
 

 

Trail City Presentation Draws Big Crowd 

Bent’s Fort Chapter 
Santa Fe Trail Association 

January 2013 Newsletter 

Over 50 members and guests of the 
Bent’s Fort Chapter of the Santa Fe 
Trail Association attended the October 
meeting at Holly. Following a meal of 

beef stew, cake, and drinks, prepared 
and served by the Dutch Oven Cook-
ers, members gathered in the city 
building for a program on fabled Trail 
City, once located in the No Man's 
Land between Bent County (now Prow-
ers), Colorado, and the Kansas line. 

Speaker for the occasion was Mark 
Bagley, who gave a brief history of the 
town's short life before he led a cara-
van to the state line for a walking tour 
of the presumed town site on the Old 
National Trail. Situated where it was, in 
a three-mile strip between the state 
lines and unclaimed by neither state 
1876-78, it was an area subject to no 
regulations by cattlemen's associa-
tions, so cattle being driven up the trail 
from Texas and Indian Country to be 
loaded on the trains in Montana were 
not inspected and denied for ticks. The 
cattle, perhaps midway on their ap-

proximately 160-mile journey to the rail-
head, could rest in feedlots there and 
drink from two creeks that supplied wa-
ter. 
Nor were the cowpunchers subject to 
the laws of either state. This was a 
wide open town in its heyday, boasting 
at least two saloons-bordellos-
gambling halls, a hotel, houses, real 
estate offices, a saddle and harness 
store, loading chutes, and a livery sta-
ble, along with "sunflowers and SOBs."  

There were 20,000 to 30,000 head of 
cattle arriving at a time, in those days, 
and Martin Culver, wealthy Texan, 
town planner, and owner of the town in-
partnership, charged the cow outfits 
two cents a head as he demanded they 
be driven north up an arroyo running 
from south to north and under the 
Santa Fe Railroad trestle by the town. 
At times, there were as many as 
80,000 cattle waiting to be processed, 
which took weeks, during which time 
the trail-weary cowboys could recreate 
themselves in town and feed the mer-
chants' greed. (Continued on Page 2)  
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The number of residents rose to as many as 500 in 
flush seasons and dwindled to as few as 200 when 
need was less. Prostitution was a large commodity in 
town with brothels open all the time, and often the 
"ladies" rode out to meet the visitors, naked "as 
Godiva, advertising their wares all the way out," and 
riding back to town behind the punchers.  
It is estimated that one million cattle went through Trail 
City in its two-year history. 
By the 1930s, a lot of dust had blown in to cover the 
long-abandoned site completely. 

Also attending the 
gathering in the 
city building and 
offering additional 
information on 
area history was 
Lori Lennen, a 
proprietor of the 
Trail City Bed and 
Breakfast in Coo-
lidge, Kansas, a 

renovated building that purportedly had been a saloon 
in Trail City prior to its being moved the three miles to 
Coolidge in the late 1800s. She informed the SFTA 
that, as a result of the prostitutes' behavior in Trail City, 
there is still an ordinance against women riding naked 
in Coolidge today. 
She told that Martin Culver came first to Dodge City 
from Texas before moving to Trail City and then Coo-
lidge. As a leading citizen of Coolidge, he decided to 
charge the Santa Fe RR a toll to pass through town. 
When they refused to pay, he had the engine chained 
to the tracks and held hostage. This made the railroad 
workers so angry they took Coolidge apart--literally--
and carried some of the building materials as far away 
as La Junta. 
She was accompanied to the meeting by her mother 
and co-owner of the bed and breakfast, Larue Lennen, 
who sold and signed copies of her book, "Trail City," 
before the field trip to the Trail City site began. 
Trail City, as we saw it, when led there by speaker 
Mark Bagley, is an overgrown flat bordered on the east 
by a dirt road that roughly follows the CO / KS state 
line, on the south by the Amtrak and BNSF railroad 
track, and on the west by the same arroyo that passed 
under the railroad trestle used to count the cows. U.S. 
Highway 50 forms the north boundary. We moved from 
one to the other as a group, discussing the details we 
had learned and making conjectures about the scene 
before us. 

It was far, far from the "Hell's Half Acre" of this true 
Wild West town. Only in our imaginations might we 
have heard the gunfire, the laughter, the rattle of chips and 
clink of glasses, and the ambient lowing of cattle. But imagi-
nation conjures powerful ghosts for those of us who listen. 
(Much Thanks to Ed Stafford for the images and description 
of this event.) 
 

Don Seamans, Fort Lyon Archaeology 
 

On November 10th, 45 BFC members met at the Las 
Animas Senior Center to hear Don Seamans speak on 
the history of Fort Lyon. Mr. Seamans is a long-time 

resident of 
southeast-
ern Colo-
rado and 
has 
amassed 
a large 
collection 
of histori-
cal arti-
facts. 

His talk 
focused 

on the history of both old and new Fort Lyons and their 
roles in maintaining peace on the frontier. 

The original Fort Lyon was located next to Bent’s New 
Fort and flooded badly in 1866 as it was only 3 feet 
above the Arkansas River. In 1867 it was located 20 
miles west to its present location near Las Animas. 
This facility has been used as a frontier fort, a Navy TB 
sanatorium, a veteran’s hospital, and a corrections in-
stitution. Today the site is unused and maintained by 
just a few caretakers.  

