
 

 

LaDonna Hutton Is The New President of SFTA 

Bent’s Fort Chapter 
Santa Fe Trail Association 

October 2013 Newsletter 

(Santa Fe Trail As-
sociation members 
were shocked to 
learn of the pass-
ing of  Association 
President Roger 
Slusher on July 4, 
2013. During the 
SFTA Board Meet-
ings in New Mexico 
in April, Roger had 
complained of back 
pain  and was diag-

nosed with arthritis in his lower back. A trip 
to the emergency room in June revealed that 
he was suffering from stage four pancreatic 
cancer. His illness advanced rapidly and he 
passed away at Research Medical Center in 
Kansas City. 

BFC member LaDonna Hutton, Acting Vice-
President of SFTA, has assumed the presi-
dency, and penned these comments in the 

last issue of Wagon Tracks.) 
 
Roger’s death has come as a shock to 
all of us. Our heartfelt love and support 
go out to his wife, Sandy. 

One of the strengths on any association 
is its ability to carry on after the loss of 
such a wonderful leader. Roger left a 
strong legacy in his vision for the Santa 
Fe Trail Association. It is now our re-
sponsibility to see his hopes and dreams 
for the association come to fruition. 

As we grieve the loss of our President, it 
is comforting to know that we are sur-
rounded by a wonderful Santa Fe Trail 
family. Over the past few short weeks as 
it became evident that change in the as-

sociation’s officer 
slate was eminent, 
I have so appreci-
ated the words of 
support and en-
couragement from 
many of you. Even 
though Roger’s 
footprints in our 
association and 
our hearts can 
never be filled, I 
want you all to 
know I am willing to humbly and honora-
bly “step up to the plate” to fill the posi-
tion vacated by Roger’s passing. 

It will be my purpose and desire to carry 
on the important projects and business 
of the Santa Fe Trail Association. With 
the help of our entire Santa Fe Trail fam-
ily, we will be able to accomplish Roger’s 
and our dreams for the Santa Fe Trail 
Association. I will need all of your sup-
port through this transition. Somehow, I 
feel that Roger will be right there encour-
aging us from above. 

I welcome your comments, ideas, and 
input. Please feel free to contact me at 
719-469-2906 or at 
ldhutton@bresnan.net or 
cnhutton@bresnan.net  
 
May Roger’s spirit go ahead of us in 
peace. 
 

La Donna Hutton 

 
DON’T 

FORGET 
These 
Future 
Events 

 October 12: Bent’s 
Old Fort Fur Trade 
Encampment 

 October 19: Bent’s 
New Fort NPS Way-
side Exhibit Dedication 

 November 1-3: Tour 
in Taos, New Mexico 

 December 6: Bent’s 
Old Fort Christmas 
Celebration 

 

Inside this issue… 

 New SFTA President 

 Pueblo Tour 

 Front Range Pipeline Up-
date 

 Willard Louden Remem-
bered 

 Amtrak Update 

 NPS on Facebook 

 BFC News 

 The Civil War in Colorado 

 The Cherokee Trail 

 Book Reviews 
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 BFC Members Tour of Sites in Pueblo Area 

On Saturday, August 17th, over forty members of the 

BFC met at the St. Vrain Cemetery near Boone.  Es-

tablished in 1858 with the burial of Ceran St. Vrain’s 

wife, the cemetery is still a place for burial today. 

At the ceme-

tery we 

learned more 

about 

Charles 

Autobees, an 

early Colo-

rado pioneer.  

Born in St. 

Louis in 1812 

Charles left 

home at thir-

teen and began moving westward, first as a trapper 

along the Missouri River going as far as Idaho then 

south into New Mexico where he sold Turley Distiller-

ies White Lightning from 1836-1847.  After serving as 

a Volunteer under Ceran St. Vrain to help quell the 

Taos rebellion Charles moved to Colorado eventually 

settling in the Arkansas Valley near the junction of 

the Huerfano and Arkansas Rivers.  There he farmed 

for many years, dying in 1882.  Sadly, many of the 

early tombstones in the graveyard, including those of 

Charles Autobees and his family, have been re-

moved and the exact location of his burial site is un-

known. 

Our next stop was at 

Fort Reynolds just 

east of Avondale.  

The fort, established 

in 1867, served the 

western emigrants.  

The forces at the fort 

were made up of the 

5th infantry (ground 

troops) and the 7th cavalry.  While never participating 

in major battles the troops did go on patrols as far as 

Trinidad.  The fort closed five years later in 1872.  

Though the fort had 30 major buildings, today there is 

only the marker that denotes its former location.  As a 

side note, one of the individuals stationed at the Fort, 

Lt. Lambert, went on to establish the Pueblo Chief-

tain.   

At our third stop 

along the way into 

Pueblo we learned 

about a major bat-

tle in which the 

Spanish defeated 

the Comanches in 

1779 near Green-

horn Peak.  In 

1786 the Coman-

ches signed a 

peace treaty at San Carlos de los Jupes in which 

they agreed to farm in the area and were given many 

farm implements and seed by the Spaniards.  A year 

later, after the death of one of the Indians, the Co-

manches gave up farming and left the settlement. 

