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          A Pioneer Christmas        

By ©Kathy Weiser, Legends of America 
 By the mid-1800s the American 
Christmas tradition included much of 
the same customs and festivities as it 
does today, including tree decorating, 
gift-giving, Santa Claus, greeting cards, 
stockings by the fire, church activities 
and family-oriented days of feasting 
and fun. 
 But, for those in the Old West, far 
away from the more civilized life of the 
East, pioneers, cowboys, explorers, 
and mountain men, usually celebrated Christmas with homemade gifts and 
humble fare.  Those on the prairies were often barraged with terrible blizzards 
and savage December winds. For mountain men, sometimes caught in blind-
ing winter storms and freezing cold, the holidays were often meager. But, to 
these strong pioneers, Christmas would not be forgotten, be it ever so humble. 
 Determined to bring the spirit of Christmas alive on the American frontier, 
soldiers could be heard caroling at their remote outposts, the smell of venison 
roasting over an open hearth wafted upon the winds of the open prairie, and 
these hardy pioneers looked forward to the chance to forget their hard every-
day lives to focus on the holiday. 
 Though perhaps modest, these pioneers made every attempt to decorate 
their homes for the holidays with whatever natural materials looked attractive 
at the bleakest time of year, such as evergreens, pinecones, holly, nuts, and 
berries. 
 For some, there might even be a Christmas tree, gaily decorated with bits 
of ribbon, yarn, berries, popcorn or paper strings, and homemade decorations. 
Some of these home made decorations were often figures or dolls made of 
straw or yarn. Cookie dough ornaments and gingerbread men were also popu-
lar. In other places, wood was simply too scarce to "waste” on a tree, if one 
could be found at all. Other pioneer homes were simply too small to make 
room for a tree. 
 At the very least, almost every home would make the holiday a time of 
feasting -- bringing out preserved fruits and vegetables, fresh game if possi-
ble, and for those that could afford it, maybe even beef or a ham. Many wom-
en began to bake for the holiday weeks ahead of time, leaving the plum pud-
ding to age in the pot until Christmas dinner. 
 Many of the homemade gifts, including corn husk dolls, sachets, carved 
wooden toys, pillows, footstools and embroidered hankies, might have had the 
family members working on them for months ahead of Christmas. Others knit-
ted scarves, hats, mitts and socks. If the family had had a good year, the chil-
dren might find candies, small gifts, cookies and fruit in their stockings. 
 Christmas Eve would generally find most families singing carols around 
the Christmas tree or fireplace. On Christmas Day, most would attend church, 
return home for the traditional Christmas meal, and spend the day visiting with 
friends and neighbors. 

  Thanks to www.legendsofamerica.com for granting permission to use the article 

and picture. ☼ 
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When the Rains Came  
Historic Ranch Tour poem by Bob Silva   

 

The earth was scorched, cracked and brittle, and a blade of 
grass could not be found - but then the rains came in  
September to the arid plains. 
 

Like a miracle, the flowers bloomed, and the brown turned 
to green. 
 

Rains that hadn't appeared for the past few years were a 
very welcome sight. 
 

Before the rains, the farmers held their heads low, and the 
ranchers wept as cattle herds grew small.  All wondered if 
the Dust Bowl of the 30s would once again cast its ugly 
head upon them all.  
 
 

Davidson Ranch Tour -    
  October 25, 2014      

  

 Nearly 5 inches of rain fell during the summer 
months, followed by some good rains in October. The 
rains that fell during the first week of October were of 
such notice that the banks of the Purgatoire River were 
eroding away, and the river valley was saturated with 
moisture -- a welcome sight to those that make a living 
from ranching and farming. 
 Though planning the field trip began in April for an 
October 11 historic tour, the rains meant a rescheduling. 
With the Purgatoire River running at high levels, the river 
became unpassable and the river bottoms boggy.  The 
tour was rescheduled to October 18, but again snow in 
the high Rockies and rain on the plains created a need 
to re-schedule the tour. October 25 was the new tour 
date, and clear skies and warm sunny days now brought 
a beautiful day to the Purgatoire River Valley; the Gods 
had spoken, and this tour of historic sites would be one 
for the record books. 
 Ten 4-wheel drive vehicles met in Las Animas. 
Those that gathered were ready for a day not to be for-
gotten. Caravanning down country roads, we met the 
Davidsons in view of stage coach tracks across the road 
from their ranch; here the greetings quickly turned to 
history.  After a brief 
introduction, it was 
time to head onto the 
ranchlands.  
 Stagecoach cross-
ing, dinosaur tracks, 
hidden springs, home-
steads, petroglyphs, 
and so much more 
were along the 
route. One wonders 
how a water well that 
appeared on the open prairie could have been dug. We 
also had a chance to learn about the hidden secrets 
of dowsing rods, also known as water witching.  
 

 Words do not exist 
for the hidden history of 
the past that we experi-
enced throughout the 
day. When the sun be-
gan to fall we once again 
faced the reality of this 
beautiful ranch as cattle 
gathered around us as to 
say, "We hope you had a beautiful day."   A beautiful 
and wonderful day we did have, and all thanks to these 

ranch owners and cattlemen that I consider to be Kings 
of the Plains. 
 With deep respect and admiration, Bob Silva. ☼ 

