
 

 

Boys Scouts on the Santa Fe Trail 

Bent’s Fort Chapter 
Santa Fe Trail Association 

July 2013 Newsletter 

It began with an email from a La Junta city 
official saying that he had a request from a 
boy scout troop in Denver. The scouts 
wanted to earn a Heritage Badge and won-
dered if opportunities were available in 
southeastern Colorado. 

The request was forwarded to Bent’s Fort 
Chapter President Pat Palmer who immedi-
ately invited the scouts to Lamar for a day 
of adventures. 

On Friday, May 24th, 15 scouts and 11 
adult leaders from Denver Scout Troop # 
376 arrived in La Junta and camped at the 
Koshare Kiva. Saturday morning they met 

Pat at the cemetery in Holly where the work 
began. A cow rubbing on a stone post had 
broken it. Pat had the boys drag the unbro-
ken part to a new site where it was reset. 
He also gave them a tour of the cemetery 
pointing out the graves of the children who 
died in the Towner bus tragedy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After a meal of hot dogs at the Palmer 
house, the troop traveled to Hwy-196 
where the first of two Santa Fe Trail cross-
ing signs was placed. Holes were dug, 
signs assem-
bled, and con-
crete was 
poured. The 
next sign was 
placed at 
Prowers CR 19 
where more 
holes were dug 
and signs planted. The final event was a 
trip back to Pat’s house for wagon rides 

Pat has invited the troop back next year for 
more work and adventures on the Santa Fe 
Trail. Thanks, Pat, for helping the scouts 
learn more about our historic trail and Colo-
rado history.  

(continued on page 2) 

 
DON’T 

FORGET 
These 
Future 
Events 

 July 20: presentation 
on the Cherokee Trail 

 August 17: tour of 
historic sites in Pueblo 
area 

 September 20-22: 
SFTA Symposium, 
Ulysses, Kansas 

 October 19: Bent’s 
New Fort NPS Way-
side Exhibit Dedication 

 November 1-3: Tour 
in Taos, New Mexico 

Inside this issue… 

 Boy Scouts on the Trail 

 Wamego Students on the 
Trail 

 Colorado Youth Summit 

 Boggsville Work Day 

 Pinon Canyon Tour 

 Timpas-Hoehne Tour 

 The Cherokee Trail 

 PCMS in the News Again 

 The Civil War in the Ar-
kansas River Valley 

 BFC News 

 SFTA News 
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       Postscript to 

Story on Page 1 

The day after the scouts 
left, a bad windstorm 
swept through the area. 
Pat and Shirley Pampus 
drove out to the signs to 
see if they had survived 
the storm. They did and at 
CR19 Pat and Shirley 
found Holly Bauer from 
Wiley and her daughter 
Amy taking in a history 
lesson, admiring the sign 

and the DAR marker it. (Pat intentionally placed the signs by 
the DAR markers hoping to draw more attention to them.) 

They said that they never knew the exact route of the Santa 
Fe Trail in their area and were glad the signs were up. Pat 
noted that within 24 hours three more people called to thank 
him for the new signage. 

 

    Kansas Students on the Santa Fe Trail 

Every 2 years, Chris Day and Janet Armstead, both teach-
ers in Wamego, KS, take over 80 Kansas junior high school 
students on a two-week trek along the Santa Fe Trail. The 
students visit historic sites such as Fort Larned, Council 
Grove, and Bent’s Old Fort. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This year 80 stu-
dents and 21 adult 
chaperones made 
the trip. They 
camped at schools 
and park sites and 
often were fed by 
local groups includ-
ing Santa Fe Trail 
Association chap-
ters. 

 

On June 2, the tour rolled into Lamar and Bent’s Fort Chap-
ter members were ready to feed them. Pat Palmer, Shirley 
Pampus, La Donna Hutton, Bonnie Ratliff, Kitty Overmyer, 
Emery Murray, and Kathy Wootten joined with Lamar resi-

dents to prepare a feast of pork & beans, sloppy joes, po-
tato chips, and 10 gallons of lemonade. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John Carson treated the students to a portrayal of Kit Car-
son and the students treated their hosts to a concert of 
songs learned along the trail. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The students will be back in 2015, hungry and thirsty. To 
read a blog of the day-to-day travels along the trail, go to 
www.rockcreekschools.org, then click on St. George Ele-
mentary School, then click on Santa Fe Trail Program in the 
sidebar on the left side of the page. 

 

 

 

Bent’s Fort Chapter Feeds Students on the Santa Fe Trail 

Kent Anderson Cooking the Beans 

Rock Creek School and Students 

The Serenade  

Cooks at Rest 
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 Colorado Youth Summit Students & Teachers Study Southeastern Colorado 

On June 
25th, 66 
students 
and 12 
adults 
from 27 
different 
Colorado 
middle 
and high 
schools 
de-
scended 
on southeast Colorado to learn more about the peo-
ple, events, and places that have shaped the history 
and culture of the Canyons and Plains. Participants 
were invited to “...learn, have fun, and help generate 
ideas and create solutions for saving, sharing, and 
vitalizing the stories and historic places of this nation-
ally important region for future generations.” 

Sites vis-
ited in-
cluded 
Bent’s Old 
Fort NHS, 
Bent’s New 
Fort, Sand 
Creek Mas-
sacre NHS, 
Boggsville, 
Towner 
Bus Trag-
edy Site, 

Amache Relocation Center, Boggsville, and the Ko-
share Kiva. At each site, students were asked these 
four questions: 

 What was your “Wow” moment in experiencing 
this place? 

 What stories did you learn about the people here 
that you would share with others? 

 What visual image of this place most stays in 
your mind? 

 How would you make others more aware of the 
site’s stories and experiences? 

Some of the other topics students were asked to con-
sider included: 

 What types of heritage-related programs and ac-
tivities would appeal to youth and their families? 

 How can students be better mobilized through 

service projects or other endeavors to help iden-
tify and work to preserve historic places? 

 How can the NPS and other historic site manag-
ers make their sites and programs more engag-
ing for your age group? 