In Pueblo, we 
viewed the mark-
ers of the trader 
Jacob Fowler, the 
rancher 
Marcelino Baca, 
and explorer 
Zebulon Pike.  In 
1822, settling on 
the edge of what 
would one day 
become Pueblo, 
Jacob Fowler built the first log house in the area.  
Marcelino Baca after trapping for many years, began 
farming and ranching the in the Hardscrabble/Pueblo 
area in 1844.  The Zebulon Pike marker denotes 
where Zebulon Pike and his troops camped in 1806 
and built the first 
structures in Colo-
rado.  Located on the 
Riverwalk in Pueblo, 
it was a great place 
to enjoy the welcome 
shade from trees 
along the bank. 

After lunch at the 
Southeast Colorado 
Heritage Center/
Museum, we learned of the Mormon Settlement in 
the Pueblo area in the mid-1840’s.  The Mormon Bat-
talion had over 500 recruits and traveled from Ft. 
Leavenworth through Pueblo, served in the Mexican  

(Continued on page 4) 

St. Vrain Cemetery 

Fort Reynolds Site 

San Carlos 

Fowler, Baca, Pike Site 

Relaxing 
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Pueblo Tour Continued 

Mexican War and then marched to assist General 
Kearney in California.  Some of the soldiers family 
members settled in Pueblo during this time before 
many moved onto Utah. 

After the talk 
we went to the 
El Pueblo Mu-
seum where 
we viewed an 
archeological 
excavation of 
El Pueblo, the 
first trading 
post in Pueblo 
built in 1842.  
The site of the 
El Pueblo and the adjoining Fariss Hotel built in 1888 
was discovered in 1989.  For many years the El 
Pueblo’s trading activities connected with the Santa 

Fe Trail. 

Our many 

thanks go out to 

William Tilley, 

Abel Rael, Mary 

Lindenmuth, 

Georgine 

Booms, and 

Carla Hendrick-

son who with 

their knowledge contributed so much to further our 

understanding of the early residents and pioneers of 

the Arkansas River Valley and Pueblo. 

(This article was contributed by BFC member Dottie 

Russell. Photos courtesy of Dottie, Pat Palmer, and 

LaDonna Hutton. Also, thanks to Tony Juarez and 

Ron Dulle for creating this tour, previewing the sites, 

and arranging for the speakers and venues.) 

El Pueblo 

El Pueblo 

One of the threats to the Santa Fe Trail is the vast 
number of new pipelines carrying oil and natural gas 
from northern states to southern ones. One construc-
tion project SFTA preservation officers have been 
watching is the new Front Range Pipeline which will 
carry liquefied natural gas from Weld County, Colo-
rado, to Skellytown, Texas. This 435 mile long pipe-
line will cross the Santa Fe Trail  in multiple spots in-
cluding a crossing on Hwy 194 near north La Junta. 

On September 17th, the company cut a shallow 
trench several hun-
dred feet long that 
crossed the route of 
the Trail. On hand to 
monitor the cut and to 
look for evidence of 
the Trail were com-
pany officials; Rich-
ard Carrillo, Arche-
ologist; Faye Gaines, 
SFTA Preservation 
Chairwoman; Michael 
Elliot, NPS; Michelle 
Stevens, USFS; and, BFC Preservation Chairman 
Kevin Lindahl. 

Recent heavy rains complicated the archaeology 
work as the trench began filling with seeping water 
when it was only about 18” deep. 

Despite this obstacle, evidence was found revealing 
the actual site of the 
Trail. According to Mr. 

Carrillo, “I believe we 

did find a trace of the 

Santa Fe Trail. It con-

sists of a fairly exten-

sive area marked by a 

dark organic soil layer 

about one foot or more 

in some place, in depth 

and located about 1.5-

2.0 feet below the pre-

sent ground surface. It 

was not a single swale, but rather a broad swath pro-

viding the impression that in this area, at least, a se-

ries of wagons running abreast rather than in single 

file. As flat is the field is and located in the Arkansas 

River floodplain, it would be possible.” 

Richard and Ms. Stevens will return to the site later 

when the actual trench is dug for the pipeline. 

Front Range Pipeline Update 

L-R: Carrillo, Stevens, 

Elliot, Gaines 

Richard Carrillo 

 in Foreground 
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In Memoriam: Willard Charles Louden, 1925—2013 

(All of Colorado lost a great 
man with the recent passing of 
Willard Louden. Below is a 
tribute written to him by his 
wife, Mary Ann Louden. Many 
SFTA members will remember 
the visit to Willard's studio in 
Branson during our 2007 Sym-
posium in Trinidad.)  

Willard Charles Louden, 88, 
beloved husband and patriarch 
of one of Las Animas County's 
Centennial Ranches, left this 
life Monday, Sept. 2, 2013, in 
Trinidad, where he was born in 
1925 to Roy Dick Louden and 
his wife, Zita Bradley Louden.  