————————————————————————  
Lots of Good Food at the  

November Potluck and Meeting 

 The annual education meeting on Saturday Novem-
ber 8 was held at the Casa Del Sol Retirement Home in 
La Junta, CO.  There was a brief Chapter meeting; it 
was good to see Pat Palmer presiding again.  Pat 
thanked everyone for their support and for keeping the 
Chapter going.  He said that he is doing great, though 
still gets a bit fatigued.  The good news is that his 
Chemo treatments ended October 13.    
 During the Chapter meeting it was decided to send 
$250 to the Boggsville Historic Site in memory 
of Richard Carrillo.  The Site is going to use the dona-
tions received to create a memorial for Richard.  
 Plans are also underway for the Three Trails Confer-
ence to be held September 2015 in Santa Fe.  If you 
plan to attend, it's not too early to start thinking about 
making your room reservations.  For more information 
on the Conference and a list of the accommodations in 
Santa Fe that have given reduced rates for the week-
end, go to http://www.3trailsconferencesantafe.org/ 
or call Pamela Najdowski at (505) 920-4970. 
 After lunch, Bob Silva presented two separate slide 
presentations.  The first presentation showed pictures 
from the October 25 tour which included sites on both 
the Davidson and Dorenkamp ranches. The ranchlands, 
situated on the Purgatory River south of Las Animas, 
have many petroglyphs, dinosaur tracks, and old home-
steads.  After answering questions on the tour, Bob gave 
a slide show on his recently published book, Lead in 
Trinidad, that centers on the life of his great grandfather, 
lawman Lewis M. Kreeger.  
 Thanks again to the Davidsons and Dorenkamps for 
allowing the Chapter to tour their lands, and to Bob for 
his great presentations! 
 And for those who couldn't make the meeting you 
missed a great potluck lunch.  I'm still thinking about the 
great food including two unusual dishes (at least to me) 
of a rice and black bean salad and a wonderful pink fro-
zen dessert.  The Chapter has some great cooks!  ☼ 

Hailey Davidson shows dinosaur tracks 

Kiowa Indian Petroglyph 
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DAR, the Santa Fe Trail and  

Bent’s Old Fort 

 The most important work of the La Junta Chapter of 
the Daughter of the American Revolution (DAR) has 
been the preservation and protection of the site of Bent’s 
Old Fort. By the early 1900’s, little remained of the origi-

nal fort. Follow-
ing its abandon-
ment in 1849, 
the site had 
been used as a 
stage station, 
post office, and 
as a line camp 
and cattle corral. 
Settlers had 
hauled away 
many of its ado-
be bricks, the 

Arkansas River had flooded the site numerous times, 
and cattle grazed on the site trampling its few remaining 
walls. 
 The owner of the site, Mr. A. E. Reynolds, recog-
nized its historical importance and wanted it preserved. 
Mr. Reynolds had been the sutler at Fort Lyon and other 
frontier forts during the late 1860’s when the Santa Fe 
Trail (SFT) was still active and understood the signifi-
cance of the site. When the Arkansas Valley Chapter of 
the DAR (the name was changed to the La Junta Chap-
ter of the DAR in 1913) began placing SFT markers 
along the Trail in 1908 Mr. Reynolds was an active part-
ner, even paying for the marker in Lamar, CO. 
 Mr. Reynolds was well aware of the DAR’s interest 
in the SFT and Bent’s Old Fort. The Chapter considered 
the Fort the most important site along the Trail and had 
waited until 1912 to place its final Colorado marker 
there. In 1920 when Reynolds began to sell the land 
around the Fort, he first deeded to the chapter the 4.41 
acres of land that contained the remains of the Fort. The 
chapter immediately began to preserve the site by fenc-
ing it in, covering the remaining adobe walls with burlap, 
restoring grave sites, building a road to it from the coun-
ty road, bringing in electricity, and clearing debris from 
the site. The Chapter also began paying the taxes on the 
land. 
 From 1920 to 1954, the La Junta Chapter faithfully 
preserved the remains of the Fort by clearing brush and 
repairing damage caused by the frequent floods along 
the Arkansas River. In 1921, a flood of biblical propor-
tions swept through the area and destroyed much of 
what remained. The Chapter cleaned the site and sal-
vaged and repaired what was left. It continued to pay the 
annual property taxes as well as promoted the site to 
local historical groups and state politicians with the hope 
that someday it might be further explored and possibly 
even rebuilt. 
 In 1954, the Chapter deeded the entire site to the 
State of Colorado for use and preservation by the Colo-

rado Historical Society. That same year archeological 
work revealed that much remained of the original foun-
dations and design. By 1957, the National Park Service 
became involved through a series of feasibility studies 
that recognized the site’s importance to western expan-
sion. In 1960, President Eisenhower signed legislation 
establishing the site as a National Historic Site. After 
much research and additional archeological work, the 
NPS decided to reconstruct the Fort on the same site. 
Work began in 1975 and was completed in 1976. 
 Today the Fort has become one of the most treas-
ured sites along the Santa Fe Trail attracting thousands 
of visitors annually to explore its history. It also hosts 
numerous historical events and encampments recreating 
the period of its original use. Yet, were it not for the de-
termination and efforts of the La Junta Chapter of the 
DAR, all might have been lost. As noted by the NPS, 
“The D.A.R. is credited for not only preserving the site 
but for putting forth the first brave ideas of some form of 
reconstruction.” 
 The Chapter has also worked to promote the Santa 
Fe Trail. Beginning in 1908, it placed 27 granite markers 
along the Mountain Branch of the SFT. These markers 
are well maintained and repaired when necessary by the 
Chapter. In 1928, the Chapter partnered with the Nation-
al Society 
of the DAR 
to erect a 
Madonna 
of the Trail 
monument 
in Lamar. 
That same 
year it 
erected a 
stone arch 
at the en-
trance to 
Bent’s Old 
Fort. Both 
structures remain to this day and are often visited by 
tourists. In September 2012, the Chapter recreated the 
dedication of the placing of the granite marker at the Fort 
in 1908. This ceremony generated much media cover-
age about the site. 
 Clearly the La Junta Chapter of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution has played a significant role in the 
preservation, protection, and promotion of the historical 
legacy of the Santa Fe Trail and deserves our thanks for 
their preservation efforts. 

