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 Chapter Events 

2016 Rendezvous Featured Excellent  

Programs on Pioneer Women  

Wow!  What a weekend event!  The Santa Fe Trail As-

sociation did an excellent job providing speakers and 

entertainment for Rendezvous 2016.  

 With the focus on Pioneer Women, we learned about 

the hardships as well as the high points of life on the 

Trail and the prairie.  The event started Thursday even-

ing on the prairie where Leo Oliva dedicated a marker to 

Susan Shelby Magoffin at the site of the accident that 

led to her miscarriage while staying at Bent's Fort.  Leo 

noted that 

the sign 

posts and 

marker 

were of 

stone 

found near 

the area.   

   After 

dinner Fri-

day even-

ing, we 

learned 

about the 

first white woman, Julia Archibald 

Holmes to climb Pike's Peak. Julia, 

portrayed by Dr. Ann Birney, was an independent think-

ing woman who also was among the first women in the 

U.S. to wear bloomers.  

 Friday and Saturday were filled with excellent speak-

ers from talking about family history to black women 

along the Trail to women and 

their journals and other writ-

ings.  We also learned how 

women today are working to 

preserve the Trail either 

through protection of the San-

ta Fe Trail on their properties 

to being docents at historic 

locations. 

 Friday night was awards 

night.  Five Bent's Fort Chap-

ter members were honored 

with awards: Award of Merit, 

Rod Podszus and Dotti Rus-

sell; Paul F. Bentrup Ambas-

sador Award, John Carson 

and Pat Palmer; and Marc 

Simmons Writing Award to 

Joanne VanCoevern.  Other 

awards were Award of Merit to 

the Derby Boy Scout Troop 

683; Louis Barry Writing Award to Phyllis S. Morgan and 

Joy Poole; Ralph Hathaway Memorial Heritage Preser-

vation Award to Don and Connie Essington; Marc Sim-

mons Writing Award to Deborah Lawrence; and the 

Gregory M. Franzwa Memorial Award for Lifetime 

Achievement to Hal Jackson.  Thanks to all the award-

ees for their hard work in their Chapters and the SFTA.   

(Note:  It is an honor to receive the SFTA Award of Mer-

it; it is a pleasure and a privilege to be a member of the 

Bent's Fort Chapter and the SFTA and to assist in the 

work of promoting and preserving the Trail. Dotti)  
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Western Historian, Jim Dunham,  

Highlights July Meeting 

 Over 75 members and guests gathered at the Grand 

Theatre in Rocky Ford, CO on Saturday, July 16th, for 

the Chapter meeting and to hear Jim Dunham.  During 

the meeting upcoming events were highlighted along 

with discussion of the 2021 Symposium to be led by our 

Chapter.  John Carson told those present about the 

commitment that Bent's Old 

Fort and the Chapter had 

made to host the 2021 Santa 

Fe Trail Association Symposi-

um.  He encouraged mem-

bers to sign up to volunteer to 

help with the event.    

 Then it was time for Jim 

Dunham’s presentation and 

he did not disappoint.  Telling 

many facts about the early days he explained how some 

Indian tribes were given the names we know them by 

today, noting that many of the names were given by ear-

ly French trappers and traders.  Jim gave several exam-

ples such as of the Tisistsistas tribe which means “the 

human beings” who the French called “Cheyenne.” The 

French called the Dakota (which means “allies” or “those 

the same”) by the name the Ojibwa called them, “Na du 

qui Sioux” (or Sioux) which means “the lesser snakes.”  

Other names given the Indian tribes included the Dineh 

who became the “Navajo”, the Inuit who were named 

the “Eskimo,” and the Nimipu who were called the “Nez 

Perce (French for pierced noses).   

 Jim then told stories of the Old West noting that the 

fight at the OK Corral was really in a vacant lot a couple 

blocks away and the fight itself lasted about thirty sec-

onds.  He also dispelled the legend of gunfight duels 

down “main street” as some of the fiction of the western 

era created in movies and TV 

shows.   

   Moving to modern day, Jim 

showed how a real gunfighter 

would do a fast draw versus 

what we saw in the western.  

He noted that Bat Masterson 

said there were three things 

important in a gunfight. Least 

important was speed, second 

accuracy, and most important 

was deliberation. Movie cow-

boys wore their guns too low 

and fanned the shots 

(impossible to hit anything).  Real gunmen wore their 

guns higher and turned their hands parallel to the 

ground and thumb cocked the shots. (Jim also cau-

tioned not to try this at home.)  Most of these rules were 

violated by the average movie star with his gun hanging 

low and tied to his thigh which would actually slow down 

the draw. Jim then demonstrated various ways to do a 

fast draw, doing so with amazing speed. 

 Many thanks go out to Jim for making the trip from 

Atlanta, GA, to La Junta to give his presentation.  As a 

western buff growing up, I know I was fascinated with 

his western history, dispelling of movie lore and his fast-

draw abilities.  Thanks go out to Ed Stafford for his invi-

tation to Jim and his pre-publicity and to the folks at the 

Grand Theatre for, again, letting us host our July speak-

er at the Theatre. ☼ 

——————————————————— 

Taos Trappers Trail Tour and History 

Article and pictures by Ron Dulle 

The Trail 

 The Taos/Trappers Trail Tour, August 13, was off the 

beaten path of tours more connected with the Santa Fe 

Trail. This tour was in a different kind of country, espe-

cially Sangre de Cristo Pass, parallel yet somewhat con-

nected to the Santa Fe Trail. 

 The Taos/Trappers Trail is generally considered a 

historic pathway from Taos, New Mexico north to Fort 

Garland, Colorado, east along Sangre de Cristo Creek 

(Highway 160) to the top of La Veta Pass, where it 

turned north along Sangre de Cristo Pass for 5 - 6 miles. 

