
 

 

New Mexico Tour Wows BFC Members 

Bent’s Fort Chapter 
Santa Fe Trail Association 

June 2011 Newsletter 

On May 20-22, 47 members of the Bents 
Fort Chapter toured sites in Las Vegas, 
Pecos, and Santa Fe, New Mexico. The 
Corazon de los Caminos Chapter joined 
us on Saturday at Pecos. 

Friday in Las Vegas, we toured the his-
toric 1830’s Old Town Plaza with a guide 
from the Citizen’s Committee for Histori-
cal Preservation. One of the sites noted 
on the Plaza was the Maese House, 
where in 1846 General Kearny, Com-
mander of the Army of the West, stood 
on the roof and announced (in English) 
to the (Spanish speaking) population 
that the US had just annexed the terri-
tory and that they were now citizens of 
the USA. Another interesting site was 
Bridge Street, the route of the Santa Fe 
Trail coming up from the Gallinas River. 

On Saturday, we met at Pecos National 
Historic Site where NPS Rangers Eric 
Valencia and George Clark educated us 
with 4 presentations and 2 tours of the 
site. We began with an overview of the 
peoples who have occupied and trav-
elled the site since prehistoric times. A 
recurrent theme that both Rangers wove 
through the presentations was that the 
area has always been one of commerce. 
When the Pueblo was occupied, it was a 

trade center between the Plains and 
Pueblo Indians. When the Spanish 
came, Glorieta Pass became the pre-
ferred route through the area as it was 
during Santa Fe Trail times. Today mod-
ern highways of commerce still cross the 
area. 

After lunch, we were off to Kozlowski’s 
Ranch and Stage Station, dating back to 
1808, and an important part of the Battle 
of Glorieta Pass site.  Last was a hike to 
a ridge near where northern troops and 
Colorado Militia defeated an invading 
Confederate Army. Sunday was a free 
day to explore sites in Santa Fe. 

 
DON’T 

FORGET 
These 
Future 
Events 

June 18: La Veta, 
Walsenberg, D&RG, 
Stagecoach Sites and 
Fort Francisco 

July 16: La Junta, 
Otero Museum, stage-
coaches in the West 

Sept 21-25: SFTA 
Symposium, Dodge 
City, KS 

Oct 15: tour of sites in 
Trinidad area and 
dedication of Richard 
Louden plaque 

Nov 19: Annual Edu-
cation Meeting 

Annual membership in 
both the Santa Fe Trail As-
sociation and the Bent’s 
Fort Chapter expire Decem-
ber 31. Don’t forget to re-
new for 2011. Membership 
forms are on page 5. 

Santa Fe Trail Associa-
tion, Quivera Chapter, 
Wagon Bed Springs, and 
Bent’s Fort Chapter all 
have pages on Facebook 
with lots of photos and 
news about events. 

 

Plaza, Las Vegas 

Remains of the Old Spanish Church 

Kiva Site, Pueblo 
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The History of the Bent’s Fort Chapter of the Santa Fe Trail Association...continued 

In our last newsletter, Dale & Teresa Kesterson shared the story of how Bent’s Fort Chapter began. The Kestersons also 
kept detailed records of the BFC tours and events, recording dates, places, presentors, hosts, and the number of atten-
dees. 49 events were recorded, with the first being June 25, 1994, and the last one on November 2, 2002. That list is too 
long to print here (it’s 4 pages long) but is available to anyone as a Word document. If you want a copy, send an email to 
rodpodszus@gmail.com and I’ll email it to you. Or, give me a call at 719-339-5543 and I’ll mail you a printed copy. Below is 
a sampling of the events that the Kestersons have preserved for us. 

 

June 25,1994 Bent’s Old Fort. Attendance = 16, Hosted by Craig Moore & Don Hill 

April 1,1995 Holly/Granada Area:  Trail Ruts, Pretty Encampment Site, Trail City, Old Granada-Fort 

  Union Military Freight Route, Amity Salvation Army Colony, and Camp Amache. 

  Attendance = 77. Hosted by Connie & Earl Casteel 

May 4, 1996 Sand Creek Historical Site, near Chivington, Kiowa County, Attended by 58 members and 

  friends. Hosted by Craig Moore, Dale and Teresa Kesterson 

April 5, 1997 Stage station sties, Purgatoire Canyon (Pinon Canyon Maneuver Site). Attendance  = 40. 