Trail City Presentation Draws Big Crowd...Continued 
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Bent’s Fort Chapter Plans for 2013 Promise Exciting Year 

Thanks to all the wonderful suggestions from BFC mem-
bers, we're going to have a fantastic year of tours and 
presentations in 2013. We'll begin in January with a spe-
cial presentation on Santa Fe Trail merchant James Aull. 
Roger Slusher, the President of the Santa Fe Trail Asso-
ciation, will be our guest presenter. Roger is an educator 
and historian from Lexington, Missouri, who has spent 
years researching the Aull family. 

During the 1830’s and 1840’s, 
one of the most respected 
businesses associated with 
the Santa Fe Trail was owned 
by the Aull family of Lexing-
ton, MO. Brothers John, 
James, and Robert owned 
stores in Liberty, Richmond, 

Independence, and Lexington that sold a wide variety of 
merchandise to Santa Fe Trail traders. 

In 1846 James with partner Samuel Owens joined the 
most famous and best documented caravan ever to travel 
the Trail. They carried $70,000 worth of merchandise...an 
amount equal to $2,058,700 in 2012 dollars. What hap-
pened on that journey is a fascinating story of adventure 
and tragedy.  

We'll have two trail marking 
days, one in March and an-
other in September, to put up 
more National Park Service 
signs showing where the 
Santa Fe Trail went in our 
area. 

In April we'll return to Boggs-
ville for our annual clean up 
day. We're going to try to 
make this day a valley-wide 

volunteer day to let more peo-
ple know about this site and 
the Santa Fe Trail 

In May we'll have a tour of the 
historic sites on the US Army's 
Pinion Canyon Maneuver Site. 
Normally, this property is off-
limits to visitors but BFC mem-
ber Dotti Russell has worked 
hard to gain access to it for a 

rare opportunity to tour some of the homesteads, camps, 
ranches, and trails that are on the land. 

In June we'll have two events. On June 3rd, we’ll be feed-
ing about 100 Kansas school children who will be making 
their bi-annual trek across the Santa Fe Trail. Dedicated 
teachers in Wamego, KS, have introduced 1,000’s of stu-
dents to the Trail with these tours and Chapters along the 

Trail participate by 
feeding lunches 
and dinners to the 
group. On June 
8th,  we’ll have a 
special tour of his-
toric sites on pri-
vate ranches along 
Hwy 350 between 
La Junta and Trini-
dad. We're hopeful that some of these sites will be Santa 
Fe Trail remains seldom seen. Our tour leader will be a 
3rd generation descendent of original settlers in the area. 

In July we’ll hear a presentation on the Cherokee Trail, a 
wagon trail that originated in southeastern Oklahoma dur-
ing the gold rush years of the 1840’s and 1850’s This trail 
joined the Santa Fe Trail near McPherson, Kansas, and 
followed it to Bent’s Fort. It then followed known wagon 
roads to Pueblo where it connected with the Trapper’s 
Trail up to the Oregon Trail in Wyoming. 

In August we’ll be in Pueblo to learn more about historic 
sites in that area and how they relate to southeastern 
Colorado history. Last year we learned about Charles 
Autobees and his trading settlements along the Trapper’s 
and Santa Fe Trails. The forts and settlements along the 
upper Arkansas River Valley had trade relationships with 
Bent’s Fort and are important to our history. 

In September we’re privileged to have a Santa Fe Trail 
Symposium close to us in Ulysses, Kansas. The theme is 
“Surviving the Plains” and the speakers and tours should 
make this event a great one. 

In October, a new wayside exhibit 
will be dedicated at the site of 
Bent’s New Fort near Lamar. This 
site has been closed to the public 
for over 150 years and will now be 
open to visitors. Our chapter antici-
pates that this site will become a 
significant draw for tourists and 
historians. 

In November, we’re all going 
to Taos for a weekend of tour-
ing of historic sites in that 
area. The homes of Kit Car-
son and Governor Bent, the 
old cemeteries, Turley’s 
Whiskey Mill in Arroyo Hondo, 
the Pueblo, and many more 
sites will be wonderful to see. 

As always, schedules are subject to change and weather 
conditions. The drought and high summer temperatures in 
recent years have curtailed some of our tours. Stay tuned 
for further details. 
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The Hip Bone’s Connected to the...Santa Fe Trail 

 

John Hopper 

Oregon Trail 

California Trail 
Pony Express 

Trapper’s Trail 

Mormon Trail 

Smoky Hill Trail 

Cherokee Trail 

Old Spanish Trail 
El Camino Real de 

Tierra Adentro Trail 

El Camino Real de los 

Tejas Trail 

Santa Fe Trail 

Some of the lyrics of the old spiritual Dem Bones are... 
 
 The hip bone's connected to the back bone, 
 The back bone's connected to the neck bone, 
 The neck bone's connected to the head bone, 
 Now shake dem skeleton bones. 
 
It’s all connected and so are many of our national his-
toric trails. Major trails connect to other major trails and 
countless spurs and branches links trails together into 
one vast commercial and immigration network.  