Sources: 
National Park Service Internet Sites 
La Junta Tribune Democrat, September 12, 2010 
Bent’s Old Fort Historical Association Internet Site 
Unpublished La Junta Chapter DAR manuscript by Mrs. Lee 

Strain, March 1976 
Wagon Tracks, August 1990 
Unpublished biography of Albert Eugene Reynolds by Louisa 

Ward Arps, Louisa Wards Arps Collects, Stephen H. Hart 

Library, History Colorado ☼ 
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SFTA 2014 Hall of Fame Inductees  

 In 2008, the Santa Fe Trail Association officially 
started the Santa Fe Trail Hall of Fame.  Roger Slusher 
played a key role in the establishment of this honor to 
the early traders/settlers/travelers along the Trail.  While 
at this time there is no actual "Hall"  the prior inductees 
are listed on the SFTA website at http://
www.santafetrail.org/about-us/hall-of-fame/. 
     At the SFTA 2014 Rendezvous the following eleven 
people were inducted into the Hall of Fame including 
several who had ties to Colorado -  

*Charles Autobees - Trapper, trader, scout, farmer 
*Don Antonio Jose Chavez - Trader, merchant 
*Robert Hall Chilton - US Army, treaty negotiator 
*Joseph Bainbridge Doyle - Trader, freighter, rancher  
*Thomas Fitzpatrick - Explorer, guide, trapper, trader 
*Charlotte - Cook (Bent's Old Fort), slave  
*Dick -  Blacksmith (Bent's Old Fort), carpenter, slave  
*Edmund Guerrier - Bullwhacker, scout, trader 
*Albert E Reynolds - Merchant, trader, landowner 
*Dr. John Sappington - Physician, farmer 
*John Simpson Smith - Tailor, fur trader, guide  
*Tom Tobin - Explorer, tracker, scout, rancher.   

 Beginning with this newsletter brief biographies will 
be presented.  Note, a biography of Joseph Doyle was in 
the September 2014 newsletter. ☼ 

——————————–————————

Albert E. Reynolds 

By Rod Podszus 
 Albert E. (AE) Reynolds was born in Newfane, NY, 
on February 13, 1840. His father was a merchant and 

AE followed in the family business. By 
1865, the lure of the west captured 
him and he and his brother went west 
to seek their fortunes, setting up mer-
cantile businesses in Junction City, 
KS, and Richmond, MO.  In 1867, AE 
was awarded the position of Sutler at 
Old Fort Lyon near the site of Bent’s 
New Fort. When New Fort Lyon was 
constructed in 1868, Mr. Reynolds 
was appointed the Sutler there as 
well. During the next decade, he and 
various partners were awarded Sutler 
positions at several southwestern mil-
itary sites. He also engaged in trade 
with the Cheyenne and Arapaho Indi-
ans, was a horse trader, dealt in buf-
falo hides, and bought thousands of 
acres of land in the Arkansas River 
Valley near present day La Junta that 
included the site of Bent’s Old Fort. 
 By the early 1900’s, when Mr. 
Reynolds was a wealthy man living in 

Denver, he often spoke of the “good old days” when he 
lived and worked in the Arkansas River Valley, when 
William Bent was still alive, when the Plains Indians 
were still free, and when the Santa Fe Trail still ran 
through the valley. When the Daughters of the American 
Revolution (DAR) began marking the Mountain Branch 
of Santa Fe Trail in 1908, Mr. Reynolds paid for the first 
granite marker which was placed in Lamar. In 1912, Mr. 
Reynolds not only made land available for the DAR to 
place its final Colorado marker at the site of the old 
fort…he also paid for it. He also permitted the DAR to 
erect a large stone gate at the entrance to the fort. 
 By 1920, just a year before he died, Mr. Reynolds 
made known his intention to preserve the site of Bent’s 
Old Fort and turn it into a park that travelers along the 
Trail might visit to honor the historical place. He found 
the perfect partner in the La Junta Chapter of the DAR 
and deeded to them the 4.41 acres of land that included 
the site. The Chapter preserved and protected the site 
until 1954 when it was deeded to the State of Colorado 
which later deeded it to the United States eventually re-
sulting in the reconstruction of the fort to its original size 
and function. 

Sources: 
National Park Service Internet Sites 
La Junta Tribune Democrat, September 12, 2010 
Bent’s Old Fort Historical Association Internet Site 
Unpublished La Junta Chapter DAR manuscript by Mrs. Lee 

Strain, March 1976 
Wagon Tracks, August 1990 
Unpublished biography of Albert Eugene Reynolds by Louisa 

Ward Arps, Louisa Wards Arps Collects, Stephen H. Hart 

Library, History Colorado ☼ 

 
 

DAR map from 1908 showing locations of Santa Fe Trail markers in Colorado.  (Map 

located by Joanne Vancoevern) 
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2014 SFTA Hall of Fame Inductees (Cont’d) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Charlotte 

Articles on Charlotte and Dick By Rod Podszus  
 Almost every record of a visit to Bent’s Old Fort in-
cluded lavish praise of Charlotte, the Negro slave of Wil-
liam Bent and the presumed wife of Dick, another slave 
at the fort. Charlotte’s fame along the Santa Fe Trail and 
throughout the entire Rocky Mountain fur trade region 
was based on two accomplishments. 
 The first was her amazing ability as a cook. Travel-
ers along the Trail often wrote of their eager anticipation 
of arriving at the fort and dining at Charlotte’s table. 
When Col. Henry Dodge visited the fort in 1835, he and 
his staff were treated to a “lavish dinner.” George Ruxton 
noted in Life in the Far West that Charlotte’s slap-jacks  
and pumpkin pies were celebrated in Colorado from 
Long’s Peak in the north to the Spanish Peaks in the 
south. Presiding over a kitchen staff of Mexican and Indi-
an helpers, Charlotte’s culinary skills offered all workers 
and guests at the fort a delightful respite from the monot-
ony of trail and trapper food. 
 Her second accomplishment was her gift as an en-
tertainer. Ruxton noted that Charlotte loved to character-
ize herself as “de onlee lady in de dam Injun country.” It 
has been noted that dances were held nightly at the fort 
and that Charlotte and Rosalie, a helper in the kitchen, 
were eagerly led to the dance floor “to trip the light fan-
tastic toe.” Charlotte, however, was “the center of atten-
tion, the belle of the evening…who acted her part to per-
fection.” She brought to the dance floor steps from the 
states, not the rude and wild dances of the frontier. She 
was in great demand as a partner by all. 
 Little else is known of Charlotte. The last we see of 
her is in 1847 when she and her husband left for Mis-
souri as free persons. William Bent had granted both 
Charlotte and Dick their freedom in gratitude for Dick’s 
bravery in the battle at Taos Pueblo, which resulted in 
the defeat of the Indian rebels who had murdered Wil-
liam’s brother, Charles. However, unlike countless other 
persons on the frontier, Charlotte lives on in fond memo-
ries of her cooking skills and her grace as a dancer. 