 What can be done to increase visitation and ap-
preciation of the region’s treasures to families of 
multiple cultures and backgrounds? 

 How can technology and media such as Face-
book, LinkedIn, and Twitter be better used by site 
managers? 

 How could you take a leadership role in making 
historic places more relevant for your peers and 
future generations? 

The event 
was spon-
sored by 
the South-
east Colo-
rado Re-
gional Heri-
tage Task 
Force and 
Colorado 
Preserve 
America 
Youth 
Summit. Other sponsors included the National Park 
Service, Southeast Colorado Regional Heritage 
Taskforce, the El Pomar foundation, and History 
Colorado. 

Numerous other local groups helped guide and feed 
the students, groups such as the Santa Fe Trail 
Dutch Oven Cookers and the Crowe Luther Arts Cen-
ter in Eads. Some of the local presenters and helpers 
included Wayne Snider, Keith Goodwin, Brad Sem-
mens, Jeremy Manyik, Judy Walden, Alexa Roberts, 
Pat Palmer, Shirley Pampus, Kathy Finau, Bill Long, 
Lisa Trigilio, Carl Zimmerman, Jesse Milton, Dick 
Scott, Richard Carrillo, Rick Wallner, Carlyn Yokum, 
John Hopper, Michelle Stevens, and Jeanne Fenter. 

The final event took place at the Koshare Kiva where 
Summit leaders presented their recommendations in 
a town hall meeting to preservation, community, and 
elected officials. Wouldn’t it be wonderful to have 
some of the students or leaders return for a BFC 
meeting and tell us their insights and answers to the 
questions? 

(Photos by Shirley Pampus) 
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BFC Tours Pinion Canyon Maneuver Site 

A sunny Saturday morning found thirty-eight Chapter mem-
bers and two grandchildren at the Piñon Canyon Maneuver 
Site (PCMS).  Led by personnel from the PCMS, we toured 
five sites within the facility. 

Our first stop was at the Cross Ranch which was the most 
intact of the three homesteads we viewed. Built in the early 
1900’s, the wooden home initially built up against the rock 
wall and then added onto, had a tin roof, wooden floor, rem-

nants of electrical 
lines, along with 
some old furni-
ture.  Other items 
on the property 
included a rock 
chicken coop, 
and other small 
wooden and rock 
storage build-
ings, along with a 

small corral. There were no apparent water wells at any of 
the homesteads we saw, and we continually questioned 
where the early settlers found this needed resource. 

Adjoining the property 
was a small canyon 
which was also the 
site of the rock art 
from earlier Indians, 
most likely the Apis-
hapa, who drove deer 
and antelope over the 
cliff walls for food and 
hides.  Mark Owens, 
the lead archaeologist, answered our many questions about 
the tribes that once inhabited the area. 

At one time stages ran 
through the area, stop-
ping at twenty mile inter-
vals.  At the Lockwood 
Stage Stop we saw the 
remains of the wooden 
corral wall, a rock build-
ing, and enjoyed the view 

down the canyon near the stop. 

Our third stop 

was at the 

Moses Ste-

vens Home-

stead where 

we were awed 

by the struc-

tures along the 

canyon rim.  

We’re still puzzling over the ability to move and set the 

large stones and have them be so level in this primitive 

area, realizing that though primitive, the early settlers had a 

lot of talents to draw on as they built their homes.   The 

early settlers also carved their names and dates on the 

building stones; one name we recognized was Swink.   

Water made Cowboy Springs a popular stopover for the 
early cowboys and settlers to refresh themselves as well as 
their livestock.  This stop was followed by the La Placeta 
Homestead where we 
viewed the home along 
with other rock buildings.  
Jean Dohrenkamp’s close 
encounter with a young 
desert rattlesnake re-
minded us all of the dan-
gers our early pioneers 
faced. 
 
We were all awed by the last stop at Lookout Point, an 
overlook into the Purgatory River valley.  The view of the 
canyon easily a mile wide and several miles long with green 
valleys and rock colors from pale to deep reds made a per-
fect ending to the day. 
Our thanks go to the PCMS personnel – Wayne, Mark, and 

Roy – and Mark’s wife Pam, who did an outstanding job 

planning and leading the field trip! 

(Much thanks to Dotti Russell who organized this tour and wrote 

this article. Dotti worked months to put this event together.) 
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Trains, Plains, and Automobiles Along the Santa Fe Trail 

On June 
8th, 39 
members of 
the BFC 
and guests 
from the 
Corazon de 
los Caminos 
chapter in 
New Mexico 
were treated 
to a special 
tour. Re-
becca 

Goodwin, a 4th generation rancher and  Chairman of the 
Board for Colorado Preservation, Inc., led us on a tour of 
historic sites between Timpas and Hoehne, Colorado. 

In her introduction to the tour, Ms. Goodwin noted, “For 
approximately half a century the Santa Fe Trail was a criti-
cal path for commerce; but, the importance of the Trail to 
commerce and settlement did not end with the approach of 
the railroad. The Santa Fe Trail in southeastern Colorado, 
particularly the stretch between La Junta and Trinidad, 
served as the foundation for changing modes of transporta-
tion and evolving settlement patterns. Stage coach lines, 
the Santa Fe Railroad, and eventually Highway 350 fol-
lowed the route of the Mountain Branch of the Santa Fe 
Trail; and, cattle and sheep ranching, the establishment of 
towns and schools, and new types of commerce developed 
along this historic route.” 

Our tour began at 
Timpas, a site on 
the Santa Fe 
Trail. Ms. Good-
win traced the 
history of the 
area, from Trail 
days, to the time 
of stagecoaches, 
ranchers, home-
steaders, and 
modern agriculture and ranching. In the nearly deserted 
town, Ms. Goodwin explained that the town was created 

when the railroad arrived 
in 1878, following the 
route of the Trail.  

Our group then cara-
vanned southeast along 
Hwy-350 stopping next at 
Iron Spring. This site also 
is on the Trail and was 
well known as a stage-

coach stop. When the railroad arrived, a small town grew 
up which even boasted a school where one of our mem-
ber’s mother taught. The area was (and is) a major cattle 
ranching region and once had many homesteaders until 

the dust bowl era drove them out. 

