 

was a small “corral” in which were some five or six cavalry horses for emergency. Very near by was an 

“Indian Trader” where some small supplies, dry, some wet, could be had by soldiers and “bull-whackers. 

Inside the court-walls there was also a small blacksmith shop for necessary repairs required by the 

trains or Stage coaches. Each party had to do its own repairing.-- 

 

A short distance from the bridge across the Walnut Creek one came to the Stage Station, which, also 

adobe, was half dugout and half above ground, loop holes for cross-fire. On its roof an employee of the 

Stage Company was stationed, also an lookout for trouble; and of this there was quite an anxiety during 

June, July and August previous (1867 and during) our visit. Fort Zarah was right on a much travelled 

Indian trail from the Indian Territory & northern hunting grounds, besides there are, about fifteen miles 

south, some salt springs much frequented then by Indians from the North as well as from the Territory. 

Small war and hunting parties, consisting mostly of young “bucks” which had slipped out from the con-

trol of the Tribal chiefs hovered most of the summer time around. 

May 31. Teamsters shot each other, drunken quarrel. 

June 4. Indians attack Stage Station and shooting five [fire?] arrows succeeded in damaging the roof 

pretty badly. 

 

June 7. Four Mexicans and three soldiers were Killed and scalped about two miles south. The train peo-

ple had a running fight from Pawnee Rock to Fort Zarah. 

 

June 16. One soldier exercising a horse was “jumped on” by Indians near the Arkansas River. He tried 

to reach the “Fort” but was chased into the Walnut Creek were the horse got into quick sand and horse 

and rider disappeared before the men in the “Round house” could rescue them. 

June 17. Two Teamsters Killed by Indians. 

June 19. Big fight not far from Stage Station between a Mexican Train and Indians. It was a most excit-

ing attack but only some Indians got hurt. 
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June 21. A night attack expected but it did not come off. 

June 30. One man of Camp K. 37th Infantry got accidentally wounded, had been taken to be an In-

dian. The man had been out to “pull” some Prairie Onions. These onions were about the size of a pea, 

but were very acceptable when [XXXX] is in existence. 

July 3rd. Cholera broke out between the men of 18th Kansas Volunteer Cavalry in camp near Fort 

Larned, Kansas. 

July 8. Ten men of Company II. 3rd U.S. Infantry down with Cholera. During night two Doctors and 

Medicine rushed past Fort Harker (Ellsworth). Report to keep a sharp lookout for Indians who stole 

almost the whole herd of cattle and killed its herder right at Fort Larned. 

July 11. Scouting party brought in and was sent to Fort Dodge, Kansas, three deserters who left dur-

ing scared of Cholera. 

July 14. Ambulance attacked by Indians, between Fort Larned and Zarah. During the fight a woman, 

Mrs. ---- Buckingham was delivered of a child, both died . Her husband Ste. Master Mechanic at Fort 

Larned died the same day of Cholera. 

July 29th The 18th Kansas Volunteer Cavalry horses were stampeded. The herd was chased on Mule 

back and after much trouble caught and chased back to near Fort Larned. 

July 31. A small supply train from Fort Larned to Fort Zarah was attacked by Indians. Two Indians 

killed, one scout soldier wounded and an Indian Pony captured. August, Survey and laying and Mil. 

[XXXX] of Ft. Larned. Also making Plans for permanent houses. 

September 7th. Kiowas and Comanches under Black Kettle and Little Raven passed to go to Fort 

Larned for to receive their annuity. 

Fort Zarah, continued 
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The Quivira Chapter has been notified that the Kern Santa Fe Trail Ruts are now listed  on the Na-

tional Register of Historic Places and the Register of Historic Kansas Places.   The Kern Ruts are 

across the road to the west from Ralph's Ruts.   In addition, the Fry Ruts, owned by Steve and Jodene 

Fisher, have been identified for nomination to the National Register of Historic Places and the Regis-

ter of Historic Kansas Places.  The nomination will be presented at the meeting in Topeka on May 

4th.  The Fry Ruts are located approximately a mile southwest of the Stone Corral Site in Rice 

County.  Additional landowners for the Little Arkansas Crossing, Stone Corral and Swanson Ruts 

have also be contacted for nomination of their property for the National Historic Register.  Camp Gri-

erson/Station Little Arkansas site, including the burial depressions, was listed in 1994 as part of the 

first project to list SFT sites in Kansas.  The Seiker Ruts near Chase have also been identified for 

nomination as well and the landowners have been contacted. 

Listing in the National Register of Historic Places provides recognitions of the area’s historic impor-

tance and assures protective review of federal projects that might adversely affect the character of the 

historic property.   

Kern Ruts Placed on Historic Register, Fry Ruts Nominated  

September 27. Brake Engineer camp and started for Fort Harker, Mr. Patrick Burnes, four mules & 

Ambulance, McCarthy, the six mule Army Wagon, Escort one corporal and eight men of 10th U.S. 

Cavalry (Colored) and as the Chief Engineer Scout M.R Brown, Corps of Engineers U.S.A. and Engi-

neer Alfred Page had left the day before by Stage, both being very sick, Engineers. 

