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March 2012 MRO Newsletter 
 

                     

MRO Annual Business Meeting 

 

2:00 p.m.  
 

Sunday, March 25, 2012  
 

National Frontier Trails Museum 
318 W. Pacific 

Independence, MO 
 

Officers and Board Members will be elected and Special Awards will be presented 
 

Program:  “Antoine Robidoux and the Santa Fe Trail” by John Atkinson 
 

The Robidoux Family came from Montreal to St. Louis in 1770 soon after young Auguste Chouteau established 
a fur trading post below the confluence of the Missouri and Mississippi rivers.  In early St. Louis another 

Robidoux generation was born, and in the tradition of the family, six sons entered the fur trade and fanned into 
the frontier where they left the Robidoux name affixed to numerous places in the west.  The oldest son, Joseph 
III, who founded St. Joseph, MO, is perhaps best known but a middle son, Antoine, deserves a larger place in 

history than is usually accorded him.  Atkinson will share some of the results of his research on Antoine 
Robidoux with attention to the use of the Santa Fe Trail to supply trading posts in the Intermountain Corridor 

west of the Continental Divide. 
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LOOKING BEYOND ANNUAL MEETING 
April 14, 2012 

   
The Santa Fe Trail Association (SFTA) and the 
National Park Service (NPS) worked together to 
create interpretive panels about the early Santa Fe 
Trail for installation at Old Franklin.  The panels 
have been delivered, and Mike Dickey of Arrow 
Rock State Historic Site will install them.    
 
At 11:00 a.m. on April 14, 2012, Missouri River 
Outfitters will join the new Boone’s Lick Road 
Association to dedicate the two new markers at 
Old Franklin before all go to New Franklin for 
talks and eats. 
   

The route of the Boone’s Lick Road likely varied 
during its earliest use.  Colonel Nathan Boone, a 
son of Daniel, surveyed the road from St. Charles 
to near Old Franklin, a total of 154 miles.  Before 
1822 the road ran north of the later route.  The 
Boone’s Lick Road was the route used by the 
Boones and others to travel to and from the salt 
licks in central Missouri, which the Boones 
developed into a salt mining operation, to the 
eastern edge of Missouri. 
  
The historic Boone’s Lick Road runs from close to 
St. Louis westward to the middle of Missouri, 
northwest of Columbia.  When the Santa Fe Trail 
developed in Missouri, that new road to the 
Southwest began about where the Boone’s Lick 
Road ended.  When Highway 40 across Missouri 
was constructed in 1925, the route of that highway 
basically paralleled the old Boone’s Lick route.  A 
few decades later planners of Interstate 70 also 
selected a route which parallels both the nineteenth 
century route and the 1925 highway. 
 
The new Boone’s Lick Road Association hopes to 
see the establishment of the nineteenth century 
road as a National Historic Trail.  MROer Roger 
Slusher has assisted Boone’s Lick members in the 
scouting of towns from St. Charles to New Franklin 
to determine what resources would be likely sites or 
buildings that could be used to promote information 
about the Boone’s Lick Road. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JOHN MARK LAMBERTSON RETIRED 

By Mary Conrad 
 
The Kansas City trail community will miss a regular 
go-to close-by resource!   John Mark Lambertson, 
the longtime director of the National Frontier Trails 
Museum in Independence, Missouri, retired after 
nearly 19 years at the Museum.  Lambertson 
worked in the Musuem for about six months before 
he assumed directorship. 
 
The January 2, 2012 issue of The [Independence] 
Examiner published news of Lambertson’s 
retirement. Lambertson joined the staff of the 
Museum only a couple of years after the 
Independence facility opened.  Thus the longtime 
director has been the guiding light for the continued 
development of what was first called the National 
Frontier Trail Center. 
 
While Lambertson first started working in the 
library, as director he continued to pursue 
resources for the library and the archives.  Both 
have expanded tremendously during the last 19 
years.  With the addition of many artifacts, the 
Museum staff could expand permanent exhibits and 
at times change exhibits. 
     
The Trails Museum began as an interpretation of 
the Oregon, California, and Santa Fe trails.  
Lambertson sought to acquire other National Park 
Service certifications for interpretation.  This is why 
the Independence facility also has a Lewis and 
Clark area and a Mormon Trail exhibit.  With the 
addition of exhibits, the permanent areas of 
exhibition doubled over the years. 
 