Our next stop was in Thatcher, an area with many layers of 
history, including the site of Hole in the Rock, one of the 
most-famous and 
best-documented 
stops along the 
Santa Fe Trail, a 
stage station, 
town, schools, ex-
tensive corrals for 
holding cattle dur-
ing round ups, and 
even a helium 
plant. Cathy Mul-
lins, the current 
owner of the ranch, invited everyone on the tour to enjoy 
her shaded yard for our lunch stop. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our final stop was at Hoehne where we visited an adobe 
grist mill build by German immigrant William Hoehne in 
1868. Hoehne and his Hispanic wife travelled up the Santa 
Fe Trail from Mora, NM, to the “Sunflower Valley” where he 
built his mill. Mr. Hoehne is credited with introducing the 
“Mexican”  (pinto bean) to Colorado. At this stop, Rebecca 
teased our group with a possible future project: learning 
how to make adobe and how to restore adobe structures. 

Thank you Rebecca Goodwin for taking time from your 
busy schedule to teach our group so much about this spe-
cial area of southeastern Colorado. To learn more about 
this region, go to www.coloradopreservation.org, click on 
Programs, click on Cultural Resource Surveys, then click 
on Purgatoire River Region Survey.  
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 Bent’s Fort Chapter Members Clean Up at Boggsville 

On April 13th, 

43 members of 

our BFC gath-

ered at Boggs-

ville Historic 

Site for our an-

nual work day. 

Each spring we 

rake up the 

leaves, sweep 

out the rooms, 

and do whatever is needed to get this site ready for the 

summer season. 

Richard Carrillo, 

site administra-

tor, organized 

the day and 

provided snacks 

and drinks. Pat 

Palmer and 

Shirley Pampus 

prepared a 

Dutch oven 

cooked meal of ham and beans, corn bread, and dessert. 

Members contributed other side dishes to share. 

This year we also placed two stone posts on the route of 

the Santa Fe 

Trail. Charlie 

Hutton organized 

this project. 

Charlie and Kevin 

Lindahl 

 

 

Emery Murray, 

Marcia Will-

Clifton, and 

Charlie Hutton 

 

 

 

Richard Carrillo, Charlie, 

Marcia, and Emery 

Don’t Forget to Order Your BFC Vests 

What's unique about the Bent's Fort Chapter of the 
SFTA - our new vests! The new Chapter vests show 
off our Chapter logo embroidered on one side of the 
vest and the SFTA patch on the other side.  You can 
also personalize the vest with your name embroi-
dered above the Chapter logo. 
  
The Wrangler vests come in sizes medium, large, X-
large and XX-large.  The completed vest will include 
an embroidered BFC logo on one side with the SFTA 
patch on the opposite side.  You will also be able to 
have your name embroidered over the BFC logo. 
  
The price for each vest is only $45.00 and that in-
cludes the logos and your embroidered name. To 
order, contact Dotti Russell at letsgoRV@bresnan.net or 

call 719-336-2213.  

mailto:letsgoRV@bresnan.net
tel:719-336-2213
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More BFC Chapter News 

Date Change for Taos Trip 

 

We’re changing 
the date of our 
Taos overnight 
trip from the 3rd 
week of Novem-
ber to the 1st 
week of that 
month in hopes 
that the weather 
will be warmer 
and the town less crowded. Details will follow soon. 

 

Membership Report 

Membership Chairperson Kathy Wootten has exciting 
membership news for us. As of July 2nd, our chapter 
has 145 members (!) which are broken down as fol-
lows… 
 129 Single/family memberships 
 7 Business/Organization 
 2 lifetime 
 7 Complimentary. These memberships are given 

to presenters, tour leaders, and land owners who 
give us access to their property. 

 
8 former members have asked to be dropped from 
our rolls for various reasons. 8 more have not re-
newed for 2013...yet. 
 
Please welcome these 21 new members… 
 
Kerry Appel...Rocky Ford, Colorado 
A.T. & Norma Austin...La Junta, Colorado 
Bob & Nancy Bennett...La Junta, Colorado 
Bill & Susan Bunyan...Dodge City, Kansas 
Richard Deisch...Windsor, Colorado 
Shelley Hampton...Ulysses, Kansas 
Laura Hartshorn...Granada, Colorado 
Andy & Jill Hollar...Rocky Ford, Colorado 
Rod Johnson...Eads, Colorado 
Robert Leonard...Richfield, Utah 
Lex Nichols...Rocky Ford, Colorado 
Dixie, Odon...Maxwell, New Mexico 
Barbara Oringderff...Garden City, Kansas 
Dick Porterfield...Las Animas, Colorado 
Dean & Evelyn Ritchhard...Las Animas, Colorado 
Tim Ryan...Cherry Hills, Colorado 
Martha & Roy Sauble...Maxwell, NM 

New Members Continued 
 
Bob Silva...Pueblo West, Colorado 
SE Colorado Heritage Center...Pueblo, Colorado 
Betsy Tine & Paul Jimenez...Lamar, Colorado 
Vernon Ward...La Junta, Colorado 
 
And….drum roll please...we have another new Life-
time Member...Charlie & LaDonna Hutton. Thank 
you for your many years of service and your future 
commitment to our chapter.  
 
Also, thanks to BFC Membership Chairperson Kathy 
Wootten for the exceptional work she has done on 
membership renewals and getting new members 
signed up. Our chapter is the largest one by far in 
SFTA and it just keeps getting bigger and better 
every year. 
 

Bents Fort Chapter Vice-President 

Marcia Will-Clifton Graduates from LCC  

  

BFC Vice-President, Marcia Will-
Clifton, graduated from Lamar Com-
munity College on April 27, 2013, 
earning a Certificate in Historic Pres-
ervation with emphasis in Research 
and Documentation.  

The graduation date was very signifi-
cant as it was the celebration of 
LCC’s 75th anniversary and Marcia’s 
40th anniversary since receiving her 
B.A from Lawrence University in 
1973! This time she wore a cap and 
gown and silver cord to mark her Magna Cum Laude 
achievement. 

