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March 2013 MRO Newsletter 
 

President’s Message……… 
 

MRO is off to a great start for 2013 despite the delay of our February 

Membership/Board meeting which was postponed until March 9 by the major snow 

storms that hit the area. 
           

As stated in my previous report, we are continuing to hold our meetings at significant sites along the Santa Fe Trail.  Our October 31, 

2012 Board meeting was held at the historic Barnes Enclosure (now known as Cave Spring).  Located less than a mile south of the 

Rice-Tremonti Home, the Barnes Enclosure was first settled in 1836 by Jesse Barnes and his family.  Eventually encompassing over 

850 acres, this farm was traversed by the Santa Fe Trail.  Many trail diaries and journals dating between 1846 and 1853 relate either to 

establishing a camp on the Barnes property or, as in the case of Susan Magoffin, of procuring lodging.  In her book, “Down the Santa 

Fe Trail and into Mexico, 1846-1847”, Magoffin wrote of lodging in the home of the Barnes family on June 10, 1846. 
 

Jesse Barnes later leased the property to a Colonel Grant, and Jesse Barnes moved to the farm of his son Sydney, a few miles south 

along the trail, to take care of it while Sydney Barnes was involved as a trader with Santa Fe.  Many other trail diaries and journals 

relate stories of staying at the Grant tavern established in the Barnes house. 
 

The DAR marked the site with a granite monument in 1909, and in 2012 the Raytown Historical Society erected a new historical 

marker at the site of the 30-acre Cave Spring Interpretive Center designating the Barnes Enclosure as a prominent and historic site 

located on the Santa Fe Trail.   I would encourage you to visit this great interpretive site along the Santa Fe Trail. 
 

SFTA is also resubmitting the proposal to the National Park Service for the funding of a new kiosk with interpretive panels at the 

Salem Park location, at the corner of Blue Mills Road and Highway 24 in eastern Independence, MO.  Due to lack of available 

funding, the proposal was not accepted last year but we have high hopes that it will succeed in 2013. 
 

Please find the calendar of events located in this newsletter, mark your calendars and plan to attend the great events we have planned 

thus far for 2013. 
 

I look forward to serving as your president for another year.  Please email or call me with any questions or suggestions to help 

improve or enhance YOUR MRO.      Larry Short, President, MRO 
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LOOKING AHEAD FOR 2013 
 
The Kansas City area continues to outshine many metropolitan regions in the placement of interpretive trail 
markers.  Many, many such markers have been added in the last 10 years.  If one tried to visit all of these 
interpretive sites across the metro, one would need a number of days.   
 
Please join the MRO May 11th bus tour to see four of these newest sites, i.e. the new Red Bridge with 
biographical portraits, the many panels about the Town of Kansas, McCoy Park in Independence, and Strang 
Park in Overland Park.  A special treat will be lunch at the historic Rice-Tremonti House in Raytown. 
      
MRO already has placed two stone posts in Arrow Rock, one on the main street and one at Todd’s Ferry site.  
The downtown one now is located to the west end of the business area near the print shop.  Since that area 
does not receive much foot traffic, MRO Director Rich Lawson will move that stone post farther east.  Please 
come to Arrow Rock on September 14th when MRO will rededicate that marker and then proceed to the 
ferry site for a picnic.   
      
The MRO annual potluck is always scrumptious!  Sandy and Roger Slusher willingly share their nineteenth 
century home.  Everyone who attends each year always is pleased with the hospitality, food, and visiting.  If 
you have not yet attended this annual event, please consider marking this on your calendar now. 
      
Please consider encouraging friends and acquaintances to come to these 2013 events.  Preservation of trail 
history and of the trail itself happens through a vital community of trail enthusiasts. 
 
 
TRAILS MUSEUM INTO THE FUTURE 
By Mary Conrad 
 
For the MRO annual meeting, members met at the National Frontier Trails Museum (NFTM) in Independence 
in early March to hear plans for future expansion of the facility and to hear about the NFTM educational 
programs. 
 
David Aamodt, the NFTM director and curator, showed architectural drawings of plans for both the interior and 
the exterior of the museum and of the grounds.  Right now a consulting firm is concluding a feasibility study.  If 
the consultant determines the plans are realistic goals, then the Museum staff and Friends of NFTM will need 
to begin seeking funding.  The total cost of all additions and renovations would be $13.6 million, of which the 
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City of Independence will contribute a half million.  If all moneys cannot be raised in a reasonable time, the 
planners have divided changes into seven phases, so that contractors could construct changes incrementally.   
 
