
 

 

A Great Way to Start our 19th Year 

Bent’s Fort Chapter 
Santa Fe Trail Association 

January 2012 Newsletter 

The Bent‘s Fort Chapter of the Santa 
Fe Trail Association began its 19th 
year with a packed house on January 
14th at the Senior Center in Las Ani-
mas. 73 members and guests filled 
the center for a full day of activities 
that began with a book exchange at 
10:30 followed by a Chapter business 
meeting and a catered lunch. 

Ed and Clara Lee Stafford were the 
featured presenters for the educa-
tional part of the meeting. As lunch 
was ending, Clara Lee began playing 
Civil War era songs on the piano while 
Ed led the group in singing. Some 
songs were new, others were familiar 
such as Tenting On The Old Camp-
ground and When Johnny Comes 
Marching Home Again. 

Mr. Stafford‘s presentation, The Civil 
War: A Southern Exposure, introduced 
aspects of the Civil War that were new 
to many of us. Both Ed and Clara Lee 
have great-grandfathers who fought 
for the South. (Ironically, both ances-
tors were imprisoned at the same time 
in the same Northern prison camp. 
Unfortunately, no records have been 
found to indicate whether they knew 
each other.) 

Stafford began his talk by explaining 
that Southern states seceded from the 
Union and formed a separate nation, 
the Confederate States of America 
(CSA) because they believed that the 
US Constitution did not forbid seces-
sion. The main issue was state‘s rights  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

vs. federal rights. He also noted that 
only about 25% of Southerners owned 
slaves and that there were abolition-
ists in the South as well as the North. 
The main reason over 1,500,000 
Southerners fought for the CSA was 
not to perpetuate slavery but to resist 
Northern armies invading the South. 
Stafford suggested that the War could 
be called a ―Rich Man‘s War‖ as it was 
promoted by a small population of rich 
slave owners who sought to perpetu-
ate slavery and thus engulfed a whole 
continent in a war. 

Stafford also noted that the war should 
more accurately be called ―The War 
Between The States‖ and not ―The 
Civil War‖. By the time hostilities com-
menced, two separate independent 
nations had been established on the 
North American continent.    
(Continued on page 2) 

 
DON’T 

FORGET 
These 
Future 
Events 

March 10: BFC trail 
marking day, Otero 
County sites 

April 14: Boggsville 
clean-up day 

May 11-13: Bent‘s Old 
Fort ―Transportation 
through Time‖ multi-
chapter event  

June 16: tour 

July 14: Lamar, Ron 
Dulle presentation on 
his SFT book 

Annual membership in the 
Bent‘s Fort Chapter of the 
Santa Fe Trail Association 
expires December 31. 
Membership forms are on 
page 11. 

The Santa Fe Trail Asso-
ciation and the Quivera, 
Wagon Bed Springs, 
Bent’s Fort, and Missouri 
River Outfitters chapters 
now have pages on Face-
book.  All have lots of pho-
tos and news about chapter 
events. 
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Stafford also spoke about Southern plans for the 
Southwest. The CSA envisioned it‘s new nation ex-
tending across the southern half of the country all the 
way to the Pacific Ocean. To achieve that goal, two 
army‘s were sent west from Texas. One army, under 
the command of Lieutenant Colonel John Baylor met 
defeat in April1862 south of Tucson. The second army 

was commanded by General 
Henry Hopkins Sibley and it 
was defeated at the battle of 
Glorieta Pass in New Mexico 
in March 1862. (BFC mem-
bers toured this battle site in 
May 2011.) 

 

CSA hopes for victory in the West were based on sev-
eral unrealized hopes. First, CSA government officials 
believed that New Mexicans would side with the South 
because the USA had just re-
cently conquered New Mexico in 
the Mexican-American War of 
1846-1848. They forgot that 
Mexicans hated Texans even 
more than they hated North-
erners and they refused to 
join with the southern cause. 

 

Another hope was that CSA sympathizers in Colorado 
would join forces with southern armies and that the 
rich Colorado gold fields would fall into southern 
hands. Many Coloradoans came from southern states, 
especially Missouri, and did indeed sympathize with 
the South. However, when pro-South demonstrations 
erupted in Denver and Canon City, they were quickly 
quashed by Federal troops. At Mace‘s Hole, near pre-
sent day Beulah, 600 southern sympathizers had as-

sembled hoping to join up 
with advancing Southern ar-
mies. In early 1962, news of 
this group was leaked to 
Federal troops who broke it 
up sending many of the re-
cruits to jail in Denver. 