Marcia and her husband Alan and mother-in-law, Dar-
lene, celebrated the graduation with a lunch at the 
Cow Palace steakhouse. Later, she celebrated with 
her colleagues at Sand Creek Massacre NHS with a 
steak barbecue during the staff monthly meeting. 

The best graduation present was the letter from the 
National Park Service with an offer of permanent em-
ployment at Sand Creek Massacre NHS! So the busy 
summer season began with Marcia working as a Park 
Guide two days a week and one day in the Eads of-
fice continuing her partnership and museum work. 
Thanks to all BFC members for their support and en-
couragement! 
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The Cherokee Trail...by Ed Stafford 

In 1838, the majority of the 
Cherokee Nation in Tennes-
see and North Carolina was 
rounded up at gunpoint and 
forced to relocate, following 
the wishes of for-
mer President Andrew Jack-
son, although they were the 
most advanced of the five 
Southern Indian tribes that 
shared their fate.  Although 
the number who actually lost 
their homes to land-hungry 
European settlers is not 
known, 60,000 Indians were 
potentially affected.  When 
the great removal to the West, called the "Trail of 
Tears," ended in 1839, only 14,000 Cherokees had 
survived.  

The Cherokees were placed on a reservation in what 
is today northeastern Oklahoma, where they pro-
ceeded almost immediately to establish a society 
based on the best characteristics of white civiliza-
tion.  They made Tahlequah their capital.  In less than 
a dozen years, that "city" had sound government, 
good schools, prosperous businesses, and edifices 
for religious worship.  These included a Su-
preme Court building, a hotel, a newspaper 
called The Cherokee Advocate, a post office, and 
Cherokee male and female seminaries.  

So, it was from Tahlequah that, in 1849, when gold 
was discovered in California, some of these enterpris-
ing Cherokees were among those who founded a 
route that wagon trains would take to the far West--
the "Cherokee Trail."  That trail lasted until the 
1890s.  It is important to those of us in the SFTA be-
cause a fairly large part of that trail followed the Santa 
Fe Trail.  

Beginning in the late 1840s, the trail was used con-
tinuously by gold seekers, settlers, and men driving 
cattle herds from Arkansas, Texas, Missouri, and the 
Cherokee Nation.  It moved northwest through north-
eastern Oklahoma and into south-central Kansas, 
where it intersected the Santa Fe Trail east of 
McPherson.  Said Lt. Abraham Buford, military escort 
for the Santa Fe mail encountering Cherokee Trail 
travelers early-on, "Emigrating parties leaving Arkan-
sas...would do well to follow this trail....It is a good 
and plain way to the old Santa Fe Trace...."  

Their trail followed the "wet route" of the Santa Fe 
Trail past Fort Mann (now Dodge City) to Bent's Old 

Fort, although its time was pass-
ing, almost past.  At that point, 
they broke from the Old Trail and 
followed the Arkansas River to 
Pueblo.  About El Pueblo, a mem-
ber of that first journey wrote, "No 
persons live here but about 10 
men and as many women, the 
most abandoned set of thieves, 
Mexicans, Indians, half breeds, 
that ever disgraced any spot on 
earth, and as lousy as rabbits." 

From there, their trail turned north 
and overlapped another equally 
famous (but little known to more 
recent generations) called the 

"Trapper's Trail," a south-north path along the front 
range of the Rocky Mountains that linked the Santa 
Fe Trail with the "Great Plains River Road" at Fort 
Laramie in today's Wyoming.  Along this path there 
were a number of trading posts, also called trading 
forts.  It was an important trade route for animal trap-
pers and fur traders in the North American fur trade c. 
1820 to 1846.  Some of these were Fort St. Vrain 
(where little remained), Fort Lupton, and Fort 
Vasquez. 

Over the following months and years, as travel-
ers sought an easier passage to gold, the route took 
them to present-day Denver (where they ini-
tially spent time panning for gold and in 1859 found 
it), Longmont, Loveland, Greeley, and Fort 
Collins.  They followed John C. Fremont's route north 
onto the Laramie Plains of Wyoming, traveled around 
the north end of the Medicine Bow Range, and then 
west by Rawlings to Fort Bridger and on to the Great 
Salt Lake and California.  "The Cherokee Trail is the 
longest branch (900 miles long) of the California Na-
tional Historical Trail, and the only goldseeker and 
emigrant trail named for Native Americans."  

  
Sources:  Time Life Series The Old West:  The Indi-
ans.  New York:  Time Inc., 1973.    
               Wikipedia:  "Cherokee Trail" 
               Wikipedia:  "Trapper's Trail" 
               Fletcher, Jack E., PhD. And Fletcher, Patricia K. 
A., "History of the Cherokee Trail."  
 www.cherokeetrail.org   

 
(Note...On July 20th, our BFC will have a presentation on The 
Cherokee Trail by Lee Whiteley, who has extensively researched 
the trail and written a book about it. Much thanks to BFC histo-
rian Ed Stafford for writing this introduction to the trail.) 

http://www.cherokeetrail.org/
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Bicycling Along the Santa Fe Trail 
2013 Santa Fe Trail Bicycle Trek 

Santa Fe to New Franklin  

 
The Santa Fe Trail Bicycle Committee is pleased to 
announce its 19th bicycle tour along the Santa Fe 
Trail, September 8 - 27, 2013. 

The committee has two objectives in organizing these 
non-profit trips: first, to provide a safe, fun, and inex-
pensive trip; second, to explore and learn about the 
Santa Fe Trail from Santa Fe, New Mexico to New 
Franklin, Missouri; learn its history and contribution to 
our country's western expansion; the challenges 
faced along the Trail; and the work currently being 
done to preserve historic sites along the Trail. 

The trek begins in 
Santa Fe on Sun-
day September 
8th and ends in 
New Franklin, 
MO, on Friday 
September 27th. 
Every 5th day is a 
rest day. Riders 
can ride just a 
stage or two or do 

the whole trip, a total of 1,096 miles. Cost is only 
$44.00 a day which includes two meals, transporta-
tion of luggage and tents, camp sites, ride sheets, 
showers, and a wagon load of memories. 

