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   2015 Officers & Board Members: 

     President—Larry Short 

Vice President—Mary Conrad 

Treasurer—John Atkinson 

Secretary—Anne Mallinson 

Historian—Sandy Slusher 

Richard Lawson 

Dick Nelson

Ross Marshall 

Harry Rinacke 

  Contact Information: 

   MRO President 

   Larry Short 

   3930 S. Jackson Dr #106 

   Independence, MO 64057 

   Home 816.912.1598 

   Cell 816.835.4397 

   Email:  ldshort@comcast.net 

    

   National Frontier Trails Museum 

   318 W. Pacific 

   Independence, MO 64050 

   Phone: 816.325.7575 

SUMMERSUMMERSUMMER   

NEWSLETTER 2015NEWSLETTER 2015NEWSLETTER 2015   

  Santa Fe Trail Association 

   Santa Fe Trail Center 

   1349 K-156  Hwy 

   Larned, KS  67550 

   Phone: 620.285.2054 

   Email: trailassn@larned.net 

   SFTA Website: www.santafetrail.org 

 

Joint Meeting 

MRO, Trails Head Chapter  and KCAHTA 

Saturday, August 29, 2015 
10 am to 12 noon 

Trailside Center 

9901 Holmes Rd 
Kansas City, MO 64131 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All members and the public are invited to attend an updat-

ed PowerPoint presentation on the 3-Trails Corridor Part-

nership and the development of a comprehensive plan 

with NPS and MARC for the implementation of a pedestri-

an multi-use trail following in close proximity of the Santa 

Fe, Oregon & California National Historic Trails from the 

Upper Independence/Wayne City Landing on the Missouri 

River to Gardner Junction Kansas. 
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  Powder Mill Bridge Construction 

Moves Forward! 

Construction of the Powder Mill Bridge spanning I-435 

along the north side of Bannister Road has begun anew 

with the hiring of a new contractor, LG Barcus & Sons.  

This MoDot funded bridge is one of the largest trails pro-

jects along the entire length of the  multi-use trails being 

constructed along the Santa Fe, Oregon & California Na-

tional Historic Trail.   

Long time  trail advocate and community leader, Lou 

Austin, has been the primary force in securing both the 

construction of this bridge as well as the adjoining pe-

destrian trail segments in the 6th District of Kansas City, 

MO.  The new 3-Trails Corridor Partnership was modeled 

after his 3-Trails CID for the 6th District of Kansas City, 

MO.  Once completed, the pedestrian trails will allow the 

trail enthusiast to join the trails at the Upper Independ-

ence/Wayne City Landing in Sugar Creek and follow in 

close proximity the original Santa Fe, Oregon & Califor-

nia National Historic Trails the entire 40 mile corridor 

ending in Gardner, KS. 

Powder Mill Bridge Construction 

Photo courtesy of Lou Austin 

 
Festival of the Trails  
Gardner, KS 

The annual Festival of the Trails community event was held in 

Gardner on Saturday, June 4th.  Dick Nelson, John and Barb 

Atkinson and Larry Short represented MRO at the event and 

manned our display at the Gardner Historical Museum.   

While the rains kept the crowds down we were still able to 

share our story with those in attendance.  Gardner, KS will be 

an integral part of our 3-Trails Corridor Partnership as we 

move forward with a comprehensive plan to mark the entire 

length with a new multi-use trail. 
Photo by Joanne VanCoevern 

Powder Mill Bridge Construction 

Photo courtesy of Lou Austin 

Powder Mill Bridge Construction 

Photo courtesy of Lou Austin 
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  UPCOMING EVENTS 

August 29, 2015  Joint Meeting w/ MRO, Trails Head & KCAHTA 

September 11-12, 2015, Marshall, MO Santa Fe Trails & Heritage Day 

September 17-20, 2015, SFTA Symposium, Santa Fe, NM 

September 22-24, 2016, SFTA Rendezvous, Larned, KS 

September 28-30, 2017, SFTA Symposium, Olathe, KS 

 

 

 

Join us on  Facebook 

Thanks to all of our members for 

your continued support of MRO 

and SFTA.  We are  seeking new 

members to join us. 

Take time to share these newslet-

ters with others who might be in-

terested in the Trails and its 

preservation. Ask them to join 

MRO. 

Visit our SFTA web site at: 

www.santafetrail.org to learn 

more about the organization and 

the 13 local chapters that make 

up the Santa Fe Trail Association. 

Our members are  important to  

us and we enjoy hearing from you.  

Please contact us at any of the 

listed addresses shown in the 

newsletter.   

We look forward to hearing  your 

suggestions, advise or just gen-

eral comments on what you want 

to see and hear from MRO. 



4 

Joint Bus Tour by MRO/Trails Head 

Chapter of OCTA……. 

On Tuesday, May 11, 2015 the members and friends of 

the Missouri River Outfitters Chapter of the Santa Fe 

Trail Association, the Trails Head Chapter of the Oregon 

and California Trails Association  and KCAHTA enjoyed a 

day long bus tour along  the beginning segments of the  

Santa Fe National Historic Trail from its beginning point 

in Franklin, MO and ending at the Archibald Rice Home 

in Raytown, MO.  The tour was led by Ross Marshall and 

Larry Short. 

The main intent of this tour was to familiarize our mem-

bers with the numerous new local tour route and historic 

site signs that were now in place  providing the trail trav-

eler with easy sign to sign directions along the trail.   