Sources:  
 Marc Simmons, Wagon Tracks, November 2002 
     Marc Simmons, Kit Carson and His Three Wives 
 George Ruxton, Life in the Far West 
 David Lavender, Bent’s Fort 
 Janet Lecompte, Pueblo,  Hardscrabble, Greenhorn 
 David Clapsaddle, Traces, 2012 ☼ 

 

Dick         

 Few facts are known of the life of Dick. He was a 
Negro slave of William Bent and worked at Bent’s Old 
Fort. He was married to Charlotte and may have been 
the brother of Andrew, another Negro slave at the fort. 
However, what little we do know makes Dick a person 
worthy of being in the SFTA Hall of Fame. 
 Visitors to the fort always referred to Dick as the 
husband of Charlotte, the legendary cook and de facto 
hostess at special events. He was described as being 
Bent’s “servant” and he may have worked in the black-
smith and carpenter shops. He and Andrew were also 
pressed into service as butlers at special dinners. David 
Lavender in 
Bent’s Fort 
notes that 
when Col. 
Henry Dodge 
visited the fort 
in 1835 both 
Dick and An-
drew served 
as butlers at 
the “lavish 
dinner” pre-
pared by 
Charlotte for Dodge and his fellow officers. 
 When General Stephen Kearney and his troops 
seized Santa Fe in August 1846, he appointed Charles 
Bent as the American governor of the captured territory. 
Bent brought Dick to Santa Fe to serve as his personal 
servant. When Charles was killed in January 1847 by 
rebellious Taos Indians, Dick was grief-stricken and 
asked permission to join in the fight to suppress the re-
bellion. He was given arms and fought valiantly during 
the battle at Taos Pueblo. Marc Simmons notes that 
Dick was the first to rush into a shelled and smoke-filled 
church where the last of the rebels were fighting. Others 
followed his lead and the rebels were defeated. 
 During the fight Dick was severely wounded and tak-
en back to Bent’s Fort. When William Bent learned of 
Dick’s heroic actions, he granted both Dick and Char-
lotte their freedoms. Simmons writes that the newly-
freed couple were last seen bound for Missouri in a wag-
on train.  From that point on, they disappear from written 
history. However, the records that survive establish that 
Dick was a valued employee of the Bent’s and a hero in 
the fight to defeat the Taos rebels. 

(Note: Charlotte and Dick are often given the last name 
“Green”. However, none of the original documents de-
scribing them have the name green…just Charlotte and 
Dick.) 

Sources: 
 Marc Simmons, Wagon Tracks, November 2002 
 David Lavender, Bent’s Fort 
 David Clapsaddle, Traces, 2012 ☼ 
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ONCE THEY MOVED LIKE THE WIND 

Book Review by Ed Stafford 
 This is a history of certain bands of Apache Indians 
in lower New Mexico and Arizona and their struggle to 
survive in 19th century America.  More specifically, it is 
about the United States’ war on the Chiricahua, clans 
that were allied with them, and their leaders who fought 
the might of the United States to a standstill for 25 
years. 
 You know the names Cochise and Geronimo.  If you 
have studied about Indians of the Southwest, perhaps 
you also know the names of other strong leaders and 
tacticians: Victorio, Nana, Mangas Coloradas, Naiche, 
and Lozen the “woman warrior” and sister of Victorio. 
 You may wonder how a book about Apaches is rele-
vant to our ongoing study of the Santa Fe Trail and the 
Santa Fe trade.  Lower Plains tribes, including the fierce 
Comanches, may be more closely associated with the 
Trail.  However, you may not know that when Coronado 
explored the northern bank of our Arkansas River be-
tween modern Pueblo and Lamar, he found dwellings of 

friendly Jicarillo Apaches.  Other 
Spanish explorers found them domi-
nant on the eastern plains of New 
Mexico.  By the time the U. S. trade 
and the Trail reached early Las Vegas 
three centuries later, once-peaceful 
Jicarillos were raiding that village’s 
farms and pastures and making Trail 
traffic increasingly dangerous.   
      The book I want to bring to your 

attention, Once They Moved Like the Wind by David 
Roberts, came into our hands this summer when my 
wife and I visited Chiricahua National Monument in 
southeastern Arizona and a ranger recommended it to 
us.  Though three hundred fifteen pages in length, plus 
index, extensive bibliography, and notes, I read it with 
increasing excitement because my orientation has been 
toward Indians of the Plains, the mountain West, and 
the Rio Grande, and my closest connection to Apaches 
has been John Ford Western films — they were the vil-
lains of Monument Valley.  The magnificent vistas and 
multitudes of spires of standing rocks we found at Chiri-
cahua were decidedly not a desert, and this was the 
home of Cochise and Geronimo, to which they retreated 
for restoration and protection. 
 This fine book is a “page-turner.”  It is an exciting 
narrative history of a people who were ferocious fighters 
who protected their homes and wreaked revenge 
against adversaries.  Their weapons, for a long time, 
were simple bows, arrows, spears, and knives, but they 
handled them with deadly accuracy.  When the technol-
ogy of firearms came into their hands, they readily 
adapted and became its masters, as they had adapted 
to Spanish horses centuries before. 
 Yes, they employed cruel means to defend their ter-
ritory and survive.  They struck lonely ranches, in the 