Aso Hunnius had charge of that party. The only survivors are Mr. Patrick Burnes, who was for seven-

teen years a most efficient Fire Marshal of Leaven[worth], Kansas and the narrator. 

In and during 1868 New Fort Zarah was built by civilian labor, and also by soldiers off duty, who 

were Inclined to do so and thereby earning thirty-five cents extra-duty pay. This was paid monthly by 

the Quarter-Master’s Department, and as the regular monthly pay of a private was at that time thir-

teen dollars it was eagerly taken. Matter of course the loaded muskets were always within reach. This 

“new Fort” was located near the “Upper Crossing” of Walnut Creek, and was constructed out of a soft 

sand stone, quarried near by. The blocks were sawed with carpenters hand - saws, it was very easy 

done as the material, being very soft, took shape quickly. This creamy stone, when exposed to the air 

hardened in a remarkable short 

time. The color was whitish cream, 

cream to yellow, and orange to a 

light red. This building received a 

very strong, nearly flat roof, covered 

with heavy metal, and was to be for 

a garrison up to fifty men. Doors 

and shutters were covered with 

heavy tins and loop-holes. A cistern 

inside had been provided. The in-

side was for quarters, Kitchen, 

Store Rooms, etc. The bunks were 

double tiers and each lower or up-

per could accommodate [four] per-

sonal. Such were the plans, but 

some alterations were made by the 

Quartermaster Department. 

Fort Zarah, continued 
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Conestoga At Ralph’s Ruts  

Quivira Chapter members Carolyn and Ed Kern received 

a Christmas present from their children that will further 

enhance the already famous Ralph’s Ruts.  The metal 

image of a conestoga wagon, pulled by oxen is a reversed 

image of the SFTA Auto Tour signs.  The kids worked 

together to make the pattern, cut the pieces, weld it to-

gether and set it up in the pasture.  Carolyn loves this 

Christmas present! 

 

Incidentally, Carolyn and her family have turned her fa-

ther Ralph Hathaway’s house into a retreat called 

Ralph’s Ruts Retreat.  Ralph wanted his property to 

somehow be used in a way that would benefit the historical significance of the Santa Fe Trail.  Ralph 

was an avid reader, researcher, and writer. Over the years he accumulated an extensive library cov-

ering the Santa Fe Trail and many other historical subjects.  Before he died, he gave his blessing to 

the use of his home as a place that people traveling the trail could stay. 

The library has remained intact, and is available for use by guests of 

Ralph’s Ruts Retreat for research or recreation. 

 

The retreat offers a comfortable place for families or groups to stay as 

they travel down the trail. The house sleeps 8 individuals and a stay at 

the retreat allows full access to the entire house, regardless of group size. 

There's even a place for your horses to rest too, for an additional charge.  
 

Ralph's Ruts Retreat is located at:  

 

422 Avenue L, Chase, KS 67524 

For those using GPS, the coordinates are: 

Ralph's Ruts Retreat house: N 38 21.715, W 98 25.255 

Trail Ruts gate: N 38 21.574, W 98 25.482 

 

For more information or reservations, contact  

 Carolyn Kern at 620-257-8155 or email at: ralphsrutsretreat@yahoo.com 

mailto:ralphsrutsretreat@yahoo.com
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Chapter Elections at January 29th Meeting 

The Chapter will hold the 2013 elections at the January 29th meeting.  The 2013 slate of 

officers and board members are: 

 

President     Linda Colle 

Vice Pres./Sec.     Lorna Nelson   

Treasurer    Maurine Hall 

Rice Co. Director #1    Pat Hall 

Rice Co. Director #2    Janel Cook 

McPherson Co Director #1   Britt Colle 

McPherson Co. Director #2   John Martin 

Barton Co. Director #1  Robert Button 

Barton Co Director #2  Robert Yarmer 

Quivira Chapter & Santa Fe Trail Association Application for Membership 
 

Membership in the Quivira Chapter is just $10 per year for indi-
viduals or families.  Membership in the Santa Fe Trail Associa-
tion is $25 per year for individuals and $30 for families.  SFTA 
membership includes a subscription to Wagon Tracks, the SFTA 
Quarterly publication.   Make it easy!  Let the Quivira Chapter 
take care of everything.  Make one payment of $35 for individuals  

Name: 

Address: 

  

City: 

 

State: Zip Code: 

Telephone: 

  

Email: 

Total Amount Submitted 

$ 

Membership Type: (Please Circle one) 

 Individual   Family 

Mail to: Quivira Chapter, SFTA 
c/o Linda Colle, President 
724 Penn Drive 
McPherson, KS 67460 

  

Quivira Chapter Single or Family $10 

  

SFTA Single $25 SFTA Family $30 

For more information call 620-241-8719 or email: blkcolle@swbell.net 



President Linda Colle 

724 Penn Drive 

McPherson, KS 67460 

QUIVIRA CHAPTER,  SFTA 

 

 

 

Next meeting  

 

Celebrate Kansas Day!

Tuesday, January 29th 

 

Program: 7:00pm 

Lyons State Bank  

Community Room  

104 E. Ave North  

Lyons, KS 

 

 

 