  Presentations by Jesse Scott, Richard Carrillo, Peyton Abbot. Hosted by Jamie Kingsbury 

Nov 7, 1998 Holly Depot: history of Holly, stories of people traveling the Santa Fe Trail, tour of historic 

  SS Ranch Buildings, Business meeting and lunch. Attendance = 20. Hosted by Angelo 

  and Joyce Passinni, Wes and Patt Campbell 

June 12, 1999 Granada Fort Union Military Freight Route, southern section in Colorado, plus other 

  historic sites. Attendance = 44. Hosted by Lolly Ming, Richard Louden 

June 10, 2000 Trinidad area: Louden-Henritze Archaeology Museum, Trinidad State College, Kit Carson Park, 

  Kit Carson Statue, Santa Fe Trail DAR Marker, Pioneer Museum, annual Trinidad Santa Fe 

  Trail Celebration. Attendance = 16. Hosted by Roger and Mary Ann Davis, Richard Louden 

June 9-10,2001 Meeting of six western Santa Fe Trail Association Chapters, Las Animas, Boggsville, La Junta. 

  Meals, programs, tours from Bent’s New Fort to Hole in the Rock. Attendance = 50. Hosted by 

  Dub Couch, Richard Carrillo, Emery Murray, LaDonna Hutton, Lolly Ming, Luella Marlman, 

  Dale & Teresa Kesterson, Mark Mitchell, Phil Petersen. 

Sept 7, 2002 Crowley area: tour of Cudahy Ranch and Crowley County Heritage Society, with presentations 

  on the ranch and other historic site.  Attendance = 60. Hosted by Deb Smith and members of 

  the Crowley County Heritage Society 

 

Here are some interesting statistics from these first 9 years: 

49 unique events were created 

1,670 individuals attended these events. (The average number per event was 34) 

63 unique individuals presented information, hosted events, or led tours 

Over 400 unique sites were noted. Mostly these sites were visited but sometimes lectures or videos about these 
places/events were presented. The actual number of sites visited is probably much higher as the tour notes often listed 
“other historic sites” in its summary. The most-frequently sites noted  and the number of times they were visited were: 
Granda Fort Union Military Freight Route (6), Fowler/Manzanola sites (4), historic ranches (4), plus at least 3 visits 
each to Comanche canyons and rock art sites, and sites at Holly, Lamar, Trinidad, Timpas, Boggsville, Bent’s Old Fort, 
and Sand Creek Massacre Site. All the sites listed can be found in the list I can email or mail to you upon request 

 

Since 2002, less detailed records have been kept.  A search of chapter reports in Wagon Tracks and old issues of the 
Bent’s Fort Chapter does yield this information: 

61 additional events have been recorded.  Probably at least 15-20 more were held but records could not be found. 

Attendance at events was seldom noted. But, when noted, attendance still was strong. The events that seemed to 
draw the highest numbers were ones that combined multiple organizations: museums, historic groups, or chapters.  

The most frequently noted events were tours/events/presentations at or about the Granda Fort Union Military Freight 
Route (6), ranch tours/canyons/rock art (5), Boggsville (5), Amache (5), and Bent’s Old Fort (3). 

Trail marking became an important activity with multiple events including marking Trail sites. 

More events took place outside of Colorado: Boise City, Cimarron, Raton, Point-of-Rocks, etc. 

Service projects have declined or are not mentioned. During the early years of the chapter it seems that there were 
more events devoted to cleaning up Trail sites such as the Timpas area. 
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The April 8, 2011, edition of USA 
Today, headlined “Civil War 150 
Years Later, America’s Greatest 
Conflict Echoes Through Genera-
tions. Descendants Deal with Lega-
cies of their Forebears.” In 4 days, 
April 12, would mark the 150th anni-
versary of South Carolina’s firing on 
Ft. Sumter in Charleston Harbor. 
Descendants of the Civil War era, 
an insurmountably long and costly 
four-year war, still live along the 
Santa Fe Trail in the Arkansas Val-
ley of Colorado. 

It wasn’t too far a reach for the Un-
ionists in Denver to fear a Southern 
or Secessionist population in the 
Arkansas Valley. As the War of Re-
bellion broke out in the East, the first 
territorial Governor William Gilpin (in 
1860 one of the only people to vote 
Republican and for Lincoln in Jack-
son County, Missouri), recognized 
the sympathies were strong in Colo-
rado for the Confederates. 

Ranchers, traders, and established 
members of the valley community 
like Gilpin’s friends William Bent, 
Albert G. & Van Daniel Boone and 
Zan Hicklin and others were known 
to avert their eyes when sympathiz-
ers crossed their path. After all, as 
much as half the population in Colo-
rado Territory came from the South 
and border states like Missouri. 
Georgians, including Cherokees, 
discovered Colorado’s gold in the 
early 1850’s, hence the Cherokee 
Trail along the Front Range. Places 
like Mace’s Hole, southwest of 

Pueblo and along the St. Charles or 
Rio San Carlos and the Greenhorn 
Mountains were known hideouts of 
suspected guerillas. 