It meets the Huerfano River following it south of Green-

horn Mountain and northward toward today’s Pueblo, 

Colorado. There it joins other trails northward along 

Fountain Creek and other passages as far as Wy-

oming’s Fort Laramie. 

The Tour 

 The heart of this tour, led by the Huerfano County His-

torical Society, is about the Huerfano County section of 

the Trail on the eastern side of the Sangre de Cristo 

Mountains, which makes it interesting and unique be-

cause of the terrain and history of trade and travel over 

centuries. Transport on this part of the trail was by horse 

or pack mule. 

 For the 77 tour participants, the majority of them from 

the Arkansas Valley and Bent’s Fort Chapter, and all 

there before 9 AM, the first stop was at Huerfano Butte, 

an impressive sight in the morning sun. About 10 miles 

north of Walsenburg, the Butte is recognized by all who 

travel I-25 and was a marker for centuries to everyone 

who came that way. 

 We then followed west 

along the Huerfano River 

with tall grasses and cen-

tennial farms dating to 

early families who settled  
Continued on Page 3  — Trail 

John Carson 

Jim Dunham 

Taos Trail Marker at Badito 
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Chapter Events (Cont’d) 
Continued from Page 2 — Trail 

there--Vallejos and Kimbrel.  Other settlements and 
ranches such as St. Mary’s were established, grew and 

disappeared.  
 At about 17 miles northwest of Walsenburg off High-

way 69 is Badito, with a history and crossroads known 
by few but critical to the Taos/Trappers Trail. It served 

as the first county seat for Huerfano County, when the 

original county, which had covered much of southern 
Colorado was pared down to its current size.  

 Badito today is marked well with a large rock and 

signage among a few buildings in ruins.  

 Another role of Badito was its position at the eastern 
end of Sangre de Cristo Pass, where traders met the 

Huerfano River on their trip around Greenhorn Mountain 

and northward.   

 North of Badito are reminders of the history of the ar-
ea: The Valdez (Maes) Cemetery, St. Joseph Penitente 

morada (church) where we heard a talk by Ruben Ar-

chuleta, and the Montoya Ranch (Farisita settlement). 

 Back at Badito, the South Oak Creek Valley angles 

southwest as the Taos/Trappers route to the top of La 

Veta Pass. Follow-
ing roads in the 

South Oak Creek 

area leads to points 
where the Trails 

enter private prop-

erties, but one can 
see the ridges and 

valleys that sur-
round the route. On 

this day the pas-

sages and hills 
were covered with grasses, bushes and trees.  

Trail History 

 Prior to Europeans entering this area, Utes, Apaches 

and other Native American tribes used the trail for hunt-

ing game and raiding others’ camps. By the 1400s, 

Pueblo Indians from the Taos used these trails for hunt-

ing and trading into today’s southern Colorado. 

 Spanish expeditions, as early as Ulibarri’s 1706 expe-

dition, traveled the route. After Spanish governor Juan 

Batista de Anza defeated Comanche Chief Cuerno 

Verde at the base of Greenhorn Mountain in 1779, he 

and his troops returned by way of the Taos Trail. 

 As early as 1821, Jacob Fowler recorded his activities 

on the trail. Fur traders and trappers followed the trail to 

avoid customs in Taos.  Likewise traders moved every 

kind of item such as guns, coffee, copper kettles, cloth-

ing, farming tools, and “Taos Lightning.”   There was 

little recorded of all the activities, including the back and 

forth movement of families and settlers. 

 As the trail progressed, it connected to a path, later 

named Cherokee Trail, eastward along the Arkansas 

River from the Pueblo area to Bent’s Fort, thus a con-

nection with the Santa Fe Trail. From the 1840s, traders 

extended the trail to Fort Laramie. 

 Many thanks go to the staff of the Huerfano County 

Historical Society, especially Carolyn Newman and Kay 

Beth Avery, both expert in the history of the trail, for all 
the planning and packets of information made available.   

Smartly, they split the tour into two groups. We are all 
wiser for their patience and knowledge. Thanks also go 

to Ruben Archuleta for his excellent talk on the Peni-

tentes.  It was an enjoyable day. ☼ 
—————————————————————————- 
Continued from Page 1 — Rendezvous 

 The Hall of Fame Inductees were also announced. 
The Historic Inductees were Cathy Williams, Elizabeth 

Caroline Newcomb and Francisca Lopez Kimball.  The 

Modern Inductees are David K. Clapsaddle, Gregory M. 
Franzwa and Barbara (Huff) Peirce.  Several members 

of the DAR were also recognized for their efforts in 
marking the Santa Fe Trail -- Fannie Geiger Thompson, 

Abzuga "ZU" Adams, Almira Sheffield Peckham Cordry, 

Isabelle Cone Harvey, and Grace Ruth Meeker. 
 A highlight of Saturday was the performance of the 

musical On the Trail to Santa Fe by the Saint George 

Elementary Honor Choir from Wamego, KS. The musi-

cal was written by Bent's Fort Chapter member Janet 

Armstead.  She was assisted in directing the perfor-

mance by Karis Dolenz, Chris Day and Debra L. Ed-

wards (piano).  A special thank you goes out to the stu-

dents for their hard work on and dedication to the pro-

gram. 

 During the event there was a silent auction of the 

books from the Harry Myers collection.  There were also 

drawings for door prizes, along with the opportunity to 
taste the many wonderful homemade pastries and other 

treats offered at break time.   