Even if you did not personally 
know Willard, you are no doubt familiar with some of his life 
works. In concert with others, he helped to create the Cora-
zon de Trinidad downtown area and to secure its designa-
tion as a National Historic District. Willard was also instru-
mental in preserving many of the irreplaceable, historic 
buildings of the town, including the Columbian Hotel, the 
Bell Block and the Denver Hotel. Along with Arthur Roy 
Mitchell and Dr. Morris Taylor, Willard was directly respon-
sible for the preservation of the brick streets within Trini-
dad's Historic District. Many believe that his 1970s-era 
book, "Trinidad: A Historic Building Survey," remains the 
authoritative source of information regarding Trinidad's 
most important buildings.  

All of his lifetime efforts, in the areas of historic preserva-
tion, art, museums, archaeology, anthropology, geology, 
paleontology, environmentalism and humanitarianism 
seem to have revolved around preserving the past with an 
eye toward the present and future.  

He was one of the founders of the Louden-Henritze Ar-
chaeology Museum at Trinidad State Junior College, along 
with Ruth Henritze and his late brother, Richard Louden. 
He also served as the museum's director and was a long-
time Board member. 

As an activist, Willard devoted many years of his life to pro-
tecting the area in and around the Pinon Canyon Maneuver 
Site. He worked with the University of Denver Archaeology 
Department to locate and itemize the historic and prehis-
toric artifacts on the site, including one of the largest-
known trails of dinosaur tracks. His efforts ultimately led 
the U.S. Congress to pass legislation transferring owner-
ship of this significant site from the U.S. Army to the U.S. 
Forest Service. The area containing the tracks is now part 
of the Comanche National Grasslands. 
A noted Western landscape painter, Willard studied under 
Trinidad artist Arthur Roy Mitchell. After receiving a Bache-
lor of Fine Arts from the University of Missouri, Willard 
taught private art classes in Colorado and New Mexico. He 
continued graduate work at Adams State College, the Uni-

versity of Colorado, and Colorado State University, study-
ing geology, anthropology, and psychology, and went on to 
become a founder, volunteer curator, and Board member 
of the A.R. Mitchell Museum of Western Art on Trinidad's 
Main Street.  

He also worked as a 
teacher and mentor 
at all levels, at both 
Branson School (of 
which he was a 
graduate) and Trini-
dad State Junior Col-
lege.   

Given his education 
and innate ability to 
turn ideas into reality, 
Willard was a tireless volunteer. He served in the first 
Peace Corps contingent sent to Asia (Iran), and served on 
numerous local, regional, and national organizations dedi-
cated to education, art, the environment, and health. 

Among his fondest achievements 
were his years spent on the 
Branson School Board and his 
service to The Nature Conser-
vancy, in addition to his associa-
tion with "The Mitch" and the 
Louden-Henritze Museum. In 
2009, he purchased the Branson 
Old Schoolhouse/Church, and 
spearheaded its transformation 
into a community gathering spot 
and home of the Louden Com-

munity Library.  

He is survived by his beloved wife Mary Ann, of the family 
home, and daughter Tamara (Flux) Neo of Virginia, three 
grandchildren, and nephew Mac (Toylene) Louden, Bran-
son.  

A true Renaissance man and lover of animals and nature, 
Willard requested that no formal type of memorial service 
be held. Instead he wrote, "Rather I would hope I would be 
fondly remembered by my friends while they are enjoying 
some simple swath of golden prairie, magnificent stretch of 
blue mesas, an awesome canyon or watching the clouds 
from some sun- and shadow-dappled hillside."  

In lieu of flowers, donations in Willard's memory may be 
sent to the A.R. Mitchell Museum of Western Art in Trini-
dad; Friends of Historic Branson/Louden Community Li-
brary in Branson; or the Louden-Henritze Museum at Trini-
dad State Junior College.  
  

Know you, my friends, though I am gone still I am here... 
My image is in the clouds. 

You may hear my voice racing the wind  
And feel my spirit dancing in the rain. 

 
Willard Louden 

   

 (
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 Leaders From Three States Meet in Pueblo Hoping To Save Amtrak 

Over 150 community leaders and concerned citizens 
from Colorado, Kansas, and New Mexico met in Pueblo 
on Saturday September 14th to discus ways to keep 
Amtrak's Southwest Chief running through Colorado. 
Participants included mayors, commissioners, and rep-
resentatives, and Amtrak’s Chief of State and Local Af-
fairs, Ray Lang. The city of La Junta was represented 
by Rick Klein, City Manager. BFC members present 
included Charlie and LaDonna Hutton, Ed and Clara 
Lee Stafford, and Beverly Babb. 

Amtrak will cease operating its trains between Newton, 
KS, and Lamy, NM, at the end of 2014—a distance of 
650 miles—unless funds are raised to maintain and im-
prove the tracks. At present the BNSF Railroad is re-
sponsible for trackage but has performed only minimal 
work as its freight trains now run further south on its 
new TRANSCON corridor. BNSF has spend 1.8 billion 
to date building this southern route and sees no further 
use for running its freight trains over Raton Pass. Its 
commitment to maintain the tracks in Colorado ceases 
at the end of 2014.  