Stafford concluded his pres-
entation by noting that today 

Americans equally honor all their war dead, included 
both Northerners and Southerners from the War Be-
tween the States. He spoke of the discovery of the re-
mains of 32 CSA soldiers discovered at the Glorieta 
Pass Battle site in the 1980‘s. The remains were 
treated with respect, some were identified, and many 

were buried in the National 
Cemetery in Santa Fe with full 
military honors.  

Both Ed and Clara Lee are 
committed to honoring the 
Confederate dead and have 
identified the gravesites of 32 
CSA veterans in southeastern 
Colorado. Each Memorial Day 
these graves are decorated by 

the Staffords.  

Mr. Stafford‘s talk was enthusiastically received and 
we‘re all hoping to hear more from him and Clara Lee 
in the future. 

 

More Bent’s Fort Chapter News 
 

Bent‘s Fort Chapter officers, committee persons, and 
interested members met December 10th and January 
7th to work on Chapter business and to plan our 2012 
agenda. Here‘s the news from those meetings… 

We have several new officers and committee chairper-
sons! First, Bonnie Ratliff has resigned as our Vice-
President due to health reasons and work conflicts. 

Bonnie has served 
faithfully in this posi-
tion for several years 
and her efforts will be 
missed.  

Our new VP is 
Marcia Clifton who 
has recently moved 
to Granda with her 
husband Alan. Marcia 
volunteered this infor-

mation about who she is and what her interests are:  

“Marcia has been traveling the Santa Fe Trail, surrepti-
tiously, since 1995 when she departed from Shawnee 
Mission, KS. for a new life in Colorado.  Marcia mar-
ried her husband Alan in 1998 in Taos and honey-
mooned in the Santa Fe region. The Clifton's relocated 
to Granada in 2010 for a teaching opportunity for Alan. 
Marcia is thrilled to be pursuing the Certificate in His-
toric Preservation at LCC and on the Board of BFC!” 

Marcia also works as a realtor and is especially inter-
ested in listing and selling historic properties. Call her 
at 970-690-1123 for help with your property. 

(continued on page 3) 

Ed Stafford...continued 
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Our chapter also has a new Preservation Officer. Dub 
Couch recently resigned from this position due to health 
reasons and he will be missed. 
Dub has worked tirelessly for the 
Santa Fe Trail Association and 
our chapter, serving in many 
roles, including President. 
Our new Preservation Officer is 
Kevin Lindahl. Kevin offered this 
information about himself. 
 
I am the fourth generation on my 
mom's side to live in Rocky Ford, Colorado, where I 
have lived for almost 50 yrs.  My great grandparents 
where Germans from Russia who came here to work in 
the sugar beet industry in the early 1900's.  I have a 
strong appreciation for the history in the Arkansas Val-
ley for both farming and ranching.   For several years 
my wife Norma and I participated in Mountain Man Ren-
dezvous portraying the fur trade era.  Currently I am 
seasonally employed by the US Forest Service out of 
their La Junta office and work in the Comanche Na-
tional Grasslands.  My primary job is Visitor Information 
Assistant, hosting the Auto Tours into the Purgatory 
River Valley south of La Junta, taking guests out to a 
Native American Rock Art site, North America's longest 
set of Dinosaur tracks, the historic Deloris Mission and 
Cemetery dating back to the late 1800's and to the His-
toric Wineglass Ranch that was started by Eugene 
O'Rourke in 1871.   Recently I accepted an appointed 
position on the Otero County Historic Preservation Ad-
visory Board, where we make recommendations to the 
county commissioners concerning Land Use review's,  
and Section 106 reviews with regards to Historic struc-
tures and view shed in Otero County.   
I have also accepted the position of Trail Preservation 
Chairperson for the Bent's Fort Chapter of the Santa Fe 
Trail Association.  I look forward to working with the 
members and the Trail Marking Committee, in the many 
facets of preserving and showcasing the Santa Fe Trail.   

 
Our chapter has also created 
two new positions. One is His-
torian Chairperson. This per-
son will research upcoming 
events and tours and present 
information about them to help 
us better understand the activ-
ity.  Ed Stafford has accepted 
that position. Ed is a graduate 
of high point college in North 
Carolina where he earned a 

Bachelor‘s Degree in history. He earned his Masters 
Degree in theater at the University of Colorado, Boul-
der. In Boulder, Ed directed events at the annual 
Shakespeare Festival. He taught theater at Otero Jun-
ior College in La Junta for 37 years where he directed 
90 plays. Ed is active in local historic and preservation 
groups, volunteers at Bent‘s Old Fort, and leads Rails & 
Trails tours with his wife Clara Lee.  

The second new position created is Hospitality Chair-
person. The officers felt that our chapter should present 
a warm welcoming presence to all who come to our 
events, especially our guests. And, who better to fill this 

position than Don and Kitty Overmyer! 