States and Mexico, butchering and raping the inhabit-
ants and stealing livestock.  Finding small caravans on 
the prairie, they would tie living captives to wagon 
wheels and burn the wagons.  They were noted for 
hanging captives from tree limbs, upside down over a 
small fire.  At times, they buried captives up to their 
necks in an anthill and propped their mouths open with 
sharpened sticks.  Women and children were not ex-
empt.  When the U. S. Army chased them, they disap-
peared into the Sierra Madre in Mexico.  When Mexican 
cavalry got too close, they again took advantage of the 
territorial boundary restriction and slipped back into the 
Chiricahua Mountains. 
 After the War Between the States, veterans in ever-
increasing numbers chased the Apaches, often making 
treaties that both sides broke and placing them on res-
ervations that the Apaches fled, time after time.   
 If Apache tortures seem cruel in the extreme, it 
should be considered that white soldiers, who had dis-
tinguished themselves in the Union Army, and who su-
pervised solutions to the “Indian problem,” were not 
guiltless.  Apache reservations received food given by 
treaty to the Indians and sold it for their own gain while 
their captives starved to death.  Whites did not learn 
their language.  Interpreters lied to them.  The Great 
Fathers in Washington sentenced them to incarceration 
— which, to an Apache, was the worst torture — in Flor-
ida, then in Alabama, where they died by the hundreds 
from malaria and tuberculosis.  Packed onto reserva-
tions, many, many more died from smallpox and malnu-
trition.   
 When fear drove them to break out and run away, 
the Army rode them down and slaughtered them.  Wom-
en and children were not exempt. This is a story of the 
people who managed to survive the longest war against 
a single body of Indians in this country’s history, and 
only one commanding officer, General George Crook, 
was respected by them.  
      In the end, Roberts 
writes, Geronimo felt, 
“There was nothing left to 
lose.  There was only the 
fight to stay ahead of the 
game…. Never before 
had Geronimo so relied 
on his Power….  Adding 
[the U. S. soldiers’] num-
bers to the roughly three 
thousand Mexican soldiers [and others] out hunting 
Apaches, one arrives at a total of nearly nine thousand 
armed men pursuing 18 Chiricahua warriors, 13 women, 
and six children…For four months, [the Army} traveled 
3,041 miles on the fugitives’ trail….And the campaign 
was a complete failure.” 
 In 1909 Geronimo died in Oklahoma and was buried 
by his people.  No one knows where Cochise was bur-
ied by his people in the Chiricahua Mountains that were 
his home.☼ 

Cochise 

Geronimo 
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Uncle Dick Wootton 

Book Review by Ed Stafford    
 Several months ago, our Bent’s Fort Chapter held its 
monthly meeting at the Otero Museum in La Junta.  Dur-
ing the day there, friend and fellow member Bill Wootten 
of Lamar handed me a book he thought I would like.  It 
was titled Uncle Dick Wootton: The Pioneer Frontiers-
man of the Rocky Mountain Region.  It was an autobiog-
raphy of Richens Lacy Wootton as told to Howard Louis 
Conard in the late 1880s and edited in 1957 for the Uni-
versity of Nebraska Press. 
 Bill and I had talked about “Uncle Dick” several times 
over the years Clara Lee and I have been members of 
the SFTA.  He dismisses the likelihood that he and Dick 
are related, though having the same surname.  A major 
factor, according to Bill, is the difference in spelling.  He 
is comfortable with that fact they are not related and en-
joys reading about the old frontiersman, just the same.   
 When I got into Conard’s transcription of Wootton’s 
life story, I found a highly entertaining, broadly informa-
tive collection of tales about our chapter’s area of inter-
est — the Santa Fe Trail, Bent’s Forts, and the Rocky 
Mountain West.  This is an old man (1816-1893) remem-
bering a thrilling life.  One chapter (21) titled “Ox Teams 
and Prairie Schooners,” begins, 
     “Sometimes I sit here half dreaming, after the fashion 

of old men, and almost expect-
ing to hear the crack of the 
stage driver’s whip and the rat-
tle of the stage wheels, when 
the whistle of a locomotive as it 
comes tearing down the moun-
tain reminds me that the old 
days are gone and we have a 
new order of things.  Then, 
when I look around for the old 
fellows who handled the reins 
over six or eight horses and 
kept a lookout for Indians at the 
same time and my old partners 
in the freighting business I don’t 
find any of them, and that im-

presses upon me the fact that what I am telling about 
now happened a long time ago.”  
 Uncle Dick was a mountain man, trapper, hunter, 
trader with Indians, freighter between Missouri and San-
ta Fe, farmer, rancher, Indian fighter, road builder, rail-
roader, and a person who seemed to be “where the ac-
tion was” during his active life.  In tales related to his 
transcriber in 441 pages and 29 chapters, he remem-
bered many varied subjects, including “Buffalo Farming,” 
“Perils of the Pioneers,” “The Taos Massacre,” “A Stage-
coach Massacre,” “A Campaign Against the Navajos,” “A 
Convention of Grizzlies,” “The Haunted Fort,” “Freighting 
for Uncle Sam,” and “Mutinous Teamsters.” 
 Bill Wootten believes this to be the best of the lives 
of Uncle Dick he has read, and the best reprinting.  A 