The Santa Fe Trail Bicycle Treks are endorsed by the 
National Park Service and the Santa Fe Trail Associa-
tion as an appropriate non- profit educational and rec-
reational event that is in keeping with the resource 
protection and public use objectives of the Santa Fe 
National Historic Trail. 
  
For further information, contact:   
 
Willard Chilcott, Santa Fe Trail Bicycle Committee, 
885 Camino Del Este, Santa Fe, NM 87501 
Tel. and Fax (505) 982-1282 
E-mail: Willard@cybermesa.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pedal the Plains: September 20-22, 2013 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The 2nd annual Pedal The Plains bicycle tour fea-
tures the wide-open spaces and star-filled nights of 
Southeastern Colorado, a region rich in history and 
full of hidden treasures. Join the tour this fall and 
roam the vast beautiful grasslands; learn about the 
Sand Creek Massacre and Camp Amache; visit 
Bent’s Old Fort and the Santa Fe Trail; befriend local 
farmers and ranchers; and have a boot-stomp’n good 
old time! 

A celebration of cycling culture, this landmark event 
combines great rides, delicious eats and close 
friends. Registration is now open for the 3-Day Tour, 
Century Ride and Family Fun Ride. 

For more information or to register for the ride, go to 

www.pedaltheplains.com. And, how can Bent’s Fort 
Chapter help with this event and promote the Santa 
Fe Trail? 

tel:%28505%29%20982-1282
mailto:Willard@cybermesa.com
mailto:Willard@cybermesa.com
http://www.pedaltheplains.com/host-cities/
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Marking the Santa Fe Trail 1912 

Will Mark The Trail 

The Baldwin (Kansas) Ledger, 17, May 1912 
 

Markers of  red, white and blue stripes upon telephone poles will soon mark the course of the old Santa Fe Trail 

through Kansas.  Acting by authority of a resolution recently adopted by the National Old Trails Road Association, T. 

W. Whiting of Council Grove, president of the Kansas Old Trails Association, is supervising the work.  The red, 

white and blue bands upon telephone poles are the official sign of the national ocean-to ocean highway of which the 

Santa Fe trail is a link.  Just before every turn in the road the colored bands will be more than twice the usual width.  

At ever (sic) turn will be a sign which reads thus: 

OLD  SANTA  FE  TRAIL 

Ocean -to-Ocean  Highway 

   “Blanktown, Six Miles West”   

 

Under these words will be an arrow pointing, indicating the direction, thus preventing the traveler from becoming 

confused as to direction.  The tourist will not find it necessary either to make inquires or consult a guide-book. 

 

 

 

THEY  KEEP  COMING –  

TRAVELERS GOING ACROSS KANSAS ARE USING THE OLD SANTA Fe TRAIL 

  The Baldwin Ledger, 12 July 1912 
 

  Last Monday several automobiles from Iowa, on their way west arrived in the heart of Baldwin and in-

quired the name of the town, looked at their guide book, made notations and went on.  They said they were 

crossing the state and were using the Old Trail 

  On Tuesday night, Mr. Hendrix of Lexington, Mo., vice-president of the Missouri Old Trails Association, 

in company with four other men, arrived in town headed for Monte Vista, Colo.  They had two fine autos 

and a complete camping outfit.  They patronized the Baldwin Garage and the Bank Hotel to the tune of sev-

eral dollars and seemed much pleased with our city. 

  They said they had no difficulty in following the sign of the Trail and found the 

road in good condition. 

  There is not a day passes but what cars are patronizing this route.  And the use of 

this great highway route has just begun.  It all means business for the town, adver-

tising this section of 

Douglas County and in-

cidentally leaves dollars 

here that otherwise 

would never come. 

 
(Richard Wellman, a member 

of the Douglas County 

(Kansas) chapter of the Santa 

Fe Trail Association sent us 

these articles. 

Thanks Richard!) 
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(Jeff Campbell is a historian 
who has researched the Civil 
War and Military Forts and 
Posts in our area. He has writ-
ten 9 previous articles on 
these subjects and continues 
the articles here.) 
 

April 12, 1861: THE CIVIL WAR BEGINS. [Ends April 9, 
1865] 
May 29, 1861: 1

st
 Territorial Governor William Gilpin ar-

rives in Denver. 
Summer 1861: Bone dry on the Arkansas. CPT Elmer 
Otis, U. S. Army C.O., Ft. Lyon. 
August 10: Battle of Wilson's Creek, MO. General Nathan-
iel Lyon killed. 
Oct. 9: William P. Dole, Commissioner of Indian Affairs, to 
[his cousin] Samuel G. Colley, Esq., “You have been ap-
pointed ... to be Agent for the Indians of the [Upper] Ar-
kansas Agency in the Territory of Colorado in place of Al-
bert G. Boone...” 
 
1862, Jan. 5: Mollie Dorsey Sanford: From Ft. Wise. “Our 
quarters here are pleasant, built of stone... ” “... a lonely 
place, on a level plain, no timber in sight. ...” “We are des-
titute of any kind of vegetables. Beef and whisky seem to 
be the staple articles.” “... the regulation rations, dried ap-
ples, rice, molasses, beans, and coffee. Canned fruits can 
be had at the sutler’s store.” 
 
Lewis L. Weld, Secty. & Acting Gov. of Colo. Terr.: Feb. 
14. “... three companies of the [1

st
 Colo.] regiment are sta-

tioned, ... at Fort Wise, under ... Lieut. Col. S. F. Tappan.  
March 8: “Pike’s Peakers” [1

st
 Reg. Inf., Colo. Vols.], “The 

columns [from Ft. Wise & Camp Weld] were united on the 
headwaters of the Purgatoire R., at Gray’s ranch, near the 
present city of Trinidad. 
March 26: Battle of Apache Cañon (Canyon) or Johnson’s 
Ranche, NM Territory 
March 28: Battle of Glorieta Pass (La Glorieta or Pigeon's 
Ranche), NM Territory 

"Thermopylae of the West" “Gettysburg of the West.” 
March 31: John Evans, appointed Governor of Colo. Terr. 
by President Lincoln. 
April 14: COL Canby’s order appointing MAJ John M. 
Chivington to rank of COL of 1

st
  Reg. Inf., Colo. Vols., 

replacing Slough, subject to approval of Gov. of Colo. 
Terr.  
May 16: Gov. Evans, arrives in Denver to take post, reliev-
ing Gilpin. 
June 25: Ft. Wise redesignated as Ft. Lyon for BG Na-
thaniel Lyon, KIA Aug. 10, 1861.  