The loss of Amtrak would be a major blow to communi-
ties along its route in Kansas, Colorado, and New Mex-
ico. A key travel alternative would be gone and tourism 
and economic opportunities will be lost.  

The loss would also be a blow to the Santa Fe Trail As-
sociation's mission to preserve, protect, and promote 
the historical legacy of the Santa Fe Trail. Every year 
1,000's of tourists ride the train along the route of the 
Trail. Boy Scouts traveling to Philmont Ranch in NM 

use the train. Volunteers from La Junta and Albuquer-
que give presentations on the train about the history of 
the area, especially the Santa Fe Trail. 

Sal Price, Pueblo County Commissioner, urged the 
crowd to talk with their local lawmakers and representa-
tives. “It starts with your legislators, regardless of party,” 
he said. “You need to talk to your local legislator, mem-
ber of congress or local elected official. Set up a meet-
ing with them instead of calling or emailing. It’s that im-
portant. Let them know that we want to get this done 
and that they are the ones who can help.” Price esti-
mated that $2 -$5 million a year is needed for the next 
10 years to maintain the track. 
 

 

The National Park Service Intermountain Region is now on Facebook! To find 
them, just go to Facebook and in the search box type in Santa Fe National 
Historic Trail. Be sure to “Like” the page and you’ll start to get periodic up-
dates on what your NPS is doing 
along the Trail.  

Also, be sure to click on the “Share” 
button to share news that will be 
posted to your timeline. Doing so 
helps NPS, SFTA, and your local 
chapter protect, preserve, and pro-
mote the historical legacy of the 
Trail.  
 

 

Join The NPS National Trails Intermountain Region on Facebook 



6 

More BFC Chapter News 

Reserve Your Room for Our Taos Trip 

 

We’ve changed 
the date of our 
Taos overnight 
trip from the 3rd 
week of Novem-
ber to the 1st 
week of that 
month in hopes 
that the weather 
will be warmer 
and the town less crowded.  

LaDonna Hutton, Bonnie Ratliff, and Kitty Overmyer 
recently traveled to Taos to scout out sites to visit. 
They found 4 shoe stores, 3 dress shops, and a cou-
ple of historic sites. 

The good news is that they negotiated fantastic rates 
at the Sagebrush Inn. This historic inn has been com-
pletely remodeled and decorated with hand-carved 
furniture, Mexican tiled bathrooms, accent rugs, tin 
light fixtures, and vigas as well as TV’s and phones. 
Room rates start at only $69.00 per night. Rooms 
with fireplaces are only $79.00. 

Call 1-800-428-3626 to make your reservations. Be 
sure to say that you’re with the Bent’s Fort Chapter to 
get the special rates. And, reserve now to be sure 
that you do get a room. 

 

Membership Report 

 

Membership Chairperson Kathy Wootten has exciting 
membership news for us. As of mid-August, our chap-
ter has 150 members! This is an astonishing number 
of members for one chapter to have. Many chapters 
have fewer than 50 members and a couple are strug-
gling just to survive. 

Please thank Kathy for the exceptional work she has 
done on membership renewals and getting new mem-
bers signed up. Our chapter is the largest one by far 
in SFTA and it just keeps getting bigger and better 
every year. 
 
 
 
 

                  Geocaching Update 

 
SFTA Geocaching Chairman Kevin Lindahl reports 
that over 60 fully stocked Geocaches have been 
placed along the entire length of the Santa Fe Trail 
including several in our area. This exciting new family 
oriented program will officially be activated during the 
September 2013 Symposium in Ulysses. 

Geocaching is one of the fastest-growing hobbies in 
the world. It combines modern GPS technology with 
good old-fashioned treasure hunting. It appeals to all 
ages and will be a great help in promoting the histori-
cal aspect of the Trail. More details will follow later. 
 

       Bent’s New Fort Wayside Dedication 
 
On October 19th, a dream will come true for Santa Fe 
Trail fans when the site of Bent’s New Fort near 
Lamar will be opened to the public.  

In 1849, William 
Bent moved his 
famous frontier 
trading post east 
to a location along 
the Arkansas 
River near Lamar. 
Eventually he 
build a stone fort 
on a bluff above 
the river. It didn’t 
last long and the stones were “repurposed” for other 
buildings in the area. 

For over 100 years, this site has been off limits to visi-
tors. Now, thanks to the generosity of the Simmons 
family, the current land owners, the site will  be 
opened and available. Five signage panels will give 
illustrated information about the fort, Fort Lyon, Sand 
Creek, archaeology, and the Simmons family. A half-
mile hiking trail has been created with some of the 
work done by youth from Colorado Preserve. 

On October 
19th, this site will 
be formally dedi-
cated. SFTA and 
NPS representa-
tives will be pre-
sent. All BFC 
members and 
friends are in-
vited to attend 

this special event. More details will follow later. 
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(Jeff Campbell is a historian who 
has researched the Civil War and 
Military Forts and Posts in our 
area. He has written 10previous 
articles on these subjects and con-
tinues the articles here.) 