 Many thank you’s go out to Becca Hiller, Joanne Van-

Coevern, Linda Revello and all the planners who worked 

hard to make the Symposium a success! ☼ 

Trail Route looking SW toward La Veta Pass 

Saint George Elementary Choir Performing  
“On the Trail to Santa Fe” 
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The Tragedy of Clara Blinn 

From the potential of being kidnapped to the repercussions 

of the woman being defamed, the pioneer woman faced 

many struggles that, happily, are no longer a part of lives in 

the lands of the early settlers.  Below is the story of one 

woman’s tragic story of such events. 

During the Santa Fe Trail Association 2016 Rendezvous 

focusing on pioneer women, the story of Clara Blinn was 

briefly told. The following story of Clara Blinn was printed in 

the Prowers County (CO) Society October 2014 Newsletter 

and is used with their permission.  It is based on a letter 

received by the Society and is written by Caro Hedge of the 

Big Timbers Museum. 

————————————————- 

By Caro Hedge, Big Timbers Museum 

A letter sent to the Prowers County Historical Society in 

October of 1985 by Mrs. C. B. Moorehead of Santa Fe, 

New Mexico, details the story of her great-aunt, Clara 

Blinn.  The letter is three pages long, and not told in a 

chronological fashion, so I [Caro Hedge] thought it might 

be interesting to put the events in order and print it.  

Thanks to Ava and Tom Betz for pointing us in the direc-

tion of this fascinating but tragic story.  [The comments 

in quotes are from Mrs. Moorehead’s letter.] 

The background:  There were three brothers-in-law 

who came from Ohio to Colorado Territory in the spring 

of 1868.  Richard Blinn came with his wife Clara and 

child, Willie.  Jack Buttles, who was married to Sarah 

Blinn, and Steve Baraugh, who married Charlotte Blinn 

came, but the letter did not say if their families were with 

them.  They settled somewhere on Sand Creek.  She 

quotes Richard Blinn’s travel journal, “Got here at 5 

o’clock.  Everything looks nice.  I like the place first rate.”  

His journal also tells of going to Pueblo for provisions.   

 “May 4, Monday, 1868 — Started from Sand Creek 

this morning at 8 o’clock and drove to Old Fort Lyons for 

dinner and drove to the 8 miles bottom and camped for 

the night.  Drove 27 miles.”  They lived and socialized in 

the Boggsville area. 

 However, Richard and Clara eventually decided to go 

to Kansas, where her parents had located.  They joined 

a small wagon train under the leadership of Mr. Owens 

on October 6, 1868, and left from Boggsville, “without 

consulting Fort Lyon.” 

Local Connection:  Some sources say that the wag-

on train was attacked near Bristol, others say near La-

mar.  She says, “LeRoy Boyd, of Las Animas, decided 

from the accounts that the capture took place across the 

river from present-day Lamar and above or upriver from 

Sand Creek.”  He thought the attack occurred just west 

of where the Big Timbers Museum now stands. 

 Clara was riding in their supply wagon with her son on 

October 9th.  When the band of Cheyenne and Arapahos 

attacked, trying to drive off the 

cattle, four wagons drawn by 

oxen were caught up in it, and 

Mrs. Moorehead felt that, for the 

natives, “this capture of persons 

was a mistake – but one that 

could be turned to advantage.” 

 Clara had hidden on her cloth-

ing at the time all the money the 

family had from when they sold 

out.  The attack, lasted on and 

off for about five days.  Richard 

Blinn survived but had nothing, 

not even a horse, when he set 

out to get his wife back.  Clara Blinn and her baby were 

taken to Black Kettle’s winter camp on the Washita River 

in Oklahoma.  She twice took the chance to smuggle out 

letters, begging to be ransomed.  She was traded to an 

Arapaho named Yellow Bear.  “When Richard Blinn had 

made his way to Ft. Cobb, below the winter camp, he 

saw and attacked an Indian who was wearing Blinn’s 

shirt; the Indian was Yellow Bear.” 

The tragic end:  Possibly the saddest part of this tale 

is that although General Sheridan had an official report 

of Clara’s capture and was aware of her desperate 

notes, he decided not to rescue her.  Because her hus-

band was dead (he thought) and she had doubtless 

been violated many times and would probably die soon 

from the weeks of rough treatment, he decided it was 

not worth the time and the five ponies to ransom her.  

 Clara and Willie were found after Custer’s attack at 

Washita, shot, and her son’s head crushed.  It was pos-

sible she was killed by friendly fire.  She was buried at 

Ft. Arbuckle on Christmas Day.  Richard Blinn arrived in 

January, having walked and ridden borrowed horses for 

weeks.  The family story says he took a stone from each 

of the graves and returned to Ohio, where he died soon 

after in 1870. ☼ 

—————————————————————————————-- 

Did you know……. 

Santa Fe Trail to be Paved 

Rocky Ford – There is considerable interest in Otero 

county regarding the proposed concrete road from 

Pueblo to Kansas City over the Santa Fe Trail and there 

is little doubt that the county will build several miles of 

road each year.  During the fall months this road is cut 

up by the heavy loads of beets and it requires the ex-

penditures of a good sum of money each spring to put 

the trail in a passable condition.  It is argued that with a 

good concrete road the amount necessary for repairs 

would be small. 

                   From the Wray Rattler, November 30, 1916 

Chief Black Kettle 
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The Tragedy of Sand Creek 

The following book review was written by La Donna Hutton 

and given at the February Chapter meeting, “Love to Read 

Along the Santa Fe Trail”.  The book Mochi’s War was writ-

ten by Chris Enns and Howard Kazanjian. 

Review by LaDonna Hutton 

Mochi’s War explores the repercussions of the Sand 

Creek Massacre from the perspective of a Cheyenne 

woman whose determination swept her into some of the 

most dramatic and heartbreaking moments in the con-

flicts that ensued in the aftermath of Sand Creek. 