The NFTM staff hopes the Museum will become a destination for visitors.  They want to see the grounds as 
well as the Museum itself become places of constant activities.  The present parking lot to the west of the 
NFTM would become the location of many additions.  The Pioneer Spring Cabin currently located at Noland 
and Truman roads would be moved to the grounds.  A nineteenth century campsite for wagons would be 
developed.  The spring that drew emigrants and freighters to the current property over 150 years ago was 
buried deeply sometime in the past, but that spring could be recreated on top the ground.  A shelter house for 
picnicking could be placed beside playground equipment that would be attached to a covered wagon-looking 
structure.  Right next to the Museum away from the above activities, a new patio would allow for events to 
move from the interior to the outside when needed.  Further, interpretive signage would be placed in various 
places on the grounds. 
 
The plan is for the parking lot to be moved from the west of the building to the east side so that the NFTM 
entrance could be on the east side.   The current Oregon-California Trails Association (OCTA) headquarters 
that is tucked behind the Museum would be incorporated into the expanded eastern structure.  The OCTA 
headquarters would move to the former mill office building, the white wooden structure on the southwestern 
edge of the current NFTM parking lot.  
 
When the entrance is changed, visitors would enter the second floor of the present facility.  Currently that floor 
is used only for storage due to the lack of an elevator and the presence of only one access point to the outside.  
The addition of an elevator and an eastern entrance would allow use of the second floor.  The gift shop would 
move to the second floor of the current OCTA building, formerly the lab for the flour mill.  The library also would 
move to a second floor location.   
 
On first floor, the current library would become a multi-purpose room.  The exhibits would continue to be on the 
first floor.  The theater space would have visuals focusing on Independence as a trail jumping-off place. 
 
After Aamodt outlined these exciting possibilities, Richard Edwards, the education coordinator and research 
manager, talked about his work with students, teachers, and the public.  Around four thousand students visit 
the Trails Museum each year.  This constitutes one fourth to one third of the NFTM annual visitors.  Each year 
Edwards works with students from many grades, but fourth graders comprise his primary audience since trail 
history fits well with the Missouri fourth grade curriculum.  Fifteen museum educators volunteer to assist 
Edwards with these students.  All these planned activities align with both the state and national curricular 
standards. 
 
The NFTM does have a special relationship with the Independence School District, and that district does fund 
the field trips for all district fourth graders.  Edwards has offered to use the same curricular template with 
Raytown and Blue Springs students. 
 
Edwards also facilitates summer teacher seminars through UMKC, Ottawa University, and Baker University.  
Each seminar can last from two to five days.  Edwards secures funding for these seminars from the Missouri 
Humanities Council and from the NFTM Friends. 
 
Three traveling trunks (Santa Fe Trail, general trail life, and Lewis and Clark Trail) are available to teachers.  
Each trunk is lent about once every six weeks for two weeks at a time. 
 
Edwards promotes still other educational programs including museum educator tours, western film showings, 
walk the swales south of Bingham Waggoner House, and the activity of pack your wagon.  
 
The talks of both Aamodt and Edwards certainly were enlightening.  Those in attendance heard of the current 
regularly scheduled activities and events.  MROers can be excited about the development of the excellent trail 
museum into yet a more inviting facility with even more opportunities.  Of course, an expanded facility would 
create yet further educational opportunities.  
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Copy editor’s note:  I can remember attending a fund raising buffalo dinner before the Trails Museum opened 
23 years ago.  That dinner was held in the location of the current library.  For safety, plastic taping was strung 
to create barriers around the large holes in the floor.  I can contrast that fallen down building to what I now see, 
and I am amazed!  Now plans for the future would develop the facility well beyond its present excellence!  
 
 
PERSON TO KNOW:  DAVID AAMODT 
 
David Aamodt (pronounced Amit) became the National Frontier Trails Museum curator in January of 1999.  
When the longtime NFTM director John Mark Lambertson left, Aamodt became the director in January 2012; 
but he retained the role of curator so he continues to oversee the exhibits and artifact collection. 
 
