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A Message from your President…………..Larry Short 

           

 
The past few months have provided MRO with a mixed bag of emotions.  With the loss of our SFTA President and 

MRO founder, Roger Slusher, as the low point to the high of achieving success in the approval of the National Park 

Service Local Route Tour by both Lafayette and Saline Counties. 

 

One of our main concerns had been securing the costs of the poles and hardware with which to attach the signs.  

After formal presentations to the Lafayette County and Saline County Commissioners they met and approved the 

National Park Service agreement and we now have the signed agreements in place.  Part of the agreement is that 

the Counties will provide the cost of the installation of the signs including the poles and hardware. 

 
This has been a great team effort over the past few years and with the deadline of utilizing the NPS funds that had 

been budgeted  for the fiscal year ending in September, 2013 it became imperative that we get the project finished.  

I want to take this opportunity to thank John Atkinson for his tireless work with Kristin Van Fleet of NPS in 

developing the digital sign plan utilizing NPS software.  Along with John, Roger Slusher, Dick Nelson, Harry 

Rinacke and myself traveled the routes several times to secure the GPS coordinates for each and every sign from 

Franklin, MO to the Lafayette/Jackson County line.  We can now report that the signs have been ordered and 

should ship in the next 30 to 45 days.  Hopefully with a new budget for fiscal year 2014 from NPS we can complete 

the county sections of Howard and Cooper Counties 

mailto:trailassn@larned.net
http://www.santafetrail.org/
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President’s Report (Con’t) … 

 

While this is a remarkable step forward we are still faced with completing the sign project along the MoDot 

controlled roads.  Currently NPS is working with MoDot, other State Highway departments and the Federal 

Highway Department to establish Historic Trail sign guidelines which will soon go into effect on a nationwide 

basis.  With these guidelines we will be able to complete the Santa Fe National Historic Trail Local Tour Route 

signage across western Missouri as well as Kansas, Colorado and New Mexico. 

 

MRO will continue to move forward with our great team from SFTA and our partnership with the National Park 

Service in the years to come. 

 

I hope to see many of you at the September 14
th

 MRO Membership/Board meeting in Arrow Rock.  Make your 

reservations today. 

 

The Santa Fe National Historic Trail Lives On! 

 

 

Remembering Roger…….. 
 

                                 
      MRO President Larry and Roger           Roger Leading a Tour           Roberta receiving an award from Roger 

 

Following are memories of Roger from several of our MRO and SFTA members who spend years working with him on 

numerous projects and at many events along the Santa Fe National Historic Trail.   

 

Dick Nelson… 

“One of my first memories of Roger was when I was a fairly new member of MRO and it was our first time to attend the 

Christmas potluck dinner at the Slusher home in Lexington. I knew it was a home built in the mid 1800’s but was not 

prepared for the beautiful manner in which it was decorated inside. I was amazed at the interior and Roger gave several of 

us a personal tour of the home describing the furnishings and the history of the house. 

 It was really my first time to be around Roger on a more personal basis and I felt his knowledge of the history of his 

home and the town of Lexington was a special treat and something I will always remember.” 

 

Larry Short… 

“Roberta Bonnewitz, a long time MRO member, invited me to a meeting at the National Trails Center in Independence. 

Roger made sure that I met every other member of MRO and that I felt at home.  When I think back on that first time, I 

now realize that Roberta and Roger were determined from that day to get me more involved with MRO.  Over the years I 

learned to appreciate Roger’s love and knowledge of the Santa Fe National Historic Trail.  We are all better people and 

trail stewards because he passed our way and we will continue the great works he started.  He will be remembered long 

into the future!” 

 

Rich Lawson… 
“Gosh…there are.so many good memories of working with Roger.  What I really want to say is how appreciative I am of 

Roger for his detail and desire to move SFTA forward and his willingness to help others.  There are also special memories 

such as the Christmas dinner with Roger and Sandy.  We’ve lost a real treasure.” 
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Anne Mallinson… 

“For the last twenty-two years, I witnessed Roger share his knowledge and expertise in efforts to protect, preserve, and 

promote the trail and its historical legacy. He was well-known for the tours he led, the programs he researched and 

presented, the positive "can-do" attitude he exhibited toward local and national projects. His gentle wisdom and the way 

he made others feel important encouraged history enthusiasts to accomplish more than they thought they could. His legacy 

lives on in the markings and the projects to which he contributed throughout his lifetime, and especially so during his 

tenure as President of the National Santa Fe Trail Association. He was a great friend with a huge heart--- now he can view 

those swales from above. I imagine him chuckling at our continued efforts to track down exactly where the ruts are on the 

ground so that we can map and mark them accurately.” 

 

John Atkinson… 

“Over the years I enjoyed many tours of Santa Fe Trail sites in Missouri led by Roger Slusher.   What most impressed me 

was Roger’s ability to accurately present a wealth of historical information without a hint of hesitation and, so far as I can 

recall, never an audible pause.   His knowledge of trail and other history was extraordinary and he shared it in so many 

ways.  His impact on the several communities he served will be long-lasting.” 