If suspicions of white rebels weren’t 
enough, when George Bent, Chey-
enne half-blood son of William, re-
appeared on the Arkansas in early 
1863, there was little doubt that 
there were “red rebels” in the mix. 
George had been in Landis’ Battery 
of Green’s Regiment and under old 
family friend Confederate General 
Sterling Price’s army and he’d 
fought the “blue coats” and was cap-
tured at the fall of Corinth, Missis-
sippi, in October 1832 

(Note...Jeff Campbell is a re-
searcher, historian, and published 
writer. He is also a member of BFC. 
Let’s hope Jeff will find time to con-
tinue this topic in future newsletters. 
Also, article was written prior to the 
April 12 date that Mr. Campbell ref-
erences above.) 

The Civil War and the Arkansas Valley, By Jeff Campbell 

One topic that is constantly dis-
cussed is, “How can we get more 
young people interested in the Santa 
Fe Trail?”. Well, SFTA members 
Chris Day and Marcia Fox have the 
answer: take middle school age kids 
on a camping trip along the Trail. 

Make it last 12 days, feed them lots 
of free food, take them to sites like 
Pawnee Rock, Ralph’s Ruts, 
McNees Crossing, Santa Fe, Taos, 
Boggsville, and Bent’s Old Fort. 

Then, bring along trail experts like 
Jeff Trottman and John Carson to 
interpret the sites and bring to life 
famous trail characters. 

Marcia and Chris have been taking 
this trip for years and have intro-
duced 100’s of students to the won-
der of this national trail. These stu-
dents write BLOGS, create Face-
book pages, do Twitter postings, 
and create online photo albums 

about their journey. Some even write 
about the trail for their senior high 
school final essay. 

On Tuesday June 7, the current 
group—81 students plus about 25 
chaperones—arrived in Lamar 
where BFC members treated them 
to a dinner of hamburgers, hot dogs, 
beans, chips, and cold drinks. To 
view more pictures of this evening 
meal, go to the Bent’s Fort Chapter 
page on Facebook. 

Kansas Students Touring the Santa Fe Trail 
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Santa Fe Trail Association Symposium 2011, Dodge City 

Page 4  

 A Book Review, by Michael Schaubs 

 

 

I recently received a copy of Volume 
One of Fur Trade Encyclopedia: 
Firearms of the Fur Trade by James 
A Hanson with Dick Harmon, published 
by the Museum of the Fur Trade, 2011, 
ISBN 978-0912611-18-1. This volume 
is the first of seven volumes to be pub-
lished documenting the trade goods of 
the fur trade. 

At nearly 600 oversized pages and 
over 1,000 mostly color illustrations, 
this work is certainly destined to be-
come one of the definitive studies of 
the history and evolution of the trade 
gun in North America. The book covers 
guns from the earliest 1600’s through 
to the late models for the Hudson’s Bay 
Company in the early 1900’s, including 
Dutch French, English, English govern-
ment, U.S. and U.S. government              
models. 

Perhaps the greatest shortcoming of 
the volume is that the authors assume 
that the reader has a certain level of 
knowledge of early firearms and their 
parts prior to taking up this book. For 
example, the terms wheel-lock, trans-
verse gear, or bridle, are used in the 
discussion of early trade guns and 
locks, but there are no diagrams or 
photos to illustrate what is being de-
scribed. 

The volume is priced at $120 for mem-
bers of the Museum, a cost which may 
seem steep until you consider than an 
advanced college level text book in the 
sciences typically goes for $250 or 
more. In addition, only 1,000 copies of 
each volume are to be published, insur-
ing that these will become much sought 
after references in the future.  

Future volumes of the Fur Trade Ency-
clopedia will include: 

Volume 2: Gun Accessories & 
Hand Weapons of the Fur Trade 

Volume 3: Tools & Utensils of the 
Fur Trade 

Volume 4: Clothing & Textiles of 
the Fur Trade 

Volume 5: Provisions of the Fur 
Trade 

Volume 6: Ornaments & Art Sup-
plies of the Fur Trade 

Volume 7: Addenda & Cumulative 
Index 

 

The volumes are not being published in 
order. The next volume scheduled to 
be published is Volume 4: Clothing &  
Textiles of the Fur Trade, and is prom-
ised to be released sometime in 2012. 

(This book review first appeared in the 
February 2011 issue of the newsletter 
of the Bent’s Old Fort Historical Asso-
ciation and it is reprinted with Mr. 
Schaubs’ permission. Mr. Schaubs has 
a website, http://www.mman.us, that is 
a goldmine of information about moun-
tain men and the fur trade. The photo 
below is of Mr. Schaubs at the Pow 
Wow in the Garden of the Gods, 2010. 
The Museum of the Fur Trade is lo-
cated in Chadron, Nebraska, and can 
be visited at http://www.furtrade.org.) 