The map above illustrates how 11 trails in our south-

western area are connected. First, some disclaimers: 

1) The map above is not an official National Park Ser-

vice map. It is a composite map using some NPS infor-

mation plus additional trail information gathered from 

trail websites.  

2) It is not intended to show the exact precise route of 

some of the trails, such as the Trappers’ Trail. The trails 

have been hand drawn and are intended to show ap-

proximate routes. Think of these additional trails as cor-

ridors rather than exact routes like modern highways. So 

if a trail is not exactly where you think it should be, 

don’t shoot your editor!   

For a brief description of the above trails, see page 4. 
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Historic Western Trails 

The Santa Fe Trail was primarily a com-

mercial highway connecting Missouri and 
Santa Fe, New Mexico between the years 
1821-1880. From 1821 until 1846, it was an 
international commercial highway used by 
Mexican and American traders. In 1846, the 

Mexican-American War began. The Army of the West fol-
lowed the Santa Fe Trail to invade New Mexico. When the 
Treaty of Guadalupe ended the war in 1848, the Santa Fe 
Trail became a national road connecting the United States 
to the new southwest territories. 

The Oregon National Historic Trail 
was the pathway to the Pacific for fur trad-
ers, gold seekers, missionaries, and oth-
ers. Wagons began traveling the trail in 
1836 and by 1843 1,000’s of Americans 
were on the trail. 

California National Historic Trail: 
The road to California carried over 
250,000 gold-seekers and farmers to the 
gold fields and rich farmlands of California 
during the 1840s and 1850s—the greatest 
mass migration in American history.  

Mormon Pioneer National Historic 
Trail: Led by Brigham Young, roughly 

70,000 Mormons traveled along the Mor-
mon Trail from 1846 to 1869 in order to 
escape religious persecution. The Pio-
neer Company of 1846-1847 established 
a route from Nauvoo, IL, to Salt Lake 
City, UT, covering about 1,300 miles.  

The El Camino Real de los Tejas 
(The Royal Road to the Tejas) linked 
Mexico with Texas and western Louisi-
ana during the Spanish Colonial Period 
of 1690-1821. The Spanish expeditions 
first used this American Indian-blazed 
trail late in the 17th Century to fend off 

French encroachment but over time established a series 
of missions and military posts between Mexico City, Mex-
ico and Los Adaes, Louisiana, the provincial capital of 
Texas from 1722 to 1772. Later, in the 19th Century, a 
network of roads associated with El Camino Real evolved 
to facilitate immigration and settlement.  

The El Camino Real de Tierra Adentro 
(The Royal Road of the Interior) recognizes 
the primary route between the colonial 
Spanish capital of Mexico City and the 
Spanish provincial capitals at San Juan de 
Los Caballeros (1598-1600); San Gabriel 

(1600-1609); and Santa Fe (1610-1821). The national his-
toric trail extends 404 miles from El Paso, Texas, to San 
Juan Pueblo, New Mexico. 

The Old Spanish Trail was a pack mule 
trail linking land-locked New Mexico with 
coastal California between 1829 and 1848. 
Over this trail moved people, goods, and 
ideas.  

 

The Pony Express National Historic 
Trail was used by young men on fast 
horses to carry the nation's mail from 
Missouri to California in the unprece-
dented time of only ten days. The relay 
system became the nation's most direct 
and practical means of east-west com-

munications before the telegraph, and it played a vital role 
in aligning California with the Union in the years just be-
fore the Civil War.  

The Cherokee Trail is not to be con-
fused with the Trail of Tears. The 
Cherokee Trail began in the 1840’s as 
a wagon route from Tahlequah, Okla-
homa, to the gold fields of California. 
It linked up with the Santa Fe Trail 

near present day McPherson, Kansas, followed the SFT to 
Bent’s Fort, then on to Pueblo where it connected with the 
Trappers’ Trail and headed north until it intersected with 
the Oregon, California, and Mormon Trails near present 
day Rawlins, Wyoming. 

Beginning in 1859, the Smoky Hill 
Trail ran from Atchison, Kansas, on 
the Missouri River, west to Denver, 
Colorado. It began as a route to the 
Colorado gold fields, both for parties 
of miners seeking their own way, and 
for individuals who took the stage 

coaches of the Leavenworth and Pike’s Peak Express 
Company. Later it was the main route of the Butterfield’s 
Overland Dispatch stage and freighting line.  

The Taos/Trappers’ Trail is an an-
cient trail that followed a route from 
Taos, New Mexico, north into Colo-
rado, east over the Sangre de Cristo 
Pass, down the Huerfano River to 

Pueblo, and then north up to Wyoming. It connects with 
and predates sections of the Santa Fe, Cherokee, Smoky 
Hill, and Oregon Trails. Whiskey traders from Taos and fur 
trappers from the north used this trail. 
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(This article by Marc Simmons originally appeared in 
the February 2002 issue of Wagon Tracks and is be-
ing reprinted with the permission of  both the author 
and the editor.) 
 
In 1833, the St. Louis brothers Charles and William 
Bent began construction of a huge adobe fur-trading 
post in southeastern Colorado. Called Bent’s Fort, it 
was located on the north bank of the Arkansas River, 
astride the Santa Fe Trail. 