reason for this is the presence of many informative foot-
notes.  These are not the footnotes of college research 
papers with copious ibids., op. cits., and loc. cits.  These 
offer biographies of principal characters who are named 
and important events referred to in the text.  All memoirs 
of this period and these places educate me.  This book 
fills in so many details of the frontier survivor’s daily life.  
It is a real “page-turner.” 
 After finishing the reading, I felt it was worthy of in-
cluding among the shelves at the Bent’s Old Fort NHS 
Bookstore.  Not having seen it there, I contacted the 
storekeeper and recommended it to her.   
 I need to include one caveat, however.  When Dick 
Wootton spoke in one chapter about the Sand Creek 
Massacre, he did so with the mind of a 19th century fron-
tiersman, who had often had to fight for his life, his prop-
erty, and the lives of his people with Utes, Apaches, 
Navajos, Comanches, and other Indian tribes.  He has 
no love for the Sand Creek victims.  He admires Chiving-
ton, and he despises the “tender-hearted Eastern peo-
ple” who persuaded public opinion against him and his 
men.  Fortunately, the extensive footnote sets the record 
straight. ☼   
_____________________________________________ 
 

Looking Ahead to 2015 

 Some great field trips and speakers are planned 
for the Bent's Fort Chapter next year.  To be sure that 
you don't miss out, now's the time to renew your 
membership for 2015.  With your membership you 

receive weekly updates and quar-
terly newsletters giving you infor-
mation on upcoming Chapter 
events and other events in the ar-
ea. 
      Memberships for Individual/
Family are $15 and for Business 
$20.  For a membership/renewal 

form, go to page 11.   Please mail your membership 
renewal to:  Emery Murray, 231 Vigil, Las Animas, CO  
81054.   
 If you have any questions, please can contact 
Kathy Wootten at bkwootten@bresnan.net or call  
719-336-7634. 
                    --------------------------------------- 

 It's also time to renew your membership in the 
Santa Fe Trail Association.  And if you're not a current 
member, please consider joining by going to  
www.santafetrail.org where you can learn more and 
join on-line or, go to page 11 for a membership form. 
 With your SFTA membership you'll receive the 
award-winning Wagon Tracks magazine as well as 
learn about upcoming events such as the Three Trails 
Conference in Santa Fe in September. Your member-
ship helps make this possible.☼ 

Richens “Uncle Dick” 

Wootton  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0010l6pcqwjbKCXkatciWAtfdMG0XNQ-r-1H4CysawnKu3ST-mHFuAvocXxFqvENuFHNRimim5QDwbDwP5W3k6qk10qAYeS3GP4QwweRPS9Wt51-ZwozHxWND9gZB_a6I6-tBOwKDyn9_7Hv19pWbtaHsokntG7R5_ahWmRK244aEa3WeK8jI8s46G8d52Z7K1Wn_SSbDsQhOc=
mailto:bkwootten@bresnan.net
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0010l6pcqwjbKCXkatciWAtfdMG0XNQ-r-1H4CysawnKu3ST-mHFuAvocXxFqvENuFHdJRdSgWUJ119eYOMjNL2CCmXA374fP9_dangejT2Zt-I-ne0i9Q5Dw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0010l6pcqwjbKCXkatciWAtfdMG0XNQ-r-1H4CysawnKu3ST-mHFuAvocXxFqvENuFHNRimim5QDwbDwP5W3k6qk10qAYeS3GP4QwweRPS9Wt51-ZwozHxWND9gZB_a6I6-tBOwKDyn9_7Hv19pWbtaHsokntG7R5_ahWmRK244aEa3WeK8jI8s46G8d52Z7K1Wn_SSbDsQhOc=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0010l6pcqwjbKCXkatciWAtfdMG0XNQ-r-1H4CysawnKu3ST-mHFuAvocXxFqvENuFHdJRdSgWUJ120ah6ASMLWJgMM_f5UATAaA4otFm_bvIN6-L3_l-k28yCOMAkVrQvP
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0010l6pcqwjbKCXkatciWAtfdMG0XNQ-r-1H4CysawnKu3ST-mHFuAvocXxFqvENuFHdJRdSgWUJ120ah6ASMLWJgMM_f5UATAaA4otFm_bvIN6-L3_l-k28yCOMAkVrQvP


 8 

 

December 2014 Newsletter                 Bent’s Fort Chapter                                                   Page                                           

 

National Trust for Historic Preservation 
Names Colorado’s Boggsville Historic 

Site a National Treasure 
 

1860s Trading Village Tied to the Sand Creek Massacre 
Provides Important Links to Multicultural Assimilation on 
the Frontier 

 On November 24, the National Trust for Historic 
Preservation named Boggsville Historic Site in Bent 
County, Colorado, a National Treasure. The Santa Fe 
Trail trading village is nationally significant because it is 
a microcosm of the 19th Century West — a grand experi-
ment with a dynamic mixture of peoples and cultures, 
and a landscape on the brink of transformation. 

 “Boggsville captures an important story about prairie 
culture in the mid-1800s and how a diverse group of 
people worked together to build new lives along the San-
ta Fe Trail,” said Stephanie Meeks, president of the Na-
tional Trust for Historic Preservation. “The women of 
Boggsville in particular played a significant role in the 
success of the community. We want to preserve and 
share the stories of these women who, along with their 
enterprising husbands, helped found Boggsville  —
women like Rumalda Luna Boggs and Amache Ochinee 
Prowers who risked a great deal to expand our frontier 
at a critical and even dangerous time in American histo-
ry.” 
 Much of Boggsville was built on land acquired by 
Rumalda Luna Boggs, wife of founder Thomas Boggs. 
Amache Prowers, daughter of Cheyenne Chief Lone 
Bear, also acquired land as part of reparations for the 
death of her father 150 years ago during the Sand Creek 
Massacre on November 29, 1864. 
 “Boggsville’s narrative is comprised of people of Na-
tive American, Mexican, and Spanish descent, and the 
inclusion of the site in the National Treasures program 
provides us with a platform and tools to tell all of those 
stories to a wider audience,” said Kathleen Tomlin, pres-
ident of the Pioneer Historical Society of Bent County. 
Boggsville is currently operating as a historic site open 
to the public seasonally, but is constrained by a severe 
budget shortfall. Having worked on restoration of the site 