 Mochi’s War is the story of a ruthless woman warrior 

who was born out of the pits of the Sand Creek Massa-

cre—a girl who would live only to see her slain family 

avenged.  Her name, Mochi, means Buffalo Calf Wom-

an.  Mochi and her husband, Medicine Water, engaged 

in raiding and warfare against the United States for 

more than 10 years.  These Cheyenne renegades be-

came two of the most feared Indians in the American 

West. 

Chapter 1:  Tragedy at Little Blue River 

Chapter 1 begins with a train leaving Ft. Leavenworth, 

KS in 1875 bound for Ft. Marion, Florida.  Thirty-three 

prisoners were on board but only one woman, Mochi.  

She made the 6-week journey shackled to her husband. 

 Flashback to August of 1864 with a story of a tragedy 

at Little Blue River where the Eubanks and Roper fami-

lies were attacked.  News of the tragedy at Little Blue 

River horrified pioneers.  General G. M. Dodge, com-

mander of all military forces in the west, wrote to Wash-

ington stating the government either needed to abandon 

the entire western US or meet the war issue presented.   

Chapter 2:  The Reverend Colonel 

Chapter 2 is a chapter on the life of Colonel John Chiv-

ington, the “Fighting Parson” and his connection with 

Governor Evans.  The chapter tells of Chivington’s min-

istry and how he brought order to lawless communities 

wherever he was placed.  In St. Joseph, MO, at the be-

ginning of the Civil War, Chivington spoke against slav-

ery. Of course, that did not set well with the people of 

Missouri, which was a slavery state.  Chivington was 

warned that he would be tarred and feathered if he said 

anything against slavery.  The Sunday following the 

warning he stepped up the pulpit carrying two pistols.  

After laying a gun down on each side of his Bible he an-

nounced, “By the grace of God and these two revolvers 

I’m going to preach here today.”  He proceeded without 

interruption.  However, he then moved his family a few 

times before taking a position with the Rocky Mountain 

District in 1860.  The Civil War began on April 12, 1861 

but John Chivington did not join the fighting until nearly 

two years later.  Shortly after the First Colorado Volun-

teer Cavalry Regiment was formed, Chivington offered 

his services.  He was appointed major over the regi-

ment.  Chivington 

proved himself to be an 

effective military officer 

when the First Colorado 

Regiment managed to 

overtake Confederate 

soldiers in the Battle of 

Glorietta. 

Chapter 3:  Terms of 

Surrender 

Chapter 3 speaks of 

Colonel Chivington’s 1st 

and 3rd Colorado Caval-

ry stationed in Denver.  

The men became bored 

and frustrated as it was 

too cold to put their 

plans to action to put an 

end to the hostile actions of the Indians.  Chivington 

knew that whatever action was going to be taken 

against the Indians had to be done quick or there would 

be no soldiers left as many of them were ready to 

“muster out”.  So, without any formal orders, on Novem-

ber 23, 1864 Chivington rallied his troops and traveled 

to Ft. Lyon where he “assumed” command of an expedi-

tion to seek out and attack Plains Indians.  Captain 

Charles Soule and Major Wynkoop reminded Chivington 

that peaceful Indians were expecting the government to 

honor the treaties and to protect them.  But Chivington, 

convinced there were no peaceful Indians, felt the only 

thing to do was to annihilate them.  At daybreak on No-

vember 29,1864, the Indians, camped in a horseshoe 

bend of Sand Creek, heard the sound of the drumming 

of hooves on the sand.  They thought it was only buffalo 

running in the near distance where most of the warriors 

were hunting and were not alarmed. 

Chapter 4:  Nothing Lives Long 

A bugler sounded the charge.  The Indians were caught 

off guard with this surprise invasion.  The full force of 

the cavalry’s strike yielded immediate devastation.  

Black Kettle believed the attack would cease when the 

soldiers noticed the American Flag and the white flag of 

truce.  Black Kettle and his wife stood at the flag pole 

until they realized the soldiers were hell bent on annihi-

lating them.  This chapter gives a horrific description of 

the battle.  Mochi was among those frantic to escape.  

She watched her mother get shot in the head and heard 

the cries of her father and her first husband as they 

fought for their lives.  Mochi escaped with Black Kettle.  

Her despair turned to rage.  She joined warriors and 

vowed to avenge the death of her family.  She promised 

to fight to the death against the white man’s idea of 

peace. 
             Continued on Page 6 -- Mochi 
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Continued from Page 5 — Mochi 

Chapter 5:  The Missing 

Chivington’s attack on Sand Creek was meant to destroy 

the Indians’ will to fight, but it did not work.  When Mochi 

was not helping with meals and caring for children, she 

was learning the ways of the Dog Soldiers and preparing 

for more attacks on white settlers.  The Dog Soldiers had 

the reputation for being particularly ruthless and savage.  

Because of the Sand Creek Massacre, raid upon raid 

was carried out on soldiers and settlers throughout 1865.  

Mochi, as a Dog Soldier, took part in the killing and ritu-

alistic mutilation of her enemies. 

 Somewhere and somehow in the midst of these bat-

tles, Mochi met a warrior named Medicine Water.  He 

had lost his wife at Sand Creek and was raising his 

daughter, Tahnea, alone.  They both shared a strong 

desire to eliminate the white man from their homeland 

and preserve the traditions and lifestyles of the Chey-

enne People.  Even though Mochi and Medicine Water 

would have two more daughters of their own, Mochi and 

Tahnea remained extremely close.  The little girl idolized 

Mochi, never wanting to leave her side.  Stories of Mo-

chi’s and Tahnea’s strong bond were told for genera-

tions. 