In those days, the Ar-
kansas formed the in-
ternational boundary 
between the United 
States and the Repub-
lic of Mexico. From the 

walls of Bent’s Fort, a man could look across the river 
into the province of New Mexico. 

William Bent married a 
Cheyenne woman. So, her 
tribe traded most of its buf-
falo robes and other furs at 
the fort. His older brother 
Charles established a 
home in Taos with his wife, 
Ignacio Jaramillo. And he 
opened mercantile stores 
there and in Santa Fe.  

From Missouri, the brothers brought out three slaves 
and put them to work at the fort. They were a couple, 
Dick and Charlotte Green, and Dick Green’s brother, 
Andrew. 

The two men performed many tasks associated with 
the fort’s flourishing business. One historian has sug-
gested that they probably served as butlers at occa-
sional fancy banquets, given whenever people of rank 
passed through. 

The real star of the 
Green family, however, 
was Charlotte. A large 
genial woman, she ruled 
the kitchen and its Indian 
helpers iron handedly. 
Within her own domain, 
no one trifled with Char-
lotte Green. 

Throughout the southern plains and the Rocky Moun-
tains, she gained a reputation for two accomplish-
ments. The first was for her amazing cooking skills. 

One source rated her “a culinary divinity.” 

No fur trapper or Santa Fe Trail merchant bound for 
Bent’s Fort failed to quicken his step as he drew near, 
knowing he would soon be treated to one of Char-
lotte’s justly famous meals. The cook was best known 
for her pies, particularly pumpkin. 

Charlotte’s second 
talent lay in the field 
of entertainment. 
She was an able 
and vigorous 
dancer and was in 
great demand as a 
partner during wild 
fandangos held 
regularly at Bent’s Fort. 

Col. Henry Inman would later describe Charlotte 
Green at these mountain-man dances as always “the 
center of attention, the belle of the evening.” He 
added: “She knew her worth and danced accord-
ingly.” 

Indeed, Charlotte was often heard to say: “I am the 
only lady in whole damn Indian country.” By that she 
meant the only female American. 

At the outbreak of the Mexican War (1846), Gen. 
Stephen W. Kearny stopped briefly at the fort with his 
army. He was entertained at a special fandango. 

After seizing Santa Fe on August 18, Kearny ap-
pointed Charles Bent as the first American civil gover-
nor. Leaving his family in Taos, Charles rode to Santa 
Fe and established a second residence in the old pal-
ace on the Plaza. He also brought Dick Green down 
from the fort to fill the role of man-servant, befitting 
Bent’s new station as governor. 

The following January, Charles Bent went to Taos for 
a visit, ignoring rumors that a rebel-
lion was in the offing. Green was left 
in Santa Fe. 

The morning after Charles's arrival 
in Taos, a mob including Indians 
from the pueblo stormed his house 
and shot him full of arrows. Upton 
receipt of the news in Santa Fe, an 
army force was dispatched north-
ward to put down the uprising. 

Dick Green, grief-stricken over the 
killing of his master, asked permission to accompany 

(continued on page 7) 

Servant Couple Dick and Charlotte Green Created a Legacy at Bent ’ s Fort 
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 Servant Couple Dick and Charlotte Green Created a Legacy at Bent’s Fort...continued 

the troops. He was given arms and his wish was 
granted. 

The American 
soldiers sur-
rounded the forti-
fied Taos Pueblo 
church, where 
the rebels had 
taken refuge. Af-

ter chopping a hole in the nave’s adobe wall, the at-
tackers tossed in primitive grenades. 

Explosions rocked the interior, but many of the de-
fenders remained alive. The men outside peered into 
that smoking hell, but hesitated to enter. Dick Green, 
with a yell, rushed in shooting. Where he led, others 
followed, and the church soon fell. Dick Green was 
severely wounded but survived and was taken back 
to Bent’s Fort. 

In gratitude for his heroism, William Bent granted 
freedom to the Greens. 

They left the fort in a wagon train headed for Mis-
souri the following may and dropped from history’s 
view. Colorado author, Mark L. Gardner, however, 
tells me that Charlotte Green, alone, shows up on 
the 1850 St. Louis census. Either the marriage had 
split up, or as seems more likely, Dick had died from 
effects of his war wound. 

What a book Charlotte Green’s life would make, if we 
only had more information. 

(Recent inquiries to both Messrs Simmons and Gard-
ner have turned up no new information about the 
Greens after they left Bent’s Fort. If any reader has 
more information, your editor would love to print it. 

Our chapter will visit Taos this fall and will have the 
opportunity to visit the sites mentioned above.) 