Don and Kitty are 
long-time members 
of our chapter who 
attend all of our ac-
tivities and are al-
ways eager to pitch 
in and help. Their 
easy smiles and con-
tagious laughter al-
ways enliven our events. They will often be the first 
contact our members and guests have at our events. 
They are also avid readers and historians. Many of us 
remember Kitty‘s recent presentation about her ances-
tor Hamilton Boyd Garton who was killed on the North 
Platte Trail in the 1960‘s, possibly by George Bent. 

Here‘s more good news 
about officers: Kathy 
Wootten has agreed to 
be our chapter‘s Mem-
bership Chairperson. 
Former Membership 
Chairperson Betty 
Murray resigned this 
position last winter and 
Kathy has enthusiastically accepted it. Kathy and her 
husband Bill are long-time members of our group and 
are faithful attendees at our events. They both grew up 
along the trail and have led tours on it. 

Kathy is an avid reader and community volunteer. The 
photo above illustrates Kathy‘s gift of mingling with 
members and guests and making them feel welcome. 

For a complete list of our chapters officers and chair-
persons, see the list on page 11 of this newsletter. If 
your name is not listed, can we add it? We‘re always 
looking for volunteers to help us with activities. Call Pat 
Palmer if you would like to be more involved in our 
chapter. 

(Bent’s Fort Chapter news continues on page 4) 

Bent’s Fort Chapter News...continued 
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  Bent’s Fort Chapter News...continued 

2012 tours, presentations, and events have also 
been scheduled. Most—but not all—of our events 
have been planned for the 2nd weekend of the month 
so that we won‘t conflict with events planned by some 
of the other SFTA chapters near us. Here‘s what‘s 

planned so far. Note...no meeting in February. 

 

March 10th:  we‘ll be marking Otero County 
roads with new Santa Fe Trail Crossing signs 
that we have received. More details will follow 
later on where to meet and what  to bring to 
this important event.  

April 14th: we‘ll meet at Boggsville for our 
annual clean-up day. 

 

 

 

May 11, 12, and 13: there‘s a really big event at 
Bent‘s Old Fort called Wagons Ho! that our chapter 
will help host. See article on page 6. 

June 16th: (the 3rd weekend), we‘ll tour 
sites along the Granada Fort Union Mili-
tary Freight Route. 

 

July 14th: Ron Dulle presentation on 
his Santa Fe Trail book, meeting in 
Lamar 

 

 

August 11th: joint meeting with Fowler His-
torical Society in Fowler, presentation on 
George Autobee and his relationship with 
the Bent‘s, St. Vrain, etc. 

 

September 8: meet at Bent‘s Old Fort 
for DAR re-enactment of original dedi-
cation of DAR marker; also NPS dedi-
cation of new kiosk at BOFHS. 

September 21-22: Santa Fe Trail Center Rendez-
vous, Larned, Kansas. (see article on page 11) 

October 13th: meeting in Holly, pres-
entation on archaeological work at 
Trail City site. 

 

November 10th: presentation on John Aull, Santa Fe 
Trail merchant and trader, by SFTA President Roger 
Slusher. 

December 8th: annual planning meeting for 2013 

Emery Murray: BFC Member of the Year 
Our Bent‘s Fort Chapter 
is pleased to announce 
that Emery Murray is the 
chapter‘s ―Member of the 
Year‖ for 2011. Officially, 
Emery serves as our 
Treasurer. He‘s the guy 
who mails you your new 
membership cards when 
you pay your dues, 
keeps tracks of our finances, and balances the books. 

Unofficially, Emery (and wife Betty) is one of the pil-
lars of our chapter. When you arrive at a meeting and 
the coffee‘s on, the chairs are out, the food is on the 
counter, and the heat is turned up, it‘s probably be-
cause Emery got there early and attended to those 
details...and more. 

Need a stone post planted for a trail marking sign? 
Emery will be beside you, shovel in hand. Need some 
advice on how to plan an event? Ask Emery...he‘s 
been doing it since our chapter started. Next time you 
see him, say Thanks! 

Our chapter presented Emery with a gift certificate 
good for a framed Ron Dulle photograph. We hope he 
has room for it in his house. It‘s not the first one that 
he and Betty have been awarded. 

 

Treasurer’s Report: speaking of Emery, he reports 
that we had $6,782 in the bank as of January 14th. 

Membership: at the end of December, we had 113 
paid members. Our chapter remains the largest one in 
the SFTA. 

Fund Raising: Pat Palmer reports that the sale of 
BFC caps is going well. We have just a few left so buy 
yours now before they‘re gone. 