Since railroads caused the demise of many trails, 
Lambertson willingly embraced the placement of a 
depot on the grounds of the Frontier Trails 
Museum. 
 
In January of 1999, the director of the Museum was 
walking in nearby areas to consider how the 
surrounding land could be incorporated into one 
experience.  Lambertson hit upon a gold mine for 
the Museum!  When south of the Bingham-
Waggoner House, he realized that he saw the 
likelihood of preserved trail swales within a block of 
the National Frontier Trail Museum.  Lamberston 
realized that museum visitors would be able to take 
a short walk to see trail remnants once a walking 
trail and interpretative markers would be 
developed. 
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At Lambertson’s retirement reception on January 
26, I said to John Mark that not many researchers 
also are excellent managers and good promoters of 
a trail museum.  Lambertson was all three. 
   
The Oregon-California Trail Association did 
recognize Lambertson with a Distinguished Service 
Award in 2000, and that was before John Mark 
executed many other trail accomplishments both at 
the Musuem and elsewhere.  Many tapped the trail 
historian for consults regarding the development of 
books and documentaries. 
 
Shortly after retirement, Lambertson moved to 
Colorado.  He plans to continue his travels,  
genealogical research, the study of tombstones, 
and hobbies, including skiing. 
 
Lambertson will be missed by the trail community in 
the Kansas City area and beyond! 
 
 
SIGNING THE SANTA FE TRAIL 

By John Atkinson 
 
Several years ago the National Park Service and 
the Santa Fe Trail Association embarked on an 
ambitious project of signing the National Historic 
Santa Fe Trail using a family of signs that will have 
a consistent appearance along the entire length of 
the trail.   Chapters have been and are being 
encouraged to develop Sign Plans that identify 
where and how to make the trail and trail sites 

visible for all to see and experience. 
   

                  
 
At the February 26, 2012 meeting of the MRO 
Board, the decision was made to pursue the road 
signing project for the counties of Howard, Cooper, 
Saline and Lafayette in Missouri.  The stated 
purpose is to:  “Guide the public along roads that 
approximate and intersect the original NHSFT in 

the above named counties.”   Pending approval of 
the various road jurisdictions (and adequate 
funding), signs with appropriate arrows will identify 
the “Local Tour Route”, where there is a trail 
“Crossing”, where the road is on the “Original 
Route” and where there is a notable “Historic Site”. 
 
Early steps in the process have already begun.  On 
February 8, MROers Larry Short, Dick Nelson, 
Harry Rinache, Roger Slusher and John Atkinson 
traveled the trail in Lafayette and Saline Counties 
identifying the coordinates and type of sign needed 
at each of about 150 locations.  Plans are in place 
to complete that phase of the project on March 14.  
The next step is to prepare a Sign Plan using 
Google Earth’s map specific kmz files.  Steve Burns 
and the staff of the NPS National Trails 
Intermountain Region (NTIR) will provide advice 
and assistance throughout the process. 
  
Several SFTA chapters have already completed 
sign projects.  The trailblazer chapter was the 
Cottonwood Crossing chapter that placed signs 
identifying the trail through Marion County in 
Kansas.  Smaller projects have been completed at 
Point of Rocks Ranch in New Mexico, at Hertzstein 
Museum in Clayton, NM, and “Original Route” signs 
along US 64 near Cimarron NM. 
 
Chapters that have projects in progress include 
Bent’s Fort Chapter signing four counties in 
Colorado, Wagon Bed Springs chapter with the 
signing of Grant county complete and awaiting 
approval for two more counties, and the Heart of 
the Flint Hills chapter that is refurbishing 10 
interpretive exhibit panels.  Still in the proposal 
stage along with MRO are the Douglas County 
chapter and the Dodge City/Fort Dodge/Cimarron 
chapter.   There are also other projects in the 
proposal stage such as in Pawnee County, KS, for 
directional signage from Fort Larned NHS to the 
detached rut site, a Local Tour in Council Grove, 
KS, and US 56 Highway signs for Gardner Junction 
in Johnson County, KS. 
 