A Look Back at the Bent’s Fort Chapter of the Santa Fe Trail Association 

What was our chapter doing in prior years during the 
first quarter of the year? () = number of participants. 
 March 1998...tour of Big Tim-

bers Museum, Lamar, plus video 
on Sand Creek and slide show” 
Wagon Tracks Across  South-
east Colorado, by Luella 
Marlman, (20) 

 March 1999...meeting at Rocky 
Ford Museum, history of Rocky 
Ford and river crossing site, hosted by Charlie 
and LaDonna Hutton, (40) 

 March 2000...Boggsville presentation by Richard 
Carrillo, (20) 

 March 2001...OJC, program on Sand Creek Mas-
sacre, hosted by Richard 
Carrillo, (8) 

 January 2004...at Otero Mu-
seum, presentation by Mike 
Olsen, “Fleeting Fame: Fad-
ing Heroes of the Santa Fe 
Trail” 

 March 2004...tour of sites in 
Trinidad, led by Richard 
Louden, (21) 

 January 2005...at Otero Museum, “Pictures and 
Stories of the Early Higbee Settlers”, by Luella 
Marlman and John Carson 

 January 2008...annual meeting and presentation 

by Inez Ross on the life of Marion Sloan Russell 
 January 2009...annual meeting at John Martin 

Reservoir, presentation of Kit Carson 
 March 2009...placement of stone marker at 

Lyman Edgar Ranch, presentation by Mr. Edgar 
on history of Timpas area, (40) 

 January 2010...at Senior Center, Las Animas, 
presentation by Brooke Stafford (NPS) on Redis-
covery Project, and presentation by SFTA Man-
ager Joanne VanCoevern on Trail preservation 
work 

 January 2011...at Senior 
Center, Las Animas, pres-
entation by Jeff Trottman on 
mapping and marking the 
Santa Fe Trail 

 March 2011...at End of the 
Line Arena, Granada, Dutch 
Oven Cooking, Towner School Bus Tragedy 
presentation, tour of Camp Amache in horse-
drawn wagons, (62) 

 January 2012...at Senior Center, 
Las Animas, presentation by Ed 
Stafford on The Civil War: A South-
ern Exposure, Civil War era music 
by Clara Lee and Ed Stafford, (73) 

 March 2012...trail marking day, 
marked the trail in 3 locations, (19) 
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BENT’S FORT CHAPTER 
2013 PLANNING MEETING MINUTES 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2012 
BOSS HOGG’S RESTAURANT 

 

I. TOURS & SPEAKERS 

A. Discussion Items (Activities, Projects, Tour Ideas, etc.)  

 Rod Podszus: Volunteerism:  Rod suggested activities that could attract young people. 

1. Geocaching attracts young people and young families.  Joanne VanCoevern will be preparing 

Geo-Cache boxes for each of the SFTA chapters.  It will be up to the individual chapters to 

decide where to place them and to maintain them. 

2. Active Volunteer Promotion:  Rod suggested that the chapter widely promote the Boggsville 

Clean-up Day to bring in young volunteers including perhaps students, boys and girl scouts, 

and young people interested in history.  Richard Carrillo, Rod Podszus and Ed Stafford will 

organize a committee to plan this activity. 

 Ron Dulle’s Tour Proposal:  Ron proposed a tour to the Pueblo area including, but not limited to, the Southeast 

Colorado Heritage Center, the El Pueblo Museum, Fort Pueblo archaeological site, and Adobe Village. 

 Dotti Russell’s PCMS Tour Proposal:  Dotti proposed a tour to the Pinon Canyon Maneuver Site.  She had commu-

nicated with Rebecca Goodwin on ideas of sites to see on PCMS.  Dotti will make arrangements for this tour. 

 Rick Wallner’s Discussion Item – No Report 

J Joanne VanCoevern’s Activity Idea (BNF Wayside Exhibit Dedication):  Joanne suggested an October tour to the 

Wayside Exhibits that will be in place at Bent’s New Fort. 

 Others:  Dotty Russell read a proposal from Rebecca Goodwin suggesting a ranch tour and Highway 350 sites tour.  

Kevin Lindahl volunteered to work with Rebecca on this tour. 

 

B. 2013 Tours, Speakers, Dates and Leaders 

 January 19, 2013 – Annual Meeting – Roger Slusher, SFTA President 

 February16, 2013 – No meeting 

 March 16, 2013 – Trail Marking and Visit Delbert Jones Farm Days Event 

 April 20, 2013 – Boggsville Clean-up Day 

 May 18, 2013 – Pinon Canyon Maneuver Site Tour 

 June 3, 2013 – Wamego Kids Picnic 

 June 8, 2013 – Goodwin Ranch & Hwy. 350 Tour 

 July 20, 2013 – Lee Whiteley Cherokee Trail Presentation 

 August 17, 2013 – Pueblo Area Tour 

 September 14 or 21, 2013 – Trail Marking 

 September 26-29, 2013 – Santa Fe Trail Symposium, Ulysses, KS 

 October 19, 2013 – Bent’s New Fort Wayside Exhibit Dedication 

 November 16-17, 2013 – Taos Area Overnight Tour 

 December __, 2013 – 2014 Planning Meeting 

 

II. Projects 

Service Project: (Boggsville Clean-Up): April 20, 2013. Clean-up Day will also include a stone-post placement and a geo-cache 

box placement. 