During Aamodt’s first 13 years at the Trails Museum, he updated and expanded around half of the original 
displays, plus he created 37-plus displays for the exhibit gallery.  During that time, he also digitized all of the 
artifact collections in the museum. 
 
Before Aamodt came to the Trails Museum, he was assistant director of the Shoal Creek Living History 
Museum in Kansas City.  Aamodt earned his BA and MA degrees in history from Brigham Young University 
and Central Missouri State University. 
 
PERSON TO KNOW:  RICHARD EDWARDS 
 
Richard Edwards has been the National Frontier Trails Museum education coordinator for ten years.  At the 
beginning of 2012, the title of research manager also was added to his list of duties, so Edwards now is 
responsible for the library.  This includes assisting researchers as well as tending to the library collection.  The 
digitalization of all archival materials also is on his plate. 
 
Edwards has developed the curricular activities for the four thousand students that use the Trails Museum 
annually.  He continues to create new teacher seminars so that teachers can continue to develop their 
knowledge of trail history and of the context of the nineteenth century.  Edwards trains all of the museum 
educators to assist with activities for students and teachers.  Edwards thinks the term “museum educator” is 
more appropriate than the term “docent” for the responsibilities of any one of the many volunteers, 15 at the 
present. 
 
Before coming to the NFTM, Edwards spent about 20 years as a museum educator at various historic sites, 
including at colonial Williamsburg.  He received a BA in history and English literature at Virginia 
Commonwealth University. 
 
ELECTION AT ANNUAL MEETING 
 
The MRO annual meeting was held at the National Frontier Trails Museum on March 9, 2013.  According to the 
bylaws, officers and directors are elected at the annual meeting.   Each person on the MRO Board of the 
previous year agreed to be on the slate that was unanimously accepted.   
 
The following are the 2013 members of the MRO Board. 
 
        President………….. Larry Short    Vice President …..Mary Conrad 
        Secretary………Anne Mallinson    Treasurer………. John Atkinson 
        Historian………. Sandy Slusher    Director………….. Rich Lawson 
        Director……….…Ross Marshall    Director……………Dick Nelson              
        Director………….Harry Rinacke  
 
The MRO Board of Directors meets several times a year to conduct chapter business and plan programs or 
activities.  MRO members are encouraged to contact any one of the Board with questions, concerns or 
suggestions. 
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MRO SIGN PLAN PROGRESS 
By John Atkinson 
 
The National Historic Santa Fe Trail in Missouri traversed five counties: Howard, Cooper, Saline, Lafayette and 
Jackson.  Early in 2012, appropriate roads in the four counties east of Jackson were driven to determine signs 
and locations needed for the National Park Service-supported plan that shows the driving public where to find 
trail in Missouri.  Data was submitted to the National Park Service for confirmation and to have maps and other 
presentation materials produced. 
 
Because of the large number of signs needed for the entire project in Missouri, the decision was made to limit 
the effort to just Saline and Lafayette counties at this time.  The two-county plan calls for 150 signs to be 
installed. About half the signs will be on state and national highways, such as MO 41 and US 24, with the 
balance on county roads or within the cities of Lexington and Arrow Rock.  One site identification sign will be 
on private property near the site of the Arrow Rock Ferry. 
 
Although most of the signs provide driving directions, seven historic sites are identified.   Lafayette County 
historic sites noted include Burns Swales south of Napoleon, Tabo Creek Crossing east of Lexington and John 
Thomas House in Waverly.  Those in Saline County are the Grand Pass Cemetery, Weinreich Ruts north of 
Marshall, Neff Tavern between Marshall and Arrow Rock and the Arrow Rock Ferry.  
 
Next in the project is the very critical step of bringing the various road agencies into the agreement.  The 
National Park Service is working s with the Missouri Department of Transportation (MODOT) to install signs on 
state and national highways.  MRO will take proposals to the counties and cities.   NPS supplies the signs, but 
installation will be up to the various road agencies. 
  
The total cost of signs needed for Lafayette County is $14,954.83 and for Saline County that figure is 
$12,625.28.  Those costs are covered by the National Park Service.  The expenses for posts, attachment 
hardware and installation labor will be the responsibility of MODOT and the counties and cities.    
 
 
2012 ANNUAL POTLUCK 
 
As usual, Roger and Sandy Slusher hosted the annual MRO potluck dinner, on December 9, 2012.  Fifteen 
attended. 
 