[For sources contact me. There’s 
too many for inclusion here. Most 

information comes from official records of the Civil War 
[OR], U. S. Army records, National Archives [NARA], Dept. 
of the Interior and BIA, as well as contemporary newspa-
pers. I’ll be glad to share citations if you’re interested. Email 
any requests kiowalone@yahoo.com. Military abbreviations: 
MG=Major General, BG=Brigadier General, COL=Colonel, 
LTC=Lieutenant Colonel, MAJ=Major, CPT=Captain, 
1LT=1

st
 Lieutenant, 2LT=2

nd
 Lieutenant, SGT=Sergeant, 

Pvt.=Private, C.O.=Commanding Officer.] 

1864: Telegraph didn’t reach past Denver in CO nor 
past Ft. Riley in KS. No telegraph at Ft. Lyon. The fort 
was in the military District of Colorado, Dept. of Kan-
sas, HQ at Ft. Leavenworth. 
 
Jan. 31: Troops in Dept. of Kansas, Dist. of Colorado, 
Ft. Lyon, MAJ Scott J. Anthony, C.O., Co.s F, K & M, 
1st Colo. Cav., CPT James H. Dodge, 9th  Wisc. Btry. 
 
Pvt. Ostrander, Co. F, 1st Reg.: “Fort Lyon, Feb 16th 
’64, Dear Mother! ...You want me to give you a discrip-
tion of Fort Lyon. ... It is just above Bent’s new fort, ... 
It is built on a low flat bottom close to the river. It is 
merely a parade ground surrounded by the buildings. 
... The commissary, or Bents new Fort, is ... on a hill ... 
part of the bluff which comes down to the river. ... built 
of flat stones and mud the same as this post. ... a 
[solid] wall of rooms around a [plaza] or square.” 
 
March 31: Units reported, Ft. Lyon, MAJ Anthony, 1st 
Colo. Vol. Cav. C.O.; Co.s F, K, & M at post. CPT 
Dodge, 9th Wisc. Vol. Btry. 
 
Spring 1864: Photographer Wm. G. Chamberlain tells, 
historian Francis Cragin on Sept. 28, 1903, that he 
took familiar photo of Ft. Lyon, as seen from BNF with 
Sibley tents along E side of fort, Ark. River on left, 
stage station on right with its haystacks. 
 
April 8: 1LT George S. Eayre expedition against Indi-
ans to SE Colo. Terr. burns villages. 
April 12: 2LT Clark Dunn, Co. C, 1st Reg., Skirmish: 
Fremont's Orchard on S. Platte R. 

CPT Samuel H. Cook, Co. F, 1st Reg. Cav., Colo. 
Vols., C.O. Ft. Lyon. [OR] Co. A & B, 1st Reg. Com-
pany Muster Rolls, May, June, 1864 station Ft. Lyon. 
Pvt. Jesse S. Haire, Co. D, 1st Reg. Cav., Colo. Vols.: 
notes Co. F, K & G at Ft. Lyon 
 
May 3: Fight at Cedar Bluffs (Cedar Cañon): MAJ 
Downing & 2LT Dunn Co. C, 1st Reg. 
May 8: MAJ Edward W. Wynkoop arrives at Ft. Lyon, 
Colo. Terr., Dist. of Colo. May 9: he takes command of 
fort. 
May 12: COL Chivington orders Wynkoop to estab. a 
picket post down Arkansas R. near the Colo. line, - 
Camp Wynkoop - and send a scout towards Red R. 
May 16: Big Bushes or Ash Creek Fight, KS. Lean 
Bear killed by Colo. troops. 
May 19: Denver Cherry Creek Flood this evening 
through next morning. 
May 24: Denver – Rocky Mountain News [RMN] 
GREAT FLOOD ON THE ARKANSAS. “At Fort Lyon, 
... Gould, the Postmaster, writes ... the turbid river is 
booming o'er its banks, ... Mr. Keeling, ... Conductor of 
the [Santa Fe] Express and mail coach, informs us that 
floods ... are the order of the day in Southern Colo-
rado...” 
May 26: 2LT John Oster with command return to Ft. 
Lyon from the Smoky Hill. 
June 3: MAJ Wynkoop at Ft. Lyon reports suspected 
advance guard of rebels en route to his location. CPT 
Isaac Gray, Co. E, 1st Reg. Cav. above the crossing of 
the Huerfano R., en route from Ft. Garland to Ft. Lyon. 
June 5: CPT S. S. Soule, arrives with Co. D. 
June 7: COL Chivington leaves Denver on stage for Ft. 
Lyon. 
June 10, Fri.: COL Chivington still en route Denver to 
Fort Lyon via coach 
June 11, Sat.: COL Chivington "In Field" unaccounted 
for. Hungate Murders: man, wife,  2 baby girls on Box-
elder or Running Creek, Van Wormer Ranch, 25 mi. 
SE of Denver.  
June 13, Mon.: Unk. person(s) went to Gomer’s Lum-
ber Mill and disinterred the bodies of Hungate family 
buried second time there. 
June 14, Tuesday: Hungate bodies brought to Denver. 
Coroner's Inquest held. Burial #3. 
June 15, Weds: COL Chivington arrives at Ft. Lyon 
from Camp Fillmore w/  
CPT L. Mullin, CPT J. C. Anderson & MAJ Jacob 
Downing.          (Continued on next page) 