Trail Marking 

 National Park Service Signage Project: Signs will be placed March 16, 2013 and also September 14 or 21, 2013  
III. Other Project Ideas 

 Ming Ranch Tour on Granada/Fort Union Military Freight Route 

 Sangre de Cristo Trail 

 Santa Fe Rail Line from Granada to Fort Union 

 New Fort Lyon 

 Possible Speakers: 

Richard Carrillo on Beyond Cortez 

Colorado Rail Passenger Association Representative 

Daniel Gordon on New Fort Lyon 

III. OFFICER NOMINATIONS 

Don Overmyer volunteered to serve as Nominating Committee Chairperson.  A slate of officers will be presented at the Annual 

Meeting in January, 2013. 
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Bent’s Fort Chapter Meeting Notes...continued 

IV. MEMBERSHIP IDEAS – It was decided that membership reminder letters be “direct mailed” to all members.  It was also decided to include 

Canyons & Plains Membership Application and the Friends of Boggsville Membership Application with the chapter membership mailing.  

Emery Murray reported there was money in the budget to cover the postage for this Membership Campaign.  It was also discussed that 

the following are membership enticement ideas are successful. 

Outstanding tours and Activities 

Newsletters and Other Publications 

Brochure Distribution 

Patronize Cards (A slight change in wording was suggested from “Patronized by” to “Visited by”.  Rod Podszus said he would be glad 

to order some new ones from Vista. 

Membership Packets – Rod Podszus discussed the idea of presenting all new members with a nice membership packet including such 

items as a SFTA pin and/or embroidered badge, Informational brochures, etc. 

Gift Memberships 

V. BUDGET 

Emery Murray, Treasurer, presented a proposed 2013 Budget.  Final approval will be voted on at the Annual Meeting in January, 2013. 

VI. 2013 OJC EDUCATOR WORKSHOP 

Santa Fe Trail Educator Workshop will be held June 10-11, 2013 at Boggsville.  The chapter will apply for a SFTA Education Grant to 

provide five $50 Scholarships. 

Living History Encampment Educator Workshop – June 5-9.  Applications have been sent out for this class at Bent’s Old Fort. 

 

VII. PUBLICITY/TECHNOLOGY/WEBSITE 

Ed Stafford recommended a series of articles leading up to the chapter activities be submitted to local newspapers.  Rod Podszus will do 

this and asked members to give him contact information for all local newspapers along the trail. 

VIII. 2013 ANNUAL MEETING 

Date:  January 19, 2013 

Speaker suggestion:  Roger Slusher 

Location:  Suggestions were  

 Rawlings Building, Las Animas, Richard Carrillo will look into this. 

 La Junta Golf Course, Don Overmyer will look into this. 

IX. GRANTS AVAILABLE – Throughout the year, the chapter will apply for grants for mapping and marking, speaker grants, etc. 

X. FUND RAISING IDEAS 
Hats – Pat reported he has about 40 hats left to sell. 

Other – It was suggested that we sell BFC Vests.  LaDonna Hutton and Dotty Russell volunteered to look into this. 

XI. MEMBERSHIP IN OTHER HISTORICAL ASSOCIATIONS – It was decided to submit dues to the following associations. 

Pioneer Historical Association – Friends of Boggsville 

Canyons and Plains 

XII. AWARD NOMINATIONS 
Hall of Fame Award Nomination Ideas: - No ideas discussed 

BFC Member-of-the-year Nomination:  LaDonna requested nominations be communicated to her by January 1, 2013.  Announcement 

of Member-of-the-Year will be made at the Annual Meeting, January, 2013. 

XIII, OTHER 

Annual Donations to Otero Museum and Boggsville: It was approved to make a donation to both of these organizations. 

Complimentary Memberships:  It was approved to provide a complimentary membership to all speakers, tour guides and land owners. 

Permanent Name Tags: Ed Stafford suggested the chapter look into providing a permanent name tag for chapter activities. 

Business Cards:  Kevin Lindahl requested business cards be made for Chapter Officers and Committee Chairpersons.  Rod Podszus will 

send each a template that can be used to print business cards. 

2017 Santa Fe Trail Symposium:  The Santa Fe Trail Association has asked the Bent’s Fort Chapter to host the 2017 SFT Symposium.  

After some discussion, it was decided this should be presented to the entire membership for a decision. 

Traveling Trunks – No discussion 

ax Deductible Contributions – All members are reminded that contributions to the Bent’s Fort Chapter or the National Santa Fe 

Trail Association is tax deductible. 

Time and Expense Report – Pat Palmer discussed this report due to Ross Marshall. 

XIV. Adjournment 

In Attendance: 
Dotti Russell 

Dennis Myrick 

LaDonna & Charlie Hutton 

Marcia Will-Clifton 

Bonnie Ratliff 

Rod Podszus 

Ed Stafford 

Kevin Lindahl 

Ron Dulle 

Don Overmyer 

Emery Murray 

Pat Palmer 

Richard Carrillo 
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Bent’s Fort Chapter Code of Ethics 

 

Page 10 

When the Bent’s Fort Chapter of the Santa Fe Trail Association 
began in 1993, the officers and members drafted a Code of Eth-
ics to help guide members and guests while touring historic sites. 
The Code was especially important when touring on private prop-
erty.  This year we will have at least two tours on private and/or 
government land. The Code is as relevant today as it was back 
then and is reprinted below. 

 

 Never enter private property without permission. 

 Respect the sites visited and treat them with care. 