Education: Richard Carrillo reported that he and 
John Carson will once again teach a course on the 
Santa Fe Trail at Otero Junior College this summer. 

Networking: BFC officers recommended to the mem-
bership that our chapter join other historical associa-
tions in our area to build relationships with them and 
to work together in our common goals of protected, 
preserving, and promoting our areas of interest.. 
Some of the groups mentioned were the Pioneer His-
torical Society of Bent County, Friends of Boggsville, 
Bent‘s Old Fort Historical Association, and Canyons 
and Plains. The membership approved this idea. 
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 Bents Fort Chapter News...continued 

 

Bent’s Fort Chapter Book Fair: years ago our chapter 
had trade tables at meet-
ings where members could 
buy, sell, or trade books, 
artifacts, and other items of 
interest. Kathy Wooten 
thought it would be a good 
idea to resurrect this idea 
and invited all members to 
brings books to buy, sell, or 
trade. Kathy sent in this 
report on the event: 

 I hope you members enjoyed the Book Fair as much as I 
did.  Thanks to all who participated.  A good showing for 
the first time !   Books were sold and borrowed while a 
good deal of interesting conversation was shared. 

  Might we do it again at a later meeting ?  Perhaps you 
could share information about a good book you have 
read. Or maybe your looking for a book that a member 
might have.  Any remarks or suggestions would be ap-
preciated. Kathy Wootten, bkwootten@bresnan.net 

(Note...sorry we don‘t have a better photo of the book 
fair.) 

Judy Tomeczek, Canyons & Plains (formerly known as 
(SECHORT) announced the following items of interest: 

High Plains Snow Goose Festival, Lamar, February 
23-26: tours, Amache, Sand Creek, Birding, arts & 
crafts, history, hayrides, falconry, wildlife photogra-
phy, Santa Fe Trail 

No Number Home, a play by Tencha Avila, world 
premiere, Otero Junior College, March 2 & 3, about 
Mexican immigrant workers in Las Animas area dur-
ing WWII, based on an actual event. For more infor-
mation, call 719-384-6913. 

Canyons & Plains February 9th Meeting, Crowley 
County Heritage Center, 9:00 am. 3rd and Main, 
Crowley, CO 

Bent’s Fort Chapter Volunteer Contributions: each 
year the SFTA and BFC submit a report to the Partner-
ship for the National Trails System (PNTS) detailing how 
much money, miles, and hours were spent by volunteers. 
Why is it important to keep track of these contributions? 
Because, every year the PNTS presents these amounts 
to the US Congress. These amounts demonstrate how 
much time, effort, and money it takes to preserve, pro-
tect, and promote our national historic trails. The figures 
also show how much the National Park Service did not 
have to spend because volunteers did so much of the 
work. 

 Our report for 2011 is revealing: 

95,600 miles driven by BFC members going to meet-
ings, projects, and other activities 

$19,300 spent on meals away, donations, motels, 
registrations, etc 

$62,000 total amount spent on miles, meetings, ma-
terials, lodging, meals, and donations. 

In 2010, the last year for which figures are available, 
SFTA members contributed hours, labor, and financial 
contributions that totaled $1,490,785. The total amount 
contributed by all 31 associations was estimate to be 

$37,968,283.00. 

 

The Wild West 365, a book review by BFC member 

William Lowe 

There is a new book out, about 
as thick as a Sear‘s catalog, and 
weighing about the same as a 
Walther Colt. It‘s called The Wild 
West 365, edited by Michael 
Wallis and it‘s a must for all 
those interested in Old West 
Americana. 

The book is organized in calen-
dar form with an entry and pic-
ture for each day in the year. 
The entries cover a wide variety of subjects, such as In-
dian fighters, outlaws, Indians of all tribes, battles,  pio-
neers, cowboys, weapons, explorers, and low lifers.  

The pictures are wonderful and are the heart and soul of 
the book. Not only are the works of traditional artists such 
as Catlin, Remington, and Russell included but also new 
artists. There are pictures of book covers, advertise-
ments, reward posters, newspapers, and official docu-
ments, Billy the Kid, Wyatt Earp, Jesse James, George 
Custer, and a young Kit Carson and his lovely wife. 

The real treasures of the book are the pictures of every-
day people such as cowboys, farmers, frontiersmen, sol-
diers, hunters, Indian warriors, drovers, and railroaders. 
Their trails and joys show in their faces. 

Most of the images in the book are from the Robert 
McCubbin collection. This is not a book that you will read 
once and put away on the shelf. You‘ll find yourself 
thumbing and reading sections at random. 

Your favorite westerners are waiting for you. Happy trails 
and good reading! 