 Several treaties of the Little Arkansas and Medicine 

Lodge were never acknowledged and were broken by 

the white man.  By November of 1868, the Cheyenne 

were camped on the bank of the Washita River in the 

Oklahoma territory (supposedly a place hospitable to the 

Indians).  But November 27th (2 days short of the 4th an-

niversary of the Sand Creek Massacre), found General 

George Custer leading a cavalry attack on the peaceful 

camp.  Another horrific massacre ensued resulting in the 

death of Chief Black Kettle and his wife.  Cheyenne his-

tory notes that Mochi fought valiantly during the Battle of 

Washita but was separated from her daughter, Tahnea. 

Chapter 6:  Lessons from the Yellow-Haired Woman 

Heartsick and angry over the loss of her daughter, Mochi 

followed her husband and a band of braves set on mak-

ing the white man pay for their atrocities.  Medicine Wa-

ter was made a leader of the Bow String Society, a war-

rior sect who were exceptional marksmen with a bow 

and arrow and were ruthless and unforgiving. 

 While Mochi and Medicine Water were mourning the 

loss of their daughter, a member of another Cheyenne 

tribe found Tahnea hidden in the banks of the Washita 

River.  She had been shot in the hip and severely 

wounded that left her crippled and her life changed for-

ever.  She was returned to Mochi and Medicine Water. 

 The senseless slaughter of her parents and first hus-

band and permanent injury sustained by Tahnea were 

always at the forefront of Mochi’s thoughts.  She was out 

for blood. 

Chapter 7:  Savage and Cruel 

Ten years after Sand Creek Massacre, animosity be-

tween the Indians and white settlers was still raging.  

Stories traveled from outpost to outpost of how white 

settlers, surveying crews and mail carriers continued to 

suffer the wrath of Medicine Water’s band. 

 Colonel Nelson Miles was ordered to capture Medicine 

Water, Mochi and the 276 other Indians fighting with 

them.  Determined never to surrender, the Cheyenne 

renegades raided Miles’ group in what would be known 

as the most shocking battle of all in the Red River War. 

Chapter 8:  Mochi 

The book details the Indian attack on the German Family 

and how the four sisters were taken by Mochi and Medi-

cine Water’s Bow String Society.  Colonel Miles was de-

termined to rescue the girls.  Throughout the bitter winter 

months of 1874-75, Miles and his troops relentlessly pur-

sued the warring Plains tribes.  On March 1, 1875, the 

last two sisters were surrendered and at the same time, 

Mochi and Medicine Water were placed in irons and put 

in a guardhouse. 

Chapter 9:  Life at Fort Marion 

Mochi was described as “so distinguished for fiend-like 

fierceness and atrocity” that it was not deemed safe to 

leave her on the plains.  “She was as mean as they 

come.”   

 The Bowstring Society did not fully comprehend what 

was happening to them when they were shackled and 

boarded on the train bound for Florida.  However, they 

did know that they were being taken to a region the Indi-

ans would find inhospitable.  Several tried to escape 

and/or committed suicide. 

 Illness was a continual problem for the Indians at Ft. 

Marion—mostly heat exhaustion and/or gastro-intestinal 

ailments.  But mostly they were homesick.  The transi-

tion from life on the plains to life in prison was impossible 

for the Bowstring Society members.  Mochi never 

ceased to mourn the loss of her family or her former way 

of life. 

Chapter 10:  Never to Be Home Again 

In April, 1878, the U.S. Government agreed to send the 

Indians back to reservations in Oklahoma.  Many were 

sick with typho-malaria and tuberculosis.  But again the 

government did not comply with the agreed amount of 

rations.  The Cheyenne’s were starving and always poor.  

Lack of health care was also a problem for those suffer-

ing from life threatening illnesses they had contacted in 

prison.  In 1881, Mochi died from tuberculosis. 

Epilogue and Remembering Sand Creek 

Throughout the book, there are accounts of Chivington’s 

life after Sand Creek.  Colonel John Chivington died of 

stomach cancer on October 4, 1894 at the age of 70. 

The last section recounts additional stories of Sand 

Creek atrocities at the Sand Creek Massacre site. ☼ 
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A Brief Sketch of the Caddo Indian Agency  

in Colorado Territory 

The following article was read by LaDonna Hutton at the 

site of the Caddo Indian Agency/Prowers home on the June 

13th field trip.  The article was written by Richard Carrillo, 

Archaeologist, and Phil Petersen, Historian, in 1996.  

Thanks also go to John Carson for locating the article in the 

Bent’s Old Fort archives. 

The Caddos had been displaced from their ancestral 

homes in eastern Louisiana and pushed west into Arkan-

sas, and finally Texas during the period from the mid-

1500s to the 1840s.  The Caddos lived peacefully in   

eastern Texas as farmers and remained friendly to their 

neighbors until trouble came to them in 1851.  The ad-

vance of Manifest Destiny and the continual pressures of 

white settlers into eastern Texas forced the Caddos onto 

a reservation further north along the Brazos River near 

the mouth of the clear Fork in 1854.  The tribes of Cad-

do, Anadarkos and Heinais were guaranteed a reserve 

away from white settlement, but politics, once again, put 

them on the move into “Indian Territory”.  They were 

moved to the Washita River near Beaver Creek and an-

other reserve by the fall of 1859.  The three tribes, com-

prising a total of 462 started the farming activities over 

again.  All was fine until the Civil War made its way to 

the West. 