in the 1980s, the National Trust’s current commitment 
will help Boggsville become a sustainable historic site for 
the 21st century. By convening local stakeholders to plan 
the future of Boggsville, the National Trust will assist in 
the transition of the site into a new operational structure, 
creating a potential organizational model for other similar 
properties throughout the country. 
 The 39-acre National Register Historic District for 
Boggsville features two early territorial style adobe struc-
tures — the 1866 Boggs House and the 1867 Prowers 
House. The site is owned by the Pioneer Historical Soci-
ety of Bent County and is currently operated as a sea-
sonal interpretive museum. A new model of operation 
will be considered as part of the National Trust invest-
ment in planning for the site. Partners in the Boggsville 
project include: Pioneer Historical Society of Bent Coun-
ty, History Colorado, the National Park Service, and 
Bent County. 
 The National Trust and the local leadership team will 
consider the future of Boggsville over the next several 
months, culminating in a spring 2015 planning charette 
where the public will be invited to review and discuss the 
merits of each potential solution and begin to solidify the 
best approach for stakeholders and for the community. 
The planning effort is supported in part by a State Histor-
ical Fund grant from History Colorado, the Colorado His-
torical Society.  
 National Treasures are a portfolio of highly-
significant historic places throughout the country where 
the National Trust makes a long-term commitment to 
finding a preservation solution. As the Presenting Part-
ner of the National Treasures program, American Ex-
press has pledged $2 million to help promote and enable 
the preservation of these cultural and historic places.  
 Rebecca Atkinson, Director, Boggsville Historic Site, 
was pleased with the designation and stated:  
 “What does the 1860’s market village of Boggsville 
near Las Animas, Colorado, have in common with a 
Frank Lloyd Wright house, an Acoma Village, The Lower 
East Side Tenement Museum in New York City, James 
Madison’s Montpelier, and the African Meeting House in 
Boston? Boggsville is the newest addition to the small 
group of historic places to be declared a “National 
Treasure” by the National Trust.  Announced just before 
the 150th Anniversary of the Sand Creek Massacre, with 
which it is connected, Boggsville has been recognized 
as so important to the American narrative that it must be 
saved for future generations. Thus the remaining two 
adobe mansions at this first non-fortified settlement in 
Territorial Colorado; the birth place of the ranching, pro-
duce, and hay  industries;  the last home of Kit and Jo-
sepha Carson and neighboring rancher William Bent, is 
now considered one of America’s most endangered his-
toric places.” 

Source:  http://www.preservationnation.org/who-we-are/press-
center/press-releases/2014/national-trust-for-historic-

6.html#.VHZN5slNfp4 ☼ 

Prowers House, Boggsvile Historic Site 
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Bent’s Old Fort to be  
Reconstructed in Video Game 

 
Bent’s Old Fort, a unit of the United States National Park 
Service, will be reconstructed virtually in the video game 
Minecraft and also in fully immersive 3D virtual reality 
(VR)  
 
     The Immersive Education Initiative announced that 
Bent’s Old Fort, a unit of the United States National Park 
Service located on the Santa Fe Trail in Colorado’s 
Otero County, will be reconstructed virtually in the video 
game Minecraft and also as a fully immersive 3D virtual 
reality (VR) environment. 
 One of several new activities under the Initiative’s 
Immersive Arts and Culture program, Immersive Bent’s 
Old Fort is being developed in collaboration with the 
United States Department of the Interior National Park 
Service, the City of La Junta Colorado, Otero Junior Col-
lege, and Colorado’s East Otero School District. 
 Through the Initiative’s Learn to Earn program stu-
dents in Colorado, working in collaboration with Stanford 
University’s Architecture Design Program, will actively 
participate in reconstructing the fort in both Minecraft 
and virtual reality (VR). 
     Immersive Bent’s Old Fort, along with corresponding 
history curricula and teaching materials, will be available 
free of charge to the general public and to schools 
around the world. 
 Online virtual tours of the immersive fort will be avail-
able to schools as a complement to the in-person tours 
currently conducted on-site at the fort by National Park 
Service rangers. For details visit http://
ImmersiveEducation.org/fort . 
 
Castle of the Plains 
 Known as the “Castle of the Plains,” Bent's Old Fort 
was a 1830s - 1840s adobe fur trading post on the 
mountain branch of the Santa Fe Trail where traders, 
trappers, travelers, and the Cheyenne and Arapaho 
tribes came together in peaceful terms for trade. A 

unique center of cultural exchange at the time no less 
than seven different languages were spoken at the fort 
including English, Spanish, French, and numerous 
American Indian languages. Today, living historians rec-
reate the sights, sounds, and atmosphere of the past 
with guided tours, demonstrations and special events. 
 Bent’s Old Fort served as an instrument of Manifest 
Destiny and a catalyst for change in the United States. 
The fort’s influence with the Plains Indians and its politi-
cal and social connections in Santa Fe helped pave the 
way for the U.S. occupation of the West and the annexa-
tion of Mexico’s northern province during the U.S.-
Mexican War. Along with El Camino Real, the Santa Fe 
Trail was part of a trade network linking Europe, New 
York, and St. Louis with Santa Fe and Mexico City. 
Opened in 1821, the Santa Fe Trail followed old trade 
routes established by American Indians that were later 
used by Spanish, Mexican and American troops, traders 
and other travelers. 
 Development of Immersive Bent’s Old Fort be-
gins in January 2015. To participate, or for more infor-
mation, visit http://ImmersiveEducation.org/fort. 
 
Source:  http://www.prweb.com/releases/2014/11/

prweb12337900.htm ☼ 

____________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 

Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year to all! 