 

LaDonna Hutton… 

"It was such a pleasure to work with Roger as his Vice President.  He was always such a "bright" and shining leader and 

positive influence in the Santa Fe Trail Association.  I met Roger coincidentally when my husband, Charlie, and I were 

traveling along the trail.  We stopped in the museum in Lexington to get our SFTA passports stamped and he happened to 

be there.  From that point on, it was such a pleasure knowing Roger.  I loved reading his accounts of the SFTA board 

meetings and Symposium/Rendezvous Reports in the MRO newsletter.  Then, when I had the opportunity to actually 

work with him I felt so honored.  He is sorely missed but he leaves a strong legacy for us to follow and strive to attain his 

goals for the Santa Fe Trail Association." 

 

Ross Marshall… 

“The ‘Emperor of Lexington’, which is what I have for all these years called Roger Slusher, was just my way of saying 

there was little about Lexington's history that Roger did not know! It was my privilege to team up with Roger in recent 

years in Washington D.C. during the annual 'Hike the Hill" week in February.  Sponsored by the Partnership for the 

National Trails System, we would spend several days calling on members of Congress and some of the public agencies 

like the National Park Service to tell them what is going on with the Santa Fe National Historic Trail back home and to let 

them know what our needs were.  Roger was very skilled in this effort and it was a joy to be with him.  I will miss being 

with him next year.” 

 

Linda Revello… 

“We had just started working with Roger as Vice President when barely a year later, upon the death of SFTA Manager 

Harry Myers and the change of President Joanne to Manager, Roger suddenly found himself President of SFTA.  I recall 

Roger had significant concerns about now having to know everything about the organization’s operations when he had 

expected to have another year of “training” as Vice President.  He was especially concerned about mastering our complex 

finances but did not hesitate to tackle this responsibility. This trait was evident in other aspects of his presidency as well, 

as I watched him willingly take on numerous tasks that could have been assigned to others.  I enjoyed working with Roger 

at our budget planning meetings here in Larned….although a challenging day, one that was always made “fun” by 

Roger’s ready smile and cheerful nature.  Taking a break for lunch, hearing about their various travels, simply getting to 

know Roger and Sandy as friends, was a highlight of their visits.  It was always a delightful surprise to look up when I’d 

hear visitors come into the Santa Fe Trail Center Museum and see the Slushers, heading west to some SFTA related 

meeting or event, just checking in to say “Hi” and ask how everything was going.” 

 

 

The Santa Fe Trail Lives On!    Roger…you will be missed but never forgotten. 
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                                                 Stone Post Marker Installed at 85
th

 and Manchester 

    
 

 
With the help of the Cave Spring people we were able to get the new stone marker installed at the 85th and 
Manchester swale site this morning (Friday, August 23).  It looks great and we had a surprise visit from Lou 
Austin and John Schumacher to check out our work.  They were extremely pleased to have the site finally 
marked.  A lot of extremely positive and excellent things are happening along the trails here in southwest 
Jackson County Missouri. 
  
This is another accomplishment for MRO and SFTA and one we can be quite proud of.  I am attaching 3 
photos I took. 
  
Thanks to Harry Rinacke for getting the sign attached to the stone marker. 
  
Larry Short 
President, MRO 
 

 

New Santa Fe National Historic Marker Dedication 
New Franklin, MO 

 

Saturday, August 31, 2013 
2:00 PM 

 

The event will take place where the Katy Trail crosses Hwy 5 just south of New Franklin 
 

Program: 
Welcome by the Mayor of New Franklin 

Bob Priddy, Keynote Speaker 
Recognition of donors 

Unveiling of the monument 
 

Reception following at the Hickman House on the University Farm west of New Franklin 
Info at:  http://aes.missouri.edu/harc/research/hickman.stm 

 

 

 

 

http://aes.missouri.edu/harc/research/hickman.stm
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MRO Membership/Board Meeting 
Arrow Rock, MO 

Saturday, September 14, 2013 

10:30 am 
 

Meet at the Arrow Rock Ferry where a tour of the site will be conducted by Rich Lawson beginning at 

11:00 am sharp.  Many improvements to the site have been made and it was recently named to the 

National Register of Historic Places. 

 

Following the tour we will enjoy a great lunch at the J Huston Tavern on Main Street in Arrow Rock 

Lunch includes: Two–piece fried chicken with mashed potatoes and gravy, home-style green beans, 

coleslaw and biscuit plus non-alcoholic drink and fruit cobbler. 

Price: $16 per person 

 

A brief membership meeting will follow the luncheon and afterwards a board meeting 

 

Following the luncheon you can enjoy walking around the town of Arrow Rock or visiting the visitor’s 

center 

 

Reservations are required by Wednesday, September 11 and can be made by emailing Larry Short at 

ldshort@comcast.net or calling at 816-835-4397 or emailing John Atkinson at atkinson@stjoelive.com or 

calling at 816-233-3924 

 

Please mark your calendars and call or email your reservations today for this very special event. 

 

 

 

 
For registration information go to:    www.santafetrail.org/ 

 

 

 

FUTURE EVENT:  December 8, 2013, 2 pm:  Annual Holiday Dinner at Sandy Slusher’s Home in Lexington 
 

mailto:ldshort@comcast.net
mailto:atkinson@stjoelive.com
http://www.santafetrail.org/
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The attached membership forms are for the few who have not yet paid 2013 membership dues. 
Otherwise, pass the forms along to someone who might be interested in joining MRO and SFTA. 

 
====================================================================== 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