   The Southern Confederacy was stirring up the Plains 

Indians and other tribes into hopeful allegiance to the 

South’s cause.  In late 1862 or early 1863, Matthew 

Leeper, agent on the Washita left his agency to join the 

Confederates.  The Caddos and related tribes were giv-

en the choice of showing allegiance to the Confederates 

or leave their homes.  The tribes chose to leave their 

homes, most of their stock (which the southern troops 

ate) and belongings, and walked north into Kansas.  

They were in destitute condition by the time they 

reached Walnut Creek near 

Larned, Kansas. 

   In January 1863, Samuel G. 

Colley, agent for the Upper Ar-

kansas River was in Larned.  He 

met with the tribal leaders and 

assured them that the “Great 

Father” would care for them.  

During the spring and summer 

of that year, the tribes were 

cared for, but remained in de-

plorable condition. 

   Although agent Colley was 

very busy trying to get agency 

grounds and buildings estab-

lished near Point of Rocks 

(present day North La Junta) for 

the Cheyenne and Arapaho, he set the wheels in motion 

at establishing an agency near the Fort Lyon (Wise) Mili-

tary Reservation.  Here, the Caddo could live and farm, 

for Colley found an ideal location where over 2000 acres 

was farmable.  The site was located on the south side of 

the Arkansas River just west of the military reservation.   

Here, a ditch could be built and houses could be built for 

the chiefs and their families.  In the late summer of 1863, 

agent Colley was joined by (Judge) John W. Wright to 

help the Caddos.  Wright purchased tools and farming 

supplies and headed for the Arkansas agency site.  On 

Wright’s trip through Larned, he met with the chiefs of 

the Caddo and other tribes.  The chiefs were to accom-

pany him to Colorado Territory, but were delayed a short 

time. 

 It was late September 1863 before the five chiefs saw 

their pro-

posed new 

land.  They 

were very 

hopeful they 

could start a 

new life here.  

They com-

missioned 

Robert Bent 

to write a let-

ter on their 

behalf, ex-

pressing their 

desire to live on the Arkansas.  Wright set out to build a 

long wall that could include a lean-to style “Mexican roof” 

to be used to protect the Caddos against the elements 

until other houses could be built.  The chiefs went back 

to their camp near Larned.  Before Wright left in the late 

fall, three houses of stone were under construction.  

They were to each be 54 ft. X 18 ft., with three rooms 

each. 

 During the same time period, the plains were in an 

uproar.  The Native American plains groups were in the 

midst of retaliating against the continued Anglo American 

invading migration.  The Caddo took no part of these 

uprisings, remaining at peace near Larned.  The area 

around Fort Lyon was also depleted of Buffalo during 

these times and forage was poor.  Due to these condi-

tions, Judge Wright decided the Caddo should not move 

to their new home until the Spring of 1864. 

 The Caddo and associated groups stayed through the 

Winter of 1863-64 near Larned.  The Indian Agency sup-

plied the bare essentials and the tribes remained in des-

titute condition.  With the coming of Spring, the Caddos 

decided not to make the move to Colorado Territory, but 

stay near Larned and plant the seeds the government 

had given them.  The Arkansas Agency had a back-up  
         Continued on Page 8 — ProwersSamuel G. Colley 

Site of Caddo Indian Agency/Prowers home 
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Book Review 

Neither Wolf Nor Dog 

Book Review by Ed Stafford 

     If you have wondered what to call an Indian, or 
whether wearing your Indian jewelry among Indians is 
acceptable to them, or whether they carry a grudge for 
the actions of Whites at Wounded Knee and Sand 
Creek, or why their homes on the Rez frequently appear 
a disaster, then the book I am writing about is for you.   

    It is titled "Neither Wolf Nor Dog:  On Forgotten Roads 
with An Indian Elder" by 
Dr. Kent Nerburn, a man 
"deeply involved in native 
American issues and edu-
cation" on the Red Lake 
Ojibwe Reservation in 
northern Minnesota.  Cop-
yrighted in 1994, it is pub-
lished by the New World 
Library of Novato, CA. 

     However, the subject of 
this book is the people of a 
Lakota tribe in North Dako-
ta, particularly "Dan," who 
invites Nerburn to spend a 
summer with him and 

learn about Indian views on the White Man's history, reli-
gion, politics, wanna-be Indians, Western movies, edu-
cation of Indian children, and many other subjects.  He 
has read Nerburn's writings about the Red Lake Rez, 
and he believes Nerburn is the man to record his 
knowledge for future generations of Indian youth, who 
are rapidly losing their culture. 

     With a pocket tape recorder and the permission of 
this Lakota elder, Nerburn joins Dan and his friend 
Grover and dog Fatback for a drive across the Dakotas 
and Montana learning about the life of a Northern Lakota 
Indian in the modern world.  During this time Dan shares 
his silences, his meditations, his blunt language, his 
"take" on history, his views of the White Man's cruel 
treatment of their fellow Americans, and much more. 

     As the Booklist review of the book says, "Realists 
wanting a truthful, fiery, and ultimately cleansing dia-
logue between Indian and white will definitely want [this 
book]." 

     What Dan reveals is always thoughtful and always 
thought-provoking.  He is a philosopher in tune with the 
earth and all forces of nature.  And, when visiting the 
sites of Mount Rushmore and the monument to Sitting 
Bull, for example, he is not gentle.  That the Indian nurs-
es his anger, he says, is a matter of honor.  Forgiveness, 
he says, is weakness.  The descriptions of Indians' his-
toric agonies are vivid. 

     However, there are times of good humor; good times 
when the young Nerburn finds genuine peace in Dan's 
company.  It opens the minds of a people much wronged

--though hardly innocent--and too often overlooked as 
other than film antagonists. 