 

 

 

http://www.prweb.net/Redirect.aspx?id=aHR0cDovL0ltbWVyc2l2ZUVkdWNhdGlvbi5vcmc=
http://www.prweb.net/Redirect.aspx?id=aHR0cDovL0ltbWVyc2l2ZUVkdWNhdGlvbi5vcmcvZm9ydA==
http://www.prweb.net/Redirect.aspx?id=aHR0cDovL0ltbWVyc2l2ZUVkdWNhdGlvbi5vcmcvZm9ydA==
http://www.prweb.net/Redirect.aspx?id=aHR0cDovL0ltbWVyc2l2ZUVkdWNhdGlvbi5vcmcvZm9ydA==
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Bent’s Fort Chapter Officers and  

Committee Chairmen 
 
President  
Pat Palmer  
(719) 336-4323  
gpatpalmer@hotmail.com  
 
Vice-President  
LaDonna Hutton  
(719) 469-2906 
LaDonnaHutton@gmail.com  
 
Secretary  
Peggy Jo Dowell 
719-469-9879 
pjd0512@yahoo.com 
 
Treasurer  & Budget Committee 
Emery Murray  
(719) 456-2050  
murbelo_38@yahoo.com 
 
Historian  
Ed Stafford  
(719) 468-2250  
staffordclaralee@gmail.com 
 
Membership  
Kathy Wootten  
(719) 688-9016  
bkwootten@bresnan.net  
 
Education  
Open 
 
Trail Preservation  
Kevin Lindahl  
(719) 469-1894  
kc0riv@live.com  
 
Trail Marking  
Charlie Hutton  
(719) 469-2906 
cnhutton@rural-com.com  
 
Publications  
Dotti Russell 
(719)336-2213 
djrussell123@hotmail.com 
 
Hospitality  
Don & Kitty Overmyer  
(719) 469-2484  
donandkitty@secom.net 
 

 

 

Upcoming 2015 Events:  Many exciting field trips 

and speakers are planned for 2015.  More information 
will be released as they are finalized. 
 
Bent’s Fort Chapter: 

January 10:  Bent’s Fort chapter Annual Meeting,  

Location to be announced  

February 14:  A Discussion on books on the Santa Fe 

Trail, location to be announced 

March 14:  Geocaching along the Santa Fe Trail  

April 11:  Boggsville Clean-up, Las Animas, CO 

May 9:  Field trip to be announced 

June 13:  Field trip to be announced 

July 11:  Speaker 

August ?: Rawlings Museum  

Sept 17-20:  Santa Fe Trail Symposium, Santa Fe NM 

October 10:  Field Trip to be announced  

November 14:  Education Meeting 

December 12: 2016 Planning Meeting 

 

SFTA Events: 

September 17-20, 2015: SFTA Symposium (Three Trails 

Conference), Santa Fe, NM 

September 2016: SFTA Rendezvous, Larned, KS 

September 2017: SFTA Symposium, Baldwin City  

 
Other Events:   
March 19: Glimpses of the Past, Fort Union, Watrous, 
NM 

May 9-10: Training of Company “ A”  of the 3rd New Mex-
ico Voluntary Infantry, Fort Union, Watrous, NM  

June 20-21: Various Activities, Fort Union, Watrous, NM 

September 23-26, 2015:  National Fur Trade Symposium, 
Bent's Old Fort, La Junta, CO  

 

 

“The Santa Fe Trail Lives On” 

 
 

 

 

Photos:  Unless otherwise noted the pictures are by  

Dotti Russell or from Google Images. 

mailto:pjd0512@yahoo.com
mailto:murbelo_38@yahoo.com
mailto:staffordclaralee@
mailto:bkwootten@bresnan.net
mailto:kc0riv@live.com
mailto:cnhutton@rural-com.com
mailto:djrussell123@hotmail.com
mailto:donandkitty@secom.net
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Santa Fe Trail Association 

2015 Membership Application 

The Santa Fe Trail Association (SFTA) is composed of people from all across the nation 

who share a common interest in discovering, exploring, and celebrating this fascinating 

part of southwestern history. The association works in close partnership with the National 

Park Service and local, state, and federal agencies to help preserve and protect the trail. 

When you join, you get… 

 The opportunity to increase your knowledge of the trail by attending national sympo-

siums and other events that offer tours and lectures by experts. 

 The opportunity to network with other people from across the country who share 

your passion for the trail 

 A subscription to Wagon Tracks which is the SFTA’s quarterly journal of news, scholar-

ly articles, book reviews, and other valuable news and the weekly email newsletter. 

 And,  the opportunity to support a nationally-recognized association that is working 

hard to preserve this fascinating part of our American history. 

Name    

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Mailing address   

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Email        Home Phone  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Work Phone       Cell Phone   

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Membership Type (s) You Are Purchasing:        ____BFC Individual $15.00       ____BFC Family $15.00 

(Check All That Apply)         ____Lifetime $500.00    ____Business/Organization 

Membership Type:    ____New Membership        ____Renewal          

Make Checks Payable to Bent’s Fort Chapter. Mail This Sheet and Check (s) to: 

EMERY MURRAY / 231 VIGIL AVE / LAS ANIMAS, CO 81054 

(719) 456-2050 / murbelo_38@yahoo.com 

 

Name_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address_________________________________________________________________________ 

Email___________________________________________  Phone________________________________ 

Membership Type: ____Youth (18 & Younger) $15.00 ____Individual $35.00 ____Family $40.00 

Make Checks Payable to Santa Fe Trail Association and Mail Checks and this Form to: 

Ruth Olson-Peters, Treasurer / Santa Fe Trail Center / RR3 / Larned, Kansas 67550 

BENT’S FORT CHAPTER 

2015 MEMBERSHIP FORM 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bent’s Fort Chapter/SFTA 

c/o Dotti Russell 

PO Box 908 

Lamar, CO  81052 