The Civil War in the Arkansas Valley, Colorado Territory, Part Xi: Bent’s New Fort 
– Ft. Lyon Timeline – Jan. – June, 1864, by Jeff C. Campbell 

mailto:kiowalone@yahoo.com
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The Civil War in the Arkansas Valley, Colorado Territory, Part Xi: Bent’s New 
Fort – Ft. Lyon Timeline – Jan. – June, 1864, by Jeff C. Campbell, continued 

John Hopper 

June 16, Thursday: Chivington reportedly bitten by 
"musquitoes" in evening at Ft. Lyon. 
June 17: 15 wagons of provisions, arrives with 
"antiscorbutics" to fight off scurvy. 
Co.s E & D, 1st Reg. on post at Ft. Lyon. Pvt. Nathan-
iel L. Jewitt, Co. M, 1st Reg., drowns in Arkansas R. 
during evening while bathing. 
June 23: MAJ Wynkoop, C. O. Ft. Lyon. Chaplain 
[CPT] John H. Kehler to report at Ft. Lyon “as moral 
instructor of that Post.” 
June 24: Ballard, Eugene G., Pvt., Co. G, 1st Reg. 
Cav., Colo. Vols., drowns in Arkansas. 
June 27: Gov. Evans' circular calling on all friendly 

Indians to take refuge at the forts. 
“... The war on hostile Indians will be continued until 
they are all effectually subdued.” 
 
Troops in the Dept. of Kansas, June 30: Dist. of Colo., 
Ft. Lyon, MAJ Wynkoop, C.O. 5 co.s, 1st Reg. July 
1864 - From NARA, Co. D records would appear to 
show stationed at Ft. Lyon. Co. G, 1st Reg., July & 
Aug, 1864, stationed at Ft. Lyon 
 
at Ft. Lyon. Co. G, 1st Reg., July & Aug, 1864, sta-
tioned at Ft. Lyon 

The Cherokee Trail Presentation Draws Large Crowd 

On July 20th, almost 100 
BFC members and guests 
met at the Grand Theater in 
Rocky Ford to hear a pres-
entation on the Santa Fe 
Trail by author and historian 
Lee Whitely.  

This historic trail was blazed 
by Cherokee Indians in 
Oklahoma in the 1840’s the 
discovery of gold in Califor-
nia. The Trail often followed 
existing trails such as the 
Santa Fe Trail, the Trappers' 

Trail, and the Oregon-California Trail. In our area the 
Trail ran west from the Kansas-Colorado border to 
Pueblo. 

Mr. Whitely’s relationship to the trail began in his child-
hood when he visited ruts still visible on his family’s 
farm between Denver and Colorado Springs. As an 
adult, he and his wife have traveled the Trail exten-
sively and have published maps and books covering 
the Trail’s route and history. 

At this time, the Oregon-California Trail Association 
(OCTA) has “adopted” this trail and may try to get it 
included as part of its national trail system. 

To learn more about this fascinating Trail, see Ed Staf-
ford’s article on it in our July newsletter which you can 
also access on line at www.santafetrail.org. Just look 
in the Chapter’s section and follow the links in the 
Bent’s Fort Chapter area. 
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Descendants of 
victims of the 
Sand Creek 
Massacre have 
filed a class-
action lawsuit in 
Denver against 
the federal gov-
ernment, seek-
ing reparations 
they claim were 

never paid for the slaughter of their Cheyenne and 
Arapaho ancestors 149 years ago.  

The lawsuit, filed Thursday in U.S. District Court on 
behalf of four Oklahoma-based members of the Sand 
Creek Massacre Descendants Trust, is the most con-
crete step taken in decades by descendants long frus-
trated by politics, inaction, and divisions in their ranks. 
The complaint accuses the government and its agents 
of lawless behavior and hollow promises surrounding 
one of the darkest moments in Colorado history.  

The U.S. government in an 1865 treaty acknowledged 
wrongdoing and promised reparations of land and 
cash to survivors and relatives of victims. The crux of 
the legal argument going forward will be whether the 
government ever paid that debt. Descendants claim it 
has not, while government officials have indicated they 
will argue otherwise. 

"It's been a long road and we're ready to go," said 
Robert Simpson, a Methodist minister from Anadarko, 
Okla., and one of the plaintiffs. "We are focused on our 
ancestors. They are the ones who want us to do this. 
We will never forget them and what happened."  

The trust says it has identified more than 15,000 de-
scendants through decades of genealogical research 
and recruitment. A judge will decide whether the case 
meets requirements for class-action status. Trust law-
yers say either the federal government or the courts 
are responsible for establishing exactly who is a right-
ful descendant. 