This September, the 2011 Sympo-
sium is one you won’t want to miss! 
We’re celebrating the 25th Anniver-
sary of the SFTA. Plus, the Sympo-
sium is only about 3 hours away for 
most of our members. 

The event will 
kick off in grand 
style on 
Wednesday 
September 
21with a concert 
by Michael Mar-
tin Murphey in 
the new Ma-
gouirk Confer-
ence Center. 

This event is open to the public and 
ticket will be available in June. at the 
Last Chance Store, 888-321-7341 or 
www.lastchancestore.org. 

Thursday, registration opens and 
silent auctions and other events are 
happening. Thursday night features 
a great meal and entertainment at 
old Fort Dodge. Friday and Saturday 
will feature speakers in the morning 
and tours along the trail in the after-
noon. On Friday evening, a special 
event and meal will take place at the 
Boot Hill Museum. Saturday evening  
will feature the awards presentations 
and 25th Anniversary celebrations at 
the Magouirk Center. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special motel rates are available at 
the Dodge House Motel. To register 
for the Symposium, call Leo Oliva at 
888-321-7341 or you can register on
-line at www.lastchancestore.org. 
For further information, you can also 
contact Jim Sherer, 620-224-7377. 
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BENT’S FORT CHAPTER 

2011 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

Name   

 

Mailing address 

 

Email        Home Phone 

 

Work Phone       Cell Phone 

 

Membership Type (s) You Are Purchasing:        ____BFC Individual $15.00       ____BFC Family $15.00 

(Check All That Apply)         ____Lifetime $500.00    ____Business/Organization $20.00 

          

Membership Type:    ____New Membership        ____Renewal         

  

Make Checks Payable to Bent’s Fort Chapter. Mail This Sheet and Check (s) to: 

EMERY MURRAY / 231 VIGIL AVE / LAS ANIMAS, CO 81054 

(719) 456-2050 / murbelo_38@yahoo.com 

Questions or Comments?  

Pat Palmer 
President 
(719) 336-4323 
gpatpalmer@hotmail.com 

Bonnie Ratliff 

Vice-President 
(719) 469-5088 

bonnie@rural-com.com 

LaDonna Hutton 

Secretary SFTA Board of 
Directors 
(719) 254-7266 

ldhutton@bresnan.com 
 

Emery Murray 
Treasurer 
(719) 456-2050 
murbelo_38@yahoo.com 

Betty Murray 

Membership 
(719) 456-2050 

murbelo_38@yahoo.com 

Lolly Ming 

Tours & Website 
(719) 523-6968 
Star33@yahoo.com 

 
 

Richard Carrillo 
Education & Nominating 
(719) 384-8054 
cuarteljo@centurytel.net 

Dub Couch 

Trail Preservation 
(719) 254-3000 

dubcouch@ria.net 

Charlie Hutton 

Trail Marking 
(719) 254-7266 
cnhutton@bresnan.com 

 
 

Rod Podszus 
Publications, SFTA Board of 
Directors 
(719) 339-5543 

rodpodszus@gmail.com 

Mike Olsen 
SFTA  Vice-President 
(719) 590-1048 
mpolsen1@comcast.net 

Don Lowman 

Past President 

Up-to-the-Minute BFC / SFTA News 

Santa Fe Trail Placemats /Maps 
are now available. Last year BFC 
members gave away almost 
40,000 of these mats to area res-
taurants, motels, caterers, country 
clubs, schools, and caterers. Call 
Rod at 719-339-5543 if you would 
like some to distribute. They are 
free and are a great way to pro-
mote the Trail. They also help pro-
mote tourism in our area. 

Three of your fellow BFC members 
are running for SFTA Board and 
Officer positions: LaDonna Hutton, 

Tom Pelikan, and Rod Podszus. If 
you’re a member of SFTA, don’t 
forget to mail in your ballot. 

Our BFC membership now stands 
at 105 PAID members. Since many 
of these are family memberships, 
we probably have between 150—
200 active members in our chapter. 

Ruth Friesen, the new Editor of 
Wagon Tracks, will officially take 
over her duties with the November 
2011 issue. Ms. Friesen is an ac-
complished and award-winning 
editor who already is hard at work 

meeting with NPS officials, attend-
ing chapter meetings, and travel-
ling up and down the Trail.  

As expected, NPS funding is down 
this year which means SFTA activi-
ties such as marking, preservation, 
publications, and events will suffer. 
Write your congressman! 

The new SFTA website is adding 
new content and features daily.  
www.santafetrail.org. is the ad-
dress. Be sure to check out the 
revamped BFC page. 
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rodpodszus@gmail.com 

(719) 339-5543 

1507 North Weber Street 

Colorado Springs, CO 809 