(note...due to space limitations, Mr. Lowe’s review was 
slightly edited.) 
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 Wagons Ho! Trail Transportation Through Time 

 

This summer a major event will take place at Bent‘s 
Old Fort involving the National Park Service and multi-
ple trail and historical associations. Our chapter will 
serve as one of the hosts and will be responsible for 
arranging meals, registration, and other details. Your 
help will be needed and will be appreciated. Below is 
an article written by Greg Holt of Bent‘s Fort telling us 
all about the event. Mark it on your calendar now. This 
is a really big deal and not one we‘re likely to see re-
peated in our area anytime soon. 

On May 11-13, six associations will join forces to hold a special weekend at Bent's Fort, Colorado, 
featuring displays, demonstrations, and presentations about wagons. Visitors will have the opportunity to 
see wagons in action on Saturday and walk the prairie beside the wagons on Sunday. Presentations and 
demonstrations about wagons will be held both days.  
 

The event, "Wagons Ho! Trail Transportation through Time" is hosted by Bent‘s Old Fort National 
Historic Site and the Bent‘s Fort Chapter of the Santa Fe Trail Association.   The cost for attending the 
event is the admission to the site, which is $3.00 for adults, $2.00 for ages 6-12 and under 6 is free.  Ad-
mission is free for those who have the Senior or Annual Parks Pass.  The Koshare Museum charges a 
$10 adult, $5 child fee for their dance exhibition Saturday evening.  The Park will be open to visitors from 9 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Saturday; 9:00 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Sunday.          
 

Other organizations, and their members, that are participating include the Santa Fe Trail Associa-
tion, Cherokee Trail Chapter of the Oregon-California Trails Association, the National Stagecoach and 
Freight Wagon Association, the Smoky Hill Trail Association, the Comanche National Grasslands, and the 
National Park Service Intermountain Region staff, as well as local wagon enthusiasts.  
 
―Planning for the event is still on-going‖, says Greg Holt, Bent‘s Old Fort employee and event coordinator, 
―for up-to-minute information, check our website at www.nps.gov/beol or call us at 719-383-5023.‖  Greg 
continues, ―If you would like to sign up for space to promote your books, artwork, or association, contact 
us at the park.  We have limited indoor space and unlimited outdoor space.  There is no charge to set up 
an exhibit, however, exhibitors may not sell items that are already sold by our Bookstore.  Give us a call 
for exhibit details.‖  When asked about bringing a wagon and/or livestock, Mr. Holt said, ―There is no 
charge for bringing wagons and/or animals.  Bent‘s Fort will provide corral space, hay and water or you 
can bring your own if so desired.‖  Anyone who wants to participate must contact Ranger John Carson at 
john_carson@nps.gov or by calling 719-383-5026 for information about registration. 
   

Friday, May 11, has been set aside for individual organization to hold meetings or get-togethers, 
as well as for attendees to set-up at the Fort.  In addition, there will be self-guided auto tours to Lamar Big 
Timbers Transportation Museum or the Broadmoor's El Pomar Transportation Museum and other local 
attractions.  Set-up for association booths, artists and authors all day Friday and early Saturday morning 
by 9:00 a.m.  Wagons can be set up Friday and exhibited through the weekend outside the Fort, on the 
trail to the river. For more information on booths and set-up, see: www.nps.gov/beol or call 719-383-5023. 

 
 A welcome reception, dinner, and evening program for the groups attending will be held Friday 
evening, under the stars.  Hosts for the event will be the Bent's Fort Chapter of the Santa Fe Trail Associa-
tion and the staff of the Bent‘s Old Fort National Historic Site.  This event will begin as soon as Bent‘s Fort 
closes to the general public.  You will need reservations to attend this opening event.  To make those res-
ervations, or to find out more information about it, call 719-383-5023. 
 
(continued on page 7) 

 

http://www.nps.gov/beol
mailto:john_carson@nps.gov
http://www.nps.gov/beol
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 Wagons Ho! Trail Transportation Through Time...continued 

At this time, the presentations scheduled for Saturday, May 12 include: 
 ―Dearborn Wagon Reconstruction from Rumors, Writings and Recollections--The 
story behind the recreation of a Dearborn Wagon‖ by Greg Holt 

 ―Time Line Wagon Walk – A Guided Tour and Formal Presentations of the Wagons 
and their Place and Time in History‖  

 ―Freighting Artifacts of the Santa Fe Trail‖ by David Clapsaddle and  ―Harness and 
Yoke Talk and Demonstrations‖  

 
Living history demonstrations include:  Frontier cooking, Trade Vignettes, Blacksmithing, Trapping, 
Cannon firings, Animal packing, Travois use, Cart/wagon hitching, driving and use and Aparejo 
packing and use.  In addition, there will be many displays including:  Bent‘s Fort Wagon Artifacts, 
Associations Displays and Information, Book Signings, Artists Display/Sale, information from the Na-
tional Park Service, Santa Fe, about the National Historic Trails they administer and of course, there 
will be WAGONS! There will be a one mile demonstration trail for anyone who wants to show their 
wagons in action.  After allowing participants to have dinner on their own, we will reconvene at the 
Koshare Indian Museum at 7:00 p.m. where the Koshare Indian Dancers will perform for us at the 
Kiva in La Junta.  There is an admission charge for the Dance performance.   