July 19: MAJ J. G. Fisk, 2
nd

 Reg. Cav., Kans. Vols. at Ft. 
Lyon, Colo. Terr. Dept. of KS. [OR] 
August 2: Ft. Wise post office discontinued & becomes Ft. 
Lyon post office. 
Aug. 12: At Ft. Lyon - newspapers from Denver, 10-14 
days old, Mail bag from the East every week [probably 
weeks old] COL Clark, 7

th
 Reg. Cav., Kans. Vols., C. O. 

Ft. Lyon. “... at this post about 175 men, ...” 
Nov. 20: C.O. Ft. Lyon, CPT Cyrus H. Johnson, 9

th
 Wis-

consin Arty., with 4 co.s of 1
st
 Reg. Colo. Vols. present. 

 
1863: Agent Colley moves Upper Arkansas Agency to 
Point of Rocks [near N. La Junta], but maintains ofc./
residence at BNF / Ft. Lyon. 
Julia S. Lambert: “... On January third we arrived ... Bent's 
Trading Post, at Big Timbers, In April ... my husband ac-
cepted a position as agent ... for Sanderson, Barnum & 
Barlow, known as the Santa Fe Stage Company. ... duties 
were to see that the company's stock was properly cared 
for ...; to put up hay enough every summer to feed the 
stock through the winter ” [Haystack for stage company 
visible on far right in Chamberlain photo.] 
Feb. 28: Ft. Lyon, LTC Theodore H. Dodd, C.O., 6 compa-
nies 2

nd
 Colo. Cav., 1

st
 Colo. Btry., CPT Wm. McLain, 9

th
 

Wisc. Btry., CPT Cyrus Johnson 
March 10: Re; A. T. Winsor’s post sutler contract. Quarter-
master’s Ofc., Ft. Lyon to QM General, U. S. Army, Wash-
ington, D. C.  (Continued on page 12) 

The Civil War in the Arkansas Valley, Colorado Territory 
Part X: Bent’s New Fort – Ft. Lyon Timeline – 1861 – 1863 , by Jeff C. Campbell 
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The Civil War in the Arkansas Valley, Colorado Territory, Part X: Bent’s New 
Fort – Ft. Lyon Timeline – 1861 – 1863 , by Jeff C. Campbell...continued 

John Hopper 

1863 Survey map of Ft. Lyon, CO prepared by Judge John 
W. Wright. Map shows roads / trails some leading off to the 
NNE, etc. Copy Bent Co. Museum, WACC & NARA collec-
tions. June 28, 1863: Wright appointed as Agent for Caddoes 
from Texas. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Approximately 1 mi. x 2 mi. section of a map 
Ft. Lyon Military Reservation, Colorado Territory 

Star in center of reservation / parade. Commissary = Bent’s 
New Fort Corrals / Barrack on S. side of parade, Officer’s 

Row on N. 
Map prepared from survey by 
(Judge) J. W. Wright – 1863 

NARA, Copies available WACC, Bent Co. Museum, Las 
Animas, etc. 

 
June 30: Ft. Lyon, LTC Sam. Tappan, C.O., LT Ackley, Co. 
F, 1

st
 Reg. LT Spencer, Co. E, 2

nd
 Reg., LT Baldwin, 1

st
 Colo. 

Btry., LT Edington, 9
th
 Wisc. Btry.  

July 14: MAJ Scott Anthony 1
st
 Cav. of Colo. to Ft. Lyon, to 

relieve LTC Tappan. 
 
Aug. 7: J. P. Usher, Secty. of the Interior to President Lincoln, 
Washington, D. C. [Boggsville Coll. NARA] “... from the com-
mander of Fort Lyon, Colorado, ... representing the necessity 

for having a tract of land ..., as a military reservation for said 
Post, ... recommend that a tract of land ... for that purpose, ... 
ten miles, east and west, and six miles north and south, the 
centre of which reserve shall be the flag-staff of Fort Lyon, 
with the understanding that so much of said land, as is now 
embraced in the reservation of the Arapahoe and Cheyenne 
Indians, shall when the Government abandons the military 
post, revert to said Indians. 
 
Aug. 31: Pvt. Romine H. Ostrander, Co. F, 1

st
 Reg. Cav., 

Colo. Vols.: Ft. Lyon. “... post is garrisoned by K Co. and F 
Co. of the First Col. Cav., and sections of the ninth Wisconsin 
Battery.” 
Sept. 24: MAJ Anthony, reports 2000 Arapahoes under Little 
Raven, Left Hand & Neva on their way to Ft. Lyon. 500 Cad-
does en route to estab. ... settlement about 20 mi. up river of 
Ft. Lyon. 
December 22: John W. Wright, Contract Surveyor: “... I sur-
veyed a military reservation at Fort Lyon in Colorado – ten 
miles long & six miles wide ...  ten stone corner posts. Three 
feet high - & two feet wide above the ground...”  
 
[For sources, contact me. There’s too many sources for in-
clusion here. Most information comes from official records of 
the Civil War [OR], U. S. Army records, National Archives 
[NARA], Dept. of the Interior and BIA, as well as contempo-
rary newspapers. I’ll be glad to share citations if you’re inter-
ested. Email any requests kiowalone@yahoo.com. Military 
abbreviations: MG=Major General, BG=Brigadier General, 
COL=Colonel, LTC=Lieutenant Colonel, MAJ=Major, 
CPT=Captain, 1LT=1

st
 Lieutenant, 2LT=2

nd
 Lieutenant, 

SGT=Sergeant, Pvt.=Private, C.O.=Commanding Officer..] 
 