 

 

 

 

Our first stop was at the site of nine signs in close prox-

imity to the original site of Franklin, MO.  Newly installed 

interpretive panels tell the story of the Santa Fe Trail and 

the Boone’s Lick Road which came in from St. Charles 

and joined the Santa Fe at Franklin.  Other signs at the 

location are the DAR Santa Fe Trail monument, the MRO 

stone marker, interpretive panels on the Lewis & Clark 

Trail as well as other signs commemorating Boonville 

which  lies just across the river.  These signs are located 

on the KATY Trail. 

A leisurely box lunch was enjoyed at the Arrow Rock 

State Park followed by a drive thru historic Arrow Rock, 

MO before proceeding west along the Trail. 

The tour proceeded north on MO Highway 41 before 

heading west along County Road 275 following a course 

in close proximity to the original trail.  A stop was made 

at the Weinreich Ruts and we were joined by Eddie 

Weinreich the son of the original owner and now the cur-

rent owner of the ruts.  Proceeding on west along the 

county gravel roads we followed the newly marked trails 

until they joined MO Hwy 65 at Malta Bend.  At Waverly 

the tour took us along MO Hwy 24 where we again trav-

eled a county road which followed a 3.5 mile segment of 

the Trail before again joining Hwy 24. 

Throughout the tour Ross related information about trav-

elers down the trails and local events that were occur-

ring during the time era of the Santa Fe Trail. 

  

                                      Continued on page 5………... 

Photo courtesy of Gary Hicks 

Lunch at Arrow Rock State Park 

Photo courtesy of Gary Hicks 

Franklin, MO Interpretive panels 

Photo by Larry Short 
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Continued from page 4…. 

The tour made a brief stop at Historic Lexington prior to 

heading along MO Hwy 224 along the Missouri River.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At Wellington the tour headed south to rejoin the original 

trail along a county gravel road that heads west for an-

other 7 mile segment of the original trail taking us past 

the Burns Swales.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rejoining MO Hwy 24 at the Jackson/Lafayette County 

line we headed west to Buckner where we traveled north 

toward Fort Osage.  The original trail went south of Fort 

Osage before crossing the Little Blue River just north of 

the Blue Mill. 

 

Our next stop was at Salem Park which will be the new 

site of NPS interpretive panels.  The park will be a joint 

development between NPS, SFTA and the Jackson Coun-

ty Parks & Recreation Department.  Work is scheduled to 

be completed by September of 2016. 

Proceeding on west the tour took us into Independence, 

MO where we headed north along the newly signed Lib-

erty Street.  At the north end of Liberty we drove a few 

blocks west to the site of the Upper Independ-

ence/Wayne City Landing.  A  stop here provided the tour 

group with a panoramic view of the Missouri River and 

the valley below.  Eight interpretive panels are located in 

this beautifully landscaped park area. 

The tour continued  to follow the trails, now also consist-

ing of the Oregon and California Trails.  We followed the 

route down River Road into the Independence Square, 

past the National Frontier Trail Museum and on south-

west along the newly marked trails to where it joined 

Blue Ridge Blvd.  After following the trails through Ray-

town we ended our day long journey at the beautiful 

Archibald Rice Home Historic Site. 

Future bus tours will be planned as new local tour route 

signs are installed along  the Santa Fe, Oregon and Cali-

fornia National Historic Trails in Missouri and Johnson 

County Kansas. 

 
Lafayette County Original 

Route 

Photo by Larry Short 

The Madonna of the Trails statue 

Lexington, MO 

Photo by Gary Hicks 

Photo by Larry Short 
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Missouri River Outfitters 

c/o Larry D Short 

3930 S Jackson Dr #106 

Independence, MO 64057 

A MESSAGE FROM YOUR PRESIDENT….. 

These are exciting days for the Santa Fe Trail National Historic Trails in the greater 

Kansas City area as we move forward in the installation of new local tour route 

signs, interpretive panels and  have now joined forces with the Trail Head Chapter of 

OCTA and KCAHTA (Kansas City Area Historic Trails Association) as part of the newly 

formed 3-Trails Corridor Partnership.  Currently we are working with the National 

Park Service and MARC (Mid America Regional Council) to develop a comprehensive 

plan to establish a multi-use pedestrian trail along the 40 mile corridor from the Up-

per Independence/Wayne City Landing on the Missouri River to Gardner Junction, 

KS.  Much of the trail is now under construction in Jackson County, MO or will be 

started soon.  In Johnson County KS we will be able to mark existing pedestrian 

trails that already follow in close proximity to the Santa Fe, Oregon & California Trails 

that cross the county.   

Work also continues on the  Salem Park project in eastern Independence at  HWY 24 and Blue Mills Rd.  The pan-

els are currently being developed by the NPS and the Jackson County Parks & Recreation Department will con-

struct the pad and move other existing Civil War interpretive panels plus the DAR marker to their new locations.  

The  new open air kiosk is scheduled to be completed by September 2016. 

Future joint meetings are being planned with the Trails Head Chapter of OCTA and KCAHTA.  Watch the newsletters 

for announcements of these informative meetings and events. 

I want to encourage all of our members to attend our events.  We also would ask that you forward a copy of this 

newsletter to your friends and encourage them to join MRO and SFTA.. 

 