In 2011 a Sign Plan Task Force consisting of 
Preservation Officer Dick Nelson, Larry Short and 
John Atkinson was appointed.  In May of 2011, 
Nelson and Atkinson were given a tour by Steve 
Schmidt, Cottonwood Crossing Chapter President, 
of the Marion County project.  The magnitude of the 
signing effort became quite apparent at that time.  
For the Missouri River Outfitters Chapter of SFTA, 

the NHT Road Signing is perhaps the most 

ambitious project ever undertaken even rivaling the 
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signing of the three trails through Johnson County, 
KS, by the Kansas City Area Historic Trails 
Association.   
 
MRO is just beginning down a long road but one 
that, when completed, will most certainly be 
appreciated by all who are interested in the 
National Historic Santa Fe Trail. 

 
 

BURNT TIMBERS RECENTLY PUBLISHED  
 

Anne Mallinson, MRO Secretary, recently 
finished another book.  Her historical novel 
BURNT TIMBERS contains as a backdrop 
some of the stories she heard growing up north 
of Independence.  Family tales include the 
experiences of her Great-Grandfather 
Abraham who rode with the 6th Kansas Calvary 
and the time that a man named Charlie Hart 
stole food from Abe’s mother.  Only later did 
many realize that Charlie Hart was William 
Quantrill.  For male members of the family, 
there were nights when a cornfield was the 
safest refuge. 
  
Anne’s objective in writing the novel was to 
show how families with divided loyalties 
interacted with one another during the turmoil.  
The backdrop includes the 1852 explosion of 
the steamboat Saluda in Lexington, gold found 
by a Santa Fe Trail trader, and the dangers of 
border warfare.  Anne said, “Weaving fact with 
fancy helped BURNT TIMBERS evolve.  
Finding primary source documentation, 
reenacting, and years of tending stock gave 
me a unique perspective from which to create 
characters and develop a plausible plot line.” 
  
Anne’s long interest in history helped bring the 
novel to life.  She now lives in Columbus, MO, 
on a farm rich with Civil War history.  Her land 
in Johnson County harbored the same men 
who harassed Union families in Jackson 
County.  The story of the burning of Columbus 
is included in BURNT TIMBERS. 
  
Anne Mallinson has stayed busy since retiring 
from a career in education.  She is currently 
employed part time as a tutor for a Hispanic 
student in one of the local high schools.  In 

addition to her interest in riding horseback and 
promoting historic trails, she has written plays 
centering on local events in Warrensburg, MO.  
Anne does lectures on historic themes, plays 
music at Civil War and other events, and 
participates in reenactments where she 
portrays either a musician or a woman who 
disguised herself as a man to enlist as a 
drummer in the 21st Missouri Infantry.  Anne is 
a charter member of MRO, SFTA and the 
Oregon and California Trails Association. 
 
BURNT TIMBERS was published by Burnt 
District Press and is available at the NFTM Gift 
Shop and other locations. 
 
 
 
DATES TO REMEMBER: 
 

 Sunday, March 25, 2012, MRO Annual 
Membership Meeting, NFTM, 2:00 p.m. 
 

 Saturday, April 14, 2012, Dedication of 
Interpretive Signs at Old Franklin, MO, 
11:00 a.m.  Bring a covered dish. 
 

 Friday & Saturday, April 20-21, 2012, 
Spring Meeting, SFTA Board of 
Directors, Ulysses, KS 
 

 
 
 
HAVE YOU RENEWED YOUR MEMBERSHIP 
FOR 2012? 
 

If you have not already done so, please renew your 
membership for 2012. Membership forms for both 
MRO and SFTA are included in this issue.   
 
Send the national dues to: 

SFTA Headquarters 
1349 K-156 Hwy 
Larned, KS  67550 
 

Send MRO dues to:   
John Atkinson,  
4706 Brookwood Terrace,  
St. Joseph, MO  64506. 
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Plan now to attend MRO’s  

Annual Meeting 

 

2:00 pm, Sunday  

March 25, 2012 
 

 

National Frontier Trails Museum 

318 W. Pacific 

Independence, MO  
 

 

 

 

 

 

MRO Newsletter  

4706 Brookwood Terrace 

St. Joseph, MO 64506 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      

        

 

 

 