But the lawsuit does not seek to identify exactly how 
much is allegedly owed descendants — one of several 
open questions. The lawsuit allows that it is very likely 
Congress appropriated some money in 1866 to reim-
burse bands of Cheyenne and Arapaho that suffered 
at Sand Creek. But it alleges that only a portion was 
paid, the amount was insufficient and it was given to 
tribes rather than individuals as spelled out in the 
Treaty of the Little Arkansas.  

The Department of the Interior has since then con-

trolled and held in trust reparations owed to the plain-
tiffs and their ancestors but has never accounted for it, 
the lawsuit claims. Interior department spokeswoman 
Jessica Kershaw said the department would not com-
ment on pending litigation. 

The reparations effort is the latest chapter in the strug-
gle over the legacy of the Sand Creek Massacre, an 
important chapter in relations between white settlers 
and American Indians in the West. At a time of high 
tension, about 700 soldiers under the command of Col. 
John Chivington attacked Indians led by "peace chiefs" 

who had been assured by the government they could 
safely camp there. Witnesses described Indians on 
their knees begging for mercy and children clubbed in 
the head.  
Previous efforts at reparations have stalled. Bills intro-
duced in Congress in 1949, 1953, 1957 and 1965 all 
failed. The cause has been influenced by divisions 
among descendants, as well. Some Cheyenne tribal 
traditionalists dismiss the trust leaders who filed the 
lawsuit as interlopers with no legitimate claim.  
The trust's campaign for reparations stalled for years 
but was revived with a recently expanded legal team. 
One of its new lawyers, David Askman of Denver, 
helped open a dialogue with Interior Department offi-
cials about the reparations claim before filing the law-
suit. Askman has said the department contends repa-
rations have been paid, with a department official de-
scribing a ledger from the 1960s that purports to show 
payments to individuals. 
 
(This article is from the Denver Post, July 11, 2013. 
Much thanks to Jill Manley for bringing it to our atten-
tion. Be sure to read Jeff Campbell’s article on pp 7-8 
about events leading up to the event.) 

Sand Creek Massacre Descendants Sue Federal Government for Reparations 
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 Two Book Reviews, By Ed Stafford 

 

 It should be known to all members of the Bent's Fort Chapter 
that the most complete source of books-in-print on the subject 
of the Santa Fe Trail, nearby, at least, are available in the 
NPS's Fort store.  Last summer, a new biography of Kit Car-
son came to my attention, courtesy of Southwestern Lore: 
Journal of Colorado Archaeology (the journal of the Colorado 
Archaeological Society).  I found it at the Fort in the fall and 
read it immediately. 

    Kit Carson:  The Life of an 
American Border Man by David 
Remley (published in paperback 
2012 by the University of Oklahoma 
Press) offers a portrait I feel ranks 
with Dear Old Kit by Harvey 
Lewis Carter (copyright 1968 by the 
University of Oklahoma Press) and 
Kit Carson and His Three Wives by 
Marc Simmons (University of New 
Mexico Press, 2003).  
    A valuable biography of this man 
we may feel we know so well, Rem-
ley's story reminds us that the de-
tractors are wrongheaded and that 
the very human Carson has been 

misunderstood.  Too many, in our more "enlightened age"--
note the tongue in my cheek!--believe we have a right to 
judge the actions of people who were products of their by-
gone era and experiences and find fault with them for their 
actions. 
    Perhaps the most valuable intelligence of this recent biogra-
phy is that, for every choice Carson made--right or wrong by 
our standards--there were reasons Remley makes clear.  The 
following are examples of this:  

    Carson was a loving family man, but his duty as a soldier 
and Indian agent and guide took him away from his family for 
long periods; and his duty to his family made it necessary that 
he earn what money he could, by these means, to support his 
family, although he always seems to have been living on the 
edge of poverty.  
     He was in sympathy with the Indians of his territory, but 
his militant actions were the product of the prevailing military 
belief on the "Border" of white American civilization that ag-
gressive action prevented an enemy's chance of attack and 
more cruel future slaughter. 
    A turning point in his life seems to have come in the 1850s 
when he was an Indian agent.  Carson perceived that the 
army's wiping out a whole village of Indians in vengeance for 
violence done by one or a few young braves who needed to 
do battle in order to win the status of adulthood was 
wrong.  After all, the military, he perceived, had broken trea-
ties, thereby taking hunting ground and driving off game, so 
there was nothing else for the Indians to do but kill livestock to 
feed their families.   
    He did coordinate the roundup of the Navajos in Canyon de 
Chelly because he was a military man following or-
ders according to the military training of his day.  Too, his an-
cestry was Scots-Irish-Protestant that brought to America a 
clannishness, a swearing of fealty to a proven leader, quick to 
fight to redress wrongs.  The officers whose command Carson 
followed had, generally earned his respect.  This was a primi-
tive attitude found on the Borders among mountain men and 
Indians. 

I always look forward to our chap-
ter's clean-up day during April at 
Boggsville.  In addition to the pleas-
ures of being among friends in the 
spring sunshine (and WIND) and 
seeing the Boggs and Prowers 
houses and yards combed and 
dressed for summer, I enjoy the 
chance to explore the 
books Richard Carrillo offers for 
sale in the gift shop.  I always come 
away with at least one. 