 

                Fort Lyon Update 
 
On May 24, 2013, Gov. John Hickenlooper signed a bill that 
will establish a homeless rehabilitation center at Fort Lyon. 
The program may employ up to 80 individuals initially which 
would make the site the second-largest employer in Bent 
County. If the program is successful, the entire facility could 
be used and may employ another 100 people. 

This site has served as an historic Army base, VA hospital, 
nursing home, and corrections facility. When the Corrections 
Department closed the facility in 2011, Colorado Preserva-
tion, Inc. and numerous southeastern Colorado historical, 
economic, and preservation groups campaigned hard for this 
site to find a new purpose 
rather than be mothballed. 
Mothballing would have meant 
that only minimal security 
would have been offered and 
no maintenance or preserva-
tion work would have been 
done.   

mailto:kiowalone@yahoo.com
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Fort Carson comes under fire — again — for damaging Piñon Canyon Maneuver Site 
 

Digging Dirt, by Pam Zubeck, The Colorado Springs Independent, June 26. 2013 

 

On Feb. 24, snow 
blanketed Piñon 
Canyon Maneuver 
Site in southeast-
ern Colorado. After 
it quickly melted 
into muck, a Fort 
Carson com-
mander had to de-
cide whether to 

continue the 2nd Brigade Combat Team's training 
there, or stop. After weighing numerous factors, the 
commander pushed on. 

This short-grass 
prairie dotted 
with historic arti-
facts and wildlife 
has fallen victim 
to Carson's 
heavy mecha-
nized vehicles 
before. But this 
time, the ruts and 
vegetation damage left behind was so bad, Carson 
sought a special appropriation from the Pentagon. 
The Army says that move alone proves it's a good 
steward of the environment; conservationists aren't 
buying it. 

Constant monitoring 

Dan Benford, director of plans, training, mobilization 
and security for the 4th Infantry Division at Fort Car-
son, oversees a staff of four, three fewer than before 
sequestration hit this year and slashed federal 
spending. "Their job is to constantly monitor, analyze 
and provide feedback to the command group on the 
land conditions," he says of his staff. 

The 2nd BCT's training began Feb. 20. Four days 
later, tanks and Bradley Fighting Vehicles and trucks 
squished through deep mud, gouging and regouging 
the land. It would continue for 18 days. "Training in 
bad weather is important to what we do," Benford 
says. "We have vehicles that can drive through al-
most any weather conditions. That's when we're most 
likely to attack our [enemy], because we want to ex-
ploit their weaknesses." 

Army regulations empower the commander to decide 

if the "criticality" of training outweighs other consid-
erations, Benford says. Besides the need to get 
these BCT soldiers ready to deploy to Fort Irwin, 
Calif., and then overseas, Benford says moving 
troops between Carson and the PCMS costs $1 mil-
lion round-trip. "The ability to say, 'Oops. It rained,' 
and send them back to Fort Carson and then send 
them back again [to PCMS] is not realistic." 

Benford contends the damage and the other prob-
lems affected about 1,200 acres, and notes the Pen-
tagon's $1.3 million appropriation will also cover 
harm from drought and noxious weeds. (He didn't 
provide a cost breakdown.)Normally, the post would 
fund such damage from its budget, but it couldn't this 
time due to sequestration, he says. So the post 
asked the Pentagon for money. "It was that important 
to the Army to take care of Piñon Canyon," he says. 
"The Army is committed to being good stewards of 
our training land and environmental responsibilities." 

Ripping the land 

Some would argue that point, including Paula 
Ozzello. She's chairperson of the Southern Colorado 
Environmental Council, a group of citizens who moni-
tor the Army's use of PCMS. After touring the site in 
May with staff from U.S. Sen. Mark Udall's office and 
Las Animas County commissioners, Ozzello reports 
the unit ap-
pears to 
have trained 
on 93,000 
acres and, in 
her estima-
tion, dam-
aged 10,000 
or more. 

"They just ripped the land apart," Ozzello says. 
"That's the best way to say it. And we're in an excep-
tional drought. All that land is sitting there bare, so 
when the wind blows, they're going to have a lot of 
fugitive dust to deal with." In places, tanks packed 
the ground "super tight," she says, pulverizing root 
systems, and went beyond main roads to which 
they're supposed to be confined. 

The damage prompted Las Animas County commis-
sioners to ask Udall and fellow Sen. Michael Bennet 
in a June 18 letter to freeze the size of PCMS  
(continued on page 16) 

http://www.csindy.com/coloradosprings/ArticleArchives?author=1433753
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Fort Carson comes under fire — again ...continued 

forever, instead of leaving the door open for expanding 
it. "A permanent expansion/funding ban would make 
them take care of what they already have," the letter 
states. 

In a written statement submitted May 15 for the pro-
posed 2013-2017 Fort Carson and Piñon Canyon Ma-
neuver Site Integrated Natural Resources Management 
Plan, Ozzello's group notes that the Army's own rules 
say units should avoid making off-road tracks with vehi-
cles, because the enemy can then count the number of 
tanks in a unit, either in person or using satellite im-
ages; yet here, vehicles apparently made off-road 
tracks. 

On June 12, Not 1 
More Acre, a citizen 
group opposing PCMS 
expansion, said it had 
filed a Freedom of In-
formation Act request 
for "massive undis-
closed environmental 
damages" that are 
"aggravating dust 

storms that are now ravaging the drought-stricken 
Southern Great Plains." It also accused the Army of vio-
lating the National Environmental Policy Act. 

Bottom line, according to Ozzello's group: If the Army 
isn't willing to maintain PCMS as a healthy eco-system, 
"a lot of taxpayer money is being wasted" on environ-
mental plans and compliance rules. 

Still no plan 

Nearby citizens fret over wildlife and historic sites, such 
as old homesteads, Indian fire pits and rock drawings, 
39 of which were damaged in a 2010 drill conducted 
without consultation with state historic preservation offi-
cials, a violation of law. 
The state and the post 
are still working on an 
agreement that will al-
low exercises to take 
place without prior noti-
fication, because all the 
historic sites will be 
mapped. State archaeologist Richard Wilshusen says 
he expects completion by year's end. 