 Through the history of our country, we have admired 
Indians to the extent we have named cities, motor vehi-
cles, sports teams, counties, states, rivers, mountains, 
and commercial products for them.  It is worthwhile to 
have some idea, after all these years, what may be in 
their minds. ☼ 

————————————————————————— 
Continued from Page 4 —  Prowers 

plan for the Caddo site, should they not move there.  

The buildings were going to be given to the Cheyenne 

and Arapaho as part of the Point of Rocks Agency, al– 

though the site was not on the reservation.  These plans 

were apparently abandoned, however, due to the contin-

ued plains confrontations. 

 As soon as it was apparent the three new houses 

were not to be used for their intended purposes, John W. 

Prowers apparently moved in as a squatter.  The gov-

ernment was too busy dealing with the Native American 

“problem” to worry about the Caddo Agency and Point of 

Rocks.  Prowers perhaps added on to the most westerly 

house and may have built a corral and stable.  It is at 

this house where it is 

believed Prowers and 

his family were held 

under house arrest 

while Col. Chivington 

rode to Sand Creek to 

make an unprecedent-

ed change to life as 

was then known in the 

Arkansas Valley.  

Prowers lived at Cad-

do, as the site became 

known, until 1867 

when he moved to 

Boggsville. 

   The site, today, has 

remained much as it 

was when it was im-

proved.  The 

A.T.&S.F. Railroad has come and gone and some dry-

land farming has occurred south of the site, but the land 

now remains pastureland.  We wish to express our sin-

cere appreciation to the Bonnie Clodfelter family for al-

lowing the special tour of the Caddo Agency site.  As 

you can see from the pristine setting, this site must re-

main in our minds as a special piece of knowledge of our 

history, and not one to be exploited. ☼ 

Note:  Upon the death of Bonnie Clodfelter, the property was passed 

to her three children.  Her son, Ty Clodfelter, currently resides on the 

property. 

————————————————————————————— 

  

John W. Prowers 

Kent Nerburn 
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Upcoming Chapter Events 

Apishapa Canyon Tour October 8 

By Larry Bourne 

 The Bent's Fort Chapter October Field Trip will be 

held on Saturday, October 8, in conjunction with the  

Apishapa Valley History Society.  Members of the Cora-

zon (NM) Chapter will also be joining us.  This is a tour 

into the rich history of this area of southern Colorado, 

from Native Americans through trappers and traders, 

and the Great Cattle Empires and includes some con-

nections to the Goodnight Trail. 

 Participants going on the Apishapa Canyon Tour will 

meet at the Apishapa State Wildlife turn off on State 

Highway 10, County Road 220 at mile marker 17. 

Registration will start at 9:30am and the tour will begin at 

10:00am Sharp. It will last about five hours and cover 

approximately 50 miles. Some of the roads require a 

four- wheel drive vehicle, so carpooling is strongly  

suggested.  

 The Apishapa Canyon turnoff is 17 miles from 

Walsenberg and 58 miles from La Junta.  For those 

wishing to carpool or to follow along from La Junta to the 

Canyon turnoff, 

please meet at 

the northeast 

corner of the Wal

-Mart parking lot 

in La Junta at 

8:00am.  We will 

leave from the 

parking lot no 

later than 

8:30am.  

   Plan to bring snacks/lunch and plenty of water. We will 

have lunch at the Bill Bourne Homestead and then pro-

ceed to the Goodnight Corrals and a nearby Cemetery.  

Also, wear good walking shoes and be aware that the 

weather is changeable this time of year.  Having a jacket 

or some protective clothing along is advisable. 

 The tour is open to members of the Bent’s Fort and 

Corazon Chapters and the Apishapa Valley History So-

ciety.  There is no charge for the event.  If you have any 

questions please contact Larry Bourne at 719-468-0904 

or by email bourne.larry@gmail.com. ☼ 

—————————————————— 

Sandy Dexter to Speak in November 

Sandy Dexter of Canon City will be the featured speaker 

at the November Chapter meeting.  Sandy has been 

doing research on Amache after the death of her hus-

band, John Prowers.  She has also written a book on 

Owl Woman titled Owl Woman: Her Life with William 

Bent. More information on the November will be coming. 

December Planning Meeting 

 It’s not too early to start thinking about field trips for 
2017.  The Board will hold it’s planning meeting on De-

cember 10th.  We’ve had lots of wonderful field trips this 

year, but there are still new places to discover and plac-
es worth a second look so be ready to give your ideas to 

the Board at the November meeting. ☼ 

—————————————————————————  

Membership Report 

By Kathy Wootten 

 Again we report that new members have joined the 
chapter and we welcome you - 

 Larry Carpenter Holly Cruikshank 

 Shannon Dimitt Jim Dunham 

 Mel & Susan Feeley Lee Fulbright & Connie Martinez 

 Jeff & Heather Reed David Ritchie   
 Jim & Irene Thompson   

Total memberships now are 158. 
 Beginning on October 1st, new member dues payments 
will be considered 2017 memberships.  Renewal member 
dues payments for 2017 will be appreciated at any time but 
are not officially due until January 1. 

 Thanks to all for making our chapter so great!  ☼ 
————————————————————————— 

More pictures from the 2016 Rendezvous…. 