 Photograph and sketch at will. 

 Look at but don’t touch, trace, or chalk rock art. 

 Resist the temptation to leave your name carved in the 

rocks. 

 Don’t take anything without permission from the land 

owner. 

 If you find artifacts, leave them in place and tell the land 

owner of their location. If you find other items of inter-

est, tell him. 

 Pick up all trash (it doesn't even have to be yours.) 

 Stay with the group—don't wander off alone. 

 Leave gates as you find them (open if they were open, 

closed if they were closed.) 

 Do take time to express appreciation to the tour guide 

and/or land owner. 

 Remember, you are a guest and conduct yourself accord-

ingly. It takes only one bad experience to cause the land 

owner to close the site to everyone 
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The sky above Fort 
Bent was a great 
bowl of blackness, 
from horizon to hori-
zon, but it sparkled 
with the lights of 
many stars this past 
Friday night.  

I recall few other nights so brilliantly hung with constel-
lations and the array of Heaven’s finery since I was 
young.  One more recent was a night when friend 
Larry Crowley and I stood on a mountain top in the 
Rawah Wilderness west of Ft. Collins, where we were 
camping, overlooking North Park in Colorado.  There, 
we seemed literally to be able to reach out and touch 
Heaven. 

As a child living in rural North Carolina, where there 
were no artificial lights to mar the scene, I gloried in 
the nighttime splendor.  That was wealth!  

I am grateful to recall a verse of Thomas Hood’s poem 
“I Remember”:  
     I remember, I remember the fir trees dark and 
 high. 
     I used to think their slender tops would reach up to 
 the sky. 
     It was a childish fancy, but now it gives me little joy 
     To know that I am farther off from Heaven than 
 when I was a boy. 
 

Bent’s Old Fort National 
Historic Site is a rough-
hewn jewel on earth and 
in my life.  This past 
weekend, the fort person-
nel and an estimated 70-
80 volunteer re-enactor-
interpreters in the cos-
tumes of 1846 allowed me 

to join them—as they have often done—this time for 
the annual Christmas celebration open to the public 
Friday and Saturday nights for candlelight tours of the 
magnificently reconstructed trading “fort” and during 
the day on Saturday when the fort was alive with work 
and games and color of the period, mingling with the 
colorful wintertime wraps of many, many curious visi-
tors.  Stepping inside its main gate is like entering a 
foreign country without the dangers. 
 During the day, my usual “station” for fort 
events is the billiard room that William Bent had built 
to house a huge billiard  table (7 feet by 14 feet) he 
had bought.  Constructed about 1838 in St. Louis, that 

table was the only one between St. Louis and Mexico 
City.  It was a real attraction, which brought many visi-
tors to the fort—traders, trappers, laborers, soldiers 
when the Mexican War was underway, travelers, im-
migrants—who would spend money gambling, drink-
ing, and buying wares in the fort store.  My job is to tell 
park visitors about this recreation room, demonstrate 
playing billiards, and, acting the part of a traveler from 
Wilkes County, North Carolina (easy enough, since I 
lived there).  In character, I am frequently imbibing 
“Taos Lighting,” a regional moonshine (my father, the 
Methodist minister, would be so proud!).  “It’s clear as 
water,” I tell them, which moonshine is.  No problem, 
as that is what I am drinking. 

 Friday night, as a mem-
ber of the three-man cannon 
crew, I took part in firing the 
period cannon nine times in 
below-freezing temperature.  
Saturday night, with the same 
temperature plunging toward 
zero with a wind making the 
wind chill sharper, we fired it a 
dozen times.  Use of this reinforced replica of the 18th 
century cannon they had there for celebrations and 
signals (never, according to historians, fired in anger 
or defense) is loaded, each time, with two ounces or 
so of black powder, which meets National Park Ser-
vice regulations that also refuse to allow us to use 
cannon balls.  Still, it shoots about 18 inches of flame, 
a cloud of smoke, and creates quite a concussion for 
those of us standing near.   Fun!  Every little boy likes 
to play with fire and make loud noise! 
 When the cannon firing was over each night, 
several of us, accompanied by a costumed violinist, 
met around the great bonfire in the fort plaza and sang 
Christmas carols of the fort period (1833-1849).  Fri-
day night, when the temp. was a bit more moderate, 
many, many touring visitors joined us in singing, and 
quite a few commented on how pleasant it was to be 
able to do that in this modern day of (execrable) 
“political correctness,” 
which makes wretched 
cowards afraid to attach 
“Christmas” to the holi-
day. 

Bent’s Old Fort NHS 
has been and is a 
source great joy as long 
as I have lived here.  
That’s 45 years! 

A Bent’s Fort Christmas...by Ed Stafford 
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Mahaffie Stage Station 

Santa Fe Trail Association 

2013 Membership Application 
 

The Santa Fe Trail Association (SFTA) is composed of people from all across the 

nation who share a common interest in discovering, exploring, and celebrating this 

fascinating part of southwestern history. The association works in close partnership 

with the National Park Service and local, state, and federal agencies to help preserve 

and protect the trail. When you join, you get… 

 The opportunity to increase your knowledge of the trail by attending  national 

symposiums and other events that offer tours and lectures by experts. 