Benford says it's taking a long time because of staff 
shortages. He also admits that continuing budget cuts 
might make it tricky to care for PCMS. "If the impacts of 
sequester continue," he says, "if I'm not getting land 
rehabilitation and maintenance money, absolutely I see 

an impact to our training-land sustainability." 

As for Ozzello's group, it might be happy to hear that 
Benford says no heavy training at the PCMS is planned 
this year, except a possible drill by the Colorado Na-
tional Guard in August. 

(This article has been reprinted with the permission of the both the 
writer and the Editor of the Colorado Springs Independent.) 

 

 

A Peek at the Past 
What was our chapter doing during in July in the past? 
Number in () is how many persons participated. 
 1995...Lamar, Prowers, Caddoa, Big Timbers Mu-

seum, Koen Barn, Bent’s New Fort, Old Fort Lyon, 
John Martin Reservoir, hosted by Dale & Teresa 
Kesterson, Craig Moore, and Big Timbers, (42) 

 1996...Granada Fort Union Military Route, Pritchett  
Baca County sites, led by Don & Lolly Ming, (50) 

 1997...tour of Raton Pass, Cimarron, and Rayado, 
combined event with Corazon Chapter, Nancy 
Robertson leader, (90) 

 1998...Hoehne, Trinidad, Wootton Ranch, Santa Fe 
Trail, let by Lolly Ming, Katherine Berg, Richard & 
Willard Louden, (32) 

 1999...Wagon tracks and general area of historic 
campsites of Gen. Kearney and the Army of the 
West, led by Bill & Luella Marlman, Dale & Teresa 
Kesterson, and Henry Manifor, (39) 

 2000...Bent’s New Fort and Old Fort Lyon archae-
ology tour led by Richard Carrillo, Phil Petersen, 
and Kellie Vap, (24) 

 2002...presentation on Bent’s Fort artifacts, led by 
curator Nancy Russell, (28) 

 2004...Tour of Bent’s Old Fort 
 2007...Tour of museum in Kit Carson,  presentation 

on Miguel Otero & the Santa Fe trail 
 2008...Kit Carson Museum, Las Animas, presenta-

tion by Ms. Jordan Pickrell on historical and ar-
chaeological research at Boggsville and Old Las 
Animas City, dinner at Boggsville free to all local 
historical association members, (82) 

 2009...Overnight trip to Albuquerque via Amtrak 
 2010...Overnight trip to historic sites in Cimarron, 

NM, led by Lolly Ming, (30) 
 2011...Otero Museum, La Junta, presentation by 

John Sells on stagecoaches in the west, (56)  
 2012...Lamar, Big Timbers Museum, presentation 

by Ron Dulle on Ten Things I’ve Learned About The 
Santa Fe Trail, lunch served by Santa Fe Trail 
Dutch Oven Cookers, (53) 
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BENT’S FORT CHAPTER 

2013 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

Name   

 

Mailing address 

 

Email        Home Phone 

 

Work Phone       Cell Phone 

 

Membership Type (s) You Are Purchasing:        ____BFC Individual $15.00       ____BFC Family $15.00 

(Check All That Apply)         ____Lifetime $500.00    ____Business/Organization $20.00 

          

Membership Type:    ____New Membership        ____Renewal         

  

Make Checks Payable to Bent’s Fort Chapter. Mail This Sheet and Check (s) to: 

EMERY MURRAY / 231 VIGIL AVE / LAS ANIMAS, CO 81054 

(719) 456-2050 / murbelo_38@yahoo.com 

Questions or Comments?  

President 
Pat Palmer 
(719) 336-4323 
gpatpalmer@hotmail.com 
Vice-President 
Marcia Will-Clifton 
(970) 690-1123 
marciawilclifton@yahoo.com 
Secretary 
LaDonna Hutton 
(719) 254-7266 
ldhutton@bresnan.com 
Treasurer 
Emery Murray 
(719) 456-2050 
murbelo_38@yahoo.com 

Membership 
Kathy Wootten 
(719) 688-9016 
bkwootten@bresnan.net 
Tours Director 
Pat Palmer 
(719) 336-4323 
gpatpalmer@hotmail.com 
Education 
Richard Carrillo 
(719) 384-8054 
cuarteljo@centurytel.net 
Trail Preservation 
Kevin Lindahl 
(719) 469-1894 
kc0riv@live.com 

Historian 
Ed Stafford 
(719) 384-8956 
claraned@bresnan.net 
Trail Marking 
Charlie Hutton 
(719) 254-7266 
cnhutton@rural-com.com 
Publications 
Rod Podszus 
(719) 339-5543 
rodpodszus@gmail.com 
Hospitality 
Don & Kitty Overmyer 
(719) 469-2484 
donandkitty@secom.net 

Santa Fe Trail Association News 

SFTA Officers, Board members, Chapter Presidents, and 
Committee Chairpersons met at the NRA Center in Whit-
tington, NM, in April 2013 to discuss a number of items vital 
to the association, including: 

 Adoption of a 10 year Strategic Plan that will give direc-
tion to SFTA until 2023. This plan is done every 10 
years and was discussed and revised at length during 
the past year. 

 Approval of a Marketing Plan that will focus on increas-
ing membership and volunteerism within SFTA. Unfor-
tunately, SFTA Member Allan Wheeler who was to 
head up this work has since resigned due to family 

health matters. However, the work he completed and 
the ideas he generated will be of great value to SFTA 
when the marketing project gets under way. 

 Approval of a plan to do oral interviews of living persons 
who have had significant impacts on SFTA during the 
past 25 years. Ruth Friesen, Wagon Tracks editor, will 
head up this project and has already completed some 
interviews.  

 Formal approval was given to launch a Geocaching 
program this year. BFC member Kevin Lindahl will be in 
charge of this project which generated tremendous ex-
citement during the meetings. 
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rodpodszus@gmail.com 

(719) 339-5543 

1507 North Weber Street 

Colorado Springs, CO 809 