After the eats, President Larry Short conducted a general membership meeting.  The continuing planning for 
signage to mark the trail route in Saline and Lafayette counties was discussed in detail.  John Atkinson had 
prepared a list of stone posts that still need to have plaques of text added.  Members continued to agree the 
Weinreich Ruts near Marshall will need a large sign near the road instead of a plaque on the stone post that is 
located in the pasture.  Chapter members will continue to work on all three marking projects. 
      
The annual holiday dinner certainly provided a pleasant prelude to a business meeting! 
 
 
MRO MEMBERSHIPS 
 
MRO has 47 paid memberships for 2013, about 10 more than last year at the same time.  Only three members 
from 2012 have yet to renew for 2013.   If you are one of the three or were a member in any previous year 
please send your $10 MRO membership ASAP to:   
 

John Atkinson, MRO Treasurer, 4706 Brookwood Ter., St. Joseph, MO  64506.   
 
Do you know of anyone who might be interested in the Santa Fe Trail Association and the Missouri River 
Outfitters?  Please continue to spread the word. 
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DICK NELSON NOMINATED FOR NATIONAL OCTA BOARD 
 
MRO member Dick Nelson has been nominated for the National Board of Directors  of the Oregon and 
California Trails Association (OCTA).   Dick has a long record of service in both SFTA and OCTA and has 
played key roles in OCTA conventions in recent years.   
 
Dick Nelson is both the current and a past president of the Trails Head Chapter of OCTA and also chairs 
OCTA’s Awards Committee. 
 
If you are eligible to vote in OCTA elections, please cast your vote for Dick Nelson as BOD member. 

 
 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS: 
 

 Saturday, May 11, 2013:  SFT Bus Tour of the Kansas City area.  (See flyer page 8)  

 Saturday, Sept. 14, 2013:  Rededication and picnic in Arrow Rock.  (See short article above) 

 Sunday, December  8, 2013:  Annual Potluck Dinner in Lexington, Missouri  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
METRO GREEN AND HISTORIC TRAIL COMMUNITY 
By Mary Conrad 
 
A national association of landscape architects proposed the Kansas City Metro Green project at a meeting in 
1991.  That vision to develop walking and biking trails along waterways and upland corridors remained 
dormant until two major floods of the 1990s forced municipalities, parks departments, counties, and other 
entities to reconsider management of waterways.  In 2001 the Mid America Regional Council (MARC) 
expanded the plan to seven counties.  The Metro Green project continues to be a work in progress as more 
sites and corridors are added to the overall picture.  Eventually all the waterways and corridors with modern 
trails should become connected. 
 
As various entities have planned linear sections of trail, many of those planners also have chosen to enhance 
the walking and biking trails by developing signage, sculptures, and other trappings for placement along the 
trails.  Many of these accouterments happen to be related to historic trails since historic trails often followed 
waterways.  A sampling of sites along the evolving Metro Green shows the weaving of historic trail history into 
interpretations available to passersby on the Metro Green. 

New MRO Members 
 
The Missouri River Outfitters Chapter 
of SFTA welcomes its newest 
members: 
    

 Peggy Yurczak,  

Beavercreek, OH 

 

 Raytown Historical 

Society, Raytown, MO 
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A few years ago land near the Wayne City Landing (or Upper Independence Landing) on the Missouri River 
northwest of downtown Independence expanded from a place with a single trail marker to a pocket park with 
numerous interpretive trail panels, lots of native plants, and a few benches.  A trail from that park to downtown 
Independence remains to be developed.  Nonetheless, another stop along the way of the planned trail was 
dedicated in August of 2012.  Interpretative panels about early Independence, including the historic trails, were 
added to McCoy Park, that is a number of blocks northwest of downtown Independence.  Eventually a hiking 
and biking trail will exist from the Wayne City Landing-marked area to McCoy Park and onto the Independence 
Square that once was the hub of activities for both freighters and emigrants.  A number of interpretive markers 
already are scattered around the Square, and more are planned.   
 