 The opportunity to network with other people from across the country who 

share your passion for the trail 

 A subscription to Wagon Tracks which is the SFTA’s quarterly journal of news, 

scholarly articles, book reviews, and other valuable news. 

 And,  the opportunity to support a nationally-recognized association that is 

working hard to preserve this fascinating part of our American history. 

 

JOIN NOW! 

Name 

 

Mailing Address 

 

Email       Phone 

 

Membership Type: ____Youth (18 & Younger) $15.00 ____Individual $25.00 ____Family $30.00 
 

Make Checks Payable to Santa Fe Trail Association and Mail Checks and this Form to: 

Ruth Olson-Peters, Treasurer / Santa Fe Trail Center / RR3 / Larned, Kansas 67550 

 

Friends of Boggsville 

2013 Membership Application 
 

Boggsville is one of the most-significant historic sites in Southeastern Colorado. Founded in 

1862 by Thomas Boggs, the site became a major site along the Santa Fe Trail and an impor-

tant ranching and agricultural center in the area.. Kit Carson, John and Amache Powers, Wil-

liam Bent, and other notable persons lived in or near Boggsville. Richard Carrillo, the Direc-

tor of Boggsville, is an active member of Bent’s Fort Chapter and often gives lectures and 

leads tours for our group. Membership privileges include... 

 A subscription to the quarterly newsletter, The Boggsville Times 

 A Membership Card 

 Special discounts for Boggsville events + 10% off all Trade Room Purchases 

 

JOIN! 

Name 

 

Mailing Address 

 

Email       Phone 

 

Membership type: ___Regular/Family $25.00 ____Sponsor $1000.00 ___Patron $200.00 

   ___Lifetime $300.00  ___Benefactor $100.00 or more 

 

Make Checks Payable to Friends of Boggsville and Mail to: Friends of Boggsville / PO Box 68 / Las Animas, CO 81054 
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BENT’S FORT CHAPTER 

2013 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

Name   

 

Mailing address 

 

Email        Home Phone 

 

Work Phone       Cell Phone 

 

Membership Type (s) You Are Purchasing:        ____BFC Individual $15.00       ____BFC Family $15.00 

(Check All That Apply)         ____Lifetime $500.00    ____Business/Organization $20.00 

          

Membership Type:    ____New Membership        ____Renewal         

  

Make Checks Payable to Bent’s Fort Chapter. Mail This Sheet and Check (s) to: 

EMERY MURRAY / 231 VIGIL AVE / LAS ANIMAS, CO 81054 

(719) 456-2050 / murbelo_38@yahoo.com 

Questions or Comments?  

President 
Pat Palmer 
(719) 336-4323 
gpatpalmer@hotmail.com 
Vice-President 
Marcia Will-Clifton 
(970) 690-1123 
marciawilclifton@yahoo.com 
Secretary 
LaDonna Hutton 
(719) 254-7266 
ldhutton@bresnan.com 
Treasurer 
Emery Murray 
(719) 456-2050 
murbelo_38@yahoo.com 

Membership 
Kathy Wootten 
(719) 688-9016 
bkwootten@bresnan.net 
Tours Director 
Pat Palmer 
(719) 336-4323 
gpatpalmer@hotmail.com 
Education 
Richard Carrillo 
(719) 384-8054 
cuarteljo@centurytel.net 
Trail Preservation 
Kevin Lindahl 
(719) 469-1894 
kc0riv@live.com 

Historian 
Ed Stafford 
(719) 384-8956 
claraned@bresnan.net 
Trail Marking 
Charlie Hutton 
(719) 254-7266 
cnhutton@bresnan.com 
Publications 
Rod Podszus 
(719) 339-5543 
rodpodszus@gmail.com 
Hospitality 
Don & Kitty Overmyer 
(719) 469-2484 
donandkitty@secom.net 

Santa Fe Trail Association News 

 The SFTA is working on a new 10 year Strategic Plan. 
Rough drafts have been completed and final approval 
will be voted on at the April 2013 Board Meetings. In 
addition to working to preserve and protect the Trail, the 
Association will focus on fostering new research and 
looking at new ways to promote the Trail. 

 In December 2012, representatives from the Santa Fe 
Trail, Old Spanish Trail, Oregon Trail, and 7 other his-
toric trails met in Albuquerque to attend a National Park 
Service workshop on how the associations can remain 
viable, grow, and find new leaders for the future. All of 
the trail associations are experiencing similar issues of 

aging members and declining memberships. 

 In 2013, the SFTA will unveil a new Geocaching pro-
gram that should attract more families and younger 
members to the Association. Each chapter will have the 
opportunity to place and maintain the caches. 

 A major new gas pipeline in eastern Colorado is nearing 
approval. It will cross the Trail in two places. BFC Pres-
ervation Officer Kevin Lindahl and SFTA Preservation 
Chairperson Faye Gaines are monitoring this project. 

 Plans for the September 2013 Symposium in Ulysses, 
KS, are going well. This event is close to our chapter 
and all BFC members should consider attending it. 
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rodpodszus@gmail.com 

(719) 339-5543 

1507 North Weber Street 

Colorado Springs, CO 809 