    This year, it was The Old Santa 
Fe Trail by Marc Simmons.  In 
case you haven't read it, I com-
mend it to you, especially if you--

like me--prefer not to judge a good book by its weight.  To me, 
a really good book is usually the thickness of a modest sand-
wich.  (I perceive much of my life as analogous to food.)  Even 
so, a good book--like a good sandwich--must have substantial 
filling.  This one does. 

    It is not a new book.  It was published by the University of 
New Mexico Press in 1996.  It is a collection of essays Mr. 
Simmons--a former president of the Santa Fe Trail Association 
and author of more than 30 books--wrote for publications be-
tween 1971 and 1991.  (All are tasty; all are filling.)  It is dedi-
cated "To the Officers and Members of the Santa Fe Trail As-
sociation for their dedication to the history of the old trail."         

    He begins with meditations on the trail:  routes, some land-
marks, conditions and modes of travel, hardships, disasters, 
and then a quote from Marion Russell's Land of Enchant-
ment.  The trail [became] our point of outlook upon the uni-
verse;" she said, "the blue sky above us...bread and meat for 
our soul.  If you have ever followed the old trail over moun-
tains, through forests, felt the sting of cold, the oppression of 
heat, the drench of rains and the fury of winds in an old cov-
ered wagon you will know what I mean." 

    Then, he follows with a chapter that credits the Daughters of 
the American Revolution, particularly, with saving the Trail by 
following swales and ruts and memories with engraved mark-
ers from Missouri to New Mexico.    

    These he follows with short essays on a variety of sub-
jects.  There is the one on the massacre of a family named 
Cole; the story of and Old World traveler who found his way to 
Las Vegas and became a beloved hermit living on nearby Owl 
Mountain; a time when a friend took him flying for a bird's eye 
view of the Trail; the beginning of the Santa Fe Trail and the 
founder named Becknell; an introduction to Marion Sloan Rus-
sell--these and many more.  And, there are lots of pictures. 

    One of the essays is on "The Poetry of the Santa Fe 
Trail."  Here is one that appealed to me, written by Santa Fe 
poet Arthur Chapman in the 1920s: 

    "And when the night has drawn its veil 
        The teams plod, span on span, 

    And one sees o'er the long dead trail 
        A ghostly caravan."   
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BENT’S FORT CHAPTER 

2013 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

Name   

 

Mailing address 

 

Email        Home Phone 

 

Work Phone       Cell Phone 

 

Membership Type (s) You Are Purchasing:        ____BFC Individual $15.00       ____BFC Family $15.00 

(Check All That Apply)         ____Lifetime $500.00    ____Business/Organization $20.00 

          

Membership Type:    ____New Membership        ____Renewal         

  

Make Checks Payable to Bent’s Fort Chapter. Mail This Sheet and Check (s) to: 

EMERY MURRAY / 231 VIGIL AVE / LAS ANIMAS, CO 81054 

(719) 456-2050 / murbelo_38@yahoo.com 

Questions or Comments?  

President 
Pat Palmer 
(719) 336-4323 
gpatpalmer@hotmail.com 
Vice-President 
Marcia Will-Clifton 
(970) 690-1123 
marciawilclifton@yahoo.com 
Secretary 
LaDonna Hutton 
(719) 254-7266 
ldhutton@bresnan.com 
Treasurer 
Emery Murray 
(719) 456-2050 
murbelo_38@yahoo.com 

Membership 
Kathy Wootten 
(719) 688-9016 
bkwootten@bresnan.net 
Tours Director 
Pat Palmer 
(719) 336-4323 
gpatpalmer@hotmail.com 
Education 
Richard Carrillo 
(719) 384-8054 
cuarteljo@centurytel.net 
Trail Preservation 
Kevin Lindahl 
(719) 469-1894 
kc0riv@live.com 

Historian 
Ed Stafford 
(719) 384-8956 
claraned@bresnan.net 
Trail Marking 
Charlie Hutton 
(719) 254-7266 
cnhutton@rural-com.com 
Publications 
Rod Podszus 
(719) 339-5543 
rodpodszus@gmail.com 
Hospitality 
Don & Kitty Overmyer 
(719) 469-2484 
donandkitty@secom.net 

Santa Fe Trail Association/NPS News 

The National Park Service National Trails Intermoun-
tain Region is working hard to make it easy for us to 
learn more about the Santa Fe Trail by using modern 
technology. (See the story on Page 5 about the new 
Facebook page.) 
Another project under development is The Media Tour 
Project.  As time permits, Santa Fe Trail sites are 
starting to be entered on OnCell.com.  Visitors can 
access an OnCell mobile tour by dialing a tour phone 
number, entering a short link into a mobile web 
browser, scanning a QR code to take the mobile web 

app tour or by downloading 
the OnCell App for iPhone 
or Android. The NPS has 
also partnered with Google 
to include its mobile content 
on their newest location-
based tour app, Field Trip - 
available for iPhone or An-

droid - so OnCell tour content will get even more 
reach!”  The NTIR has a 3-year grant to develop this 
Media Tour on the Santa Fe Trail. 
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