 

Sunday is “Santa Fe Trail Caravan Day”.  This is an opportunity to follow the original Santa 
Fe Trail through Comanche National Grassland. The general public is invited.  Plan to travel/walk 
the original Santa Fe Trail for up to 7 miles of the trail if conditions prevail and if not, 3 ½ miles start-
ing from Sierra Vista.  The area is virtually unchanged from the time when caravans rolled by. Wag-
ons that possess original qualities are desired. Greg Holt says, ―We will not be able to give rides to 
visitors--they will walk alongside or behind.   (A chance to have a true Trail experience.)  Shuttle ser-
vice, restroom facilities, and a water station will be provided. The trip will provide some wonderful 
photo opportunities. We plan to have wagons of same time periods travel together. We will travel 
slowly and stop every 15 minutes to allow participants to rest, visit, and ask questions about the 
wagons and livestock.‖   If you are unable to walk with the caravan, you can still visit at designated 
stops for some fantastic photo opportunities.  You will also be able to view some of the action from a 
modern road.   We will begin with a ―Yoking and Harness Demonstration.‖   Learn what the Trail 
travelers had to do before they could begin their journey.  Bring a lunch to enjoy as we rest on the 
Trail.  Upon the arrival of the caravan at Timpas, Mark Gardner will present a program of ―Music of 
the Santa Fe Trail".  When available, times and places for the trip will be posted at www.nps.gov/
beol.   

 
The Holiday Inn Express, 27994, US Hwy 50 Frontage Rd., La Junta, CO, has reserved a block of 

rooms for this weekend. The rate will be $77 and you need to mention that you are with the ―Bent‘s Fort 
Group,‖ or ―BFG‖ to get the discounted rate when you call to make reservations at 719-384-2900.   We have 
also been able to get a discounted rate at the Hampton Inn, 27800 US Hwy 50, (719) 384-4444.  Again, just 
mention ―Bent‘s Fort Group‖ to get the discounted rate.  Other motels in La Junta include:  Hampton Inn, (719) 
384-4444, Super 8, (719) 384-4408; American‘s Best Value Inn and Suites, (719) 384-2571); Travel Inn, (719) 
384-2504; Stagecoach Motel, (719) 384-5476; and the Mid-Town Motel, (719) 384-7741. 
 
For more information, contact: Greg Holt, Bent's Old Fort National Historic Site, 35110 Highway 194 E., La 
Junta, CO, 81050. Phone 719-383-5023. E-mail: greg_holt@nps.gov 

 

http://www.nps.gov/beol
http://www.nps.gov/beol
mailto:greg_holt@nps.gov


8 

Page 8  

Richard Louden Memorial Plaque Dedication 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In October 2011, our chapter dedicated a Memorial 
Plaque in memory of Richard Louden to the Louden-
Henritze Archaeology Museum. Reprinted below are 
remarks delivered by LaDonna Hutton, BFC Secre-
tary, and SFTA Vice-President. 

 

―The Bent‘s Fort Chapter of the Santa Fe Trail Asso-
ciation proudly presents this Memorial Plaque in 
honor of Richard Louden to the Louden-Henritze 
Archaeology Museum here on the Trinidad State 
Junior College campus. We would like to thank 
Loretta Martin and the Louden family and the TSJC 
staff for the gracious acceptance of this plaque. 

So much could be said about Richard but today I 
want to speak of his Santa Fe Trail Involvement. 
Richard was truly an Ambassador of the Santa Fe 
Trail Association. Richard was present at the found-
ing of the SFTA here in Trinidad in 1986 and served 
on the national Santa Fe Trail Association Board of 
Directors for many years. He assisted with the Na-
tional Park Service Survey of the historic route of 
the Santa Fe Trail in 1988 and contributed much 
research and many articles to the Association over 
the years. He was a true scholar with a rich sense of 
humor and was very respected by everyone his life 
touched. 