 

Bill Bourne Homestead 

Merit Awardees: J. Carson, C. Essington, H. Jackson, R. 
Podszus, P. Palmer, P. Morgan, D. Russell, J. VanCoevern 

Donna Madison as 
Cathay Williams 

“Kit Carson” (portrayed Kit in the 
musical) meets John Carson 
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Bent’s Fort Chapter Officers and  
Committee Chairpersons 
 
President  
Pat Palmer  
(719) 931-4323  
gpatpalmer@hotmail.com  
 
Vice-President  
LaDonna Hutton  
(719) 469-2906 
LaDonnaHutton@gmail.com  
 
Secretary  
Peggy Jo Dowell 
719-469-9879 
pjd0512@yahoo.com 
 
Treasurer & Budget Committee  
Kathy Wootten  
(719) 688-9016  
bkwootten@bresnan.net 
 
Historian  
Ed Stafford  
(719) 468-2250  
staffordclaralee@gmail.com 
 
Membership Co-Chairpersons 
Kathy Wootten  
(719) 688-9016  
bkwootten@bresnan.net  
 
Jill Manley 
(719) 468-2039 
jjillyman@aol.com 
 
Education  
Chuck Reid 
(719) 989-7500 
 
Trail Preservation  
Kevin Lindahl  
(719) 469-1894  
kc0riy@live.com  
 
Trail Marking  
Charlie Hutton  
(719) 469-2906 
cnhutton@rural-com.com  
 
Publications  
Dotti Russell 
(719)336-2213 
djrussell123@hotmail.com 
 
Hospitality  
Don & Kitty Overmyer  
(719) 469-2484  
donandkitty@secom.net 

Upcoming 2016 Events:   
Bent’s Fort Chapter: 

October 8:  Apishapa Canyon Tour 

November 12:  Education Meeting, Speaker Sandy Dex-
ter, Rawlings Heritage Center & Museum, Las Animas, CO 

December 10:  BFC Board  2017 Planning Meeting   

    

Other Events 2016: 

October 1:  Prowers County Historical Society/Big Tim-

bers Museum 50th Anniversary Celebration, Lamar, CO 

October 1-2:  Boggsville 150th Anniversary Celebration  

October 8:  24th Annual Chuckwagon Dinner Fund-
raiser, Otero Museum, La Junta, CO 

October 20:  “Cheyenne Brides & Half-breed Daughters,” 
Prowers County Historical Society/Big Timbers Museum, 
Lamar, CO 

October 20:  “ La Llorona, the Wailing Woman”  
Santa Fe Trail Interpretive Center, 116 Bridge Street, Las 
Vegas, NM 

November 5:  Painting on the Purgatoire, Boggsville, 
CO 

December 2-3:  Traditional Holiday Celebration, Bent’s 
Old Fort, La Junta, CO  (Reservations can be made begin-
ning November 1, call 719-383-5026) 

 

SFTA Events: 

September 28-30, 2017:  SFTA Symposium, Olathe, KS 

September 20-22, 2018:  SFTA Rendezvous 2018, 

Larned, KS 

 

 

“The Santa Fe Trail Lives On” 

 

 

Photos:  Unless otherwise noted the pictures are by  

Dotti Russell. 

Pg. 1:  Photo from Taos Trail Tour by Linda Bourne 

Pg. 2:  Photo of Taos Trail Marker by Ron Dulle 

Pg. 3:  Scenic photo by Ron Dulle 

Pg. 4:  Photo of Black Kettle, Public Domain (Wikipedia) 

Pg. 7:  Photo of Samuel G. Colley, Public Domain (U.S. Gov.) 

Pg. 8:  Photo of Kent Nerburn, Wikipedia 

Pg. 8:  Photo of John W. Prowers, Courtesy of the Big Timbers 

Museum, Lamar, CO 

 

 

mailto:pjd0512@yahoo.com
mailto:bkwootten@bresnan.net
mailto:staffordclaralee@
mailto:bkwootten@bresnan.net
mailto:kc0riv@live.com
mailto:cnhutton@rural-com.com
mailto:djrussell123@hotmail.com
mailto:donandkitty@secom.net


 11 

 

September 2016 Newsletter               Bent’s Fort Chapter                                                    Page                                           

 

Santa Fe Trail Association 

2017 Membership Application 

The Santa Fe Trail Association (SFTA) is composed of people from all across the nation 

who share a common interest in discovering, exploring, and celebrating this fascinating 

part of southwestern history. The association works in close partnership with the National 

Park Service and local, state, and federal agencies to help preserve and protect the trail. 

When you join, you get… 

 The opportunity to increase your knowledge of the trail by attending national sympo-

siums and other events that offer tours and lectures by experts. 

 The opportunity to network with other people from across the country who share 

your passion for the trail 

 A subscription to Wagon Tracks which is the SFTA’s quarterly journal of news, scholar-

ly articles, book reviews, and other valuable news and the weekly email newsletter. 

 And,  the opportunity to support a nationally-recognized association that is working 

hard to preserve this fascinating part of our American history. 

Name    

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Mailing address   

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Email        Home Phone  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Work Phone       Cell Phone   

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Membership Type (s) You Are Purchasing:        ____BFC Individual $15.00       ____BFC Family $15.00 

(Check All That Apply)         ____Lifetime $500.00    ____Business/Organization $20.00 

Membership Type:    ____New Membership       ____Renewal            Are you an SFTA Member?  ___ Yes   ___ No 

Make Checks Payable to Bent’s Fort Chapter. Mail This Sheet and Check (s) to: 

KATHY WOOTTEN, 409 Willow Valley, Lamar, CO  81052     

(719) 336-7634 / bkwootten@bresnan.net 

 

Name_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address_________________________________________________________________________ 

Email___________________________________________  Phone________________________________ 

Membership Type: ____Youth (18 & Younger) $15.00 ____Individual $35.00 ____Family $40.00 

Make Checks Payable to Santa Fe Trail Association and Mail Checks and this Form to: 

Ruth Olson-Peters, Treasurer / Santa Fe Trail Center / RR3 / Larned, Kansas 67550 

BENT’S FORT CHAPTER 

2017 MEMBERSHIP FORM 