For another sampling of Metro Green development, one can skip south to 85th and Manchester where a deep 
swale runs through a protected property.  Planners have developed enhancements for this unmarked slice of 
trail landscape.  Going farther south, a modern trail user can find plenty of walking and biking trail, sculptures, 
and interpretive markers on the properties of the Hickman Mills High School and of the central office of the 
Hickman Mills District.  Schumacher Park is not far to the southwest.  That park already has native plantings, 
interpretive panels, and modern trails.  Just west and south of the park is the old Bannister Mall land slated for 
re-development. Planners would like to see a pedestrian-bike trail cross the southeastern corner of that 
property in the same trajectory that the Santa Fe, Oregon, and California trails once crossed in that area.  
Modern trails already exist in Marion Park to the southwest, but further improvements, including the 
replacement of historical markings, are slated for the future. 
 
Again skipping south on the historic Santa Fe, Oregon, and California trails, one comes to the new Red Bridge 
with biographical portraits of personages from times past.  This bridge is adjacent to Minor Park where one can 
walk in long deep swales. The Daughters of the American Revolution marker placed about 100 years ago still 
stands in a swale while the modern interpretive panel to the north of the swale area will be replaced.   
 
Not too far to the southwest of Minor Park, a biker or walker can use a developed modern trail that skirts 
around the southern edge of Avila University campus and continues westerly going by the New Santa Fe 
Cemetery before arriving at State Line Road.  Replacements for some of the historical markers at that 
cemetery already are in the planning stages. 
 
Modern trail for bikers and pedestrians, along with historically related accouterments, already have been 
established in the historic trail-time areas of Westport Landing and of the Town of Kansas.  User-friendly trails, 
historical markers, and sculptures also already have been established at numerous nearby locations, including 
Case Park and River Bluff Park on the Missouri side and Kaw Point Park on the Kansas side. 
 
Many Johnson County, Kansas locations already have been developed with modern trails and historical 
markings, and still more are planned.  A few of the already developed Johnson County sites include Sapling 
Grove Park, Strang Park, Mahaffie Farmstead and Heritage Center, Lone Elm Park, and Gardner Junction 
Park. 
 
The sampling of sites from Independence and from Westport Landing to Gardner shows that the vision of the 
Metro Green has spurred a plethora of developments along waterways and upland corridors.  Since the Santa 
Fe, Oregon, and California trails went southwesterly from Independence and from Westport to Gardner, many 
of the historical markers along segments of the Metro Green include info about those historic trails. The 
numbers of historical trail markers in the metro area have increased tremendously in just the last 15 years.  
Historic trail individuals and organizations have found willing partners as many different entities have jumped 
on board to make the Metro Green concept an evolving reality throughout the entire Kansas City metropolitan 
area. 
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The Missouri River Outfitters Chapter of the Santa Fe Trail Association 

invites you to a day seeing our trail sites 
and their new wayside exhibits 

KANSAS CITY TRAILS 

A GUIDED BUS TOUR 

Saturday May 11, 2013 - 8:30 am to 5:00 pm 

--Bus leaves 8:30 am from the parking lot at Main and Truman Rd, Independence, MO 
--Tour, among other things, covers the new trail parks and wayside  
exhibits that were installed last year alone!  

1. Trail Sites on the Independence Route of the Santa Fe-Oregon-California Trail from McCoy Park in 

Independence to the new Red Bridge 

2. Trail Sites from the Town of Kansas on Main St. at the River to Strang Park in Overland Park, KS on 

the Westport Route of the Santa Fe-Oregon-California Trail 

--As we travel, we will discuss: 

· History of the Santa Fe Trail from 1821 and its importance to U.S. commerce 
· History of the first wagon trains on the Oregon Trail and the California Trail, both of which started in 
the KC area. 
· Diary quotes from travelers who used the sites we will visit 
· Biographical information on the famous people that used the trails in our area 
· Lewis and Clark, Quantrill, and the Border War 
 

--A great lunch and tour at the historic 1844 Rice-Tremonti House  
prepared by the Friends. This will be a very special experience! 
--Cost $48 per person – For reservations call: 816-233-3924 
- Send checks to MRO Chapter, % John Atkinson 
4706 Brookwood Terrace 
St. Joseph, MO 64506  
 
--Includes: 

Maps, handout materials Come and join the fun of seeing  

Snacks and drinks the new sites on the trails  

Lunch in the Kansas City area  

Comfortable air conditioned bus 
Guide: Ross Marshall (questions? 913-685-8843) 