A tribute to Richard delivered by the late Harry 
Myers, past SFTA Association Manager, stated: 
‗Richard was a frontiersman exploring and docu-
menting with a thirst never satisfied. His knowledge 
of history and his insight were of tremendous value. 
It was evident in his love of the land and its history, 
both of the human and natural worlds. His love car-
ried through to people with a willingness to share his 
knowledge. He was always gracious, kind, positive, 
and exhibited a great patience with all of us that we 
will always remember‖ 

The Santa Fe Trail and all of southeastern Colorado 
were enriched by his presence.‖ 

 

Additional tributes were offered by Lolly Ming, Dub 
Couch, Louden family members, and other friends 
and associations of Richard Louden. 

 

 

Louden Family Members with Plaque 

Mack Louden, Lolly Ming, and Dub Couch remembering Richard 
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 Pinon Canyon Maneuver Site Update 

The Army's plan to bring dozens of helicopters and 
thousands of troops to Fort Carson and the Pinon 
Canyon Maneuver Site (PCMS) got a chilly reception 
during recent Public Comment Meetings held in La 
Junta, Trinidad, and Colorado Springs.  

The meetings were called so that the public could 
give input to an Environmental Assessment (EA) that 
the Army completed as part of its plans to bring a 
new Combat Aviation Brigade to Fort Carson. This 
new Brigade will add 113 
helicopters, 600-700 vehi-
cles, and about 2,700 soldier 
to Fort Carson. The addition 
of the Brigade will also re-
quire additional construction 
at the PCMS, including 7 
new helicopter pads, aircraft 
parking sites, and office and 
maintenance buildings. 
Flights in and around the 
PCMS may total up to 
25,000 flight hours per year. 
And, live-fire training at both 
Fort Carson and PCMS 
would increase by 6.5% per year.  

Southeastern Colorado government officials and 
preservation groups have expressed concerns about 
these plans. Las Animas County Commissioner Gary 
Hill voiced the concern of many when he noted that 
the Army had not completed a full Environmental Im-
pact Study (EIS).  Commissioner Hill noted that an 
EIS is required whenever changes are made to a 
military installation and the EA was an incomplete 
and inadequate shortcut. Commissioner Mack 
Louden voiced concerns about the impact of low-
level flights on the ranching and farming communi-
ties.  

Otero County Commissioner Keith Goodwin said that 
Otero, Baca, Crowley, and Pueblo counties will vote 
soon on whether to join with the Las Animas County 
commissioners in calling for a full EIS investigation.  

Col. Robert McLaughlin, Fort Carson Garrison Com-
mander, has been quoted as saying that there will be 
no expansion of the PCMS. Col McLaughlin also 
noted, "We all need to work together on this...I un-
derstand the passion of these people, but we need to 
come together and work to understand each 
other...It's tremendously important that we are able 
to balance the training and readiness of sol-

diers...and that we're good neighbors with the com-
munity." 

The commander of Fort Carson, Maj. Gen Joseph 
Anderson, commented in a December 9th Army 
Times interview that Army training exercises at the 
Pinon Canyon site are vital for soldiers‘ safety in 
combat. ―If we don‘t properly train them, they will 
die‖, he noted. Anderson also noted that to oppose 
all training at the Pinon Canyon would be ―almost 

unpatriotic‖ and that prior to as-
suming his command at Fort Car-
son he had been told that there is 
an ―anti-military sentiment‖ in 
Colorado as demonstrated by 
opposition to Pinon Canon ex-
pansion. When asked to elabo-
rate or identify his sources, he 
noted that he had not seen an 
anti-military sentiment in Colo-
rado Springs. 
A second public comment period 
will run from late March through 
late April. 
 

The Colorado Springs Independent Newspaper ran 
these quotes from some attendees at the meetings. 
Lorraine Paulson, a geologist with the BLM, noted 
that there are 4,163 archeology sites at the PCMS, 
948 of which are available for listing on the National 
Registry of History Sites. 
Doug Holdread noted that the Army‘s efforts to ex-
pand training at the PCMS have been relentless dur-
ing the past six years. 
Lon Robertson, president of the opposition coali-
tion, noted that while Colorado Springs would benefit 
economically, southeastern farmers and ranchers 
also have a right to private property and livelihood. 
Jay Cimino spoke in favor of the military saying that 
the addition of the Combat Air Brigade would help 
our soldiers keep the peace and keep the enemy 
from our shores.  
Bill Sulzman noted that the Army has no agreement 
with the BLM for landing zones and that the Forest 
Service Agreement has been violated by helicopter 
units training in the Pike National Forest. He feared 
that the Army would make ―backdoor revisions‖ that 
would expand the training areas and frequency. 
(Information for this article was gleaned from The Colo-
rado Springs Independent, The Trinidad Times, 
KOAA.com, and the Army Times, Dec. 9, 2011 edition.) 
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 Bent’s Fort Chapter / Santa Fe Trail Association Code of Ethics 

When the Bent‘s Fort Chapter of the Santa Fe Trail Association 
began in 1993, the officers and members drafted a Code of Eth-
ics to help guide members and guests while touring historic sites. 
The Code was especially important when touring on private prop-
erty. The Code is as relevant today as it was back then and is re-
printed below. 

 

Never enter private property without permission. 

Respect the sites visited and treat them with care. 

Photograph and sketch at will. 

Look at but don’t touch, trace, or chalk rock art. 

Resist the temptation to leave your name carved in the 

rocks. 

Don’t take anything without permission from the land 

owner. 

If you find artifacts, leave them in place and tell the land 

owner of their location. If you find other items of inter-

est, tell him. 

Pick up all trash (it doesn't even have to be yours.) 

Stay with the group—don't wander off alone. 

Leave gates as you find them (open if they were open, 

closed if they were closed.) 

Do take time to express appreciation to the tour guide 

and/or land owner. 

Remember, you are a guest and conduct yourself accord-

ingly. It takes only one bad experience to cause the land 

owner to close the site to everyone 
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BENT’S FORT CHAPTER 

2012 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

Name   

 

Mailing address 

 

Email        Home Phone 

 

Work Phone       Cell Phone 

 

Membership Type (s) You Are Purchasing:        ____BFC Individual $15.00       ____BFC Family $15.00 

(Check All That Apply)         ____Lifetime $500.00    ____Business/Organization $20.00 

          

Membership Type:    ____New Membership        ____Renewal         

  

Make Checks Payable to Bent’s Fort Chapter. Mail This Sheet and Check (s) to: 

EMERY MURRAY / 231 VIGIL AVE / LAS ANIMAS, CO 81054 

(719) 456-2050 / murbelo_38@yahoo.com 

Questions or Comments?  

President 
Pat Palmer 
(719) 336-4323 
gpatpalmer@hotmail.com 
Vice-President 
Marcia Will-Clifton 
(970) 690-1123 
marciawilclifton@yahoo.com 
Secretary 
LaDonna Hutton 
(719) 254-7266 
ldhutton@bresnan.com 
Treasurer 
Emery Murray 
(719) 456-2050 
murbelo_38@yahoo.com 

Membership 
Kathy Wootten 
(719) 688-7634 
bkwootten@bresnan.net 
Tours Director 
Pat Palmer 
(719) 336-4323 
gpatpalmer@hotmail.com 
Education 
Richard Carrillo 
(719) 384-8054 
cuarteljo@centurytel.net 
Trail Preservation 
Kevin Lindahl 
(719) 469-1894 
kc0riv@live.com 

Historian 
Ed Stafford 
(719) 384-8956 
claraned@bresnan.net 
Trail Marking 
Charlie Hutton 
(719) 254-7266 
cnhutton@bresnan.com 
Publications 
Rod Podszus 
(719) 339-5543 
rodpodszus@gmail.com 
Hospitality 
Don & Kitty Overmyer 
(719) 469-2484 
donandkitty@secom.net 

Rendezvous 2012 News 

Rendezvous 2012 in Larned, KS, promises to be a great 
event. The Santa Fe Trail Center, Fort Larned National His-
toric Site, and the Santa Fe Trail Association will present: 
Santa Fe Trail Characters-Rendezvous on the Santa Fe 
Trail. Attend and you‘ll encounter first-person portrayals of 
William Becknell, Julia Archibald Holmes, Pedro Sandoval, 
John Calhoun, Kit Carson, Marion Sloan Russell, Alexander 
Majors, James Kirker, Maria De La Luz, Beaubien Maxwell, 
and Wild Bill Hickok (Whew!) 

Unlike prior years, several of the programs and presenta-
tions will be given on Friday and Saturday afternoon bus 
tours. Tours will travel to trail sites including Pawnee Rock 

and the site of a Cheyenne and Sioux Indian village de-
stroyed by Gen. Winfield Hancock‘s troops in 1867. 

Rendezvous will begin with an opening event at the Santa 
Fe Trail Center on Thursday evening, September 20th. 
Presentations will be given at the Larned Community Cen-
ter on Friday and Saturday mornings with tours to follow in 
the afternoon. The event will conclude with a late Saturday 
visit to Fort Larned National Historic Site and an evening 
dinner and program. 

More details and registration information will come in May. 
In the meantime, save the dates: Thursday, Friday, and 
Saturday, September 20-22, 2012. 
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rodpodszus@gmail.com 

(719) 339-5543 

1507 North Weber Street 

Colorado Springs, CO 


